2,946. 
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The perils of sexual h or seplay at work 



In clud i n g seven tiays of television and radio 



will become killing fields 


MUL FIELD, SARAH HELM 
*nd COLIN BROWN - ! 

TTie. Government is fatting an 
^BPnnous logistical crisis 'in 
m&kmg.ils U-tnrn on - the ne- 
cessity/ of : slaughter and dis- ' 
trojra^g 15,000'Cattle a week. 
Espertsare sayiag it will be irb- 
possJWe tw achieve on such a 
scafe and there are questions of 
hew to -meet the cost which 
ccnild jinx’ to: inc*r& thair£2Jbfi : 
over the next Ibxee years. ' 

; The Cablet-meets with the 
crisis over' bovine soonciform 


encephalopathy- (BSE) “deep- 
ening ^thtimeimdm Europe, 
while ; knowing that Jhere - are 
nowhere hear enough inciner- 
ation facilities to depose of 
thousands' of older cable. 

: demerged last night that the 
Government has not ruled out 
the grim prospect of thousands 


.of carcasses “being : burned on 
farmland every week and min- - 
isterial sources . confirmed that 
theie were “real problems” over 
a massive disposal programme. 

•'-“We-could copewithafew 
thousands; bar if we went far the 
disposal of 4.5 million cows, 
there would be landfill impli- 
. cations,'’ a source said. 

The exiting facilities to in- 
cineiate dead cows would not be 
able to cope with the workload. . 
“Minsters are looking at alter- 
natives, including buying car- 
cass^ in authorised waste dumps 
arpnhd the country. A statement 
on. the disposaLscheme may not 
be made immediately after the 
Cabmen meeting because the 
Government wants to have in 
place" a comprehensive pro- 
grammej inchidmg a compensa- 
tion de^ with Brussels. 

; The Government’s dilemma 


over how to re-establish confi- 
dence in British beef was not 
.helped by the European Com- 
mission confirming a total 
worldwide ban on the export of 
. beef and beef products from 
Britain. The ban will be re- 
viewed at regular intervals, but 
commission officials were 
.adamant that: it would not be 
lifted until "they were satisfied 
that British beef was safe. 

Signalling a U-turn by the 
Government, which has previ- 
ously ruled out mass slaughters, 
John Major said last night on 
Carlton TV: The real problem 
we face now is not that beef is 
not shfe — we believe it to be 
safe -i-.biil the enormous hype 
and hysteria we have seen over 
recent days has destroyed con- 
fidence in the beef market. We 
need tf> make sure that confi- 
dence ^restored.” 


He said ministers would need 
to know how much compensa- 
tion the European Union was 
prepared to pat 1 and wanted the 
unjustified ban on British beef 
lifted. 

The number of workers laid 
off because of the beef crisis 
soared yesterday amid fears 
that tens of thousands of jobs 
could be lost by the end of the 
week. More than 1500 abattoir 
and meat-processing workers 
have already lost their jobs.. 

The British Veterinary As- 
sociation last night dismissed as 


unworkable the plans to destroy 
up to 15JJ00 cows a week for up 
to three years, drawn up by the 
National Farmers’ Union. 

The removal and destruction 
of older cows from the food 
chain could result in pits being 
dug on farms, animals shot 
with a bolt pistol and their car- 
casses set alight 

Inquiries bv the Independent 

have revealed’ that the Ministry 
of Agriculture is considering this 
Option because it would only be 
able to cope with the incinera- 
tion of 7 per cent of the older 
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cows earmarked for culling. 
There are now only nine incin- 
eration planls in Britain which 
can handle around 1 ,UtiO cattle 
a week. They are already de- 
stroying 300 cows infected’ with 
BSE each week, which adds up 
to a shortfall of around 750.000 
per year if the Government 
adopts the NFU proposals. 

However, the body which 
controls the incinerators said 
last night that if the NFUs plans 
were reduced, they could cope 
with around 3.000 a week. To 
build extra incinerators would 
cost £lm each and take a year 
to be ready to run. 

David Stevenson, president, 
BVA. said of Ihe NFU plan: “It 
is mind boggling. It would not 
start tor months, it is a nonsense. 

“Th is measure is supposed to 
restore consumer confidence 
but if the public see carcasses 


being burnt in fields and think 
infection could get into the wa- 
ter supply it will have the op- 
posite effect." 

He explained if farms were 
used for the destruction of 
thousands of older cows, pits 
two metres deep would have to 
be dug with JCBs and cranes 
used to dump the carcasses 
and shut through the brain. • 

He claimed the Stale Vet- 
erinary Service, withirs duty to 
regulate the operation, would 
not be able to cope. Citing the 
foot and mouth epidemic in 
iy67 when tens of thousands of 
carcasses were burnt in pits on 
farms, he said the procedure 
was distressing for vets. 

To deal with the BSE crisis, 
private vets would have to be 
called in and they are unlikely’ 
to be prepared to oversee the 
culling. Vets have also expressed 


environmental concerns about 
burning carcasses on farms. 
There is a fear that BSE could 
find its wav into grazing land. 
Mr Stevenson said tight controls 
would have to be in place. 

A Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food spokesman 
explained the majority of the 
nine commercial incineration 
plums were set up in the late 
Einhiies specifically to destroy 
BSE-infected cattle. He admit- 
ted the digging of pits on farms 
was an option being considered. 
“We cannot rule it out at this 
stage. We would have to take 
the view of the scientists." 

The NFU is calling for cattle 
normally slaughtered at the end 
of their working lives as dairy 
cows or suckling mothers to be 
stopped from entering the food 
chain. This meat usually ends up 
in sausages and meat pies. 


A short walk through the universe, 249 miles high 



DONAU> MACINTYRE 

ftalrtrcalEtictor r 

Tony Blair yesterday took the 
Labour Party and its opponents 
by anprisebynnyeflingaplaii 
topurtbebaacsofhis election 


'UaoOufr jatsmbe: . 
eclipsing' the union- block vote- 
:at the partycohierei^ V ‘ 

The imbatiye^: itindb. senior , 
party figures, believe wfli be as • 
effective mj^Wluang the par- 
as ^^^npaign to replabe 1 
clause IV, is designed to secure 
backing. for both' fresbjpolky 
changes and constitutional re-.- 
forms intended ’ to Tninrmis e '. 
roriffict between the parfy and 
a Labour government. 

The new mamifesto-making . 
process.- which was approved 
at yesterday’s national executive 
meeting despite the opposition 
of the left-wingers Denms Skin- 
ner and Diane Abbott, .foDows 
a rule change passed at last 
year’s conference providing for 
ballots of theeotire membership 
when the leadership sees fit 
Gordon Brown,- the Shadow • 
Chancellor, confinned: yester- 
day that any further detailed 
proposals on tax - beyond those; 

already trailed of a windfall tax, . 
reduction, in. VAT on- fuel > and 
a possible. 10p starting , rate- - 
would be announced in .the fi- 
nal election manifesta That 
means that such, changes would 


nptbeinduded in' the document 
- - described yesterday by Mr 
Blair as an early version of the 
manifesto - which will be ap- 
proved tjy a referendumafter it 

• jk;put to'toepfirty conference 
andafferaNovember Budget 

; ’&^.fifSt_of a series of new 
ilxcy proptMals; -whidi 
jbrm -the basis of - fee pre- 
manifesto document to-be com^ 
pfetedby Jane* will be unveiled 

■ today . by . David Blunkett, 
Labour’s education and em- 
ployment - spokesman, with a 
mpveto replace fee parly’s tra- 
ditional oommiiment to a train- 
ingievy with a hew £150m 
“fcarn as you earn” scheme 

• Labour leaders are expecting 
umbn protests at the loss of the 

: training levy, which has been 
party policy for the last three 
general elections. But they are 

• expecting a welcome from the 
•GBI far the new scheme, which 

'• williprovide state grants for em- 

■ ployees willing to provide £25 
oftoeir own money to fund their 
training. - . 

Tlte trailing provision may be 
charged to 'a “smart card" held 
by toe employee while individ- 
ual and employer contributions 
. oh topofthe basic funding will 
be .subject to tax relief. 

The party wD also today an- 
nounce an extension of its “In- 
; vesting in People” scheme to 
-offer tax credits to smaller firms 
undertaking approved training, 
Andrew Man; page 19 



Out-in space: 
mount it in the 


^^S3S^Sorat^I!5merR5?Cl^^SttoiTi) and Unda Godwin working to remora an experiment from the cargo bay of the space shuttle At/anffsto 
ie docking module of the Russian space station Mir during their six-hour spacewalk yesterday. Atlantis is scheduled to undock from Mir today Photograph: AP/Nasa TV 


Raw sewiage may be to blame for Sellafield leukaemia cases 


tom wiuaE-; 

iScience Editor .- 


wage and not radiation 
re caused the cluster of 
>od leukaemias .near 
Nuclear Fuel's Sellafield 
issing plant in Cumbria, 
p of experts has coh^ 


JagC of Seascale may have de- 

- -vekjped leukaemia as a result of 

• infection- by some virus asyet 
unknown - brought into the 

* “area by ■ construction workers' 

- who arrived to buOd the plant 
in the late 1940s and early 

. 1950s, according to Professor 
Biyn. Bridges, chairman of the 
Committeeou the Medical As-: 
pectsrof Radiation in the Envi- 


ronment (Comare). He can- 
' tioned however, that this idea 
was still, “speculative”. 

Professor Bridges said that 
radioactivity discharged from 
the plant could not account for 
the dusters of childhood can- 
- cers. He also discounted the 
idea that the cancers had been 
caused because fathers who 
worked at Sellafield had been 


irradiated just before their chil- 
dren were conceived. 

Since 1954, 17 people under 
the age of 24 resident in 
Seascale have been diagnosed 
as suffering from some form of 
cancer, almost all from 
leukaemia and Non-Hodgkin's 
Lymphoma (NHL). In an ex- 
haustive report published yes- 
terday, which surveys the 


evidence, the members of Co- 
mare say “we are in no doubt 
that the raised incidence of 
leukaemia and NHL which has 
occurred in the young people of 
Seascale. and its persistence 
over several decades, is proba- 
bly unique in this country”. 

"None the less. Coraare is rec- 
ommending that no further in- 
tensive research should be 


carried out into the duster of 
cancers in the Seascale. Al- 
though the incidence of cancer 
in the area should continue to 
be monitored, local people 
should be left in peace while ba- 
sic research into the mecha- 
nisms by which leukaemia 
develops in children is pursued 
elsewhere. 

Professor Bridges said that 


Comare had made a complete 
reassessment of all Lhe routine 
and accidental discharges of ra- 
dioactive effluent from the Sel- 
lafield plant and had eonduded 
that "environmental radioac- 
tivity is unlikely to explain child- 
hood leukaemias”. Similarly, 
there was no evidence consistent 
with the idea put forward, amid 
TURN TO PAGE 3 
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EU summit row 

EU leaders gather for Lhe Turin 
summit today, with disagree- 
ments raging over monetary’ 
union and reform. 

Monetary Union row, page 13 
Europe's future, pages 14-15 
1. leading article, page 18 

Today's weather 

Bright and sunny early, becom- 
ing cloudy. Section Two, page 33 
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The BSE risk: British objections to Brussels block on beef swept aside as fears continue to grow abroad 


World ban 





III 


as panic 


■ 



SARAH HELM 

Brussels 

The European Commission 
yesterday imposed a world- 
wide ban on ihe export of 
British heeL as Europe grappled 
with what has now become its 
biggest food crisis in recent 
memory. 

.As panic .spread throughout 
the Continent over a slump in 
European beef sales, the Dutch 
government ordered the slaugh- 
ter of tj4.000 British cattle in the 
Netherlands and advised its 
public not to eat British beef. 
France, where sales have fallen 
by 3ti per cent since last week, 
called for an emergency 
European Union meeting. 

Britain's persistent protesta- 
tions that there is no scientific 
evidence of a link between BSE 


Cases of BSE reported in 
other countnes: 

Republic of Ireland: 123 
Switzerland: 205 
France: 13 

Portugal: 31 (These ■ 
were cattle imported 
from Britain) 

Germany: 4 
Italy: 2 
Denmark: 1 
Oman: 2 

Falkland Islands: 1 
- Canada: 1 

* In the last six countnes 
the infected herd was 
imported. 

Source: MAR- 

and its human equivalent were 
swept aside when the Commis- 
sion moved to try to restore 
European consumer confidence 
and markets by “ring-fencing" 
Britain. "The fact that there is 
no proof that there is no link is 
leading us to act." said Franz 
Fischler. the European agri- 
culture commissioner, as he 
outlined the ban to the 
European parliament. 

The ban on British beef and 
beef products will be constant- 
ly reviewed, the Commission 
said. However, initial reports 
that it might be lifted in s'lx 
weeks were refuted by Mr 
Fischler. who said the ban 
would stay in place "as long as 
we are not satisfied that "the 
ihreai is lifted". 

The statement imposing the 
ban stated: “The measures ban 
the export of all live cattle, beef 


■ EUROPCr,^’ md 

and beef products from the 
United Kingdom to other 
Eu rope an U nion countries and 
to the rest of the world."' The 
ban covers any medicinal, phar- 
maceutical or cosmetic products 
using beef extracts, but does not 
include milk or dairy products. 

In an effort to spur Britain 
into agreeing a slaughter plan 
in order to bring the crisis 
under control, the Commis- 
sion offered to help compensate 
British farmers and stabilise 
the stricken British market, 
once proposals had been 
brought forward by London. 

However. Mr Fischler would 
not be drawn on how much 
money the Commission might 
offer, putting the onus square- 
ly on Britain to produce clear 
eradication proposals for 
discussion with Brussels. 

“The Commission is ready to 
assist the UK both in terms of 
support for stabilising the beef 
market aimed 3L safeguarding 
incomes and in further control 
measures against BSE," he said. 
However, at a press conference 
later Mr Fischler insisted: 
“There are no blank cheques. 
Nor should the impression be 
given that we are wailing to run 
out and pay. I can't produce a 
figure nor am I going to." 

The Commissioner revealed 
that he had telephoned Douglas 
Hogg, the agriculture minister, 
yesterday when Mr Hogg had 
agreed to come to Brussels 
with a team of experts to discuss 
eradication plans. No timing for 
the visit was given, and MrFis- 
chler would only say it would be 
“within weeks". A committee of 
specialists from all EU states is 
to visit Britain to 
examine any measures to erad- 
icate BSE. 

As Brussels braced for the 
inevitable condemnation from 
Britain' over the ban, Mr 
Fischler stressed that the deci- 
sion had been taken in the 
interests of the entire European 
industry. 

"This decision constitutes 
the first step towards stabilising 
the situation, reassuring 
consumers on the safety of beef 
and safeguarding the EUs beef 
industry both internally and 
externally," said the "state 
menu 

Mr Fischler cited the decision 
by Egvpt to ban all EU live an- 
imals. as one example of why it 
had been necessary to impose 
a world-wide ban on British beer 
exports. 
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Burning issue: Incineration plants like this one at Liskeard, Cornwall, could soon be working round the dock if a cull is. ordered Photogaph: Andrew Testa 

Thousands of jobs at risk as Labour 
industry grinds to a halt 


PAUL HELD 

The number of workers laid off 
because of the beef crisis soared 
yesterday amid fears that tens 
of thousands of jobs will be lost 
by the end of the week. 

More than 2.500 abattoir 
and meat processing workers 
have already been made re- 
dundanL laid off or sent on 
leave owing to collapse in con- 
sumer demand. .And with job 
losses continuing to rise, the 
Transport and General Work- 
ers Union called on the Gov- 
ernment to pay compensation 
to workers facing redundancy. 

The grim picture of the state 


of the industry was painted by 
Terry Lee. head of exporting at 
the Meat and Livestock Com- 
mission. “It is devastating. Peo- 
ple have been sent home from 
abattoirs, cool-rooms are lull of 
meat and the yards are fall of 
cattle and the "whole thing has 
come to a stop overnight," he 
said. “There arc 15,000 people 
working in the abattoir sector 
and I suspect half of those have 
been temporarily laid off. Jobs 
are at risk unless we can find a 
way of moving meat through the 
system. Everything is clogged up 
at the moment." 


Farms, abattoirs, processors, 
vets, meat inspectors and 
hauliers are all major players in 
an industry which employs 
more than 500,000 people be- 
fore shoppers buy their meat 

Among them are 8,500 
haulage workers employed to. 
transport cattle, 7,500 in the 
auction business, 62,000 in meat 
processing, 3,300 in anim al by- 
products 25,000 agricultural 
workers, and 11,000 butchers. 
Furthermore, the number of 
workers affected is certain to 
rise as a consequence of the EC 
ban on beef products used in 
confectionery and medicines. 

Beef sales" plunged for the 


seventh day r unning at super- 
markets across the. countryyes- 
terday. The supermarkets group 
Somerfield reported a drop of 
43 per cent since the an- 
nouncement of a possible link, 
between BSE and GJD. 

A spokesman for Asda 
warned-. “We are looking for 
real action, not just marketing 
trickery:.. There is no doubt 
that people are riot sufficient- 
ly reassured yet as to the safe- 
ty of British beef . . . People 
require more reassurance." 

And a Tesco spokesman 
added: “Sales are noticeably 
down but we’ve seen a corre- 
sponding rise in other meats.” 




Paris struggles to stem tide of worry 


MARY DEJEVSKY 

Paris 

French farmers yesterday ap- 
pealed to consumers to buy beef 
to prevent the total collapse of 
the French beef sector, as pan- 
ic about the possible spread of 
mad cow disease to humans 
look hold across the Channel. 
Despite efforts by French politi- 
cians and food producers to re- 
assure consumers that only 
British beef held a risk. Europe's 


biggest carnivores were spum- 
ing even home-produced meat. 

Orders for beef fell by 35 per 
cent in the first two days of the 
week and the wholesale market 
outside Paris was glutted with 
unsold carcasses. School can- 
teens were reported to be buy- 
ing no beef, while shoppers 
and restaurateurs were prefer- 
ring other meats, or fish. Beef 
orders from abroad suffered. 


with Italian customers cutting 
their orders by half. 

Luc Guyau, president of the 
fiance's biggest farmers’ union, 
the FNSEA, said consumer 
panic could “prompt the col- 
lapse ef the whole beef sector” 
and called for financial help for 
producers from Brussels. 

The agriculture minister, 
Philippe Vasseur, said he had 
appealed to Brussels for finan- 
cial help to prevent the collapse 
of Europe's beef market. 


President Jacques Chirac 
said France would “consider 
positively the idea of EU. fi- 
nancial support" to compensate 
British fanners for the slaugh- 
ter of their herds. 

There were also reports of 
two “suspect” cases of 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease in 
France, one of them in Lyons, 
centre of the most meat and of- 
fal centred cuisine in the coun- 
try. Both victims were said to be 
young people. 


Meat-eaters make song and dance about pigs' bowels 


It was standing nx>m only in the 
Grand Committee Room of 
the Hou^e of Commons, where 
the Agriculture and Health se- 
lect committees were meeting 
in joint session yesterday. So I 
went somewhere eke. 

A mile away, at the Piccadil- 
ly premises of the luwics' as- 
sociation. Biiftu. the British 
Sausage Bureau was having its 
annual awards ceremony and 
lunch. Perhaps there I would he 
able [»:> discover how the meal 
industry was hearing up to its 
worst crisis since the war. Meat 
is the opposite • if sec the more 
you think about it. the less vou 
want it. So surely all the talk of 
offal, scrapie, animal feed, pri- 



DAVID 
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ons and nodes had depressed 
the marker.' 

Upstairs about 200 of us 
sank back into comfortable cin- 
ema seats (mine hud “endowed 
b> Francis Ford Coppola” on it) 
and waited for the show to be- 
gin. 1 looked around. There was 
a chap who was clearly a re- 


porter for lift a [ Sausage? or 
some similar publication - but 
was the stem looking woman 
next to him from The Lancet ? 

On stage the famous miser- 
able golden masks of Greek dra- 
ma that are Bafta’s trademark, 
looked down upon the symbol 
of Bangers "96 - an anthropo- 
morphised sausage with a 
cheeky grin and a union-jack 
waistcoat. 

Now. there is one in- 
escapable fact about the article. 
Uncooked it is pinkish, fleshy 
and about three inches long. 
Worse, when cooked it be- 
comes shirty ;ind stiff. Ren- 
dered into ,i cartoon (as it was 
here ), with eyes and ears, it was 


indistinguishable from Wicked 
Willie. And made into several 
Oscar-style awards, sitting on a 
table at the side of the empty 
stage, it looked like the most ex- 
pensive and largest vibrator in 
the Ann Summers range. 

Suddenly, with a whoop, six 
young dancers leapt on stage 
and began a rather unconvinc- 
ing routine to the strains of a 
siing extolling the history of the 
sausage - “it's a taste that's been 
around since who know? when". 
But why were there four girls 
and only two boys? To leave 
room for two giant dancing 
sausages, of course. As the act 
came to a climax the girls gath- 
ered round a six-foot sausage. 


cuddling and stroking it - re- 
minding me weirdly of the finale 
to Michael Jackson’s act at the 
Brit awards. 

Time for the prizes. On 
strode Ulrika Jonsson. who has 
handled Gladiators and is not 
afraid of sausages; though from 
looking at her. I’d say she is al- 
most certainly a Vegan who has 
not allowed a morsel of pig bow- 
el to pass her perfect lips for two 
decades. “It has," she said, 
“been a fanny old week for the 
meat world. So I am delighted 
to recognise the achievements 
of the British sausage industry." 

Various butchers were given 
Golden Phalli for their Old 
E n glish or Lincolnshire Spe- 


cials: ad agencies won awards 
for the best commercial selling 
sausages and - bizarre ly-best 
commercial mentioning a 
sausage, but selling something, 
else; seven customers from a 
pub in Hebden Bridge were ho- 
noured simply for eating 
sausages; and some woman 
who had written a poem. 

All good things must come to 
an end. So a singer with a flag 
on his hat rounded things off. 
lb applause he ridiculed fads in 
food. “You can keep your mues- 
li." he sang, “You can keep your 
ratatouille" and (without batting 
an eyelid) “You can keep your 
burgers without meat in”. 
Thank you. 1 will. 


JOHN RENTOUL : 

Political Correspondent • ■’ 

With two weeks to go to polling , 
day, Staffordshire South East is | 
in danger of becoming the 
“mad cow” by-election. 

Gavin Strang, Labour’s agri- 
culture spokesman, sought to 
exploit the BSE issue yesterday 
with avisiftoadanyfarihmtiie 
constituency and a .photo-call 
with Flo, a prize milk cow un- 
der sentence of death. 

Until the beef crisis' erupted, 
the Conservatives. had hoped; 
the by-election in the prosper- 
ous Birmingham ovei^nll town 
of Thmworth would proclaim 
the turning of the tide in the par- 
ty’s abysmal electoral fortunes. 

There has only been one 
previous by-election in a Con- 
servative seat vulnerable to 
Labour this Parliament, in Dud- 
ley West in December 1994, 
when Labour's Ian Gibsbn won 
with a post-war record 29 per 
cent swing. 

During that campaign the 
Government was defeated in 
the Commons on VAT on fael 
and Tory party unity was shat- 
tered when eight MPs were 
temporarily expelled from the 
party in Parliament. ' 

The 'lories had hoped their 
new-found unity on Europe in 
the run-up to this weekend’s 
Turin summit, combined with 
good economic news, would 
give their bluff, reassuring ex- 
Army candidate Jimmy James 
of a fighting chance. 

But then came last week’s an- 
nouncement. “It did cause ab- 
solute panic and I wonder if it 
could have waited.” said Tom 
Cope, the dairy farmer visited 
by the Labour campaign yes- 
terday. He said it would be like 
“losing a member of the fami- 
ly” if Flo who was bora in I9S9 
had to be slaughtered. 

□ Staffordshire South East 
1992 general election: D Light- 
bown (C) 29,180, B Jenkins 
(Lab) 21,988, G Penlington (Lib 
Dem) 5.540. Conservative ma- 
jority 7,192. 
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Airline faces trials 
‘emeigency landing 

British Midland Airways’ will 
face a. crown court trial uycr.a 
holiday flight wiucfvwas forced 
to make an emezgency landing 
with 177 passengers on board. 

The Boeing 737/400suffered 
an nil teak after taking off from 
East Midlands Airport forLan- 
zaiuL* on23Febniarylastyear 
and the p.’ot had to land die 
plane aiLuton Airport 13 min- 
utes later: In the first prosecu- 
tion of its kind, the CivU 
Aviation Authority has charged 
the company with, negjigency 
endangering life- Magistrates at . 
Luton yesterday committed the 
case to the town’s crown court 

Stamp prices rise 

TTie cost of sending- a letter is 
to rise by lp in the aunmer, the 
Post Office announced yester- 
day. First. class stamps will in- 
crease from 25p to ”26p and ' 
second class stamps will go up 
from 19p to 20p. The increas- 
es, from Juty 1. folkw a two and 

a half year price freeze. 

Blaze murder hunt 

A murder hunt was launched 

yesterday after a man’s bod? was 
found in. a burning house. 
Minesh Nagrecha, 24, had been 
the victim of a knife attack be- 
fore his 1930’s semi-detached 
home in Hemel- Hempstead, 
Hertfordshire, was set alighL j. 

Navy's bottom lin^* 

The Royal Navy’s famous bell- 
bottomed trousers wifi stay. 
There was an ontay when it was 
disclosed in 1994 that they were 
to be steff but a chaise of heart 
means 'some flare win be, kept 
in thetrousers for aesthetic rea- 
sons. Kilts will also be allowed 
in the- mess, for the first time. 

Newspaper 'guilty' 

The newspaper watchdog has 
upheld a complaint by Graham 
Riddick,theTbry MP for Colne 
Valley, over ca^t-for-qnestions 
allegations. The Press iCom- 
plaiots Commission said the 
Sunday Times should not have 
u^ subterfuge to obtain its sto- 
ry after an undercover reporter 
investigated claims that MPs 
took cash for asking questions 
m Parliament. But it said the pa- 
per had the right to protect con- 
fidential. sources and rise 
Subterfuge in “appropriate and 
special c i rc um stances": 

Reliant on Robm 

Tourism chiefa in Nottingham 
refuse to ditch Robin Hood as 
a symbol of their dty despite 
plans by ^businessmen n? replace 
the hero of Sherwood Forest 
I An actor dressed as Robin took 
centre stage at the British Trav- 
el Thlde Fair in Bi rmingham 1 

Lottery bonus _ . . 

National Lottery tickets could 
soon bear advertising slogans. 
Lottery organiser Camelot 
is aiming to earn more than 
£lm a year by offering firms the 
chance to join forces in exclu- 
sive marketing deals.' • 

School head accused 

A. head teacher has been 
charged with sex offences 
against pupflsin South Tyneside, 
some,. dating back 20 years. . 
Kenneth Watson, 46, was ar- 
rested yesterday, and charged on 
14 counts of indecent assault, 
two on boys and 12 offences 
against girls under the age of 14. 
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Over 75% of business people 

to Commercial Radio. 

Commercial Radio readies more than 75 m o? all business people eve:y moo;!-. Thai’s around “'00.000 .0 •: 

More than the daily business re.mmshin of all nation?.; bioudsheei ,mv,sp;iper> pu; loembm- 

Commercial Radio. Its time has come. 
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I^#^patBinan in the shade with ability to walk on water 


TOM WILKIE 

Science Editor; ■ 

WdngonTOterfe scientifically, 
possible^ two American re- 
searchers baveestab fished, but 
only lizards can do it - and the 
lizards are really walking on air. 
Dr J W Glasheen and T A 


McMahon, of Harvard -Uni- 
versity, captured seven basilisk 
lizards In Costa .Rica and pat 
them {literally) through their 
paces in a glass \yater tank in the 
laboratory. TTfese lizards are 
' well known for their. ability to 
^“Tun" on water— riot swimming, 
. butnot sinking. either. . .. 


In fact, the researchers found 
that the lizards do not run on 
the water. They do slap their 
feet down Hat onto the surface, 
bat mast of the support for their 
weight comes from bubbles of 
air sucked in behind the foul as 
it strokes downwards like a 
swimmer in the water. 


The lizards get their feet out 
quickly, before the air bubbles 
collapse. They move at such a 
speed lhe>- can lift their legs and 
continue across the water before 
the cavity of air disappears. 

But the ability to run across 
water is bought ai an enornuvus 
expenditure of energy. The lit- 


tle lizards, which weigh just 
90g. have ic develop a me- 
chanical power of about 29 
waits per kilogram of body- 
weight. The maximum sus- 
tained output that a human 
being can manage - say a fell 
runner going uphill - is about 
20 watts per' kilogram. 


The lizards have such pow- 
erful backlegs the researchers 
estimate they could manage 
135 watts per kilogram and 
that “at least 21 per cent of the 
basilisks body mass is involved 
in powering hind limb motion". 

Humans arc also stopped 
from running across water hv 


the size and shape of our feet 
and legs, and the maximum 
speed with which we can run. To 
mo\e on before each bubble of 
air collapsed, a human water 
runner would need to stroke 
downwards through the water 
at almost 30 metres a second - 
hevond human ability. 


Found guilty: Tory MP for Chelsea failed to stop after drink-driving accident in which a baby boy was trapped between cars 



WILL BENNETT “ 

The former Conservative min- 
ister. Sir Nicholas Scott was 
banned from driving for a year 
and ordered to pay £900 yes- 
terday after a court heard that 
he trapped a baby boy be tween 
two cars after drinking alcohol 
at a party. 

Sir Nicholas, MP for Chelsea, 
then left die scene of the acci- 
dent in his west London con- 
stituency without knowing 
whether Thibault Feareard, 
aged three, had been injurecL. 

“You had noidea what dam- 
age might have been caused to 
the car in front of yon dr what, 
possible harm could have been 
caused to. the child,*' Roger 
Davies, the magistrate at Home- 
ferry Road court in London, 
told Sir Nicholas. ; 

Sir Nicholas, 62, formerly 
Minister for the Disabled and 
a junior Northern Ireland Min- 
ister, pleaded guilty td driving 
with excess alcohol in his blood 
and was banned from driving for 
12 months, fined £200 and or- 


dered tojpay £450 costs. He de- 
nied foiling to stop after an ac- 
cident but was found guilty and 
fined another £250. 

■ Peter Caron, for the prose- 
cution, said that last June Sir 
Nicholas left a party at the 
Chelsea Farmers Market with 
his secretary and was about to 
drive off in a red Volvo auto- 
matic borrowed from Lady Ena 
Fanre-Hawk, his mother-in- 
law. The car jumped forward 
and shunted a Volvo estate, 
trapping Thibault between this 
vehicle and another car. The 
bey was asleep in his buggy, 
winch was being pushed by his 
parents who were standing be- 
tween the two cars waiting to 

hail a ta-ri 

. The boy's father, Yves Per- 
reard, a Swiss banker, described 
how he tried to free his son as 
passers-by shouted and at- 
tempted to make Sir Nicholas 
pull his car back to release the 
child. He said he later tried to 
find the driver but could not He 
said: “The defendant was in a 
trance stale." 



The party's over: Sir Nicholas Scott entering Horseferry Road court in London yesterday. 


The court was told that after 
being freed Thibault was taken 
to hospital, where a doctor 
found be had some reddening 
on his lower back but was oth- 
erwise unhurt 
Police interviewed Sir 
Nicholas two hours after the ac- 
cident at the nearby home of his 
doctor. They had received a 
telephone call to say that he was 
there waiting to be 'interviewed. 


Constable Philip Logan said 
that Sir Nicholas told him he 
had drunk a couple of glasses 
of wine at the party and was lat- 
er given a glass of whisky by his 
doctor. Tests showed that the 
MP had 98 milligrams of alco- 
hol per 100 millilitres of blood. 
The legal limit for driving is 80 
milligrams. 

Sir Nicholas, of Battersea, 
south-west London, told the 


court he was not used to the car. 
It had pulled forward but he did 
rot think anything serious had 
occurred. After being helped to 
reverse it. he went to see what 
had happened. He saw a child 
crying but was told by a paedi- 
atrician, who had been at the 

E arly, that the boy was not 
urt. He said he patted the child 
on the head and walked to the 
nearby Conservative con- 


stituency headquarters to phone 
for police or an ambulance. He 
added: "I didn't think there was 
any doubt about my identity. 1 
assumed people knew who 1 
was. I had no reason to believe 
anyone was injured." 

"Sir Nicholas said he had 
found the party offices dosed 
and had walked back to the 
scene to find people there ex- 
cited and in a state of “confu- 


Photograph: Edward Webb 


sion" so he dedded to wail for 
police at his doctor's home. He 
declined to comment after the 
case yesterday. 

Sir Nicholas, a leading Tory 
“wet", has been involved in 
controversy before. In 1994 he 
admitted that he misled Mi’s 
when he denied that his de- 
partment had been involved in 
wrecking tactics designed to 
kill the Disability Bill. 




The Department of the Envi- 
ronment yesterday! admitted: 
responsibility for the deaths of 
thousands offish m a river in Co ! 
Down, Northern Ireland. 

The salmon and trout died af- 
ter chemicals from a water 
treatment works in the Moume 
Mountains leaked into the Up- 
per Bann. Fish along an 18-mile 
stretch between -Ratbfriland 
and Banbridge were affected. 
Anglers said that it could be up 
to 15 years before the river was 
properly restocked. • 

The leak has been traced to 
an underwater pipe at .foe Fb- 
fanny water treatment works 


near the Spelga dam reservoir 
.iit.tbeJMourne&. 

Preliminary scientific analy- 
- sisftas still to be completed, but 
the Department of the Envi- 
ronment has promised that an 
immediate and detailed inquiry 
win be launched. 

The chief executive of the wa- 
ter sendee. Henry Plester, said: 
“We plan to cany out a fall 
investigation of the water- 
treatment works and its per- 
formance, and to take.the nec- 
essary steps to avoid a 
recurrence- of any problem 
which might be Identified." 

The Northern Ireland Fish- 


ery Conservancy Board reacted 
angrily to the disaster. Bill 
Smyth, foe chief executive of the 
board, said: “Fish of several 
generations, particularly 
trout, have been lost We will 
have to restock from other 
sources and it is going to take 
five to ten yearsfor foe river to 
recover.” 

Two other rivers in North- 
ern Ireland, foe Moume near 
Omagh, Co Tyrone, and 
the Bush at Portballintrae. 
Co Antrim, have been devas- 
tated in earlier killin gs of fish 
stocks caused by commercial 
pollution. 


Flyposter tells court he was 
‘set up’ for fatal shooting 
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A flyposter charged with shoot- 
ing two men, one of whom 
died, in a city' centre yesterday 
told a court foal he was nowhere 
near the scebe of foe attack. 

Marcel Williams, 32, of Old 
Trafford, Greater Manchester, 
told Liverpool Crown Court 
that he was at a barbecue in 
Halebams. Cheshire, from late 
afternoon until about 930pm 
before he went to a pub with his 
brother and ofoeT people. 

He then spent foe night at his 
girlfriend's fiat, but foe follow- 
ing day learnt that he was be- 
ing “set up" for foe shootings. 
He received a telephone call at 
his home from someone with a 
local accent saying that he was 
“a dead man". 


Mr Williams denies murder- 
ing Chris Horrox. 30. of Glos- 
sop. Derbyshire, and attempting 
to murder his business partner 
Jimmy Carr. 46. of Sale. 
Greater Manchester. 

The court has heard that Mr 
Carr and Mr Horrox were out 
at night putting up bills when Mr 
Carr was hit by four bullets and 
Mr Horrox was shot through foe 
head on 2 May 1994. 

Mr Williams said that he 
and Mr Carr “got on" and al- 
though they had different per- 
sonalities, there was no reason 
for him to shoot him. He said 
that he had only met Mr Hor- 
rax on one or two occasions and 
had thought he was a studeoL 
Four da vs before foe shoot- 


ing Mr Carr had told him and 
an acquaintance, Gregory 
Clark, that he had a consign- 
ment of guns coming that week- 
end. Mr Williams said. 

He said Mr Carr also claimed 
in early January that year that 
Mr Horrox was going to drive 
him down to London to pickup 
some guns and bring them tack 
to Manchester. 

Mr Carr has told foe court 
that he and Mr Horrox, who 
worked for his London-based 
brother, were out flyposting be- 
cause Mr Horrox had a rush job 
of film poster;. He said that they 
were about a mile from the 
city centre, when Mr Williams 
arrived and asked, “what's 
happening?" 


Mr Williams left and re- 
turned about 11pm when they 
were working at the junction of 
Sackvillc Street and Bombay 
Street, walked towards them 
and shot him twice, according 
to Mr Carr. 

He said that he pretended to 
be dead, was shot twice more 
and then heard Mr Williams 
shoot Mr Horrox. Convinced 
that he was dying he gathered 
several people around him 
and named Mr Williams as his 
assailant. 

Mr Carr, who runs foe fly- 
posting business in Manchester, 
has told foe court that he was 
not involved in the firearms or 
drugs trades. 

The case continues. 


Woman carer cleared 
in ‘mercy killing’ case 


A woman accused of attempt- 
ing to murder a 71 -year-old can- 
cer victim walked free from 
court yesterday after the pros- 
ecution offered no evidence 
and said it was not in the pub- 
lic interest for the case to pro- 
ceed. 

Rachel Heath, 31, of Wool- 
ston, Southampton, had con- 
tinually denied attempting to 
murder widow Kathleen Cor- 
field and a second offence of 
administering diamorphinc. 

Mrs Corfield, a retired civil 
servant, was receiving treat- 
ment for terminal cancer and 
died in Southampton General 
hospital in December 1 994. 

Minutes before she was due 
to appear in foe dock at Win- 
chester Crown Court. Mrs 
Heath, a home-help who had 
cared for Mrs Corfield, was told 
that the hearing was not going 


to proceed. She wept and 
hugged friends, but left refus- 
ing to make any comment. 

Philip Mott QC. for the pros- 
ecution. said foe derision had 
been taken to offer no evi- 
dence against foe defendant and 
she should be found not guilty. 
He explained the Crown Pros- 
ecution Service acted in accor- 
dance with a set of rules which 
made it clear there were two 
stages in a prosecution. 

The first stage was an evi- 
dential iesi but even if a case 
passed that one, prosecutors 
had to decide if the prosecution 
was in the public interest. 

He said the decision not to 
proceed was not caused by any 
re-assessment of the evidence, 
although it was fair to say the 
defendant had always denied 
any involvement in any illegal 
action. There was a balance of 


public interest factors, includ- 
ing a likely sentence. If a court 
was likely to impose a small or 
nominal penalty, that may be a 
major factor against prosecution 
in a trial which could take a long 
time, involving witnesses with 
emotional involvement and be- 
ing an emotional experience for 
the defendant herself. 

That was considered before 
a trial, but before a trial the 
prosecution could only have in 
mind a bracket of what a judge 
might consider by way of sen- 
tence. Mr Mott told Mr Justice 
Ognail: “Your lordship has very 
kindly made certain views 
known about your assessment 
of the evidence, even if we 
prove what is set oul those 
views must go into the balance 
and cause a consideration of the 
public interest.'' 

He said the decision, made at 



Rachel Heath: Not Guilty 
after no evidence offered 

a high level in foe CPS. had not 
taken lightly. 

Mr Justice Ognail said foe 
case involved very unusual cir- 
cumstances. “It should be clear- 
ly understood neither the 
investigating nor prosecuting 
agencies are to be faulted in any 
way over bringing the matter 
this far. They would, in my 
judgment, had been failing in 
(heir duty had they done any- 
thing else." 


SeUafield radiation ruled out 


FROM PAGE ONE 

a blaas of publicity in 1990, 
by the late Professor Martin 
Gardner, that paternal pre- 
conception irradiation might 
be responsible. 

Unable to get the conven- 
tional theories to pass muster, 
foe committee is looking at the 
idea first put forward by Dr Leo 
Kmlen of Oxford University, 
foal childhood leukaemias mav 


result from the influx into an iso- 
lated rural population of a large 
group of people from else- 
where - possibly bringing agents 
of infectious disease with them. 

At least one form of human 
leukaemia is known to be 
caused by a virus, so it is possi- 
ble that foe childhood leukae- 
mias may be due either to an as 
yet unknown human leukaemia 
virus, or may be a reaction to 
infection by other pathogens. 


But many communities 
around SeUofielU experienced a 
large influx of new populations 
in the 1950s and 1960s without 
suffering childhood leukaemias, 
so why is Se ascitic special? 

“T was visiting Sellaficld a 
year ago," Professor Bridges 
said, “and was shown a an aer- 
ial photograph of the site in the 
1950s and saw a row of Nissen 
huts beside foe river Elien.” The 
professor discovered foal foe 


--'tu.- 


sewage from foe construction 
workers' hub; went straight into 
foe river and drifted to foe coast- 
line. a mile from Seaseale. “This 
is foe oniv unique factor wc can 
sec that Seaseale has." he said. 

Although Professor Bridges 
stressed that no virus had been 
identified, he noted that no one 
bom after 1984, when a sewage 
treatment works was installed, 
had yet gone down with 
leukaemia. 



„ 



It begins over one 
hundred million years 
ago when naturally 
carbonated water 
first bubbled through 
a spring at Vergezc, 
southern France. 

This remarkable 
phenomenon lay 
unnoticed until 21 Sue. 
when Hannibal (of 
elephants fame! dis- 
covered it. When the 
Romans arrived, they 
proved quite partial 
to a drop, roo. 





Later still, Napoleon 
decreed that ic 
should be bottled 
“for the goodness of 
France." 

For centuries, the 
pleasures of this unique 
water were passed 
on from Frenchman 
to Frenchman. 

<5>'o Ni <S) 

But it took an 
Englishman to put it 
on the map. 

In 3 903 St. lohn 
Harmsworih found 
himself convalescing 
at Vergeze. Mindful 
of the water’s health- 
giving properties, his 
doctor prescribed ic. 

The effect was more 
dramatic than the 
doctor bargained 
for. Harmsworch 
immediately bought 
the spring and started 
bottling its contents 
for commercial sale. 



As a tribute, he named 
the new product 
after the man who 
had introduced it 
to him; Dr. Perrier. 
In a Further flash 
of inspiration, he 
modelled the bodes on 
the shape of foe Indian 
clubs he had been 
exercising with during 
his convalescence. El 
voila-Perrier water. 

Today, nothing much 
has changed. Perrier 
still gushes from chat 
same spring. 

Those same natural 
gases still infuse It with 
the same effervescence. 

It is still untouched by 
additives, chemicals 
and human hand. 

And oF course, it still 
sports its famous 
green glass bottle. 
(Glass, because mere 
plastic cannot preserve 
Perrier’s distinctive 
sparkle For Jong 
periods.) 

In short, it is still the 
original. 

Or should that be 
cauriginai? 
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New supplies 



non-British beet 


v I 
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BIG MACS ARE 

BACK AT 

MCDONALD’S TODAY. 


Last Sunday, in response to public concern about British beef, we 
withdrew ail beef products from our restaurants. 

Today, by this evening at the latest, you can again buy hamburgers, 
Big Macs and quarterpounders at McDonald’s. 

They are made exclusively of new supplies of non-British beef which 
come only from established McDonald’s suppliers. 

So you can be assured that our standards of quality and safety will 
remain as high as ever. 

You can be confident that we will still use only prime cuts of beet. We 
never have used and never will use offal or mechanically-recovered meat. 

We subject all our beef to 40 controls for quality and safety before, 
during and after production. 

These are the standards which we have always believed you have a 
right to expect. We still believe British beef is safe and we will use it again 
when public confidence in it has been restored. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your patience, 
trust and co-operation during the last few days. 


Paul Preston , President and Chief Executive Officer, McDonald’s Restaurants Limited 



i-Viiv i 


r ; 

j. ' 



: 




'.ifcraSral 

- Tffl 


. .•* Jr'aft 

. lirV-* 

- r T~ r.aftf? 


•' :- -r- p-S 

-•y- 

..jrvr-sfr 


rijsfe--.. 


to aoe si i 


■r;'v^e 

if 


m 

'■WTT? 











5 


HiT U** s fi * 

'"Sfis 


■■ 

: ..l” . 


„ ■ V -' 

.!S 


■••S' t 


.. r . ’■ 
-if>5 “ i? 





Care in the community: First they lost his notes, then they 
ignored his therapist’s report, then he slaughtered three people 


GLENDA COOPER 

Psychiatrists ignored a report 
detailing: the homicidal fan- 
tasies of the schizophrenic Ja- 
son Mitchell, who later went on 
to kill three people, an inquiry 
revealed yesterday. 

And key-evidence about 
Mitchells mental health was un- 
derrated and not passed on to 
different agencies. . 

The mquiry, which made 49 rec- 
ommendations, called for the 
scope of future menial health 
services to.be broadened so that 
patients’ psychological states 
were considered rather than just 
giving them medication. . 

Sir Louis Bkuo-Cooper QC 
who chained the inquiry, said: 
“Only then can there be a real 
hope and expectation that the 
seriously mentally disordered 
can be cared for and. treated 
such as. to reduce to an irre- 
ducible minimum the cases of 
hopiidde of near homicide/ 
In. December 1994 Jason 
Mitchell, then 24, strangled an 
elderly couple, Arthur and 
Shirley Wilson, in their home in 
Bramford, Suffolk, after ab- 
sconding from a half-way house. 
Five days Eater be strangled and 
dismembered his father, biding 
the head, arms and legs m the 
loft. 

Sir Louis said that the triple 
killings could not have been pre- 
dicted and were not pre- 
ventable. However he added: 
“Had differentsteps been tak- 
en at various stages from 1989 
onwards the ul tima te outcome 
might have been avoided.” 
Mitchell was sent to West Park 
Hospital, Epsom, Surrey, in 
1990 after he assaulted a 70- 


. year-old church cleaner with a 
basdtaJI bat, Aycar later he was 
given conditional discharge by 
a mental health review tribunal. 
He revealed his thoughts to 
Jackie Leaver, an occupation- 
al therapist at West Park, and 


light of their patients' emo- 
tional lives as well as their 
mental condition. 

It also notes that lack of com- 
munication between agencies 
had exacerbated the problems. 
“The prison services did not op- 


secn by courts or doctors deal- 
ing with his case as they were 
lost in the prison system. 

And when the mental health tri- 
bunal agreed that he could be 
conditionally discharged from 
West Park if suitable accom- 
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in February 1991 she reported crate sufficiently in harmony in modation could he found, they 
on his homicidal fantasies. ensuring that those discharged were unaware of the seriousness 


on his homicidal fantasies. 

Ms Leaver recorded that he had 
once “carried a machete around 
with him and fantasized about 
how he would use it if attacked 
— He also had a thought that 
it would be a fun thing to do if 
he killed a vicar for Christmas 
in his hometown of Bramford”. 
She warned: “If Jason returns 
to his. past way of life be could 
become a' danger in the com- 
munity.’' 

But Ms Leaver’s report was 
“dealt with dismissive^ by clin- 
icians and members of staff” 
said the inquiry. “Had there 
been a concerted effort to elic- 
it from Jason Mitchell himself 
the homicidal intention which 
he had flee tingly communicat- 
ed to some people . . . there 
would have been a perceived 
need for clinical evaluation.** 
The report calls on those re- 
sponsible for the care of the 
mentally ill to understand seri- 
ously disturbed behaviour in the 


Young risk health 
to ape supermodels 


Children as young as eleven are 
risking their health by hying to 
look like skinny supermodels, 
according to new research. . 

A Health Education Au- 
thority (HEA)sumy of 11- and 
12 -year-olds found that half of 
girls and one- third of boys had 
anxieties about the shape and 
weight of their bodies. It claims 
that, by the time they are twelve, 
twice as . many girls , as boys 
want to lose weight, and blames 
the influence of fashion mod- 
els for low self-confidence and 
poor self-image in' children as 
they strive in vain to live up to 
the supennodel ideal. 

• Parents, meanwhile, are 
floundering in their attempts to 
help because they are ill- 
equipped to discuss sensitive 
issues such as body image with 
their children, the report says. 

The HEA has called -for 
guidelines to be produced to 
help parents deal with the five 
stages of childhood - antenatal, 
postnatal, pre-school, 5- to 11- 
year-olds and teenagers. 


Kathy Elliott, director of 
family and child health at the 
HEA, said: “Parents* need for 
information only begins when 
they have their first baby but it 
continues, and evolves, as their 
children grow. They want reas- 
surance about what is ‘normal ’ 
behaviour.” 

Research found that mothers 
were often unprepared for the 
shock ofa new baby -even after 
antenatal classes. ~ and that 
outside support for the moth- 
ers lessened as their children 
grew older. 

The report recommends that 
- more attention should be given 
to. the emotional aspects of 
parenting, and m particular to 
the needs of fathers and boys 
who lacked awareness when it 
came to issues of stress, sex ed- 
ucation, and relationships. 

Despite the recommenda- 
tions, the report -the firet to ex- 
amine parents’ and children's 
perspectives on health - con- 
cludes that no model of par- 
enting is better than another. 
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into the community, either from 
prison or hospital axe properly 
supervised,” said Sir Louis. 
Records from when Mitchell 
was on remand and then in 
youth custody in the late 1980s 
showed he was exhibiting dis- 
turbing behaviour even then. 
But these records were never 


were unaware of the seriousness 
of the attack be had made on 
the church cleaner, Jim Powell. 
The panel recommended that 
in cases where serious or dan- 
gerous criminal acts involving 
mentally disordered people 
take place, the Crown Prose- 
cution Service should prepare 
a “full account”. 


Details should be passed on to 
all those involved in criminal 
proceedings, clinicians and to 
the Home Office where patiems 
are restricted. These papers 
should become pan of the pa- 
tient's clinical record. 
Christopher Wilson, son of 
Arthur and Shirit .7 said that 
there had been a “catalogue of 
errors". “I question the judg- 
ment of local professionals who 
considered Jason Mitchell suit- 
able to be integrated into the 
community/ he said. 

And Marjorie Wallace, chief ex- 
ecutive of the mental health 
charity Sane, said the inquiry 
showed that "the way in which 
the different agencies commu- 
nicate is more like a game of 
Chinese Whispers - by the time 
the decision is made 10 dis- 
charge someone it is based on 
partial and often confused in- 
formation!. 

The health minister, John 
Bowis, said Sir Louis' report “ 
makes it clear that there was no 
single act or omission that con- 
tributed to these tragic deaths”. 



Jason Mitchell: Clues to his mental state were ignored, an inquiry says Photograph: PA 
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There’s no need to make a song and dance about it, but 
the first Seif Assessment tax year begins on April 6th 1996. 

If you usually receive a tax return it will affect you. From 
April you’ll be under a. new obligation to make records of 
your tneome and expenses. 

ffliai records do you need to keep ] 

They mdede paysfips, bank and building society statements, 
dividend vouchers, business earnings and receipts, and any 
.othtf documents that couM relate to your tax. Putting 
these papers in a file or large envelope as you go along will 
make it easier to fill in your first new-style Self Assessment 
tax return in April 1997. 

How kmgdoyou have to keep them ....? 

You’ll need to keep these records for about two years, 
or up to six yews if you’re self-employed. So, starting 
the new system on the ri$it note will make Hfe a lot 
easier. If you need hdp, get in touch with your tax 
office tor tax adviser if you have one}, now. 

How to avoid penalties 

There will be a dear timetable setting out what you have to do by 
when. Keying to the right dates for sending back your tax return 
arid, making payments will mean you avoid interest and penalties 

Read the leaflet iri yqur next tax return 

To find out more, don’t miss the special leaflet we’ve included 
with your next tax retim, which should arrive soon. 

to help further, we’ve prepared free information guides. 
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our special number, anytime. (AiT calls are charged at 
the focal rati) 
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Please send me more information about Self Assessment. Please tick a box 
if you arei- Self-employed O Employed □ A Pensioner □ Seeking work □ 
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Bearing heralds 16-plus exams shake-up 


JUDITH JUDD 
and FRAN ABRAMS 

Ministers yesterday accepted 
wide-ranting reforms of exams 
for pupils after the age of Ih 
pul forward in a report herald- 
ed os the biggest shake-up for 
4U years. The report from Sir 
Ron Dearing aims to bridge the 
gap between academic and vo- 
cational qualifications by cre- 
ating a new national diploma for 
student* starting courses in 
September next year. 

A new Advanced Subsidiary 
exam to be taken after one year 
in the sixth form would en- 
courage students to study up to 
five subjects. And both A-lev- 

els and advanced vocational 
qualifications ( GNVQs) would 
become tougher. The latter 
would be renamed Applied A- 
levels. 

Sir Ron said: “How shall we 
achieve the aim of bringing 
academic and vocational path- 
ways together? There is only 
one way"; and that is by their in- 
trinsic quality: bv making them 
first class. - 

Teachers and politicians wel- 
comed Sir Ron's report. Gillian 
Shephard, Secretary of State for 
Education and Employment, 


The main recommendations 


G A new Natrona! Diploma lor students with two A-Levels, an applied 
A- Level (formerly Known as GNVQj or an equivalent job- related 
qualification. Diploma students must Sake ‘Key skills - - 
communication, number and information wctirrolo^, 

□ A new intermediate exam so students can study four or five subjects 
m tt lov«r sixth before choosing which three A-levels to cake. 

□ The lowest-achieving 20. per cent of M-yeerro.lds will have the 
chance to do work-based courses m further education colleges while 
remaining on their school's rolL 

3 High-fliers will be able to take revised Special Papers and to study 
for units of degree courses while still at school. They will also be 
ottered a revamped General Studies A- level. 

G Easier A- Levels in the arts and humanities will be made tougher so 
the same number of high grades are awarded, in all subjects and by all 
exam boards. 

□ Vocational A-Levels wiH be reformed, to improve their status with 
jroversities. and external examiners wiii be appointed. 

Q Youth training will be relaunched as a system of National 
Traineeships run jointly by employers and colleges. These will lead on 
to Modern Apprenticeships, job-based training which can lead to 
university entrance. 


suid: "We need a wide range of 
rigorous and high quality qual- 
ifications. Only in this way can 
we build a well educated and 
liichlv skilled adult population 
for the 21st century." 

David BlunkelL Labour's ed- 
ucation and employment 
spokesman, told the Commons: 
"U is time to sel aside the prej- 
udice that has been in place for 
for km long against those who 
aw prepared to soil their hands 


by working in industry and 
commerce." 

David Han. general secretary 
of the National Association of 
Head Teachers, said: “It is ab- 
solutely vital that GNVQs have 
equivalence with A-levels, oth- 
erwise the existing two-tier sys- 
tem will be perpetuated. 
Changing the name will not of 
itself give parity of esteem but, 
combined with more rigorous 
vocational awards, it will be a 


major step in the right direc- 
tion." 

He added, however, that the 
new diploma would not ensure 
that everyone studied a broad 
range of subjects because it was 
not compulsoiy. Independent 
and state school heads in the 
Joint Association's Curriculum 
Group welcomed the new Ad- 
vanced Subsidiary exam and die 
introduction of key skills but 
said they did not support the na- 
tional diploma. “Members are 
uncertain how attractive it will 
be to learners. Qualifications 
must also have a currency with 
employers and higher educa- 
tion. Only time wtil tell if that 
is the case." a spokesman said. 

University vice-chancellors 
backed the review's support for 
broader sixth-form education 
but warned that there were prac- 
tical obstacles to the proposal for 
bright sixth formers to take 
units of university courses. 

Doug McAvov, general sec- 
retary of ihe National Union of 
Teachers, said: “1 regret that Sir 
Ron has had to bow to the A- 
level gold standards lobby and 
has not been able to achieve 
greater integration of A-levels 
with other subjects." 

Education, page 19 


The Link: 



David Kelly, principal at Painter's College In Grays, Essex. 


{ We specialise too early in this country. I don't think there is 
anyone in the sector who isn't worried about the drop-out 
rate from A-Level. 1 would endorse the idea of intermediate ex- 
ams. My concern is about parity of esteem between vocational 
and academic education. If you are going to let the students 
transfer to college at 14 you should also allow the high-fliers 
to enjoy the range of subjects a sixth-form college can offer, 
such as psychology or a range of languages. Then you might 
have a chance of delivering. If you only let out the pupils - 
the schools want to get rid of, you will increase the divide ■ 
between vocational and academic education even further. ' 


Jordan Cotter, 17, is taking A-Levels in history PE and 
human biology: 

£ A few boys at my school finished their GCSE courses and 
didn't take any exams, and a lot of others didn’t pass any. 
I think letting them go tocollege is a good idea r- it seems 
pointless doing two years’ work for nothing. 

I don’t think you can even up the different A-leyel subjects. 
People say humanities anean easy option. 

They tell me PE is and easy A-tevel but in the last two years 1 
have had to study six. different areas in ■ 
depth. That’s quite hard. • ' ; 
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Sandra Simmons, 18, is studying for A-Levels in English, 
maths and psychology. 

4 Some people are better off doing work training. A friend of 
mine didn’t like the work we were doing at school and was 
asked to leave so he went and got a job as a mechanic. Now 
he's matured a lot and is doing really well. At our college we 
already do extra courses as well as our A-Levels. A lot of the 
coursework comes in the second year so to make up the time 
you do something that will interest you. I did a GCSE in pho- 
tography and a word-processing course. It - 
gives you the chance to take up new interests. 7 


EMILY DOWLING, 18, is studying for A-levels in English, 
Psychology and Politics. 

£ “I think they should make it easier for people to go back to 
school. Both my mum and dad went back to get Maths 
GCSE When they thought about it they thought they wouldn’t 
be able to do it because they would have to leam with 
16-year-olds. It was a hard decision. The assumption is that 
you don’t get colleges -with older people in. Also, they had to 
pay for it My dad left school at 14. If the government wants ■ 
to encourage people like him to go back into a 
education, they should make it free." 7 


Parents reveal cycle of bullying 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

Three out of five parents say 
that (heir children are bullied at 
school, according to a report 
published yesterday. 

Bullying sets up a cycle of 
misery, with parents who are 
bullied being more than twice 
as likely as others to have chil- 
dren who are bullied. 

The report from Leeds Met- 
ropolitan University and the Na- 
tional Confederation of Parent 
Teacher Associations comes af- 
ter the disappearance last Mon- 
dav of a 13-year-old Manchester 


girl who said she was being bul- 
lied at school triggered a na- 
tionwide alert. 

Sally McGrath, a pupil at 
Oakwood High School in 
Chorlton cum Hardy who left 
a note saying: “I can’t face an- 
other day aL school. They all 
hate me”, returned home safe- 
ly last night Her mother, Car- 
oline McGrath, who is head of 
a school for children with e mo- 
tional problems, said earlier 
that there had been an incident 
at school last Friday. She said 
her daughter had “reacted bad- 
ly to banter from classmates". 

Oakwood's deputy head- 


teacher, Ed Wyllie, said : “The 
school does not feel this is a 
straightforward case of bullying’'. 

The report thought to be the 
first to ask parents about bully- 
ing, found 62 per cent had been 
bullied and just over one-fifth be- 
lieved it had had long-term ef- 
fects. Around a quarter of 
parents of children who were 
bullied were unhappy about 
the way the school responded. 
Nearly all said they wanted 
written guidance from schools. 
They said playgrounds were 
the most dangerous places and - 
should be better supervised. 
One said: “Playgrounds are aw- 


ful places ... Any areas which 
are not observed give bullies the 
opportunity they seek.” . 

Another who had been -bul- 
lied told researchers: “It was 
never resolved. Up to the age 
of 15 I tried to beat the system 
— expelled from school lock- 
ups, approved school." 

Another described what hap- 
pened to. her four-year-old son: 
“He was kicked and hit, had 
work pulled away, was pushed 
off his chair, pushed out of line 
as he stood in the dinner queue.. 
Several times he was pinned to 
a wall — and he’s only been at 
school five months.” 
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Stricken tanker back at sea on journey to decide its fate 
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who hid source 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

LegalAflaifs .Editor 


Reform ofBritafri’s law on oon- 
tempiofcourtcame significantly 
doser yesterday after the Eu- 
ropean Court of Human Rights 
ruled that British judges had il- 


legally punished a journalist 
for refusing to reveaf a source. 

! The ruling in the tan'rfmartr 
case brought by freelance jour- 
nalist Bill Goodwin also makes 
dear that the Govermnoit would 
be at .risk of paying substantial 
compensation for any future 
breach of a journalist’s right to 
protect sources of information. 

Mr Goodwin,", now 30. was 
threatened with prison for five 
months when a 23-year-old 
graduate trainee for refusing to 
disdk^ a confidendtd sourts fics* 
a business slary for the Engineer 
magazine. The story was never 
published. At the end of pro- 
tracted litigation which went as 
far as the 'House, at Lords, he. 
was fined £5,000 for contempt 
of court under section 10 of the 
1981 Contempt of Court Act. . 


. . The section allows judges to 
order disclosure where this is 
. necessary for reasons of national 
security, the prevention of crime 
or disorder or — the baas of Mr 
Goodwin's punishment — “in 
the interests of justice". 

The European judges ruled 
that this wording was too wide, 
breaching the free speech guar- 
antee in Article 10 of the Eu- 
ropean Convention on Human 
Rights. The article says restric- 
tions cm free speech are not valid 
unless they are necessary in a de- 
mocratic society. The judges 
declared yesterday (hat “the 
watchdpg role Of the press is vi- 
ta] to democratic society”. 

Geoffrey Robertson QC, Mr 
Goodwin’s counsel, and Geof- 
frey Bindman, his solicitor, said 
yesterday that the Government 
would now have no alternative 
but to change section 10. 

Mr Bindman added that be- 
cause Mr Goodwin’s treatment 
bytheBritisb courts was tanta- 
mount to having been convicted 
of a crime, he would be seeking 
a Royal Pardon on his behalf. 


Predictably, the British judge 
at the Strasbourg court, former 
Foreign Office legal adviser Sir 
John Freeland, dissented from 
the judgment. But the ruling has 
finally proved right the prediction 
by former law lord Lord Scannan 

when the Contempt of Court Bill 

went through Parliament that in- 
clusion of the phrase “interests 
of justice" would result in a vio- 
lation of the convention. 

. Mr Robertson and Mr Bind- 
man said the case highlighted 
the need for a written Bill of 
Rights or incorporation of the 
convention into national law. 

While the cause of investiga- 
tive journalism has received a 
profound boost, with the 
prospect of British law being 
brought more into fine with oth- 
er European countries and the 
United States, Mr Goodwin ex- 
pressed regret yesterday that 
the only media organisation pre- 
pared to back the haul to Stras- 
bourg was the Wall Street Journal. 
The National Union of Jour- 
nalists and civil rights organisa- 
tions also provided backing. 



Sea Empress, the supertanker that last month spilt 70,000 tonnes of oil after hitting rocks off Milford Haven, being towed jV *“6® 

past St Ann’s Head en route for Belfast where it will be put in dry dock to decide whether or not it can be repaired Photograph, rod btrauon 


Ex- 


rugby international queries 
Lity of injury match referee 




Paralysed England rugby in- 
ternational Danny Heani yes- 
terday criticised the referee at 
the centre of a £1 m High Court 
damages action as “not of the 
highest competence”.' 

Mr Hearn was a 26-year-old 
Oxford Blue with seven England 
caps when he broke his neck 
during a match between Lon- 
don and Midland Counties and 
the All Blacks in October 1967. 

Giving evidence from his 
wheelchair bn behalf of Ben 
Smoldon, the 21-year-old hook- 
er who was left tetraplegic when 
a scrum collapsed during ail Oc- 
tober 1991 under-19Colts game 
between Sutton Coldfield and 
Burtcm on Thent, Mr Heain crit- 
icised the standandof control ex- 
ercised; •;% • match referee. 


Michael Nolan. He said that if, 
as alleged, it was correct that 
there were 25 scrum collapses 
before Mr Smoldon’s accident, 
Mr Nolan had fallen far short 
of the standard of the Stafford- 
shire Society of Rugby Football 
Union Referees. 

“1 think it’s a quite extraor- 
dinary number of collapsed 
serums and the fact be hadn’t 
been authoritative enough to 
prevent the number of scrums 
would suggest to me that he isn’t 
a referee of the highest com- 
petence,” he said “And partic- 
ularly a referee refereeing at 
that level, where he has an ex- 
,cesave-dntyof care for the pro- 
tection of those young people." 

Mr Smoldon of Sutton Cold- 
fiekfc West MidBands, is suing 


Mr Nolan and Thomas Whit- 
worth, a member of the op- 
posing team, who both deny 
liability. He daims the match 
was not played according to the 
laws of the game or in a sport- 
ing spirit. 

Mr Hearn, who was in charge 
of rugby at Haileybury College 
public school for 15 years, said 
a referee’s job was to be a 
calming influence and take the 
steam out of young enthusias- 
tic players. 

It was a matter of huge im- 
portance that he should “act be- 
fore the storm". “The potential 
for danger is greater at under- 
19 level which is exactly whythe 
laws were changed to reduce the 
risk element in the game. 

Headded- “Rugby football is 


not a game for young people to 
sort each other out ... If 
scrummages continue to be un- 
stable and, in fact, dangerous, 
he [the referee] has no option 
but to stop the game.” 

Earlier, a team-male, Robert 
Elias, said he started the game 
as hooter, but swapped with Mr 
Smoldon. who was on the wing, 
after 15 minutes because his 
neck was sore from the scrums. 
“I couldn't take too much more 
pressure on my neck,” he told 
Mr Justice Curtis. “I then had 
an outside view of what had 
been happening to me. The 
same kind of occurrences were 
happening - the scrums were 
being engaged with great force 
and had to be reformed” 

The case continues today. 








DAILY POEM 

At the side of the road 


By Cliff Forehaw 


Inside ; it seems that speed has dreamed them 
fiom the other of sun and trees; 
as rubber hums distance from blacktop, 
beasts migrate through this road. 


Court blow for 
asbestos claims 


mks 


On foot, abruptly out of woods, 
they could be half-worked forms, 
strhing to be free of stone or clay. 

Hare. OwL Old gods, fixed in flight or leap. 


But flattened, squashed: 
failed studies, bad maquettes; . 
day gone wrong - broken, binned; 
only spinning in the hub-cap's eye. . 


Here the ancient path is crossed out. crossed: 
an amputee’s stump dipped in pitch; 
old blood scabbed black; : 

a bitumen warning against the . door's grain. 


From underworld, dreamtime, 
a paw passes througfi tarmac riven. 

At the edge, where the water's ebb is frozen, 
a ning is fluttering, catching in the traffic's wake. 


Slowly, they will be shaped back to earth : 
worked at by insects, prodded by worms; 
or dragged back through the hedge tonight 
by the fox who lives wwi head-lights in his eyes. 


Cliff Forsbaw is completing a DPhil in Elizabethan literature 
at Wolfcon College, Oxford. Recent collections include Strange 
Tongues (1994). Esau's Children (1991), and Himalayan Fish. 
(1991) His work is also represented in the British Council an- 
thology New Writing 4 (eds. Byatt & Holiinghurst, 1995) and 
the Forward Book of Poetry 1996. This poem appears in his lat- 
est collection. The Dade County Book of the Dead {National Po- 
etry Foundation. 1995). . 


A senior Court of Appeal judge 
yesterday refused to concede 
that a hearing on asbestos- 
related cancels was a test case 
for up to 500 sufferers. 

A British multinational en- 
gineering company, T&N, is 
trying to overturn a High Court 
judge's landmark decision in 
October last year that it must 
pay damages over two cancer 
victims who as children played 
in the drifts of while dust which 
blanketed the roads around 
their homes. 

The High Court decision - 
the first time that a court had 
awarded compensation for as- 
bestos claims made by anyone 
other than those working in a 
plant - was hailed by solicitors 
representing victims as a test 
case for up to 40 other people 
in the Annley area of Leeds 
near the asbestos plant, and pos- 
sibly 500 nationally. But Lord 
Justice Russell said on the sec- 
ond day of the Court of .Appeal 
hearing that he was “far from 
satisfied" about reports that 
the High Court decision and the 
current appeal was a test case. 
“It has special features relating 


to' these two people and the 
High Court judge expressly re- 
jected the environmental argu- 


ment," he said. It was a feature 
of the two cases that the victims 
had told of asbestos dust lying 
like snow in their school play- 
ground and of malting snowballs 
from split bags of raw asbestos 
on the loading bay at the Eac- 
lory, JW Roberts, Lord Justice 
Ru&ell said. “This was a case 
about two people being ex- 
posed to high concentrations of 
a hazardous nature, playing at 
the loading bay. It does not re- 
late to other cases." 

Evelyn Margereson, 70, was 
awarded £50.000 by the High 
Court in Leeds for the death 
five years ago of her husband, 
Arthur, who had mesothelioma, 
a cancer of the chest lining. June 
Hancock, 60, who was award- 
ed £65,000, is suffering from the 
same disease. 

William Woodward QC, for 
T&N, has told Lord Justice Rus- 
sell and two other Court of Ap- 
peal judges that the dust outside 
the immediate area of the fac- 
tory and before regulations 
were introduced in 1933 had 
been deemed “not guilty" in the 
High Court judgment. He said 
it could not be determined 
which dust had caused the 
mesothelioma. 

The hearing continues. 
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It’s nothing to what 
you’ll save later 


Right now, if you replace your central heating 
bailer with one of the latest condensing types, you’ll 
receive £100 cashback.” 

A tidy sum by anyone’s reckoning. But nothing 
compared to the savings you’ll make in the future. 

Condensing boilers bum 15 to 20 per cent less 
gas or oil than conventional boilers. Putting; money in 
your pocket, year after year. 

Condensing boilers aren't the only energy 
saving ideas on special offer at the moment, either. 

Cashback offers arc also available for up- 
grading your heating controls. Cutting your fuel bill by 
up to a further 15 to 20 per cent. 

So why not catch them while you can? 

Every one will add to the warmth and comfort 
of your home. 

And, as well as saving money, you’ll also be 
helping to save the environment. 
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Yes, I am eager to condense my heating bills by 15 to 
20 per cent. Please send me details of cashback on 
condensing boilers, heating controls and other 
money-saving ideas. Call (local race) 0345 023005 
or send this coupon to: 

Energy Saving T rust PO Box 143, Birmingham, Bll 1BR. 


Name mn unw 


orreest 


Postcode 
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□ Please rick if you would like us to 
send you any further information 
in the future. 


WASTING ENERGY 
COSTS THE EARTH 



"GttWUlCX FUNDED Wf IKt EMWr S*VMG TlOKT AMD TUB 
DmumBncvM Envuoukmt 




ksued by the Departmer.i d the Environmeni 
n xsoomon with The Energy Swing Tmst 
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HnvnrsoeGd's car -'5 Early Summer Boohing Offer - including Che Hovercraft Dover to Calais price at £129 return - is fast running out. Not surprising when you consider this includes 
Premier Class: complimentary refreshment, newspaper and duty and tax free service at your seat. Book before 3 1 .03.96. Call Hoverspeed or see your local travel agent. 
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to stamp out 
racism in ranks 


MoD faces harsh criticism over ethnic relations 


Army chiefs will tomorrow 
unveil plans for a major shake- 
up of the treatment of ethnic 
minorities after a two-year 
investigation into racial 
discri mi nation. 

The .Army has reached an 
agreement with the Commission 
for Racial Equality and will sign 
a series of commitments 10 im- 
prove the lot of recruits from the 
ethnic minorities. 

The commission is eypecicd 
to dish out harsh criticism for 
the frequency with which racism 
Is encountered within Array 
ranks. Bui it will hold back farm 
iL> strongest sanctions after the 
Army aarccd to introduce 
changes to its procedures. 

Among the proposals are 
improvements io the career 
development for people from 
the ethnic minorities, and new 
recruitment initiatives. A much 
er eater programme of educa- 
tion will bs launched to boost 
awareness within the Army of 
race issues. 

The Ministry of Defence is 
determined to stamp out racism 
in all areas and is keen to move 
ahead rather than dwell on the 
past. 

The Armv. in particular the 


elite units such as the House- 
hold Cavalry and tbs five 
Guards regiments, has been pil- 
loried constantly for faffing to 
recruit from ethnic minorities. 

The commission stalled its in- 

quire into the scale of racism in 

ihe Army w hen a black soldier 
was barred from joining the 
Household Cavalry. The Prince 
of Wales brought concerns out 
into the open when he confid- 
ed his anrielv about Lhe lack of 
black faces among the guard at 
Buckingham Palace. 

.Although the occasional re- 
cruit from the ethnic minorities 
has made his way into the more 
preslieicus resiments. numbers 
overall have been few. Figures 
for 1993-94- revealed that re- 
cruitment from the ethnic 
minorities totalled just 1.8 per 
cent in the Royal Navy. 1 per 
cent in the .Army and 0.5 per 
cent in the Royal Air Force. In 
1994.95 numbers fell in the 
Navy io ft.6 per cent, while the 
Amiv figures remained at 1 per 
cent and lhe RAF rose to 12 
per cenL 

The MoD has struggled over 
lhe past seven years to introduce 
new initiatives to boost the 
□umbers of applicants and en- 


trants. Career advertisements 
have appeared in the ethnic me- 
dia, schools with large ethnic 
populations have been target- 
ed by recruiters, and a race 
relations code of practice has 
been disseminated throughout 
the services. 

A survey of the ethnic origins 
of serving personnel is under 
way, andabout 60 per cent of 
questionnaires have been re- 
turned so far. 

Defence officials do not deny 
that it is possible to find exam- 
ples of racism in the forces. 

“'There have been isolated 
cases," said one official. “It is 
like any other sector of society. 
But the Ministry is committed 
to eliminating racial discrimi- 
nation." 

But David Clark Labour’s de- 
fence spokesman called on the 
MoD to "get its act together". 
He said: "They have behaved 
most inesponsibly in the past. 
They have tried to sweep this is- 
sue under the carpet for too 
long and forsaken a potential- 
ly large reservoir of recruits. 

“We certainly welcome this 
change of heart by the MoD but 
we will be watching what they 
do most care full v." 
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As he likes rti Mark Rylance, artistic director of Shakespeare’s Globe hi Southwark,. London, Which opens next June Photograph: Edward Webb 
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to open Globe next year 
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MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Arts Correspondent 

Tbe first play to be performed 
at Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre 
- a recreation of the thatched 
wooden “O” used by the play- 
wright - will be The Two Gen- 
tlemen of Verona, it was 
announced yesterday. 

Rarefy performed, the early 
comedy is considered to be 
one of the least impressive" of 
Shakespeare’splays, with much; 
of the humour provided by. the 
clownish I^tmce.and^ 
natured do® Crab. 

Mark Rylance, the axtistiedi- 
rector of the Globe, said be 
chose the comedy, which cen- 
tres on the romantic twists and 
turns of two friends, Piraeus and 
\%dentine, because it was an ear- 
ly work by Shakespeare, and ap- 
propriate for the fledgling 
theatre's first production. “We 
don’t want to run before we can 
i walk,” he said. “I did consider 
CymbeUne but I don’t think we 
are ready for that yet” 

Part of the problem is that the 


stage is still . being builtoThe 
comedy will be performed on a 
temporary platform to ensure 
the stage is correct before be- 
ing set in oak. The first full sea- 
son begins in June next year. 

The Two Gentlemen of Verona 
will be directed for the theatre’s 
Prologue season by Jack Shep- 
herd, the playwright, iaictor and 
director, and longtime member 
of HQ Biyden’s Gottesioe Com- 
pany at the National Theatre. 

Postal booking for the pro- 
duction opened yesterday. 
Phone bpokmgs.wiH beginon23 
April, with 500 tickets at £5 each 
for those prepared to stand. Un- 
reserved baste wffibe£l^ 
reserved benches £16. . _ .. 

Rylance has yet to establish 
the core cast of ten actors and 
actresses who will perform in 
the first season, starting on 21 
August But be plans to act in 
The Two Gentlemen himself; in 
a part yet to be decided. 

Last August Mr Rylance re- 
vealed that he hoped present- 
day audiences would replicate 
the behaviour of their less re- 


strained Elizabethan predeces- 
sor by throwing fruit or heck- 
ling. Yesterday he revealed that 
he would be interested in 
reviving another tradition - in- 
tervals betweerrthe acts. 

“Elizabethan theatre.was a 
little like a baseball game or 
cricket wiateh'. it involved mu- 
sk^ clowns coming out to un- 
dermine what , was presented. 
Food and drink was passed 
- -round.” 

However, fre admitted he 
was troubled, by suggestions 
\ thatthe pregeft on the riverside 
” in Southwark close to the site 
of the original Globe wasmar- 
• keting itself as ah authentic re- 
’ construction. . 

"There is do way that anyone 

can say this is. the authentic 
Globe. But it is the best attempt 
at the moment,” he said. 

“We are doing an radar test 
on the archeological remains 
which stand below Southwark 
Bridge Road. That evidence will 
be available in five year’s time 
and we will alter the Globe in 
the light of that" 
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Exclusive Sony 
offer. 6 months 
Free line rental. 








Abbey National's range of mortgages means that you can move in on the one thats 
ideal for you. The choice for Home Movers includes: 

• A Fixed Rate or 5.29% 5.5% .APR until 3 1st May 199S plus 2 %j Cashback of up 
to £4,000. 

• A Variable Rate mortgage with a discount of 2% until 3 1st May 1 998 combined 
with a 2% Cashback of up to £4,000. 

• Or a 5° o Cashback of up to £6,000 with our Standard Variable Rate mortgage. 

If vou are an existing customer moving home we also have special offers just ior }ou. 

For more information please talk to one of our experienced mortgage advisors at 
vour nearest branch, or phone us free on 0800 100 800, Monday to Friday S.QOam 
to 9.00pm or Saturday 8.00am to 4.00pm, quoting reference A3S3E. 
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SONY CM -Ft 11 IK 



f NATIONAL 

The habit of a lifetime 


CDCC CONNSCTSOI-iTC 
rnCC VODAFONE LOVjCALL 
WITH NO TARIFF INCREASES 
GUARANTEED FOR UFE 


E15ICIL77+WD 
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Peak. lim« 8 OQ-19.DO Mon la Pri. 
Mandatary item-wo bilttns cftafE«J 
at £1.77 me VAT pa month. Line rental 
fiXtuted monthly m aSvancel and amuro 
cnatg a «a t >a debiwd to yom nonwat aa 
osda 'cha^jp or Delta cal Sti lt s chaiDsd tn 
umfcof 30 seconds after lhe Onambwt 


GUARANTEED PEACE OF HUB) 

Yfauc (Amv a livm! DV tv 14 
ne Qiibhlfl rnowy bstt pinodi. 


• EXCLUSIVE OFFER -a huge 
bargain on the UK’s smallest phone. 
Only available from Cellphones Direct 

• FRE LIKE RENTAL -for 6 months 
-save £90 inc VAT 

• FRE CONNECTION to Vodafone 
LowCall worfti £35^5 VAT 

•£139RRPWQRfflafge™ 

Sony accessories - Sorv Remote 
Commander and 
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SONY 

MODEL CM-R111K. 

♦ 9 speed dial memories ♦ 60 mins talk- . 
time ♦ 147ns standby -time ♦ Featherweight 
ordy 185g ({p/oazl ♦ Complete with charger 
and standard [battery 
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ORDER NOW WITH YOUR CREDIT CARD DETAILS FOR FREE DELIVERY IN 4 WORKING DAYS 


FREEPHONE 0500 000 888 

CREDIT CARD ORDERING HOTLINE WEEKDAYS A TO OF:/ WEEKENDS -'T 
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JOJOMOYES 

.The Labour Party 'leadership. 
askedJohzr Lloyd, its prospec- 
tive ca n dida te for Exeter, to 
stand down yesterday, following 
allegations about his involve- 
ment in terrorist activities in 

South Africa. 

•The party’s National Execu- 
tive Comminee said that Mr 
-Lloyd had “misled” both it and 
the general secretary of the 
party, Tom-. Sawyer, about 

information con ceming his can- 
didature. 

i A panel set up by the NEC 
to investigate claims about him 
concluded: “Mr Lloyd's lack of 
openness bad brought into 
question his credibility, and in- 
tegrity as a candidate”. It 
xtarned that if Mr Lloyd refused 
to stand down; it would rescind 
his endorsement as candidate. 

MrUoydythe deputy leader 
of Exeter City Council; is the 
first candidate chpsen for the 
forthcoming general election to 
be rejected after having been 
endorsed bythe NEC - 

He has been attacked by the 
Tbries after he admitted his in- 
volvement in terrorism in" South 
Africa in the 1960s. He was a : 
member of the African Resis- 
tance Movement, which aimed 
to oppose apartheid by planti- 
ng bombs at targets sodi as elec- 
tricity pylons and radio masts. 
However, Mr Lloyd, who works 
as a barrister, was also accused 
of betraying a fellow conspira- 
tor who was executed for plant- 
ing a bomb injohannesburg 
which killed one person. 

An earlier investigation by 
Labour officials cleared Mr 
Lloyd, and he was endorsed as 
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John Lloyd: Accused over 
his South African past 

the party's candidate for Exeter 
last year. But relatives of John 
Harris, the man who was exe- 
cuted, wrote to the NEC com- 
plaining about Labour’s 
derision to endorse Mr Lloyd 
as its candidate. They claim he 
refused to give evidence to the 
South African, court which 
could, have saved Mr Harris. 

. " Mb' Lloyd,. who fled to Britain 
after the court case in the 
196Qs, said yesterday. “They in- 
terviewed me last week- and 
asked me about my South 
African background and what 
I had told die local party. If you 
ask the party they will say noth- 
ing has come out since selection 
they had not known about” 
Throughout the row Mr 
LJqyd has had firm local sup- 
port. Keith Owen, chairman of 
Exeter Labour Party, said: 
“Most of the older members of 
the local party knew already 
about this. Those who didn’t 
were told about it in the selec- 
tion meeting ...' How can 
events 30 years ago in a differ- 
ent country affect politics in Ex- 


-wing 


COLIN BROWN- - 

Chief Political Correspondent 

John Major was urged yester- 
day by Conservative grass toots 
supporters to defend the 
nation's flag, the RoyaJFarmly, 
and the House of Lords, in Our 
Nation 's Future , a strongly right- 
wing manifesto for the general 
election to defeat -Tony Blair’s 
New Labour. 

The biggest consultation ex- 
ercise ever carried out by the 
Tory Party showed its support- 
ers across the country want Mr 
Major .to campaign on a plat- 
form mixing -patriotism with a 
strong doseof Euro-sceptidsm. 
Labour accused the Tbries of a. 
“lurcb to the right". 

The soundings of the Con- 
servative supporters in.. the 
country, published by- Tory , 
leaders yesterday. Showed that 
many in the party are hanker- 
ing for a return, to .the main 


ing for a return to .the main - pendii 
themes of Thatcherism to' of-GE 
defeat Labour’s plans. for de- 'nelh < 
volution, constitutional reform consti 
and joining the European Social beasi 
chapter. • . tax th 

Tory supporters said the UK the lo 
did not fly the flag enough, more 
Some called for the law to be wante 
changed to allow the Union welfar 
Flag to be flown from buildings and n< 
without consent; for the national fits, tib 
flag to be flown at the Censer- cludxn 
vative Party conference; and for • De l 
the national anthem to be the dc 
played more frequently. print f 

■ The results, which wUl be fed ifesto 
into the party manifesto for the Heels 
general election; will increase tymer 
the pressure oh the party lead- ' Paxlta 
ership for a strong right-wing- stress* 
appeal to the electorate. That .. surpri 

' _ ADVERTISEMENT 


■ could open the party to claims 
of fighting the next election on 
jingpisiTvand it may unsettle flic 
“One Nation” Tbries. who have 
been touted by Labour and the 
Liberal Democrats to defect. 

The Euro-sceptic tone in 
Our Nation's Future included re- 
sistance to any surrender of 
British sovereignty and calls to 
reject : any moves toward a 
“United States of Europe". 

The majority were “sceptical” 

■ about a single currency and 
were reluctant to see Britain join 
up, but the party favoured con- 
tinued British membership 
of the European Union, said 
Brian Mawbhmey, the chairman 
of the Conservative Party. 

they were highly critical of 
the European Court of Justice 
and its overruling of derisions 
by British courts. 

The Chancellor was urged to 
make deeper cuts in public ex- 

- penditme down to 30 per cent 
of GDP. and in taxation. Ken-’ 
nelh Garke's own Rusbcliffe 
-constituency said there should 
be a substantial increase in the 
tax threshold to take more of 
the low-paid out of tax - but 
more right-wing supporters 
wanted direct tax cuts. The - 
welfare state was also too large, 
and needed targeting of bene- 
fits, through means testing, in- 
cluding child benefit. 

- Dc Mawhinney insisted that 
the document was not a -blue- 
print for the Conservative man- 
ifesto for the general election. 
He claimed it showed the par- 
ty membership in tune with the 
Parliamenlaiy party and 
stressed that he had not been 
surprised by any of the results. 


1001 Household Tips 


A new book. The Complete 
Handbook of Household Tips. 
makes housework easier and 
faster... repair and cleaning 
tasks simplex!.; cooking and 
laundry almost a pleasure. i. : 
and modi more. Here are a 
few facts covered in this book; 

• Make your dishwasher clean 
better than ever before 

• A first rate way to make 

stainless steel shine like glass 

• Make buttons stay on longer 

• Wben.to tmu y our mattress 

• A clever way to gel rid of 
smoke smell from your hoine 

• How : to prevent batfcroom 

minors steamingup- 

• Make cut flowers last longer 

• How to tell if an egg is fresh 

• Eliminate refrigerator odour 

• Make fruit ripen faster 

• A little known trick to make 
your ice cubes crystal clear 

• 6 way s to avoid ironing , \ 

• How to stop bathroom smells 

• New Ways to cut phonebills 


• Rid your home of insects and 

r Cto3og drains quickly 
•5 tips to speed up house 
cleaning chores 

• How to make more space in 
your wardrobe 

• 5 ways to deal with draughts 

• How to test a fuse . 

To order The Complete Hand- 
book of Household Tips send , 
your name, address and book 
title with payment, (cheque. 
Switch or Visa/Access with 
expiry date) of £9.95 .which 
includes postage & handling , 
to Carnefl pk,Dept HTH2',. j 
Alresford, nr. Colchester, ! 
Essex C078AP, or telephone 1 
tbeir 24 hour order line on : 
01206 825600 (quoting above ' 
Dept code). Aflow up to 14 ; 
days for delivery. You may ; 
return the boot . any- . time. , 
within three months for-a-j 
foil refund if not ' 

satisfied. 
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eter today?” He said that at the 
local party’s annual meeting in 
• February there was a 70-2 vote 
In support of keeping Mr Lloyd 
as a candidate. 

■ A fresh row' was brewing Iasi 
night over the selection of 
Michael Wills; a TV' producer, 
as the Labour candidate for 
Swindon North after the Swin- 
don Labour Party passed a rao- 
- non calling for a rerun by the 
NEC, writes Colin Brown. 

A motion by the white-collar 
MSF union, passed unani- 
mously, said it would mean 
local party members would 
have no say in the selection of 
the candidate. Local party sup- 
porters are backing art activist, 
Jim D' Avila, who has been 
protesting at losing the contest- 
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Pet therapy: Abigafl Miles (8), her brother Edward (2) and their dogs take a break during a conference organised by the 
Society for Companion Animal Studies to highlight the social and health benefits of keeping pets Photograph: Kalpesh Lathigra 


Burma 

boycott 

urged 

CHRIS BLACKHURST 
Westminster Correspondent 

Children working under slave 
labour conditions are being 

used lo build hotels and roads 
to cope with an expected surge 
in western tourists visiting Bur- 
ma, it was claimed yesterday, as 
u campaign was launched to urge 
tourists to boycott the country 
because of iu> human rights 
record and repressive regime. 

Last year, about 2,000 
Britons holidayed in Burma but 
the country’s military' junta 
wants to boost the numbers dra- 
matically and has designated 
1996 “ Visit Burma Year", in an 
attempt to attract hard curren- 
cy and achieve legitimacy in the 
eyes of the rest of the world, the 
Labour Rim 1 and Burmese pro- 
democracy campaigners said. 

Derek Falchett. Labour s for- 
eign affairs spokesman, called 
on the Government to dis- 
courage trade links forged by a 
recent business delegation. He 
said he had been told that a plan 
to send a second trade delega- 
tion was being reconsidered. 
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Rabin’s assassin gets life sentence 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

Jerusalem 

An Israeli court yesterday sen- 
lenced Yigal Amir, the religious 
student who shot dead Yitzhak 
Rabin, to life imprisonment. 
Judge Edmund Lew said: 
“With premeditation and amaz- 
ing calm, he decided that the 
death of the late prime minis- 
ter was the only way to stop tiie 
peace process he opposed." 

Amir, who confessed to 
shooting Mr Rabin in the back 
as he left a peace rally in Tel 
Aviv on 4 November, looked 
less assured than during his pre- 
vious court appearances, but 
expressed no regret for his ac- 
tion. He told the court: “Every- 
thing I did. I did for God- for 
the Torah of Israel, the people 
of Israel and the land of Israel." 

The court dismissed a de- 
fence plea for a manslaughter 
conviction. Judge Levy said: 
“Our conclusion is that he had 
no doubt about his intention to 
kill.*' As well as receiving the 
maximum life sentence, Amir, 
a 25-year-old law student, was 
also given six years, to be served 
consecutively, for wounding 
Rabin's bodyguard. 

As he was led from the court. 
Amir shouted: “The state of 
Israel is a monster." During the 
two-month trial he gave con- 
flicting evidence, at one point 
saying he had only intended to 
paralyse Rabin. 

The prosecution produced 
statements made by him 
immediately after the assassi- 
nation in which he said he 
wanted Rabin dead. 

An examination by psychia- 
trists during the triaf said Amir 
had “narcissistic and schizoid’ 
tendencies but was sane. At 
times during (he (rial he took 
over from one of his lawyers, a 
right-wing Israeli settler from 
Texas, with uncertain Hebrew - 
in order to question police 


witnesses. Another lawyer said 
vesterday that Amir has an IQ 
of 144. far above average. His 
confident smirk irritated many 
Israelis watching the trial on 
television, but it was not in 
evidence yesterday. 

The son of an Orthodox rab- 
bi and a kindergarten teacher 
who came originally from 
Yemen. Amir received a reli- 
gious education. After leaving 
che army he went to Bar-Ifan. 
a religious university near Tel 
Aviv. 'where he was a leading 
meraher of nationalist religious 
circles- He took part in demon- 
strations against the Oslo peace 
accords and the partial Israeli 
withdrawal from the West 
Bank. 

He stalked Rabin for a year 
before he killed him. Through- 
out the trial there was no doubt 
that he was the killer since he 
was arrested immediately af- 
terwards. and the assassination 
was filmed by an amateur video 
recorder. The Shamgar com- 
mission is to report today on the 
sccu rity b re a kdown which 
allowed Amir to get so close to 
his victim. 

In the immediate aftermath 
of the tilling it appeared that 
the murder of Rabin would 
prove counter-productive for 
the religious right. Shimon 
Peres, his successor, withdraw 
the Israeli army from several 
Palestinian towns on the West 
Bank without any protest Israeli 
settlers on the West Bank were 
left isolated. The Labour Par- 
ty appeared to be coasting to an 
election victory on 29 May. 

But the murder helped initi- 
ate a cycle of violence which still 
continues. The desire of the 
Shin Bet domestic security 
agency to restore its reputation 
- and of Mr Peres to show that 
he was tough on security - 
helped to ensure that Israel 
went ahead with a plan to as- 
sassinate Yahya Ayyash, the 












Trial's end: Courtroom television monitors showing Amir seated between police officers as the verdict is read out 


Palestinian bomb-maker, in come an Israeli version of the 
Gaza on 4 January. This, in turn. OJ Simpson trial, in which 


set the stage for the four suicide 
bombs which killed 62 people 
in Israel within nine days. 

The government feared the 
Tel Aviv courtroom would be- 


Amir would be able to justify his 
views to the public. In the 
event, the judge prevented him 
from making any political 
statements. 


The drama of the trial was broadcast live on television, 
also deflated by the wrangling yesterday, the first time this has 
between Amir and his lawyers, happened since the trialof 


who included an immigrant 
from America who appeared 
unfamilia r with Israeli (aw. The 
verdicL and sentencing were 


Adolf Eichmann. 

Meanwhile. Ehud Barak, the 
Foreign Minister, said yesterday 
that Israel will not withdraw 


Photograph: Reuter 

from Hebron, the last West ' 
Bank city it occupies, until the 
Palestinians stop terrorist 
bombers. He suggested that 
talks on a permanent peace 
agreement, set to begin in May, 
might be delayed. 


China bars Patten’s men from future role in Hong Kong 


STEPHEN VINES 

Hong Kong 

Any lingering doubts about 
whether China will tolerate the 
smallest degree of indepen- 
dence in the running of Hong 
Kong have been dispelled this 
week, in moves that have 
surprised even some of China's 
most enthusiastic supporters 
in the territory, which reverts to 
Chinese rule next year. 


At the beginning of the week, 
Lu Ping. China’s most senior 
official dealing with Hong 
Kong, said the only member of 
Peking's hand-picked Prepara- 
tory Committee, who voted 
against the dissolution of the 
existing legislature and its 
replacement by a temporary 
appointed body, would be 
barred from serving on the new' 
council and could not take part 
in the selection of members. 


It was later confirmed also 
that no members of the major- 
ity Democratic Party would be 
allowed to join the council. 

Then, China announced the 
new body would be established 
before the end of colonial rule 
and would enact a host of laws 
scrapping the modest democ- 
ratic reforms introduced by the 
Governor. Chris Patten. 

The following day. China 
stipulated that civil servants 


would have to declare loyalty to 
the new body if they wished to 
remain in its employment 
Traditionally, civil servants 
have always been considered 
part of the executive wing of 
government and have never 
been called on to express views 
on the nature of the legislature. 
But an unnamed Chinese offi- 
cial was quoted by the pro- 
Peking Hongkong Standard as 
saying the new regime would 


not tolerate senior officials who 
had supported Mr Patten- 

China has denied intending 
to establish a shadow govern- 
ment but seems to be trying 
instead to neutralise the fatten 
administration . 

China’s unwillingness to tol- 
erate any dissent, even from 
those serving on bodies it has 
picked to advise Peking on the 
transfer of power, has been 
criticised by Mr Patten, the 


Foreign Office and Washington. 
But although they have all 
protested against the disman- 
tling of the existing legislature, 
China has shown no sign of 
concern about these protests. 

The move to get civil servants 
to distance themselves from 
the Governor publicly has 
prompted rare expressions of 
unease from Peking’s support- 
ers m the territory. Eric Li, of 
the Preparatory Committee. 


said: “Civil servants should not 
have a political stance, or 
publicise their political w3i." 

Michael DeGolyer, head of 
the Baptist University’s Hong 
Kong Transition Project, a 
study of issues raised by the 
hand-over of power, pointed out 
that public declarations of 
loyalty would also be required 
from the judiciary. This would 
constitute a serious challenge to 
their independence, he said. 
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ROBERT BLOCK 
Johannesburg 

The stage is set for a potentially 
bloody confrontation today be- 
tween police and thousands of 
mostly Zulu supporters of the 
Inkatha Freedom Party who 
will descend on Johannesburg 
this morning to commemorate 
the 1994 Shell House killings. 

Tensions between Inkatha 
and the African National Con- 
gress (ANC) have reached boil- 
ing point over Inkatha s vow to 
de fy a new law banning the car- 
rying of traditional weapons - 
such as spears and knobkerries 
- in public. The law was passed 
last week as a step towards 


reducing violence between 
Inkatha. for which the canying 
of spears is considered a sym- 
bol of Zulu manhood and an 
inalienable right, and its rivals 
in the ANC. 

President Nelson Mandela 
said earlier this week that the 
government would not tolerate 
demonstrations that threatened 
peoples’ lives and vowed that 
effective security measures 
would be taken today to prevent 
a repetition of the* bloodbath 
that took place during the 
march two years ago. 

Eight Zulu marchers were 
shot dead outside the ANC’s 
Shell House headquarters on 2S 
March 1994. In total, more 


than 50 people were killed in 
and around Johannesburg dur- 
ing the march by Inkatha 
supporters through the city. 

The rising tensions and fears 
of violence that might effect the 
stability of Mr Mandela's post- 
apartheid government yesterday 
hit the rand, which dropped 
against the dollar and the pound. 

An Inkatha spokesman, 
Themba Kboza. claimed there 
was an ANC plot to provoke 
violence against Zulus. How- 
ever, the ANC’s deputy secre- 
taty-generaL Cheryl Carolus, 
said the claims were “outra- 
geous. ludicrous and provoca- 
tive'’ and were only meant to 
promote fear and conflict 


Briton 

relives 

kidnap 

ordeal 


ROBERT MHJLfKEN 
Sydney 

A Briton told the backpacker 
murders trial yesterday how he 
fled for his life from the man 
who now stands accused of 
being a serial killer. ■ 

In the New South Wales 
Supreme Court Ivan Milal. 51. 
pleads not guilty to murdering 
two British women - Joanne 
Walters and Caroline Clarke, 
both 22 - two Australian 
teenagers and three young Ger- 
mans. They all disappeared 
while hitch-hiking near Sydney 
between December I9S9 and 
April 1992. Their mutilated 
bodies were later found in the 
Belanglo State Forest south of 
Sydney. Most of the backpack- 
ers had been stabbed to death, 
while Ms Clarke and one of the 
Germans had been shot 
repeatedly in the head. 

Mr Muat also denies ab- 
ducting Raul Onions, the Briton 
in the witness box yesterday, 
when Mr Onions was visiting 
Australia in 1990. Mr Onions, 
30, a testing engineer from 
WillenhaU, West Midlands, has 
been under police protection 
■chirp he arrived in Australia last 
Friday to give evidence. 

The jury of eight men and 
four women heard Mr Onions 
describe how he left Sydney on 
25 January 1990 to hitch-hike 
along the Hume Highway to- 
wards Melbourne. Mr Onions 
said that a man had offered him 
a lift as faras Canberra. “As we 
drove along, his attitude 
changed and he wasn't too 
friendly. He talked about all the 
ethnic people in Australia and 
die British in Nortbem Ireland, 
and how we shouldn't be there. 
The conversation got a bit anti. 
I got a bit nervous.” 

After half an hour, the driver 
stopped the four-wheel drive 
vehicle under the pretence of 
searching for cassette tapes un- 
der the seat Instead, he pro- 
duced a rifle. “The gun was 
pointed straight at me,” Mr 
Onions said. “I could feel mv 
voice shakiiig. I couldn't believe 
it. I said, ‘Calm down’.” 

As he fled along the highway, 
he said, he heard the gun go off. 
“I started dodging the best I 
could.” The man chased him 
and caught him. “I thought, 
This was my last chance. I’ve 
got to gel away’.” He struggled 
free, stood in front of an 
on-coming van and jumped in. 
The driver took him to the 
police station in the town of 
Bowral. ■ 

Mr Onions returned to 
Britain, but went back to Aus- 
tralia in May 1994 to assist 
police after the backpacker 
serial killings came to light. In 
court yesterday, a video was 
played showing 13 photographs 
of men which police showed to 
Mr Onions in 1994. He identi- 
fied yesterday, as he did then, 
the fourth picture as that of the 
man who attacked him. When 
Mark Tedeschi QC the state 
prosecutor, asked Mr Onions if 
he could see that man in court, 
Mr Onions pointed to Mr Mi- 
lat, sitting in the dock about 
three metres to his right, and 
said: “That’s him there." 

The trial continues. 


Zia to step down until Bangladesh election 


ANIS AHMED 

Reuter 

Dhaka — The Prime Minister 
of Bangladesh . Begum Khale- 
da Zia, gave in to months of 
pressure yesterday and asked 
President Abdur Rahman 


quested the president to give his 
assent to the Constitution (13th 
.Amendment) Act, 1996, passed 
on Tuesday and immediately 
take the initiative to form a non- 
party caretaker government," 
state television said, adding 
that the prime minister reiter- 
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eminent to oversee 
lions. Senior bureaucrats had 
told the president earlier that 
they could not work from today 
unless the country's political 
crisis was resolved. 

“The Prime Minister has re- 


in May. However, Mrs 
Zia’s move stopped short of 
meeting opposition demands 
that she resign by yesterday. 

Senior bureaucrats had ear- 
lier asked the president to set 
up a caretaker administration. 


“The administration, econo- 
my and law and order have all 
collapsed. As there is no ob- 
stacle to the formation of the 
caretaker government, we have 
suggested to the president that 
it should be formed immedi- 
ately^saida statement signed 


Ayubur Rahman, the country’s 
most senior civil servant, warn- 
ing that workers would not be 
able to perform their duties “un- 
less the situation improves". 

Analysts and diplomats de- 
scribed (he bureaucrats’ move as 


a blow to Mis Zia's government 
“It suggests that Mrs Zia’s days 
have now been reduced to 
hours," one diplomat said. 

The bureaucrats expressed 
their inability to work shortly af- 
ter opposition parties had said 
Mrs Zia must stand down to en- 
able a new law mandating a 
caretaker government to take ef- 
fect. Parliament, which almost 
entirely consists of members of 
Mrs Zia’s Bangladesh Nation- 
alist Party passed the law on 
Tuesday in an attempt to end 
the long-running political crisis. 



Tested at Formula 1. Now it's your turn. 


The new Audi A6 is the first executive car wiih 5 valve engine technology derived from the raretrarb 
For more information and test drive details call 0345 998877. 


GOOD 

Urnpnmg Mi Hrfinft. 




{.-■1 




irani 


"M 

• -A ' «* 


• -•* 

• * 

' M 

-a 

-‘St 


$Q 


Ht' y, 




: 



S 





? v l i 


. -'IV 
• 

' J.i "■'•’■y. 

' -Ok 

•' ••• s> 

"-. .•* -*si 
■• . 


• -’OS 


* 

I- . 

•Hi. 




e’.v 
,fc xrv <. 


;- i 
v 


uv * 




! THE rNTEPENnENT - THURSDAY SS MARCH 1996 


11 



r • ■ 



Nuclear smuggling: The West fears dangerous material could pass to terrorists as Afghans peddle contraband to highest bidder 




uni mcgirk - 

Peshawar ^ ■ ■ •’ .. • 

Iran is reported to have bought 
enriched u ranium fimm Russian 
diplomats based izr Mazar-e- 
ShariL in northern Af ghanistan, 
according to Western diplo- 
matic sources. 

The enriched uranium is part 
of a lethal hoard of strategic 
nuclear equipment that is bemg 
plundered from high security 
installations in the former 
Soviet republics and smuggled 
down to Afghanistan and the 
Pakistani frontier city of 
Peshawar, as revealed in The 
Independent on Sunday this 
weekend. 

This enriched uranium - 
bought secretly- by Iran, two . 
I months ago - was pilfered by 
^underpaid security guards at a 
udear plant in Kazakstan as 
art of their “bonus”. From 
ntral Asia it was transport- 



ed in lead cylinders to'Mazar- 
e-$harif^Theenridiedurainum, 
used to make atomic bombs, 
was peddled to the Iranians by 
Russian diplomats -based in 
Mazar-e-Sharif, a city under the 
control of an Afghan warlord. 
General Abdoh-ashid Dostum. 

Mazar-e-Sbarif is just a tran- 
sit point on the nuclear smug- 
gling route. Some Western 
diplomats are alarmed that the. 
Russians have a huge consulate 
of 52 staff there. The main 
destination for nudear wares is, 
increasingly, Peshawar- There, 
nuclear salesmen, . usually 
Afghans, are offering to sell 
such dangerous contraband as 
enriched uranium, super-pow- 
erful magnets, catalysts, and 
alloys for making the shells of 
thermo-nuclear warheads. 

This lethal nuclear contra- 
band is coming down the same 
trans-Asia pipeline used by 
Afghans to move guns, heroin 
and looted Buddha statues, 
some worth hundreds of thou- 


sands of - dollars, through 
Moscow and into Europe. Few 
Afghan smugglers now bolding 
this nuclear material are aware 
of its radioactive effects. 

..-In. Washington, the CIA 
director, John Deutch, ex- 
pressed concern over the threat 
of “loose nukes” being smug- 
gled out of the former Soviet 
Union: He said that since the 
collapse .of the USSR, the 
Russians 1 ability to maintain 
tight control over their nuclear 
facilities had slackened. 

. According to the CIA. Iran is 
secretly building up its own 
. nudear weapons programme 
and is a leading buyer of the 
contraband. In Peshawar, one 
Westerner in contact with the 
dealers talks of "Iranian 
colonels and majors walking 
around with 'Samsonite suit- 
cases full of $100 bills, who- are 
shopping for this stuff”. 

Other keen buyers are Iraq, 
North Korea, Libya, and pos- 
sibly Pakistan, all suspected of 
making nudear weapons. The 
other interested shoppers are 
Western governments who are 
anxious to stop the former So- 
viet U mo ns’s pilfered nuclear 
technology from bemg grabbed 
by terrorist groups. 

One Western diplomat in 
the Pakistan capital Islamabad, 
remarked: “This material is 
supposed to be strictly con- 
trolled. and if the Russian mafia 
or somebody else is smuggling 
this out, then It’s very serious. 
Many of these things being 
hawked around are radioactive; 
We’re worried, about a disaster. . 
Not only is this dangerous to the 
individuals. who are moving it 
around, tratf there's also poten- 
tial for a terrorist group buying 
up bitsand pieces.” . 

The project- of terrorists 



Nuclear frontier: A Pakistani guard at the Khyber pass on the border with Afghanistan, part of the smuggling route from the former Soviet Union Photograph: Tom Pilston 


Peshawar is not the far-fetched 
stuff of spv novels. . Islamic 
extremists from many coun- 
tries used Peshawar 3S a base 
from 1979 onwards during the 
Afghan jihad, or holy war, 
against the Soviet forces. Even 
after the Soviet withdrawal in 
1989, many Muslim extremists 
stayed bn. Under pressure from 
foreign governments, the 
Pakistani prime minister, 
Benazir Bhutto, has tried to 
expel these Islamic revolution- 
anes but many of them simply 
vanished across the border into 
lawless Afghanistan. 


“Contrary towhatlbm Clan- 
cy writes, its not that easy to dis- 
mantle and sell off a nudear 
weapon. As far 3S we know, that 
isn’t available in Peshawar- not 
yet, anyway,” said a military 
expert at " one Islamabad 
embassy approached by Afghan 
nuclear salesmen. 

Often, antiquities smugglers 
run a sideline in nuclear mer- 
chandise. One Western art ex- 
pert, who was expecting to see 
plundered antiquities from 
Afghanistan, instead was shown 
a 1.200kg stash of enriched 
uranium. It’was hidden under 
the floorboards of a house in a 
residential area of Peshawar. 
The uranium came in 5kg lead 
cylinders that resembled “med- 
icine jars". He said: “I got the 
impression that these smug- 
glers didn’t know how to 
handle the stuff at all.” 

A strategic steel alloy - used 
in making atomic submarine 
bulls as weD as nuclear bomb 
casings - is also now being 
peddled in Peshawar by a Russ- 
ian engineer. The Russian 
claims that the alloy has been 
brought down through Turk- 
menistan into Afghanistan 
along the old smuggling routes. 
From there it was transported 
across the mountain pass of 
Parachinar into Pakistan’s 
tribal territories. 

General Naseerullah Babar, 
the Pakistan interior minister, 
admitted that bis government 


was approached by smugglers 
bearing nuclear shopping lists. 
“A lot of these items are com- 
ing out [of the former Soviet 
Union]. Even this morning, 
there was someone here offer- 
ing these things. They bring 
photographs and things, and wc 
ask experts to look at the ma- 
terial and the Russian writing. 


But when we ask them to bring 
it, they don’t.” he said. 

Some diplomats are worried 
that Afghan traders may have 
been tricked by nuclear suppli- 
ers in the former Soviet re- 
publics into purchasing 
worthless - but highly radioac- 
tive - “nuclear rubbish". One 
Western military expert said: 


“These .Afghans end up irradi- 
ating themselves, and then 
dying six months later. They're 
crazy.” 

Often, Western embassies 
are the target of hoaxers. “They 
show us a polaraid of some 
cylinders ana they say: “Give us 
S5m. Wc know you want it.' Bui 
when we ask for samples, they 


refuse. For all wc know, it could 
be just radioactive waste 
scooped off the rubbish heap of 
some Russian hospital." The 
diplomat added wearily: “But 
we have to check it all out. The 
consequences are too dire." 

Western embassies in Islam- 
abad claim that Pakistan is 
helpless to stop these nuclear 


traders because their long, 
mountainous border with 
Afghanistan cannot be seafed 
off. One diplomat said, “These 
Afghans are real entrepreneurs. 
They want money, and they 
don't care if somebody like a 
terrorist dumps this radioactive 
material into the water supply 
or makes it into a bomb.” 
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Amount invested 

GROSS* RATE 

£50,000+ 
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casts shadow 
on Prado show 
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Red faces: The president of the Madrid region admiring the recently discovered painting wrongly attributed to Goya 


Photograph: Reuter 


ELIZABETH NASH 

Madrid 

The Prado Museum in. Madrid 
launches a huge two-monih 
Goya exhibition tomorrow, 
part of an ambitious “Goya . 
year” to mark the 220th an- 
niversary of the Spanish mas- : 
tor’s birth. However, the fanfar e 
has not drowned out discord 
created on the eve of the 
celebrations by the museum’s 
over-enthusiastic discovery of a 
Goya that wasn’t. - 
A religious painting, which! 
was uncovered ' during the 
restoration of the late dictator 
Franco's former torture cham- 
bers in Madrid, earlier this 
mouth, was hailed within hours. 
of its discovery as a Goya by the 
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director of the Prado, Jose 
Maria Luzon. Mr Luzon, an 
archaeologist by training with no. 

presides, over the largest col- 
lection of Goyas in the world. 

“It is a cracker of a Goya,” he 

said, before returning with a 
heavy cold to his sick bed 
whencetae bad been summoned 
to announce the find to the 
world.' Except that it was not- 
The painting, showing angels 
pleading for souls In purgatoiy, 
although signed by Goya, was 
actually painted by a lesser- 
known contemporary, Mariano 
Salvador Maella, in 17S1. 

The former Prado director, 
Alfonso Perez Sanchez, spotted 
the painting as a Maella the 
moment he saw it on television, 
and made bis doubts known 
immediately. A quick check 
was sufficient to rewsaL after the 
damage had been done, drat the 
work was registered in the 
archives of Madrid's local gov- 
ernment as a Maella and that 
a preliminary sketch was even 
registered in the Prado’s own 
records. 

The blunder was an unfortu- 
nate case of taking desires for 
reality, as remarks by the head 
of Madrid's regional govern-" 
mem, Alberto Ruiz-GaUardon, 
suggested. “It is a. particularly 
significant find and could nor 
have come at a better moment 
on the eve of Goya’s 250th an- 
niversary celebrations,” he said, 
after bemg assured there was no 
doubt of the its authenticity. 

The Prado's curators were 
scandalised their director had 
been so imprudent, especially as 
experts believe uncertainty 
surrounds dozens of paintings 
attributed to Goya. 


“Inexplicable” and “inexcus- 
able” were expressions bursting 
from the museum’s press office 
concerning Mr Luzon s hasty 
endorsement. “Any responsible 
museum would have taken time 
io check. That’s the right way 
to go about things,” a spokes- 
woman said, adding that Mr 
Luzon had offered lus resigna- 
tion, which was not accepted. 

“How many Goyas are paint- 
ed by him and how many are 
only attributed to him?” asked 
one journalist yesterday of the 
Prado’s leading authorities. 

Mr Luzon shifted in his seat. 
“Studies on Goya are always 
ongoing,” he mumbled. “And if 
that leads to reflections, that’s 
ma gnifi cent.” 

Juan Luna, the exhibition's 
principal organiser, was more 
direct. “I don’t know” he said 
..yesterday. “An immense num- 
ber are certain and many are 
doubtfuL I can’t give a number.” 

Some experts reckon that up 
to 150 Goyas “need to be in- 
vestigated". Doubt even hovers 
overa masterpiece imported for 
the exhibition, a dazzling por- 
trayal of two young women at 
a balcony. Ttoo versions exist 
one in a private Swiss collection, 
the other in the Metropolitan 
Museum of New York, which 
many attribute to a pupil of 
Goya. The one on view m the 
Prado’s exhibition - “the orig- ■ 
inal”, according to Mr Luna - 
is from the Swiss collection. 

It Is not the first time that a 
Prado director has found egg on 
his face. Mr Luzon’s predeces- 
sor, Felipe Garin, had to resign ■ 
after it was discovered that 
raindrops were leaking into the 
room housing master works by 
Velasquez. 


Saudi hijacker surrenders in Libya 

Cairo — A Saudi man, who hijacked an EgyptAir plane with more 
than 145 people on board and ordered the pitot to fly to the Libyan 
coastal town^fobnik was reported to have surrendered to Libyan 
authorities last night. Egyptian security sources said-the hijack- ' 
er had told officials at Tbbruk airport that he had demands to 
put to Libyan leader Colonel Muammar Gaddafi and that he would 
not harm anyone because he was not a “terrorist”. All passen- 
gers were realeased safely. ’ Reuter 

Muslim guerrillas abduct French, monks 

Paris — Suspected Muslim guerrillas abducted seven French Trap- 
pis! monks from their Algerian monastery, bringing a renewed 
call by France for its nationals, to leave Algeria. Despite threats 
to their lives by Islamic militants, there are stiQ an estimated 300 
nuns, monks and missionaries in the country, according to Chris- 
tian community sources. Reuter 

Dolors to run Europe’s training ground 

Bruges — Jacques Dekns, former President of lie European Com- 
mission, has been named president of the College of Europe, the 
oldest graduate institute for European studies and a key source 
of recruitment for top EU jobs. AP 

Nato peace force fears terrorist threat 

Sarajevo — The Nalo-led peace force says Iranian fighters have 
not left Bosnians required under the Dayton accords, and fears 
they pose a terrorist threat. Nato called for “immediate action” 
to remove the Iranians, whose presence jeopardises $100m (£65m) 
in badly needed US assistance for the Bosnian army. AP 

IMF spells out conditions of Russian loan 

Washington — The International Monetary Fund (IMF) would 
have to suspend the new loan it has approved for Russia if a new 
Russian government, to be elected this year, took a Communist 
approach to the economy, the IMF Managing Director Michel 
Camdessus said yesterday as he announced details of IMF’s new 
SlO.lbn (£6.6bn) loan for Moscow. Reuter 

Jewish community praises Prince Philip 
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Remembrance: The Prince with Jewish leaders in Krakow 
Krak** - The Duke of Edinburgh toured Krakow's old Jewish 

«« «** ■* « three<lay state ^ ^ 

^ Reuter 

China warns US over Taiwan invitation . 

pStomalic row ulK ft” 

-Reuter 

5,000 die in China’s year of disasters • 

gfeagaas msi 

More than 10 million people nationwide 

million acres of arable WwereSS **?*££ 

£ream’ sports car turns into nightmare * 

Paris — French people who believed a “dream cnon « i. 
had won in a draw would be theirs for 1 5Qfrt!!!i ports - ^ 

red toy worth a few centimes. Lucien 1 "¥ 
Advertising Control Bureau, said UioiSSShad^lSf ^ re « ch 
saying they had won and dozens had sent mon^Sw,fh ?afl?1 
aarm* legal action against the tenanted' JSE 
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storm over 
new 



ptANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 


£ 


explosive row is Ekely to fbl- 
' Tuesday’s accord between 
Paris and Bonn on the fonria- 
aon of a new exchange rate 
hedwnfcnj^TOLUitriesthatdo 
lot join the single European 
nxency. . 

Although monetary union is 
it on the agenda of the Turin 
nwait , which begins today, 
disagreements are likely 
surface. The principal pur- 
i of the summit is to launch 
Inter-Governmental Con- 
ce, which is to rewrite the 
t treaty. . 

Reactions to a plan on rela- . 
between the “ins” and the 
ts”, agreed by finance min- 
ers Jean Anhuis and Theo 
[aigel in Laval, northern 
on Tuesday, have been 
tile, especially ’in Britain. 
The Government is; deter- 
ed not to take part in a for- 
medbamsmfor the currency 
aier the pound's disastrous 
t from the Exchange Rate 
taoism in September 1992. 
e Franco-German an- 
nt has also fuelled 
between the German 
1 and the Bundes- 
The bank is alarmed by 
that Chancellor Helmut 
K<hl wants a single currency to 
stat on time, even if the Maas- 
trijht criteria for membership, 
are fudged. 

k powerful ally of Mr Kohl 
yeaerday called cm theBun^ 
detank to bade the government 
ova- European monetaiy union. 




Wc fgang Schauble, leader of 
Ko ti’s Christii 


stian Democrats m 
thetBonn parliament, said; “The 
Ge man Bundesbank is bound 
by i *w to support this policy.'' 

peculation about a rift be- 
tween the powerful central 
bank and the Bonn govern- 
ment has spread since the Bun- 
desbank's president, Hans 
Tietmeyer, said a single cur- 
rency was not absolutely nec- 
essary/ Mr L.lictmeyet; . on 
Tuesday stressed he did not 
favouccielayiog monetary union 


but Bundesbank officials pri- 
vately continue to express con- 
cern over the timetable. 

France and Germany arc, 
nevertheless, determined to 
press ahead with the 1999 start 
date for the single currency 
and to protect their economies 
against “competitive devalua- 
tions" by countries left outside. 
The lower pound and lira, since 
Britain and Italy left the Ex- 
change Rate Mechanism in 
1992 have had a severe impact 
■ on exporters. France has com- 
plained loudest, but German 
companies also have been af- 
fected. Many switched produc- 
tion to the UK and Italy. 

The British authorities, both 
ministers and the Bank of Eng- 
land, firmly oppose rejoining a 
new Exchange Rate Mecha- 
nism. Officials argue a formal 
“ins" and “outs" arrangement 
would create a fault-line in the 
Ell “It is pretty obvious the ‘ins' 
would bold their own meetings 
in advance of the formal ones, 
which would then be expected 
to rubber-stamp everything,'’ a 
senior official said. 

Officials share the view of the 
financial markets that creating 
a new ERM would invite spec- 
ulative attacks against 'out' cur- 
rencies. This view is widespread 
in London's currency markets. 
“Targeting by the central banks 
would be an invitation to desta- 
bilise the currencies", said a 
trader at aUS investment bank. 

The Italian lira looks most 
vulnerable. Analysts talk of a 
“nightmare scenario" in which 
exclusion from the single cur- 
rency leads to an abrupt halt to 
Italian efforts to cut the gov- 
ernment deficit, a nose-diving 
exchange rate, and a govern- 
ment default on its debt. ■ 

- v Hews analysis, pages 14, 15 
. . Leading article, page 18 



Third time lucky: Bob Dole acknowledging the cheers of supporters at his victory rally in Washington DC 


Photograph: Reuter 


Dole takes wraps off victor’s crown 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 


Rat Buchanan still mutters dark- 
ly, the Ross Pferot show- is about 
to roll, and in the background 
looms that master campaigner 
Bill Clinton. But Tuesday night 
belonged to Bob Dole - at last, 
at his third time of asking, in- 
stalled as the Republican nom- 
inee for the presidency. 

. For once, die dour and ultra- 
cautious Kansas senator could 
not contain himself. Tfro hours 
before the polls had even closed 
in California, he went before a 
vicloiy tally a continent away in 
"Washington DC to proclaim 
what for everyone else has been 
plain as a pikestaff for a fort- 
night, that he will be Mr Clin- 
ton’s challenger in November. 

No matter that polls put him 
far behind the President or 
that Mr Perot gives stronger sig- 


nals by the day that he intends 
to make a second run for the 
White Huuse. Within the Re- 
publican party at least, Mr Dole 
is the unquestioned master, 
and the results on Tuesday 
proved it. 

With his 3rd, 24th and 25ib 
straight primary wins, he 
trounced Mr Buchanan, his 
sole remaining rival, by a mas- 
sive 66 per cent to 18 per cent 
in California, by 52 per cent to 
15 per cent in Nevada and 63 
percent to 21 percent in Wash- 
ington state, guaranteeing him- 
self some 1,200 delegates at the 
San Diego convention -• far 
more than the majority re- 
quired of 996. 

“The primaries have clarified 
the issues." Mr Dole told his 
supporters. “They’ve made the 
party stronger . . . and have 
opened the way for a winning 
Republican coalition in No- 


the us 


PRESIDENTIAL 


vember." But putting that coali- 
tion together wOl anything but 
easy. 

Grudgingly, Mr Buchanan 
has conceded defeat and today 
will meet his advisers to plot fit- 
lure strategy. 

But although the fiery Former 
commentator now seems un- 
likely to leave the party and run 
as an independent this autumn, 
he intends to take his harshly 
populist and right-wing message 
all the way to San Diego, mak- 
ing it harder for Mr Dole to 
move back to the political cen- 
tre where be is more comfort- 
able - and where elections are 
won and Iosl 


Nor does Mr DtJe appear any 
more successful in his pleas to 
Mr Perot to stay out of the race. 

Moving to exploit the news 
lull in the campaign as he did 
in 1992. the Texan businessman 
this week began a speaking 
tour around the country to 
press his new Reform Party, and 
dropping hints at every" stop 
that, should supporters so de- 
cide. he will te only too de- 
lighted to be their candidate. 

In fact, Mr Perot notwith- 
standing. the outlook for Mr 
Dole is less bleak than suggested 
by the current polls putting Mr 
Clinton JU or 15 points ahead. 
For one thing, that gap will nar- 
row now that he has clinched 
the nomination. Second, the 
electoral college arithmetic 
favours the Republicans. 

Barring a powerful indepen- 
dent challenge, several South- 
ern and Rocky Mountain stales 


which roicd Democrat in 1^2 
arc unlikely to do so again, 
meaning that the election’s real 
battleground will be the big 
Mid-Western states of Ohio. Illi- 
nois. and Michigan. And ever* 
the independent challenge 
might not spell disaster. 

Although conventional wis- 
dom suggests Mr Perot would 
take rotes overwhelmingly from 
the Republicans, detailed 
polling shows his supporters are 
less well educated and more 
blue collar than in 1992, and 
that a 1996 Perot run would hurt 
Mr Clinton and Mr Dole in 
equal measure. 

.And in California, a helpful 
complication beckons for the 
Republicans in the person of 
Ralph Nader, the 63-year-old 
consumer advocate and Great 
Party candidate this November, 
who will take votes predoorii- 
namh from the Democrats. 


FBI holds 
fire in 
Montana 
siege 


TIM CORNWELL 

Los Angeles 


The FBI continued its softly- 
softly stand off with members 
of a heavily armed militia group 
on a remote ranch in central 
Montana yesterday. 

More than 100 federal agents 
and local patrolmen surround- 
ed the Freemen, who moved to 
the ranch six months ago and 
proclaimed it the “Justus Town- 
ship". On Monday they arrest- 
ed two leaders on charges of 
fraud and making death threats 
and hold arrest warrants for 
eight more people. 

The FBI apparently made its 
move after local residents of the 
sparsely populated Montana 
plains circulated a petition call- 
ing for a posse to eject the 
Freemen and hand over the 960- 
acre property to its legal own- 
er. a rancher who bought it in 
a foreclosure sale more than a 
year ago. Buu mindful of the 
Waco tragedy in Texas in 1993, 
and the botched siege at Ruby 
Ridge, Idaho in 1992, in which 
FBI snipers shot and killed the 
wife of white supremacist 
Randy Weaver, every appear- 
ance of an armed siege was kept 
to a minimum. 

The two men arrested. 
LeRoy Schweitzer and Daniel 
Peterson, appeared in court on 
Tuesday charged with making 
death threats against a local 
judge and issuing fraudulent 
cheques. Proceedings were halt- 
ed as they shouted that they re- 
fused to recognise the court. 

Last week the *roup allegedly 
placed an order for on e-and-a- 
half million dollars worth of 
arms with a local dealer. "Our 
guess is that there are a lot of 
arms [on the ranch]," said 
Christine Kauffman, of Mon- 
tana Human Rights Network, 
which monitors far-right groups 
in the state. “These people are 
very enamoured with weapons 
ant3 combine that with a para- 
noid outlook and you have a 
pretty dangerous situation." 

The Freemen are described 
as an extreme ami-tax, anti-gov- 
ernment group with ties to the 
while supremacist Christian 
Identity church. They use their 
peculiar reading of the US 
Constitution to claim that Fed- 
eral taxes are unlawful and 
blacks and Jews are second-class 
citizens. 
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Nothing in life is free. You mav see ads That tempt 
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Fi rst ineeti ng of'th e.y 
European Coal and - :r , 
Stec! Community, . : 
made -up of. Belgium. 

France;') taiy.; 
Luxembourg, ;:tlie _ - . 
Netherlands and. .. v 
West Germany.- Initial ... 
aim. is to. underpin 
peace ih; Europe y, ■•■... ■ 
thr.ougii economic . y 
integration. ,. : .y v; ■' 
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Treaty of Rome sets 
up the European ' 
Economic 

Community to create, 
an ."ever closer 
union among the 
peoples of Europe'. 
Aim to create •/. . • 
customs union with, 
free trade and a 
common external 
trade policy. 


French , ■ The ECSC-. *■» 4% 

President de W\ / the EEC / jC 


: French, - ■ -i 
.President de J 
Gaulle veto's' ■ 
British 
membership 

Of. EEC. 
Negotiations 
handled for 
Prime Minister 
Harold 

Macmillan by 
Edward Heath. 


The ECSC. i 
the EEC 
and the 
European 
Atomic 

Energy 
Community 
merge to 
form the 
EC. 



Britain joins the EC 
after a referendum 
: campaign in which 
now prime minister 
Edward Heath and 
Labour loader 
Harold Wilson play 
a key role. 

Republic of Ireland 
and Denmark join 
as well. 
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Greece .joins 
step towards 
enlargement 
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As EU leaders gather in Turin for the Inter-Governmental 
Conference, Tony Barber looks at where it can lead Europe 


What is the Inter-Govern- 
mental Conference? 

Il is a set of negotiations among 
the European Union's 15 mem- 
ber-slates on reforming; EU 
institutions and revising the 
1991 Maastricht treaty-. It opens 
in Turin tomorrow. It is not just 
a single meeting. There will be 
scores of them on specific issues 
over the next 12 to IS months. 

EU foreign ministers will 
have negotiating sessions once 
a month: their representatives 
will meet every week. Amend- 
ments to the Maastricht treaty 
will come into force after they 
are ratified in member-states by 
parliaments or by referendums. 

What is its aim? 

It is to make EU institutions and 
working procedures more effi- 
cient so that, eariv in the next 
century, the EU can incorporate 
new members ranging from 
Cyprus and Malta to the emerg- 
ing democracies of central and 
eastern Europe. Fifteen or 20 
years from now. the EU could 
"have as many as 27 members. 

Institutions such as the Com- 
mission. the EU's executive arm. 
the European Parliament and 
the Council of Ministers must be 
reformed to cope with repre- 
sentatives from al) these new 
slates, otherwise they will set 


hopelessly bogged down. The 
conference will also consider 
how to develop the EU's com- 
mon foreign and security policy. 
Some states, notably the Nordic 
countries, want the treaty- 
amended to cover employment 
and environmental issues. 

So it's tidying up the Maas- 
trict treaty then? 

No. there is much more at stake 
than thaL If EU governments 
fail to settle the main questions 
of institutional reform, there is 
every chance that the admission 
of former Communist countries 
including the Baltic states. Bul- 
garia. the Czech Republic, Hun- 
gary. Poland Romania. Slovakia 
and Slovenia will be delayed 
perhaps indefinitely. This would 
risk new divisions between west- 
ern and eastern Europe. So this 
IGC is really about the EU's 
meeting an historic responsibil- 
ity to eastern Europe. 

Will the British beef crisis 
come up? 

Quite likely, but like agricultural 
policies in general, it is not for- 
mally on the menu. However, to 
spell out why the Government 
supports decision making 
through unanimous votes and 
opposes more majority voting,. 
John Major may cite the way the 


EU overruled British objections 
and banned British beef. Britain 
wilt find itself alone if it tries to 
make beef a big issue at Turin. 
The meeting is mainly ceremo- 
nial and is expected to end with 
a 15-nation statement callin g 
on the EU to improve its effi- 
ciency. raise its international 
profile and become closer to 
ordinary citizens. 

Will the IGC decide whether 
to proceed with a single 
European currency? 
European monetary union 
(EMU J is the ghost at the IGC 
banquet. Officially, it is not up 
for discussion, since the deci- 
sion to create a single currency 
was taken at Maastricht Coun- 
tries that fulfil the criteria for 
EMU are to be named in early 
199$, their national currencies 
are to be locked together in 
January 1999. and the Euro is 
to go into circulation in 2002. 

Unofficially, EMU is bound 
to influence the IGC talks. 
With almost all EU states find- 
ing it hard to meet the strict 
EMU conditions, doubts hang 
over whether the project can or 
should start on time. If it does 
not, the prospects for EU 
enlargement into central and 
eastern Europe may recede, 
since some governments argue 


that enlargement without EMU 
would spell the end of the EU's 
dream of "ever closer union”. 

Why is the IGC expected to 
last so long? 

Apart from the fact that rewrit- 
ing treaties takes time, some 
EU governments think it will be 
impossible to reach an accord 
while the Conservatives remain 
in power in Britain. The Gov- 
ernment has adopted by far the 
most anti-mtegralionist posi- 
tion of any EU state. 

There is some hope among 
the other 14 that should Labour 
win the next general election, 
due by spring 1997, the new 
British government would 
adopt a more constructive 
stance. However, the 14 har- 
bour few illusions that Labour 
would go much further down 
the road of closer integration. 

So will it be 14 against one 
at the IGC, with Britain the 
odd man out? 

On some issues, such as the 
extension of “qualified major- 
ity voting” for making decisions 
in the Council of Ministers, 
Britain is clearly isolated. On 
other issues, however, Britain 
has allies. There are important 
variations in the views of the 
other 14 countries. 


For turning data into information, two books by 
Edward Tufte on the state of the art for graphical displays 

ENVISIONING INFORMATION 



£30 per copy postpaid 

"A remarkable range of examples for the idea of visual 
thinking, with beautifully printed pages. A real treat 
for all who reason and learn by means of images." 

Rudolf arnhbn "A joy to read." computer 

"A beautifully illustrated, well-argued volume. A savvy 
guide for the professional." scientific American 

"An incredibly beautiful, true, refined, and luscious book." 
DENISE SCOTT BROWN and ROBERT VENTURI 


'Brilliant work on the best means of displaying information on a flat surface." sa-TECH book news 

Over 400 illustrations, with exquisite 6- to 1 2-colour printing. The finest examples in technical, creative, 
business, and scientific presentations: diagrams, legal exhibits, charts, maps, computer graphics, use of 
colour. Presenting complex material clearly. 

THE VISUAL DISPLAY OF 
QUANTITATIVE INFORMATION 

£22 per copy postpaid 

i This map portrays die lasses suffered by Napoleon's army 
1 in die Russian ca m paign or 1511 Beginning at the left on 
the Polish- Russian border near die t-Cemen. she thick band 
shows the mb oi the army (421000 men) as it invaded 
Russia. The width of the band indicates die size of the army 
at each position. In September, die army reached Moscow 
with 100,000 men. The path of Napoleon's retreat from 
Moscow m the b«edy cold winter is depicted by the dark 
lower band which is tied to a tempera orW time tale. The 
remains of the Grande Amite struggled out of Russia with 
only 10.000 men. Six dimensions of data are displayed on 
the rwo-dimerenvul surface of the paper. 

Two-colour poster, £7 postpaid. 



"One of the best books you’ll ever see." datamation "A visual Strunk and White." boston globs 
"The century's best book on statistical graphics." computing reviews "Stunning, classic." optical engineering 


250 illustrations of the best (and a few of the worst) statistical charts, graphics, and Tables. Detailed 
analysis of how to display data for precise, quick, effective analysis. 
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Moneyback guarantee. Send your order and payment to: 

Graphics Press UK IND P.O. Box 8 Godaiming Surrey GU7 3HB 

Inspection copies at- Outset Publishing Ltd., Moorhursr Road. 5t Leonards-or.-Sea, TTs'33 9NA. 
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Britain and France, keen to 
emphasise that the IGC is a 
forum for national governments, 
joined forces to prevent the 
European Parfiament from being 
represented. Germany supports 
Britain in resisting Swedish-led 
attempts to introduce a treaty 
amendment on employment. 
Greece insists cm keeping a veto 
on foreign policy matters, France 
on immigration The four neutral 
EU states- Austria, Finland, Ire- 
land and Sweden - are cautious 
about efforts to forge a joint 
defence policy. 

Is the IGC a step to a United 
States of Europe? 

No. Such a goal is not supported 
by a majority of EU states, 
including Britain. France and 
Germany. However, while some 
states privately sympathise with 
Britain's public defence of 
national sovereignty, none 
shares Britain's almost total 
rejection of closer integration. 

The most important Franco- 
German initiative was the recent 
proposal that countries which 
want to integrate more quickly 
than others should be allowed to 
do so without being blocked by 
slower members. This "two- 
speed Europe" could result in 
the emergence of an inner circle 
of states, led by France and 
Germany, but it would fell short 
of a single super-state. 

Will Britan lose its veto? 
Many countries are determined 
to end the requirement for 
unanimous votes in the Coun- 
cil of Ministers, which brings 
together national governments 
in areas such as foreign policy, 
taxation and judicial matters. 

Britain is opposed but it may 
have to make concessions on 
this point if it is serious about 
wanting EU enlargement as 
soon as possible. It has the sup- 
port of France and Germany in 
arguing that with the EU 
poised to take in a large batch 
of small countries, the biggest 
states must have more voles in 
the Council to reflect their size. 

Will the Commission become 
more powerful? 

With 20 members (one from 
each state, but two for Britain. 
France, Germany. Italy and 
Spain), the Commission is 
already cumbersome. A 27- 
member EU could in theory 
have 33 Commissioners. A sys- 
tem of senior and junior Com- 
missioners is possible, or one in 
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which, not every country is 
always represented on the 
Commission. However, small 
EU states are determined not 
to lose their seat at the top 
table. A radical solution would 
be to let the Commission Pres- 
ident choose his own team 
without regard to nationality. 

And the Parliament? 

The only directly elected EU 
body, it has strictly limited leg- 
islative authority: for instance 
it has only limited power to 
scrutinise and change the EU 
budget. Influencedby Britain, 
France and others, the IGC is 
unlikely to grant the Parliament 
significant new powers, such as 
the right to take decisions in 
conjunction with the Council of 
Ministers. However, some 
enhancement of its role is likely 
to meet German-led criticisms 
that EU institutions need more 
democratic legitimacy. 

The IGC may set an upper 
limit of 700 members for the 
Parliament (it has 626 now) as 
the EU expands. This will 
require reforms to the distrib- 
ution of seats among member- 
states. Small states are deter- 
mined not to lose out. 


Will the EU's forefgh poficy' 
change? 

Most countries favour raking 
more decisions by majority vot- 
ing, but Germany says consen- 
sus voting should remain for 
sensitive matters such as mili- 
tary missi ons. The IGC is likely 
to approve the creatidu of an 
EU foreign policy planning and 
analysis unit. Hie 15 may also • 
approve the appointment of a 
foreign policy ."figurehead” to 
represent the EU to the outside 
workL Thfc^ would fmaDy answer 


tiom "When I want to speak with 
Europe, who do I call? What's 
the phone number?^ 

Will there be more integra- 
tion in judicial matters? 
Britain wants to restrict the role 
of the European Court of Jus- 
tice and to ensure that judicial 
matters remain the province of 
national governments acting in 
unanimity. Other countries 
want to give the Commission a 
wider role and do more to har- 
monise judicial systems. All 
agree that drug trafficking and 
organised crime are interna- 
tional problems that must be 
tackled on an EU-wide basis. 


WO there bai a European' army? j 
The. main issue concerns toe: 
Western European Union! 
(WEU), a 10-hauoh group that! 
serves as a bridge between Natoj 
and the EU. Pro-integration EUj 
stales want to incorporate the 
WEU into the* EU. Britain 
opposes this, but wants td 
develop toe WEU in pantile 
with toe EU. The IGC is unlikeH 
to take steps that undermina 
Nato’s position. ' 1 


Will the JGC succeed? 

Some countries fear Britan) 
will paralyse toe IGC. But tM 
lesson of previous EU negoti 
ations is that a deal is alwayj 
struck, usually with Brit ait 
yielding ground. j 

This time, a deal may requiry 
formal recognition that Frana 
Germany and some other oom 
tries intend to form an inner di 
de of deeply integrated state 
All other countries would 
encouraged to join this grou 
later, but Britain would not t 
allowed to block its emergenc 
So integration might procee , 
and wito it reform, but at the cc t 
of creating a two-or even 
multi-speed Europe. 


Key 


Turkey (appBed 1987. Commission opinion: 
not yet ready for membership) 

Cyprus* Malta (applied 1990. the EU Is committed to 
start negotiations 6 months after the IGC) ' - 

The 9 C£s (all have Europe Agreements designed to Tea] 
towards membership. AppBed for membership; 1994-99 

European Union members 


Skwania (Europe agreement awaits signature) 



Source: Government Witte Papery.- 
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Over next tv.o years a strips; of 
stale?. - Bulgaria, the C?OCh 
Republic. Estonia. Hunger,-. 
Latvia. Lithuania. Pei a ml. 
Romania and Slovakia - 
forrrt -ill v apply lor membership. 


Austria, Finland and 
Sweden join. 


. ini ^Governmental 
Conference opens in Turin 
to review and amend 
Maastricht Treaty. Will 
examine EU foreign and 
security' policy as well as 
the role of European 
Parliament Odd more 
qualified majority voting 
at Council of Ministers, 


I6C expected to end 
this summer at 
Amsterdam summit, 
after British general 
election. EC budget 
arrangements due 
to he overhauled, 
inducing Common 
Agricultural Pokey 
and structural funds 
programme- 


98 


Membership 
talks due to 
start with 
Cyprus. Malta 
and some 
Eastern 
European 
states. Decision 
on which . 
countries will " 
join single 
currency. 


final stage of 
monetary union 
planned with locking 
of currencies. 


00-05 

° I - 


p i-ip jn-y.on ot 
PJ *o ber.-.cen 1 •' and 
20 nernber.,. 


Euro due to enter 
circulation alongside 
national banknotes, to 
become sole currency 
in participating states. 


05-20 


Dmnns.on ol FI' to 7 
era it or -i me. 



Brussels barons fall on hard times 


Ci ’fus is great It hasn't been like tins 
since Maastricht,” stud a young 
E >ean Commission official y ester- 
d: s the British beef drama contin- 
tn to reverberate through the 
C oission’s corridors. In the press 
rc , the television cameras were 
st id up, awaiting, the Commission's 
ai m cement of a ban on British beef. 

. A aidian of Europe’s meat trade, the 
C nission in recent days has had the 
cl e to exercise real power as a 
si national institution, and Brussels 
bi ucrats have relished the IimefigfaL 
ut delight has been spurred, in part, 
be se they have had the ohary y to 
cr the whip against recalcitrant 
Bj q. Bill the Commission' has also 
bs exhilarated by the beef drama 
be se the exercise of real power has 
be k an increasingly rare experience. 

thexmore, the bureaucrats know 
thn the Inter-Governmental Con- 
fe £ on European reform, launched 
to row in Thrill, it is the Commission 
wl is likely to see its status undercut, 
m than any other European institu- 
te lothiog so dearly signals Europe’s 
reion of a federal future as the 
sit ingofthe European Commission. 

public has increasingly vented its 
an against the unelected bureau- 
cn >f Brussels. There are clear signs 
thi icing the IGC, member states.wiU 
as; more direct control over the 
Ei ean venture, with power moving 
to Council of Ministers, which brings 
to{ er government representatives. ' 
re is much nostalgia in the Corn- 
mi 3 for its heyday in the late Eight- 
ies d early Nineties, when under 
Jatjs Delors, thefonner president, the 
Brtls machine was turning over day 
an4hl, spewjngout a stream ofdjrec- 
tiv^nd regulations to implement the 
sinpiarket and drawing up ever more 
an r us proposals for integration. 

: Commission was perceived as .. 
the eat mastermind of the internal 
m< l We issued a total of 300 diree- 
tiviit full speed There was huge 
me tion at that time' The whole of the. 
Co ission felt things were moving and 
the ras a dear objective," says Michele 
Pe formerly a senior Delors aide. 

i At Delors pumped up the Corn- 
mi* n’s profile, the institution began 
to ome increasingly controversial, 
pai larly as far as Britain was con- 
cez . The Commission got used io 
enj ig a higher profile. It built itself 
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Symbol of decline; die Commission’s home in Brussels, closed for repairs 
while journalists poured into Brussels to It was in the run-up to the signing of 


a pi press room for daily briefings. 


while journalists poured into Brussels to 
cover its affairs. 

Many of Europe’s brightest and best 
bureaucrats were drawn to work in 
Brussels. "There were a lot of bright 
young things <5tmed,pn the. wave of 
Dekirs’s power and influence,*’ says a 
senior British diplomat and head of a 
Commissi on cabinet in the Eighties. 
“There were many high-class brains, but 
there was also culture of arrogance. The 
Commission believed it represented the 
pure strain of visionary European think- 
ing. There was a smugness and a disdain 
forthe expression of national concerns." 

Chris Boyd another former adviser 
to Mr Delors and now a member of the 
comnns^ouer Nefl Kinnock’s cabinet, 
recalls: “We felt we could do not wrong 
during that period We believed in our 
mission. We probably over-valued our- 
selves at the time, just as we are under- 
valued today. Today we are seen as the 
source of all evil." 


the Maastricht treaty in 1991 that things 
started to eo wrong for the Commission. 


started to go wrong for the Commission. 
Mr Delore bullishly announced that 
80 per cent of European law was now 
made in Brussels. It was not only Britain 
that bristled at the implications of the 
statement for national sovereignty. 
Partly as a result, Helmut Kohl, the Ger- 
man Chancellor, and Francois Mitter- 
rand the then French president, sought 
to move more European decision-mak- 
ing away from the Commission. 

The Maastricht treaty set up new “pil- 
lars" of European government- That 
meant that EU powers in areas of jus- 
tice, home affaire and foreign policy 
were to be exercised outside the Com- 
mission, with member slates meeting in 
the Council of Ministers. Heads of gov- 
ernment, meeting at summits as the 
European Council, were given powers 
to set broad policy guidelines, within 
which the Commission was expected to 



Rfenge of the 
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toms they bad were due to a change in 
diet .and routine." 

Over to you, CrueUa. 


CrueDeVD lives. And is about to he 
fakei court. After afi these years, the 
dalnWs are taking their revenge, 
barki madly- right up to the proco* 


To dream, perchance 
to perform ... 


lional attention that will focus on the 
new theatre? There is another reason, 
Mr Rylance tells me. “My wife dreamt 
it. She’s very intuitive that way." Good 
thing she doesn’t see Marlowe in her 
dreams, or we wouldn’t have a Shake- 
speare play at the Globe at all. 


ThWsney Corporation is being 
accui of mistreating 10 of the dogs 
in tb ist of its remake of 101 Dal- 
matia currently being shot (the film 
that the dogs weren’t that badly 
treat In Scotland. Gleim Close 
(bekr ybo plays Crueila, is inn oc en t 
of thi ae, bat someone on the pro- 
dnetk toff has been treating the dogs 
worse an dogs, treating , them' like 
acton i fact, ’ 

On 3g breeder Roy Iwaniec, has 
'• withdrawn his 


So why did Mark Rylance, artistic direc- 
tor of the new Shakespeare Globe, 
make the rather low-key choice yester- 
day of Two Gentlemen of Verona as the 
inaugural production for the open air 

apace in south London? 'Was it a healthy 

disdain for a knee-jerk choice of a 
tragedy; a desire to champion a sup- 
posedly minor work to the intenia-. 


Flagship becalmed 


Some worries in the BBC, 1 hear; over 
the performance of their current affairs 
flagship Panorama . A half-hour special 
on beef on Monday poshed Panorama 
out of its normal slot But then, for a 
flagship. Panorama hasn't been in its 
normal slot in the convoy or any slot at 
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SP 01 ** 11 trea- 
‘ sores from the 
fHnunS* com- 
plaining that 
the 10 : dogs 
were given tiny 
PelBPj meals, so that 
they’d stay thin 
enongb to keep 
W ,Jr working. - And 
f ■■. sometimes,**' he 

added, “when 
— they were shoot- 
ing o (location, the seven-weefeold 
pups Wd work a 12 -hour day and be. 
left ini van for four hours until they 
were eded. " ' 

•Th couldn’t have cared Jess. They 
used to* then foigot about titein. 
Seven the pups came back , with a 
rim* sy had diarrhoea ^and there 
^ b d in the faeces, say s Mr 
hranie Vfao has issued a wnt against 
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swotaan for Disney denies all 
s of mistreatment “This is 
anv way, shape or form,” she 

V*' bad 250 dogs on the set 
they have all left here in per- 
i. Roy did not withdraw his 
fhey were sent liome early 
iey were too big. The y we re 
fog from a virus. The symp- 





operaie when it proposed legislation. 

In the IGC, the Commission will hope 
to regain some of its influence b>* bring- 
ing some policy-making in justice, home 
affairs, foreign policy and defence under 
its ambiL But all the signs are that it is 
fighting a losing battle. Britain will 
oppose any new power for Brussels. 

More significantly, France and Ger- 
many have turned against the Commis- 
sion. knowing that public opinion sees 
Lhe Brussels ‘Technocrats" as interfering 
and undemocratic. France. Germany 
and Britain are backing a plan to appoint 
a new European foreign policy supremo, 
with his or her own secretariat, operat- 
ing within the structure of the Council 
of Ministers, not the Commission. 

The Commission is also under constant 
pressure to reduce the number of direc- 
tives and regulations it issues. “Most 
states want the Commission to be respon- 
sive to demands of member states and not 
to see itself as Lhe fount of all wisdom oq 
Europe." said a senior EU diplomat. 

Sidelining the technocrats will not be 
enough to restore confidence in the effi- 
ciency and responsiveness of Brussels. 
There is little desire to increase the 
power of the European Parliament, for 
fear of reducing the power of national 
parliaments. Yet there are few ideas 
about how to give national parliaments 
greater control over Brussels. 

It would be wrong to write off the 
Commission. As the guardian of lhe 
European treaties with' the sole right to 
propose European laws and negotiate 
foreign trade, it will always be powerful. 
However, the confidence of the Com- 
mission has been badly denied since 
Maastricht, with several high-flyers now- 
looking for work elsewhere. The zeal has 
gone; more often the mood is one of bit- 
terness about Europe's “failure" to see 
the right -that is “federal" -way forward. 

Nothing belter captures the decline 
in the body's status than the decision to 
evacuate the once proud Beriaymont 
building because of an asbestos scare. 
It stands wrapped in a giant white 
shroud of protective sheeting. “It is dif- 
ficult to work in an institution where 
everybody is biased against you.” 
bemoaned one senior official this week. 
“In the past we were confident we 
would be listened to. but nowadays we 
would not dare make many of the pro- 
posals we consider because we would be 
3 ceased of trying to grab power." 


SARAH HELM 


all much this month. Its special on the 
Sea Empress was so special it wasn't 
completed in time. Its special on Dun- 
blane wasn't s pedal enough and was 
pulled. Life was so much easier when 
you could just take a camera round to 
interview a wilting princess in her 
boudoir. 


Och, Michael, don’t 
try to be clever 
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If only Sir Humphrey had been there. 
He could have saved Michael Forsyth, 
the Secretary of Slate for Scotland, 
from certain disaster. “Minister," he 
would have said, 
his face con- 
torted in panic, 

“Minister, are 
you mad? A 
Scottish Secre- 
tary must never, 
never try to 
sound Scottish." 

Alas, Mr 
Forsyth had no 
one to moderate 
his urges. And 
the foolhardy 
man fired off a fax to Mel Gibson after 
his Oscar success with hrmehean. sav- 
ing: “We hope you will haste ye back for 
another winning production." 

Haste ye back translates as hurry you 
back, which means Mr Forsyth in his 
eagerness to lose his Scottish accent 
over the years has lost his grammar as 
well and repeated the you. If Mel Gib- 
son doesn't know what the hell Mr 
Forsyth is talking about, then he's not 
alone. Dr Christopher McLaughlin, lin- 
guistics expert at St Andrews University 
(Mr Forsyth’s alma mater), says: “Yes, 
the phrase ’haste ye back’ is a bit awk- 
ward to be embedded in the middle of 
this sentence. He is treating ‘haste ye 
back’ as a noun phrase in itself, w'hich 
wrong, but perhaps understandable 
because he is writing to an American 
Australian." 


Eagle Eye 


Queuing up to join the rest 


A s EU leaders gather iri Turin tomorrow 
for the opening of the IGC they will be 


for the opening of the IGC they will be 
joined, if not in body, then in spirit, by their 
counterparts from central and eastern Europe. 

For many people in the region, the con- 
ference is not opening a day loo soon. Most, 
would have preferred it to have got underway 
long ago. More than six years has passed since 


the people of central and eastern Europe 
overthrew Communism and tore down the . 


overthrew Communism and tore down the . 
Iron Curtain. Although they would have liked 
it earlier, they now hope they will be given a 
dear signal that their home Is in the EU. 

“At the very least we need to be made to feci 
quite sure that we once again belong some- 
where and that there is a dear goal towards 
which we can aim." said Jan Carnogursky, a 
former prime minister of Slovakia and now 
leader of the opposition Christian Democrats. 
“After all the well-meaning words, we want to 
see something concrete: conditions and terms 
of membership, a timetable." 

Slovakia is one of JO countries in the region 
pressing for membership of the EU and Nato, 
the twin goals symbolising their final integra- 
tion with the WesL Few Slovaks are familiar 
with what the terms of the debate in Turin are 
likely to be or what membership of either insti- 
tution will mean, but they still want to join. 

. The same is true throughout the region. 
Although some of the euphoria of 1989 has 
dissipated, surveys show that more than 90 per 
cent of the people from the Baltics to the Balk- 
ans want to integrate with the West, believ- 
ing that membership of the two organisations 
will bring prosperity, stability and security. 

Having been kept waiting so long, the main 
hope for central and east Europeans is that 


slashing state subsidies and welfare payments 
in what was seen as a necessary’ part of getting 
the economy into shape to join the EU. 

“If there were now a posiponemenl of mem- 
bership. if they start talking about some time 
in the next century, we could lose this driving 
force [towards market reforms]" said Endre 
J ubasz. the Hungarian ambassador to the ELL 

Another prospect that fills the would-be 
members with dread is that of a “multi-speed" 
Europe in which a hardcore of nations ied by 
France and Germany forges ahead with greater 
unity, leaving the rest behind in second or even 
third tiers. “We are interested in full integra- 
tion.'’ said Mr Juhasz. “Rights should be 
equal We are not in favour of second-class 
membership. That would be very bad." 

Although there are no official front-runners. 
Hungary. Poland and the Czech Republic are 
widely believed to be the first wave within the 
next four to five years. Yet even those that will 
have to waft for longer insist that a western ori- 
entation remains their only viable option. That 
is being challenged by a more assertive, . 
nationalistic government in Moscow. 

The vole in the Russian Duma earlier this 
month annulling the dissolution of the old 
Soviet Union provoked outrage throughout its 
former satellite states in eastern Europe.. 
Russia makes no bones about wanting to lure 
some of them back into the fold. While 
acknowledging that the Czech Republic, Hun- 
gary and Poland are probably lost causes, 
Moscow has been wooing some of the others. 

When the Russian defence minister, 
Yevgeny' Primakov, visited Bratislava earlier 
this month, he offered Slovakia a deal: Rus- 


the IGC will come vro with clear guidelines 
on how the union will reform itself to allow 


on how the union wiU reform itself to allow 
it to expand. The main fear is that the con- 
ference might drag on inconclusively or, 
even worse, break up in disarray. 

“The success of the enlargement is at stake 
here. The conference should not lose sight of 
how important that is." said Jan Kuiakowskl 
Poland’s ambassador to the EU. “If it fails, 
that could eliminate us from membership for 
years," said Georgi Golev, first secretary of 
the Bulgarian EU mission. 

The political stakes are high. The applicant 
states have undergone huge economic 
upheavals in the past six years and many have 
suffered in the process. Politically, there has 
been ahacklash in favour of the reformed Com- 
munist parties thar grew out of their hardline 
predecessors. But even the return of former 
Communists to power has not halted the shift 
from command to free-market economies. 

In Hungaiy, an ex- Communist government 
last year brought in a tough austerity budget 


sia would guarantee long-term economic 
supplies in exchange for Slovak neutrality. 

The deal was promptly turned down, hut it 
threw new light on Moscow's determination 
to salvage some of its old power and influence 
in the region, particularly in those countries 
like Slovakia, such as Romania, Bulgaria and 
the Baltic states, that are unlikely to join the 
first wave of EU and Nato expansion. 


Slovakia is a good example of a country 
ught in a new “grey zone” between east and 


caught in a new “grey zone” between east and 
west Some Slovaks, particularly the more 
nationalist, are already tempted by the Russ- 
ian idea, although die majority are not. But 
if the IGC fails to deliver, that could change. 

“Russia Ls the only country that could be 
an alternative centre of gravity for the region, 
but Russia is likely to be too weak for atlcast 
another 10 years to be a viable option," said 
Mr Carnogursky. “If after that time our posi- 
tion with regard to the EU is still uodear, then 
that could be another question." 
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Pushing Europe 
too far, too fast 


T he French and German finance min- 
isters this week committed them- 
selves to a plan to salvage plcns Eco- 
nomic and Monetary Union. The plan 
is economically misguided and a poli il- 
eal mistake. 

Meeting in a small French town they 
decided to raise the stakes j:r;l days 
before the Inter-Governmental Confer- 
ence begins in Turin. Their determination 
to slick" to the Maastricht timetable for 
creating a single currency and their new 
proposals for stability pacts are as eco- 
nomically ill-conceived as they ire polit- 
ically misjudged. 

This paper remains pr.-Ec.- f*can and 
stmnglv so. There are many sound eco- 
nomic arguments fora single currency, pro- 
vided the conditions are right. Greater 
political co-operation and integration is a 
wise aspiration for a continent riven so 
many times in the recent past by nation- 
alist tensions. The trouble is that the eco- 
nomic conditions are not yet right lor mon- 
etary union. So for the French and German 
finance ministers to press ahead, it: the face 
of a downturn in their economies and an 
increasingly sceptical public, risks derail- 
ing the political project they hope to build 
upon economic integration. 

Monetary union under a strict inter- 
pretation of the Maastricht criteria and 
timetable is already almost impossible. 
There is little prospect of France meet- 
ing the economic criteria. Yet without 
France the single currency will be just a 
greater Deutschmark. The French gov- 
ernment this week cut its expectations for 
growth this year from 2.8 per cent to 1.3 
per cent. Il will only be able to get its bud- 
get deficit down to the Maastricht require- 
ment of 3 per cent of GDP through 
another round of severe spending cuts or 
tax increases. When the government tried 
the same thing last year, the public sec- 
tor workers of Paris iook to the streets in 
protest and support for the government 


collapsed For France monetary union will 
only be possible with a politically risky and 
economically unwise fiscal squeeze when 
its economy is already weak. 

The French know this of course and the 
real intention behind the finance minis- 
ters statements was to prepare the ground 
for relaxing the criteria for monetary 
union. The new proposals on budgets and 
exchange rates are a device to bolster the 
credibility of a hasty dash for a single cur- 
rency. Countries whose budget deficits are 
too large would be fined. Those who 
remained outside the first phase of mon- 
etary union would be lied into a new. 
improved Exchange Rate Mechanism. 

This strategy is misconceived. It will 
provoke the hostility of other European 
governments without creating the con- 
vergence between economies that mon- 
etary union requires. Take the new ERM 
as an example. Currencies which are not 
strong enough to join the Euro, but 
which are determined to prove themselves 
in a strict exchange rate mechanism will 
be targets for speculation in the financial 
markets. Another debacle like Black 
Wednesday would leave them further 
away than ever from genuine economic 
and monetary union. 

But the strategy is no more advanta- 
geous for the French and Germans either. 
The Bundesbank among others is 
unhappy about linking its precious mark 
to weaker currencies, especially if looser 
criteria may allow other governments to 
go softer on inflation. Wide sections of the 
French electorate will object to a currency 
union which forces them to undergo fur- 
ther economic pain. 

The French and German finance min- 
isters seemed locked in a time warp. They 
continue to believe that the Franco-Ger- 
man axis and European integration rely 
on maintaining the momentum for cur- 
rency union, when at the moment just the 
opposite may be the case. 


Cowardly in Clwyd 


F or years, children in the care of 
Clwyd County Council, children for 
whom that local authority was u parent, 
were assaulted and abused. An outside 
expert was brought in to identify what had 
gone so dread frilly wrong. He produced 
a catalogue of failings and recommenda- 
tions for change. Where is lus work? 

The answer is: it has been suppressed. 
Councillors will not discuss it. The report 
might have done something to redress the 
grievance those young people have against 
the public authority that failed them. An 
account from which other social services 
departments (and police forces) might 
have learnt has been killed. 

Clwyd decided that its principal oblig- 
ation was not to the children, nor to the 
public's interest in making sure vulnera- 
ble groups get safe, efficient ser ices, but 
m its cashflow. It was advised by barris- 
ters that in the world ot modem local gov- 
ernment il must think, first and foremost, 
of its duty to council taxpayers. That, 
apparently, means sitting on a report in 
which the council admits its fault. Why? 
Because lu publish the report would 
have been to arm plaintiffs seeking com- 
pensation from it which, in turn, would 
have damaged its finances. Ciwvd was 
helped to this decision hv its insurance 
company, which warned that it would 
remove cover from the council if iL pub- 
lished the report. 

This scandal is an offence against open 
and accountable govemjnce and a recipe 
tor managerial inefficiency, which goes 
well beyond one Welsh council. The Gov- 
ernment has known about pressure from 


insurers for some lime and done nothing. 
Inconsistency rules. Leicestershire was 
ordered by the Department of Health, 
using a power given to it by the Children 
Act 1989, to hold an inquiry into a long 
chapter of abuse in its homes. That report 
said the council was negligent. Compen- 
sation is being paid to victims. If Leices- 
tershire. why not Clwyd? 

It turns out that some of the claims 
made against Leicestershire, and against 
Staffordshire after the “pindown" inquiry, 
helped to break the back of the local 
authority insurer Municipal Mutual. That 
same company, which is in a process of 
winding down its business, has told Clwyd 
not to publish. A failing insurer should not 
be allowed to make social policy. Local 
authorities have statutory obligations to 
children. The Department of Health has 
made clear more than once that it expects 
the results of inquiries to be published. 
Councils also have statutoiy obligations 
to publish information about their man- 
agement performance. Yet a legal opin- 
ion suggests fiduciary duty stands above 
all of them. 

The Jaw needs to be rested. It is not too 
late for the cowardly councillors of Clwyd 
to bite the bullet. Publish - for the sake 
of the children - and face the conse- 
quences. Where abuse occurs, there must 
be inquiry and rectification. If that means 
pushing up premiums for liability insur- 
ance, so be it. Insurance rates will drop 
if. and when, councils perform belter and 
cease to be liable. They will only do that 
if they leam from error. That is why 
Clwyd’s act of suppression is so wrong. 
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■ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

BSE: Europe should share the burden of compensation 


Sin Should the slaughtering of 
some cattle prove essential, the 
key' question mil be how to min- 
imise and split the burden of 
compensation. 

UK fanners will hope to be 
paid at EU intervention prices, at 
the same level paid for non-UK. 
disease-free beef. This should be 
resisted. Fair compensation 
should be linked to the lower mar- 
ket prices for British beef pre- 
vailing after last week’s bad news. 

The case for some contribution 
from the EU is compelling. The 
Common Agricultural Policy 
pitches prices high, at levels 
where supply normally outstrips 
demand. The excess supply that 
results is bought into interven- 
tion, then dumped elsewhere at 
much lower prices. The ensuing 
losses have exceeded £20bn in 
many recent years, about a third 
of it attributable to beef and 
dairy products. 

If Britain must now destroy 
some of her cattle, the EU will 
reap big savings. Continental sur- 
plus production will be sold here 
at well-above -dump prices. The 
UK government should press vig- 
orously for an EU transfer at least 
equal to the value of these savings- 

lb defray the locally borne 
burden, three options stand ouL 
One is to borrow. Indexed per- 
petuities would spread the real 


cost of this one-off disaster erenly 
over time. The real annual inter- 
est charge would be a mere £38m 
per £lbn borrowed. 

A second is a temporary VAT 
charge on afl foodstom. If levied 
for two years, this would raise 
about £75 Qm for each 1 per cent 
rate, allowing for nprating of 
welfare benefits. 

A third could be a once -only 
capital levy on all agricultural 
landholdings. Even if levied at 2 
per cent, with exemption for 
smallholdings, this could raise 
£lbn or more. Over many years, 
landowners have been principal 
beneficiaries of the CAP and 
agricultural innovations, both safe 
and not so safe. Two centuries 
ago, Britain resorted to a stiff cap- 
ital levy on land to raise funds to 
fight Napoleon. If fighting BSE to 
save lives and livelihoods is a 
once-in-a-blue-moon priority 
today, a land levy has merit 
Professor Peter Sinclair 
D epartment of Economics 
University of Birmingham 

Sin I read with annoyance that a 
rich privileged part of society is 
to receive more unnecessary 
financial help. Farmers will be 
compensated for their loss of 
income over BSE. 

Why are farmers so protected? 
The rest of us suffer without rec- 


BBC backs animated talent 


Sir: BBC Bristol’s Animation 
Unit is today celebrating its sec- 
ond Oscar win in three years. 
Jayne Pflling s article (“Why car- 
toon Britain keeps on winning". 
25 March) minimises the part 
played by the BBC in the “success 
story" of British animation while 
accusing us of neglecting new tal- 
ent and failin g “to maximise the 
adult audience". 

A Close Shove achieved BBC 
2*s highest viewing figure of 1 995 
1 10.63 million) by appealing to 
viewers of all ages. 

Channel 4’s experience as well 
as our own shows that the “adult" 
animated shorts favoured by 
Jayne Pilling attract only a small 
specialist audience wherever 
they are placed in the schedules. 


When we began working with 
Nick Park at Aardman Anima- 
tions he was still “new talent". We 
gave him the editorial support and 
financial backing he needed at 
that crucial stage of bis career and 
laid the foundations of a creative 
relationship which resulted in the 
Oscar-winning success of The 
Wrong Trousers and/4 Close Shove. 

Currently we are producing 
five animated specials - four, of 
them with brilliant new directors 
making their first full-length film. 
All have required long-term 
investment of energy, imagina- 
tion, finance and faith. 

Coun Rose 
E xecutive Producer 
Animation. BBC South 
Bristol 


No sex please, we’re shopping 


I have hud a cutting lying on mv 
desk now for 3hout a’mcnlh that 
j I can't quite figure out. so I am going 
to reprint it here and now, so that 
you can cut it out and put il on your 
desk and try and figure it out for 
jourself. 

It is from the Daily Telegraph, page 
9 . 12 February this year. It reads as 
follows: 

CORRECTION. In our article “Sex 
and Shopping: The End?" on 8 Feb- 
ruary we incorrectly included Clare 
Francis's name in a fist of authors of 
“sex and shopping” novels. We recog- 
nise that this is not a fair description 
of the novels of Miss Frauds. 

That was the entire item. Rum, eh? 
Why publish a correction to this linv 
item, when so much of what appears 
in every newspaper is inaccurate but 
never gets corrected? 

One possible scenario is that the 
people at the Telegraph responsible for 
the feature culled "Sex and Shopping: 
The End” had met for a little post- 
mortem after il had come out. and 
they had started feeling guilty. 

“Hey. guys, you know we included 
Clare Frands's novels among the sex 
and shopping sagas? I've been think- 
ing. Maybe we were wrong.” 

“In what sense?" 

“In the sense that she doesn’t write 
sex and shopping novels." 



“Then why did you include her in 
the feature?* 

“I rang up a man at Oxford who is 
studving airport novels and has read 
her *srufT. He didn’t object to the 
description of her books as sex and 
shopping." 

"But what is a sex and shopping 
novel, anyway?" 

“Oh, for heaven’s sake, that was 
what the whole piece was about!" 

“So explain!" 

“Well, I didn’t actually read the 
piece." 

“I thought you wrote it?" 

“Yes. But I didn’t read it. Nor have 
I read any of Clare Francis's novels 
so I think it was unfair to call them 
sex and shopping novels. I think we 
ought to print a correction. Otherwise 
I’]! just go on feeling terribly, terribly' 
uneasy about the genre we assigned 
her to." 

That's one scenario. 


Another is that Clare Francis her- 
self read the piece and saw red at 
being included among the sex and 
shopping novelists, and got on the 
phone to the Telegraph. 

.Anther scenario, of course, is that 
the sex and shopping novelists all got 
together one morning for coffee, read 
the piece and saw red at haring Clare 
Francis included among their number 
so they got on the phone to the Tele- 
graph to demand a correction. 

At this point you are expecting me 
to put you out of your misery and 
explain, once and for afl. what a sex 
and shopping novel is. But I’m sorry. 
1 don't think I can. I have occasion- 
ally read books in which sex took 
place, or seemed to be taking place 
(so hard to tell sometimes), and in 
which shopping also took place, often 
at very expensive shops, but the two 
activities never seemed to coincide as 
they should: 

“Do you have any silk house 
coats?" said Arabella to the hand- 
some young assistant. “Something 
cool and soothing to the skin? In apri- 
cot, perhaps?" 

The young assistant, whose name 
was Desmond, looked at Arabellas 
skin. It looked good. He put out a 
hand and felt it It felt good. too. 

"I think I have just the thing for 
madam." he said huskily. “Perhaps if 


madam would care to come into the 
changing room ..." 

“Are you staying in here with me?” 
said Arabella roguishly, as the young 
man brought the flimsy wrap into the 
changing room and showed no signs 
of leaving. 

“That is up to madam." said 
Desmond, sfayiy helping Arabella to 
undress ... 

That’s what I call sex and shopping, 
and I only wish I had time to take you 
through to the scene where Mrs 
Lomas, the senior house-coat buyer, 
finds both of the characters naked 
except for a credit card, and stays to 
join in. 

I seem to have strayed from the 
point. What emerges toot the whole 
affair is the extreme importance of 
describing your novel correctly. I 
mention this only because tomorrow, 
here. I am starting the serialisation of 
a new novel. 

It is not. pace Clare Francis, a sex 
and shopping novel. 

It is more up her street than that- 

It is a sex and shipping novel. 

More precisely, a sex and single- 
handed sailing- around- the-world 
novel 

It is called Woman Overboard by 
Elsie Fairfax and it starts here 
tomorrow. 

Don't miss it! 


ompense. The sick, the unem- 
ployed the less privileged and 
many others have no automatic 
right to maintain their income or 
living standards. Businesses that 
make poor derisions stop trading 
and surety to have remained as 
beef fanners after the evidence of 
die last decade must be poor 
business judgement? 

Hie list of financial help ladled 
out to farmers is endless. What 
wil] be the next crisis in which the 
poor will have to help the rich? 

Roger Turner 
B ury St Edmunds, Suffolk 

Sir The Government is as yet 
undecided how best to deal with 
the appalling problem of BSE 
and the possible risk of CJD to 
the British people resulting from 
its own policies on deregulation. 

It has. however, taken one 
decisive step. It has requested 
financial help from the EU for 
100,000 farmers faring ruin. Dou- 
glas Hogg is reported as saying: 
“I shall be looking to the Euro- 
pean Union for financial support 
should we require a great deal of 
public expenditure.” 

Well good luck, Mr Hogg! One 
can well imagine the reaction in 
Britain, and particularly in the 
British tabloid press, to any sug- 
gestion that British taxpayers be 
asked to contribute to a fund to 


compensate French (or German 
or Italian) fanners as a result of 
such a fiasco in their country. . 

J A Coker 
A ldboume, Wiltshire 

Sin If there is to be any com- - 
pensation for beef fanners, can it 
not come from a windfalLlevy bn 
lamb, pork and poultry, produc- 
ers, wfaoare doing veiymcety oni 
of the BSE scare? The taxpayer, 
who has done nothing wrong, ■ 
need not be involved. Orisft the ' 
usual fanning story -when prices 
faU, shout for a hand-out; when: 
prices rise, don't say a word? 

Rev David E Flavell 
• Peterlee, Co Durham 


Sin Andrew Marr (26 March)' 
refers to the ‘’wealthy fanners 
and landptiters ... the heaitarkf 
spine of local [Conservative] 
associations”. In calling for com-; 
pensation for any slaughtered' 
herds, are these the same Con- 
servatives who felt the only solu- 
tion for British industries whose 
markets had disappeared wasto 
let the free market handle their | 
demise? Their phrase; “The 


world does not owe us a living”, this: hyping up the scale-rif risks; 
needs to be changed to “The as Beck dori$,is a most effectfite. 


world does not owe you a tiring”. 

Robert Pearce 
. . Caldicot, Gwent 


Plight of Whitehall exposed 


Sir Like a thief in the night who 
suddenly has the lights turned on 
him, ministers and their policies 
have been devastating exposed 
(“Ombudsman flays Whitehall 
over staff cuts", 21 March). 

William Reid’s report linking 
the dramatic rise in the number 
of cases of maladministration by 
departments and agencies to staff 
cuts across the Civil Service- is 
highly significant. The annual 
report by the ombudsman acts as 
a barometer cm the state and 
health of the Civil Service and I 
cannot remember any previous 
report being so critical and out- 
spoken as this one. 

Ministers, who for the past five 
years have paid mere lip service 
to the idea of better public ser- 
vices, have now been found ouL 
For the first time it is not just the 
trade unions and the opposition 
parties who are saying that the 

Fifties rock 

Sir I’m afraid Ian Rowland (let- 
ter, 21 March) is wrong. I saw the 
mysterious rock when the geolo- 
gist who discovered it, Anna 
Grayson, showed it to me last 
week. It is too lightweight to be 
kryptonite, and although of the 
same epoch, circa 1955, it is 
more likely a chunk of recycled 
Marleytile, shade probably 
Miami blue. 

Nina Hall 
L ondon W13 


Musical turn-off 

Sir: It is not a V-cfrip that we need 
(Letters, 20 March) so much as 
an M-chip. This is a chip, which 
an enterprising chip maker 
should make as soon as possible, 
that ts capable of stripping 
unwanted background music out' 
of television programmes. 

C Crofton-Sisgh 
R otherfkld. East Sussex 


Civil Service is in a state of cri- 
sis: even the independent parlia- 
mentary ombudsman is Bitterly 
complaining that you cannot 
expect service standards to “be 
maintained or improved if you 
cut staffing levels year afteryear. 

The fact that the day after 
William Reid’s report was pub- 
lished, the Department of Social 
Security announced that further 
budget reductions would be likely 
to Tesull in an additional 21,000 
staff being cut, sends the clearest 
of signals. Clearly, the need, at 
any cost, for this unpopular gov- 
ernment to finance a treasure 
chest for a big pre-election tax 
cut. is a greater priority than - 
decent public services. 

Barry Reamsbottom 
G eneral Secretary 
The Civil and Public Services 
Association 
London SW 11 


way of miring doubts afcbut sc** 
endSc and social progress; as well , 
as the efficacy of human action£n 
the face of change. .. V- ' 

Professor Beck .makes inudwif 
the conflict of scientific opinion _ 
in die case of BSE and of (he • 
options for disposal of the Brent 
Spar oil platform. He argues that 
as a consequence “politics arid '• 
morality must he given priority 
over shifting scientific Reason- 
ing”. However, the interesting 
point in both these cases is rather 
that scientists, tikemany others, 1 
have lost their bottle: - . 

Scientific- opinion . has notr 
realty shifted, nor is it so con- " 
fused; most scientists know that - 
BSE poses little risk, and that 
dumping in the Atlantjc is the 
best disposal option for the Brent • 
Spar. The shin is that they just 
don't' have, the confidence to 
argue their case. What Beck does - 
is to makeavirtue of this. Byrew-- 
eUing in risk and uncertainty he 
undermines the basis for human 
progress and rational dedsiou.- 


John GillotT 
LondonN8 


Venerable economies with the truth 

^ A £*S r Ji air stittheed in March lS58..RusselI recounts 
Orwell , 25 March) quotes Lord a meeting with an old Sikh offi- 
Armstrong s remark about being cer who, “stroking his beard, 
economical with tint truth”, which flowedaW down to his 

5“** * 88 a •“ d< Me< told “ tremendous fibs 

recenity corned dtcM. However, ... He was a noble-looking old 
die FohoSoaei/s newly pub- economist of the frmE’V* . 
fished collection of WlUiamRus- Michael N Russell 

sell s war reports for the Times ^TnUesburT 

includes a report from Cawoppre louewniiy. 

Obscure religion Victims of dtydn 

Sir: TJe proWem with the Sin Divorce Jus liberated” 

S n f-^So a Lr lhCII, ? lern 

world (“When believers desert the Distal “KberatS " 
tfaeirdtureh" 23 March) is. that SSftS? 
whereas people s need for reli- blood and guts aH over diJrt 
gon remains as great as ever, (cf ThecamatSdid n^SSeS 
Living on the ledge; the ran- longer 

^ society-. 23_March) <ftSi»w I eoSvS2S 


Post letters to Letters to dm 
Editor; and include a daytime v 
telephone number. (Rue 0171- 
293 2056; U&en@ . 

iudependeat^ojik) Letters may 
be edited far length and clarity. 


Obscure religion Victims of divorce 

Sir: The probiem. with the Sin Divorce .has ‘liberated’’ this. 
S n f-^So a Lr lhC,I, ? lern country’s unhal^^SesT' 

raSTjSttSjSE' 

whereas people’s need for reli- blood a^dgS^o^^^ 
gon remains as great as ever, (cf ThecamaididS^^S 
“Lrvrng on the ledge; the ran- 

there is a bizarre gap between ftenlwouldaccemPriS^^S 

aafctsr^. SSe-S® 

tmn, or quiet dissimulation reli- they 

gion -becomes less and less ^ Mummy and 

accessible. ”2?®°°^ -'“PMwfc" 

, - John Hru c 22““ ^*0“. they icommaa 

HtaSS ******&* 

. Vfcs,Su *« 


accessible. 


John Hills 
H orsham, 
West Sussex 


Science loses 
its bottle 

Sin Opponents of modernisa- 
tion and a rational approach to 
technological arid scientific issues 
do noralwayspresent themselves 
as such. Ulrioi^ Beck is a case in - 
point (“When experiments go 
. wrong”, 26 Maid)). His trick b to 
present his case m the form of \ 
risk analysis- arid occasionally 
acute sOciolo^calcominent. 

ThisfePTOfe^Be^ssrarri- 
I mg: “We are in dariger qf creat- _ 
inga sTtuafion^rimre. alaanmgty 
large risks are nobody's respon- 
stbflitjT.TTie BSE issue serims to ■ 
confirm his pomL But t&stotiee 
this is to miss Professor Becfcfc 
trick - the bit about “aJarmingfy ■ 
f laige rsks”. For his agumption, 
whether, ihe subject be BSE, 
Ghernobylor genetic ^meer- 

meddling in riah^^thiriaten to 
turn against usjnra^ nightmare 
scenario. But iaaff tliejiases the 
risks don’t match Professor 
Beck’s hypeT. - ' 

. Professor : Beck arghtsstten 
“neglecting risks is ond l 6f th& 
most effective ways of reinforei- . 
ing them". .The point , is rattyg' . 
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: keep it simple 

There’ll be nothing complicated in the Labour leader’s manifesto. T hat, way he may even keep his pledges 


I n general, organisations that sud- 
denly rnafce. a fuss about “listening 
to the members”, or customers, are 
organisations in trouble. If the golf 
club secretary abruptly announces a 
consultative meeting, you can be sure 
that the trophy room’s been wrecked 
by the brandy-crazeijunior tea-rp and 
the treasurer's sold the 11th hole to a 
speculative housebuilder. 

If a bank says ilwants to hear your 
views, you assume theyye lost abflliofi 
to a plausible fellow from Mexico. Jf 
a supermarket chain, then it’s just 
wiped out Eastbourne with the Thgli- 
atelli Surprise. Whether it’s takeover, 
threats or crashes, empty reservoirs, 
redundancies, hideo as new road plans, 
or embarrassingly large pay rises for 
the boards the promise of “consults-, 
don" is a corporate distress-flare, the 
last throw of desperate PR depart- 
ments everywhere. 

And so it tends to be in politics too. 
Attempting to overcome the disaster 
of the early Eighties, Labour leaders 
took to touring school balls under the 
slogan “Labour listens”. A dispirited 
Roy Hatteisley was harangued by 
assorted maniacs in T-shirts while a 
grim -looking Peter Mandelson, then 
m his moustache-wearing days, stood 
taking notes. 

Over the past year the Conserva- 
tives, facing their own little troubles, 
have . conducted a similar exercise 
with their party members. Cabinet 
ministers have been dispatched 
around the country to be told off by 
some of the 30,000 people who turned 
up to 800-phis meetings- Yesterday, an 
edited version of the tellings-oft was 
published under the title. Listening to 
the Conservative Party. . 

And what do we hear? Only that the 


. Conservative Party is Conservative, 
- being strongly in favour of tbe Union 
Jack, low taxes, identity cards, hang- 
mg and inherited wealth, and similarly 
against federalists, scroungers, red 
tape, juvenile crime and recreational 
drags. Surprise, surprise. 

Certainty the Tory hierarchy, who 
had commissioned the exercise, can- 
not have been surprised by a word of 
the. published result. Its impact on 
their manifesto-making will be limited. 
Activists are not typical of the wider 
electorate at which the party must ajny 
so their views, however pungent, need 
to be diluted and in some cases 
ignored. 

For that reason, Danny Finkelstein 
and the dever fellows at Central 
Office will not linger late into the night 
worrying about what Tory activists in 
Milton Keynes think of the welfare 
state. They, the party chairman Brian 
Mawhinitey. and the Prime Minister 
himself will rely on po llin g, focus 
groups and their instincts before they 
item to the activists. Like most such 
exercises, this has been aimed at 
morale, not policy. The attitude is: 
."Let them get it off their chests and 
go home feeling they’ve been heard. 
It wiU cheer them up immensely.” 

At first right, ray theory about lis- 
tening exercises being a distress sig- 
nal is demolished by the dramatic 
news, also announced yesterday, that 
Labour is to design its election man- 
ifesto only after, in John Prescott's 
words, “the largest, most ambitious 
consultation process ever undertaken 
by a political party”, and that this is 
to be followed by a ballot of all 
Labour members on the draft election 
manifesto. 

The answer is that this is not a lis- 



ANDREW MARR 


Blair’s tactic is clever. 
He has created an anti- 
betrayal machine, an 
. anti-cynicism plan 


Jening exercise at all. It is a telling 
exercise. It is about telling the party, 
and telling the country. 

These days, Labour policy is made 
behind dosed doors in a process as 
opaque, private and controlled as 
most of whal happens in Whitehall: in 
that rather depressing respect, shadow 
ministers are better prepared for 
office than is generally realised. 

This won't be changed by the pro- 
gramme of meetings and speeches that 
Labour announced yesterday. Nor is 
the pledge to pul the draft, slimmed- 
down manifesto to a ballot of all 
Labour members nearly as radical a 
step as Tony Blair and his colleagues 


suggest. In the autumn, party members 
will be offered a straight yes- 


i straight yes-or-no to 
Labour's likely manifesto commit- 
ments on all the other issues, with no 
room to register dissent about this or 
that, or to list preferred priorities. 

By the time it happens the election 


will seem very’ close- How many peo- 
ple would want to vote down their 
own party manifesto just before an 
ejection? If this vote embarrasses 
Blaii it is more likely to do so by the 
overwhelmingly. North Korcan-stylc 
99.8 per cent majority he wins than 
by evidence of serious internal 
dissent 

This will lead some people to dis- 
miss the tactic us another meaning- 
less PR stunt. The temptation Is 
increased by the Dumbing, curspety- 
turn prose considered essential for 
new- Labour launches: “\VV arc 
proud of our past but we are not liv- 
ing in it." Or: “This new programme 
... is not about soft options but 
about making hard choices.” I find 
this has the curious effect of making 
one play the tune backwards: “We 
are Ining in our past, but we are not 
proud of it ... we must take soft 
options, not hard choices.” 

But formulaic language aside, the 
Blair lactic isn't at all meaningless. It 
is clever, and may even be important 
to the wider democracy. For what he 
has created could be described as a 
foolproof anti-betrayal machine, even 
an anti-cynicism plan. 

In the past. Labour prime ministers 
have tended to be elected on a surge 
of Utterly unrealistic expectation, par- 
ticularly among idealistic party mem- 
bers. They were set targets so high that 
failure was inevitable and party con- 
ferences were bound to bay “betrayal". 
Neil Kinnock used to speak, with a 
savage grin, about ■getting his betrayal 
in first” by cutting back on old Labour 
promises.’ 

Blair is going still further. He is low- 
ering his own hurdles. He will cam- 
paign on a strictly limited list of man- 


ifesto promises, to w hich the party cob 
iecrivefyudl be committed through a 
rerun of Blair's direct. Cause IV 
appeal to members. Old pledge.-* will 
be ruthlessly jettisoned and priorities 
established. Thzt starts today, with the 
junking of a long-promised plan for 
training levies. It is bound to be a 
painful and controversial process. Bui 
once it is over, and approved by party 
ballot. I think it will greatly strengthen 
Blair before, during and after the 
election. 

Before the election. Conservative 
charges of a hidden agenda will look 
less plausible. The party activists will 
be locked into the cautious manifesto, 
whose essential points will be known 
well before the frantic three-week 
election campaign. 

If Biair then wins, both over- 
enthusiastic activists and suspicious 
voters would know what to expect. 
They would have a simple check-list 
to use in judging Blair as a prime 
minister, a check-list he himself has 
chosen. It lakes no account of ihe 
crises and surprises of life, which can 
break governments. But if by 20U2 
Blair had legislated for, say, 10 out 
oi a dozen measures he had 
promised in 1997, that would mean 
something real. 

It might even proride a route back 
to a more trusted polity, offering a real 
contract and so dispelling some of the 
current cynicism about politicians. 
But note: it does this by offering a 
tough, clear lead, not by democratis- 
ing the organisation, or offering to 
consult. It is the act of a leader whose 
ambition to be die Margaret Thatcher 
of the centre-left Ls unmistakeable and 
who is narrowing his eyes on the ulti- 
mate prize. 


The lesson UK pic must heed 


To compete worldwide it is vital that we improve our vocational training, says Sir Ron Dearing 



T he need to raise educational standards in 
the country has never been more pressing. 
We have set ourselves challenging national tar- 
gets for the year 2000 but Germany and Japan 
have already surpassed them. 

Our international competitiveness must be 
based on a well-trained, highly qualified and 
adaptable workforce. Our economic future lies 
in creating a highly educated, well-trained and 


adaptable workforce, matching the best in the 
world.’ 


Practical skills are as important as intellect 


Photograph: News Team International 


. We must be able to innovate, to challenge 
and to improve constantly and we must produce 
goods and services of the highest quality. 

We must encourage all young people to 
achieve as much as they are capable of: today's 
under-achievers must be seen as an educational 
priority. This means raising the levels of achieve- 
ment of lari' e numbers of pupils and increasing 
the proportion of the over- Z 6s in education and 
training. 

That is why I welcomed tbe invitation to 
review the qualifications taken by 16- to 19-year- 
olds in schools and colleges and in work-based 
training. The report I published yesterday has 
nearly 200 recommendations, all designed to 
increase success rates and to maintain or increase 
the rigour of qualifications. 

Some people may doubt whether these two 
things are compatible, whether it is possible to 
raise pass rates without lowering standards. I 
believe we have to find a way to make them so. 
But there is no point deceiving ourselves by suc- 
cess achieved through the depreciation of 
standards. 

We must reduce the present high levels of 
wastage - those who start out on courses but who 
drop out or fail. Thirty per cent of students who 
start an A-level course never gel an A-level. Even 
more faO to complete applied A-levefs (General 
National Vocational Qualifications). The 
dropout rates for youth training are the highest 
of all. 

We must start by getting young people on to 
the right programmes. They should be given dis- 
interested advice by schools, parents and, in par- 
ticular, the Careers Service. It would help if they 
could spend a term experiencing bolh kinds of 
A-level before choosing one. 

This will not be enough, though. If we are 
going to achieve our targets, we have got to bring 
another fifth of our young people into post-16 
study or training. I do not think we are going to 
achieve that by concentrating on A-levels. Prac- 
tical skills and the ability to apply knowledge are 


as important as high-level intellectual and aca- 
demic development. 

One of our problems is that vocational courses 
- the applied A-Jeve! or GNTVQ, and the 
National Vocational Qualification - arc far less 
well known and understood than A-levels. A-lev- 
els have been around for 45 years; GNVQs for 
just three. We need to get the message across 
to parents, employers and university admission 
tutors. Renaming GNVQs as applied A-levels 
makes both their nature and their status plain. 
My report also proposes a recasting of Youth 


Training as part of a family of national awards 
rti-ameeships. 


to be known as National 
Already the Modem Apprenticeship, which 
is quite new, attracts young people who would 
otherwise have taken A-levels. It is designed to 


gel them up to the vocational equivalent of 
inihn 


A-levels in three years. After that they can carry 
on working for the same firm or go on to higher 
educauonrperhaps through a sandwich course. 

Now’ lei roe turn to the issue of rigour. One 
of the problems of the GNVQ has been that it 
is based on the principle, “If it moves, measure 
it”. Assessment has run wild, and as a result qual- 
ity has suffered. This needs to be put right. We 
need to take a new look at the role for tests and 
the adoption of new ways of assessing quality. 

Another concern has been that the knowledge 
and understanding underpinning vocational 
qualifications have not been specified in the past. 
Teachers and trainers will be able to do a bet- 
ter job if there is clear guidance. 

I have been equally concerned to ensure the 
rigour of A-lcvels. Employers want 16- to 19-year- 
olds to develop their general skills, in language 
and communication, in arithmetic and in infor- 
mation technology. Those skills are fundamental. 

What gave me greatest encouragement dur- 
ing this review was tbe realisation among so 
many employers that our future lies in a society 
committed to life-long learning and training. We 
must recognise that achievement in applied and 
vocational education is just as important in 
terms of our national competitiveness, as acad- 
emic achievement Otherwise we shall simply be 
fooling ourselves if we achieve our national tar- 
gets by allowing standards to slip. 

The challenges of the next century bring the 
need for success into sharp focus. Education and 
training have never been more important. 


The writer is chairman of the Schcml Curriculum 
and Assessment .Authority. 


We need to take a hard look at drugs 


IS 


isn 


we problem with British polity 
. towards drug abuse is obvious: it 
oii't working. By every posable indi- 
cator, illegal drug use and the crime 
that goes with it is rising inexorably. 

. The problem with the standard lib- 
eral critique of this policy is also obvi- 
ous. Legalisation or decriminalisation. 
of restricted, drugs can be argued 
from either a libertarian or a soaal 
management point of view. But 
whichever way it’s argued, the public 
is not ready to buy. 

This polarisation does pot prove 
there is a middle wav, but it suggests 
we ought to be looking for one. A 
Roval Commission on illegal 
the* way to conduct that search. Let’s 
imagine what it might come up with. 

An inquiry would take aS’its start- 
ing point the Government’s current 

dnigspolicy, Turing Dni© Together. 

The virtues of this approach arewidety 
agreed. For the first time it attempts 
to co-ordinate all agencies at local and 
national level. But no one seems ant 
Men! Hal this three-year ptin wH 
achieve its objective: to curb the voi- 

ness.lt mum Wes about the importance 


It’s time practical policy replaced panic, says Ian Hargreaves 


of reducing the harm caused by drugs, 
while still insisting upon the wholly 
unrealistic goal of abstinence. And it 
fads to challenge the spending prior- 
ities of existing policy, which channel 
69 per cent of the Government ’s bud- 
get to law enforcement and only 31 per 
cent to education and treatment. 

The inappropriateness of this bal- 
ance w3J be reinforced when the Gov- 
ernment publishes shortly an overdue 
Department of Health task force 
report into treatment services for drug 
abusers. Commissioned in 1994, this 
has turned into the largest assessment 
of the effectivenessof drug treatment 
services ever undertaken m Europe. 

This effectiveness review will add 
force lathe argument that treatment 
programmes are a better buy than 
more law enforcement. Well tun ser- 
vices for heroin addicts, which offer 
long-term methadone substitution or 
Other sustained treatment regimes, 
are judged to be highly effective. One 
large American shitty, died in the task 
force report, suggests arch treatment 
programmes offer the taxpayer a 


seven to one pay-back, mainly in 
reduced crime. Some police officers 
would now like powers to direct seri- 
ous drug abusers towards such pro- 
grammes without involving the courts. 

A Royal Commission would be able 
to buDd on this review, but in a way 


Legalisation of 
cannabis would cut 
crime figures 


that generated a more open public 
debate and started to counter some of 
the public’s more baseless fears. It 
would not confine its analysis to treat- 
ment programmes, but would also 
analyse the effectiveness of current 
approaches to law enforcement. 

The commission could offer an 
authoritative view of the health risks 
of the most widely used drugs, help- 
ing us to judge whether Ecstasy , for 
example, which until the Sixties was 


used in marriage therapy, is appro- 
priately ranked with heroin as a Class 
A dangerous drug. 

A Royal Commission would also 
conduct economic analysis to under- 
stand bow supply and demand might be 
affected if the authorities change the 
rules by licensing and taxing particular 
drugs. Could we achieve lower con- 
sumption of a drug such as cannabis, if 
that is the object of policy, bv licensing, 
regulating and taxing it. as with 
tobacco? Legalisation of cannabis 
would make a big impact on crime fig- 
ures, since four-fifths of all recorded 
drug offences concern this substance. 

Our political leaders have made a 
serious mistake in setting their face 
against a large-scale inquiry of tills 
kind. All three parlies are afraid of 
appearing soft on drugs and yet it has 
now been evident for a decade that 
the alternative merely results in more 
consumption of illegal drugs, more 
crime and more blighting of young 
lives through criminalisation. 

The Government's argument 
against a Royal Commission is that it 


already has all the expert advice it 
needs. Perhaps it will learn from the 
beef catastrophe that expert advice has 
to interact with public opinion through 
extensive debate if it is to be useful. 
Labour is primarily worried about 
being seen to be soft on drugs and mis- 
takenly assumes that support for a 
Royal Commission implies an open 
mind about the legalisation of 
cannabis, hence tbe sDenring of Clare 
Short on this subject. 

A Royal Commission established 
this year would be delivering useful 
input to government at just the time it 
is due to review Tackling Drugs 
Together in 1998 or 1999. Keith 
Hellawell, who chairs the Association 
of Chief Constables drugs committee, 
and officials who have worked at the 
highest levels in the Horae Office and 
the Department of Health, arc calling 
for such a commission. Their voices 
combine with many others of great 
experience. It is lime they were heeded. 


The writer is a former editor of the ‘Inde- 
pendent 'and has recently been appointed 
editor o f the ‘New Statesman Tonight 
he reports for Public Eye in 'Beyond The 
Drugs War' at 8pm on BBC2. 
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Mad cows hit 
Ambridge 


Eat your heart out Stephen Dorrell, 
BSE on ‘The Archers’ means there 
is a crisis, says Ruth Picardie 


N ever mind McDonald's. 

Forget the British Airways 
ban- We know ihai BSE is the 
mother of all crises because it’s 
being worked into the stately 
storyline of The Archers. Our 
great national radio soap 
opera hat. resolutely disre- 
garded events as momentous 
as the royal separation: 
snubbed health scares as dra- 
matic as necrotising fasciitis; 
why. it even ignored Hurley- 
gate. Yet on Monday after- 
noon. the agricultural story 
editor was pul on red alert and 
Nigel Pargetter (played by 
Graham Seed) and Phil 
Archer (Norman Painting) 
were summoned to Birming- 
ham. gatecrashed another pro- 
gramme and recorded an 
insert at 6pm. in ibe nick of 
time for the episode to be re- 
edited and broadcast from 
Pebble Mill at 7.05pm. 

Such events have not 
occurred in living memory'. 

Programmes are normally 
recorded a month in advance; 
late rewrites take place on an 
occasional basis - most recently 
during the veal calf outcry and. 
more idirwyncraiically, follow- 
ing the release of Terry Waite. 
Bui these are the most fren- 
zied, last-minute changes to 
have taken place since the ven- 
erable series began in 1951. 
when a boyish Phil Archer 
responded live to an “impor- 
tant" Budget speech. 

Archers fans have been lis- 
tening to the latest develop- 
ments with bated breath. Who 
could forget previous agricul- 
tural health crises such Its the 
slaughter of Dan Archer's herd 
in 1956, following an outbreak 
of foot-and-mouth disease? 
The Grundys’ troubles could 
fill a month of programmes: 
the demise of Joe’s herd when 
half of them were found to be 
infected with TGB; the feud 
with David Archer when he 
reported Eddie for not dipping 
his sheep; the time Clarrie 
caught Q fever after drying 
premature lambs with a hair 
drier. And what about Mike 
Tucker's tragic tractor acci- 
dent, in which he lost an eye? 

How. then, would The 
.Archers deal with BSE. in the 
new. sexy world of British soap 
opera? A terrible end for res- 
ident wild child Kate Aldridge? 
A spectacular tantrum from 
the irascible but elusive Grey 
Gables chef. Jean-Paul? A 
mass Ambridge conversion to 
vegetarianism? Perhaps even - 
God forbid - ruin for the entire 
Archer family? 

This could be more dra- 
matic than Shula's IVF treat- 
ment: bigger than Usha and 
the racist bullies; more exciting. 


even, than the real-fife cameo 
bv Brill Ekland. 

"The plot began to thicken 
last Thursday, when a troubled 
Neil Carter’ managed to dis- 
tract John Archer from boring 
on about his weaners. 

Neil: 1 think we need to 
wait. The link still hasn't been 
proved, has it? 


John: The (Government says 
tlikelvex 


it’s the] most likely explanation. 
That’s good enough for me. 

Neil: We need more evi- 
dence. I reckon. 

Hardly nailbiung stuff. But 
stories begin genDy on The 
Archers, with dramatic integ- 
rity. Events were sure to gather 
momentum by the following 
week. 


This could be 
more dramatic 
than Shula’s IVF 
treatment 


Sure enough, BSE reap- 
peared on Monday night. Ellie 
May - Nigel and Elizabeth's 
cow-cum-surrogate daughter - 
seemed “very unsettled”. Dis- 
appointingly, Phil Archer fell 
Niael had nothing to worry 
about. There followed a long, 
dull exchange about farming 
morale, price support and the 
Government’s response: 

Nigel: So he (Stephen Dor- 
reJlj is still saying tbe risk is 
extremely small? 

Phil: Providing the existing 
restrictions are adhered to. 
And Douglas Hogg suggested 
those restrictions might be 
tightened further ... 

The story continued along 
these lines last night- How we 
Archers fans groaned in disap- 
pointment. Had the pro- 
gramme somehow been leaned 
on by the Government and 
lapsed back into its early, edu- 
cational role, officially aban- 
doned in the early Seventies? 

Then we remembered. The 
slow, steady, much-mocked 
Archers “did" BSE five years 
ago, when Brian Aldridge was 
kicked in the head by an 
infected cow. Operated on for 
a cerebral abcess. he suffered 
a post-traumatic epileptic fit. 
couldn’t drink or drive and 
was put on drugs that made 
him drowsy. He became so 
miserable and difficult that his 
wife, Jennifer, had an affair 
with her ex-husband, Roger, 
and their daughter Kale 
became emotionally disturbed 
and ran away from home. 

Out of touch? Undramatic? 
Let's see EastEnders top that. 
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nly £249. 
Only from us. 



Two seater Divani Sofa £249 including VAT and 

FREE delivery. 

I f you want to cut the cost of setting up home, 
•cut the coupon and send for the Divani 
brochure. 

Our custom made mail order range of two and 
three seater sofas, matching armchairs and 
sofabeds are delivered direct to you at factory 
prices you can afford. 

Choose from a variety of colours in striped, 
checked, plain, tartan or aztec. 

And, with a 21 day money back and 2 year 
guarantee, you could be sitting pretty with 
Divani prices and quality. 


1 Reasesend me a copy of the Divani Sofa brochure. 
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obituaries / gazette 


David Packard was one of the 
giants of the American elec- 
tronics and computer industry 
and one of the founders of 
Silicon Valley. 

A giant of a man both phys- 
ically - he was six foot five 
inches tail - and in his energy 
and impact. Packard and his 
Stanford engineering friend 
Bill Hewlett founded the 
Hewlett-Packard company in 
Packards garage in Palo Alto, 
just off the Stanford campus, in 
1939. They started the business 
with SS39 borrowed from a 
Stanford radio engineering pro- 
fessor. Fred Terra, and tossed a 
coin to determine whether it was 
to be called Packard-Hewlett or 
Hewlett-Packard. Packard lost. 

Today Hewlett-Packard, per- 
haps the leading manufacturer 
of printers for computers as well 
as of many other products, has 
an annual revenue of S3l billion 
(£20.000 million) and 100,00(1 
employees world- wide. Its 
headquarters are still just off the 
Stanford University campus. 

Packard ventured into the 
world of government He served 
as Deputy Secretary of Defense 
in the first two years of the first 
Nixon Administration, from 
1969 to 1971. and was a mem- 
ber ol a blue ribbon Commis- 
sion on Defense Management 
in the Reagan Administration. 

In 1957. at the time of the ini- 
tial offer of Hewlett-Packard 
stock. Packard set down his 
thoughts about management 
and what came to be called the 
"HP way". The essence of his 
brilliantly sucessful manage- 
ment philosophy was encour- 
aging people. In a book 
published last year. The HP Wiry: 
How Bill Hewlett and f Built our 
company, he wrote “gel the 
best people, stress the'impor- 
tance of teamwork, and get 
them fired up In win the game". 

As a result, a whole genera- 
tion of leaders in the comput- 
er and information technology 
industries got their start at 
Hewlett-Packard, including 
Sieve Jobs, who went on to start 
Appie computers. 

After his creation and lead- 
ership of Hewlett-Packard, 
however, his second most im- 
portant role was in philan- 
thropy. He gave S2 billion of 
his personal fortune, estimated 
at 55.7 billion (£2.400 million) 
to the David and Lucile Packard 
foundation. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 


ROL'CHTON: On 22 Mjrch. to 
BriJjei anti Ashley Rouphuin. j 
dauzhtcr. Florence M.irv. 


Aiiamin cements for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES £ DEATHS t Births, 
Adoptions. Marriages Deaths. Memo- 
rial senkcsWcddiaganiih-crsariCS, In 
Memorials) should be sent in writing 
to the Gazette Editor. The Independent. 
I Canada Square. Canary Wharf. Lon- 
don EM 5t)L telephoned to 0171-299 
201 J or fined ti> DI71 -293 201BL and are 
charged at £6.50 a line (VAT C«raj- 
OTHER Gazette announcements (no- 
tices. functions Forthcoming mar- 
riages Marriages i most be submitted 
in miliar for faxed) and are charged 
at £10 a tine. VAT extra. The}' should 
he accompanied hya daytime telephone 
number. 


John Snagge 


Recordings of John Snagge 5 
distinctive resonant voice pro- 
vide separate memories for dif- 
ferent generations. Elderly 
listeners recall (he Reithian 
style of pre-war announcing at 
its best, and the man who made 
the Boat Race exciting even for 
those who had little interest in 
Oxbridge. Wirtime listeners who 
were glued to the news each 
evening as Europe was being 
liberated are reminded of War 
Report on the Home Service at 
9.15pm. For the generation that 
missed the Second World War 
but relished the original screen- 
ing of Dad's Army the associa- 
tion is with the anonymous 
introduction that set the scene 
for each hilarious episode. 

Snagge applied to join what 
was stiff (he British Broadcast- 
ing Company Limited in 1924. 
He was then" aged 20 and had 
just come down from Pem- 
broke College. Oxford, where 
he had rowed For his college but 
not managed to gain a Blue. 
Previously he had been at 
Winchester. Like many young 
graduates with no particular 
professional qualifications he 
was attracted to the brand new 
world of broadcasting. 

In the absence of a reply from 
the BBC. Snagge *s father, the 
redoubtable judge Sir Mor- 
daunt Snagge. called on Reith's 
deputy. Admiral Charles Car- 
pendale. at Savoy Hill to ask 
what was happening. The ad- 
miral explained that a great 
number of people had written 
tn the BBC. He was having to 
go through 1500 applications. “I 
am not interested in the other 
1499" said Sir MordaunL lofti- 
ly. John Snagge was engaged, 
and sent to be the Assistant Di- 
rector of the newly-opened lo- 


cal radio station at Stoke-on- 
TrenL 

Four years later he had ful- 
ly mastered the tricks of the 
broadcasting trade, and the 
BBC had been converted into 


a public corporation. One result 
of the change was permission, 

at last, to broadcast commen- 
taries on sports evenls. Snagge 
was transferred to Savoy Hill 
where he worked first as an an- 
nouncer. and then as a com- 
mentator in the new outside 
broadcasts department. He 
made his initial Boat Race 
commentary in 1931 - the first 
of 37 radio commentaries over 
42 years (the war years inter- 
vening) that were heard by 
people all over the world. 

On one occasion the engine 
of the launch broke down and 
Snagge was left saying “I don’t 
know who is winning. It is either 
Oxford or Cambridge! " - words 
which stuck to him over the 
years, he said, like a tin can tied 
to a dog's tail. Snagge once man- 
aged to find, in a coin shop near 
Broadcasting House, a gold 
sovereign bearing the date of 
the first Boat Race: 1829. Since 
then h has been used for the toss 
each year, including 195 1 when 
Snagge had to describe the 
sinking of the Oxford boat. 

Snagge described many oth- 
er events besides the Boat Race. 
One was the maiden voyage of 
the Queen Mary across the At- 
lantic - the first series of ship- 
to-shore programmes ever 
attempted on public radio. The 
BBC's team, besides Snagge, in- 
cluded Henry Hall, the dance 
band leader, John Watt and 
Roger Eckersley, producers, 
and Jack Buchanan and Larry 
Adler, entertainers. 

During the war Snagge was 



sions which were broadcast 
overseas as well as at home. On 
the morning of 2 June 1953 I 
watched in America the Today 
television show on NBC. in 
those pre-satellite days the clos- 
est that American television 
could get to live coverage of the 
Coronation m Westminster 
Abbey was to relay the World 
Service, adding such visuals as 
were available in the- studio. 
Wien the shortwave reception 
of Snagge’s commentary faded, 
as it did more than once during 
particularly solemn moments of 
the ceremony, the American an-, 
cb orman filled in with a face- 
tious interview with Today’s 
resident chimpanzee, J. Bred 
Muggs bynameTt was agrace- 


was a bereft widower whose 
health had begun to deteriorate, 
no longer surrounded by 

n". and isolated 


less enterprise which angered 
Snagge when he heard of it . ' 

. He retired from the BBC 
staff in 1965, hot continued his 
Boat Race commentaries and 
the introductions to Dad's 
Army. Later he broadcast reg- 
“ulaurly on Radio Londort He 
was a keen member of the 
■ Lord’s Taverners, and served in 

turn as their Chairman, Presi?' 
dent. Secretary and Trustee. 

anffhiiTwLfe^tTleen lived mFa 
roomy bouse at Stoke Rages in 
Buckinghamshire. In 1979 they 
derided to move into something 
more easily manageable. He 
found a convenient' smaller 
house in the pretty village of 
Dorney, near Windsor. He told 
me it was the ideal place for re- 
tirement: close to a good gen- 
eral store and on a bus route. 
It did not matter that they 
knew virtually no one there. . 

Alas in less than half a year 
tite bus route was cancelled, the 
general store had dosed, and 
Eileen Snagge-had died Snagge 


A d is t i nctive, resonant voice: John Snagge (fairing his 50th Boat Race commentary hi March 1980 


photograph: Hutton Oeutsch 


in charge of the previously 
anonymous announcers, and it 
was he who decided that their 
names should at last be used. 
The reason given out was se- 
curity - the Nazis bad used false 
Polish announcers during the 
attack on Whrsaw. and were lat- 
er known to be training BBC- 
type voices during the Battle of 
Britain. But Snagge ’$ real rea- 
son was the morale of his staff. 
He thought it unfair that the 
outside broadcast commenia- 


David Packard 




Packard; testing a Hewlett-Packard device In the early 1940s 


It has given large sums of 
money to Stanford University 
and to the Hoover Institution 
there: to children’s charities; to 
environmental causes: to basic 
scientific and engineering 
research; and to the arts. In 
addition. Packard is listed by 
Martin Anderson of the Hoover 
Institution, along with Richard 
Mellon Scaife, heir to one of 
.America’s wealthiest families, as 
the two most important sup- 
porters of conservative causes. 

David Packard was born in 
Pueblo. California, into a 
middle-class family in 1912. He 
met Bill Hewlett at engineering 
school at Stanford, and while on 
a climbing trip they decided to 
start a business together. On 
graduation, however, Packard 
first went to work for General 
Electric in upstate New York, 
while Hewlett did further study 
at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology in Cambridge. 
Massachusetts. 

In early 1939 they started 
their company. Their first pro- 
ject was a set of eight oscillators 


for Walt Disney Inc. for testing 
sound equipment for the film 
Fantasia. They were priced at 
$71.90 each, ii was a good time 
to be starting an electronic 
company in Southern Califor- 
nia. The boom in the aircraft 
industry caused by the approach 
of the Second World War was 
already starting. 

When the United States got 
into the war at the end of 1941, 
Bill Hewlett joined the US 
.Army Signal Corps, and Rick- 
ard stayed behind to run the 
business. Although both he and 
Hewlett were " trained as 
engineers. Hewlett concerned 
himself with product design 
and manufacturing. Packard 
was the administrator and 
business man. notable for his 
decisiveness. 

In the 195(6 Hewlett-Packard 
expanded out of electronic and 
scientific instruments into cal- 
culators and in the following 
decades into computers and 
printers. All these products 
have an enviable reputation 
for working without fuss. 


Birthdays 

Queen Ingrid of Denmark. 86; Mr 
Gordon Adam. MEP. *2; Sir Dirk 
Bogarde, actor and author. 75: The 
Hon George Bruce, portrait and 
landscape painter. 6t>; Professor 
Lord Butterfield, former Master. 
Downing College. Cambridge. 7« Sir 
Robert Clarke, chairman. Thames 
Water, 67; Mr Richard Eyre, artistic 
director. Royal National Theatre, 53: 
Mr James Hawley. Lord-Lieutenant 
for Staffordshire. 59; Professor Pe- 
ter Heniwssy. Professor of Contem- 
porary History. Queen Mary and 
Westfield College. London. 49. Mr 
Peter Hoheell, Principal. London 
University. 60; Lord Hutchinson of 
Lullmeton QC former Recorder of 
the Crown Court. 81; Lord Judd, con- 
sultant on social and political affairs. 
61: Mr Ne3 KJnnoelL former MR a 
Member of ihc European Commis- 
sion. 54; Mr Raymond Lister, artist 
and author. 77; Mr Minin Mean. Or- 
ganist and Master of the Choristers. 
Westminster Abbey. 56: Mr Michael 
Parkinson, broadcaster. 61; Sir Derek 
Robert*, ftpvosi. Vnnczsity College. 


London, 64; Professor Merton San- 
dler. chemical pathologist. 70: Sir 
John Stephenson, former Lord Jus- 
tice of Appeal. S6: Mr Richard Stil- 
goc. lyricist and musician. 53: Mr 
Peter Wilmot- Sitwell. former chair- 
man. S.G. vVarhurc. 6! . 


Anniversaries 


Births: Fra Bartolomeu «ij PStgh«.4o. 
tBaccin delb Portal, painter. 1472: 
Raphael Sanrio. painter. 1483: St 
Teresa of Avila. Carmelite nun, 1515: 
Johann .Amos Cumenius <, Jan Amos 
Kumcnvfcy ]. reformer. 1592; George 
I. King of Great Britain. Inftft; 
Thomas Gurkwin. atwliliocisi. 1760; 
Joseph Weigl. rosipow, IT&t?: 
William Henry Hum. water-colour 
painter. PW: Gcnrse Richmond, 
painter. UfflO; Alex-imirs Hereubno 
de Carvalho c .Araujo, poe: and his- 
torian. IS 10: Sir Joseph William 
Basiiprlle. engineer. 1S19: Amoinc- 
Edouard Batiste, organist and com- 
poser. 1<C0: Me timed Emir. Risha 
(Eduard Sehnttger». iraieflcr. 1 3-10: 
Aristide BrimJ. statesman 


tors should have their names 
used, but announcers should 
noL 

Most of the important 
wartime announcements were 
made by Snagge himself, in- 
cluding the first communique of 
SHAEF (the Supreme Head- 
quarters, Allied Expeditionary 
Force), revealing to the world 
the long-awaited news of the 
D-Day landings. He read this 
off a pink card from a small cu- 
bicle beneath the Senate House 


In 1969 President Nixon's 
Secretary of Defense, the 
former congressman Melvin 
Laird, tapped Packard for the 
job of restoring order to the ad- 
ministration of the Pentagon, 
where cost overruns were cost- 
ing billions. Packard and Laird 
introduced a “8y before buy- 
policy, in which contracts would 
not be signed for a product un- 
til several manufacturers had 
competed to show what they 
could do and at what price. 

Neither the new concept nor 
Packard’s management skills 
made much difference. Most of 
the contracts Packard initiated, 
such as the S>3A anti-submarine 
aircraft and the DD-963 de- 
stroyer. ran into cost problems 
almost as bad as those which 
had plagued earlier systems. As 
for the Lockheed C5A trans- 
port, which Packard spent 17 
months negotiating, it proved 
both a financial and a techno- 
logical disaster. Packard was 
happy to be back in California, 
and in private industry. 

Few industrialists or man- 
agers have inspired such affec- 
tion. “He encouraged every- 
body ■**. said one colleague in the 
Hewlett-Packard oral history. 
“He would go around, and if 
anybody had any squawk, be 
wanted’ to hear them.” Steve 
Jobs called Hewlett-Packard 
the model for Apple Computer. 

The present US Defense 
Secretary. William Perry, called 
him simply “a giant in industry, 
public service and philan- 
thropy'-. while the banker David 
Rockefeller called him “a bril- 
liant scientist, an innovative 
businessman and an incredibly 
generous and tolerant human 
being”. 

In spile of his great wealth. 
Packard lived simply in Cali- 
fornia. though he and his part- 
ner Bill Hewlett owned large 
spreads of cattle ranching coun- 
try in California and Idaho. I 


Godfrey Hodgson 


David Packard, businessman 
and philanthropist: bom Pueblo, 
Colorado 7 September 1912 : 
founded Hewlett-Packard Co 
ivith William R. Hewlett 1939, 
President 1947-64. Chairman. 
Chief Executive Officer I964-6S. 
1972- 93: l S Deputy Secretary of 
Defense 1969-71: married 1938 
Lucile Saber (died 1987; one son. 
three daughters t: died Palo Alto. 
California 26 March 1996. 


Maxim Gorki I Alexei Maximovich 
FVshk'ft V. ncwdiM- JSt-S: WiDcm 

Mcncelbers- pianist, wnducior and 
o’tnpo-v:. IS71: Paul Samuel While- 
man. bandleader. 1591; Corneille 
Heywass. pftrciolop'tt Dame 
Flora Robson, actress, John 
Lan-iiirav. Altaic, philosopher. 1911. 
Deaths Publius Hetrius Ftolinax, Ro- 
man smpctw, murdered. 193, Wolde- 
car II. Hire of Denmark. 1341: Juan 

Fernandez de Navarre iff. f*El 
Mudo - }. painter. 1575; Pec (Mar- 
garet } Woffington, actress. 17W.1; 
William Tm:mV.a. architect. 1&2S: 
Modest Petrovich Mas.wgsh.com- 
rov-T. |651; Albert Pifikharn Ryder, 
artist. 1*17; Yir-saia Woolf i Adeline 
Virginia Stephen), aatitor and crit- 
ic !94l: Serce: ViMlievich Rach- 
maniffov. composer. 1943: Stephen 
Buffer LeacocL humcnsi and author. 
194-S; Christopher Darlington Mor- 
ley ncr.cii'4 and playwright. 1957: 
Williaat Christopher Handy, blues 
cnaprwer. Dwight David Eiscn- 
h»wer. general and statesman. 1969; 
D' lrothy Fields, lyricra. 1974; Marc 
Chagjil. painter. J9K5; Eugene 


of London University, then 
General Eisenhower’s head- 
quarters. His friend the Amer- 
ican broadcaster Ed Murrow 
once asked Snagge if he might 
borrow the histone card. When 
it was returned it had been 
signed “To John Snagge who 
first spoke these words on the 
ain Dwight D. Eisenhower-, by 
then the President of the Unit- 
ed States, and countersigned by 
Winston Churchill and Eisen- 
hower’s deputy. Marshal of the 


RAF Lord Tedder. Later on El- 
Day Snagge introduced the first 
edition of War Report, which 
thereafter became a nightly 
magazine programme of actu- 
ality material from the beach- 
es, following the nine o’clock 
news. 

After the war Snagge re- 
mained in charge of the an- 
nouncersand the presentation 
announcements on BBC radio. 
He continued to give the sound 
commentaries on State occa- 


John Derrick Mordaunt Snagge, 
broadcdsterrbornS May 1904; 
Assistant Stoke-on-Trent Station 

Director, BBC 1924-28. -An- 
nouncer, Savoy HiU 1928-33, 
Commentator Oj^ord v Cam- 
bridge Boat Race 1931-80, -4s- 
sistant, Outride Broadcasts Dept 
1933-39, Assisujnt Director, Out- 
ride Broadcasts 1 939, Presenta- 
tion Director 1939-45, Head of 
Presentation ( Home Service) 
1945-57, Head of Presentation 
(Sound) 1957-63. Special Duties 
1963-65; OBE 1944; author 
(with Michael Bardcy ) o/Those 
Vintage Years of Radio 1972; 
mariied 1936 Eileen Joscdyne 
(died 1980), 1983 Joan Wilson 
(died 1992); died Slough 26 
March 1996. 


Wolfgang Koeppen 


Economic miracles were not the 
only kind of mirade that oc- 
curred in Germany in the 1950s. 
At the veiy end of the decade 
and within little more than two 
years many of the writers who 
came to dominate German lit- 
erary life - Hans Magnus Ec- 
zensberger, Gunter Grass. Uwe 
Johnson, Martin Walser - pub- 
lished, to great acclaim, their 
first books. It was not the first 
time that a young generation 
snatched the limelight, sidelin- 
ing an older generation, 
Wolfgang Koeppen was one 
of that older generation - 40 
when the Second World \tar 
ended, with two novels pub- 
lished and well received in the 
1930s. Between 1951 and 1954 
he published three more. After 
1954, however, he wrote no oth- 
er novel. Prizes came later, but 
they never made a public, spotlit 
figure of Koeppen, did nothing 
to alter the impression of a 
writer who, in fiction at least, 
had long since fallen silent 
Koeppen had hardly seemed 
programmed for silence. Al 
school in Greifswald - he was 
bora there in 1906 - he was. in 
his own words, fleeing from life 
into writing. When he was 15 he 
stuck a label on his door. “Wblf- 


gang Koeppen, Man of Letters”. 
The commitment was plain 
enough, but it was threatened 
by a hesitant fragile creativity. 
When Hitler came to power 
Koeppen had beenfor several 
years a successful feuilletonist in 
Berlin and, whilst out of sym- 
pathy with National Socialism, 
saw himself as one of the writ- 
ers who “if they hadn’t been dri- 
ven out or imprisoned or hadn't 
emigrated, clung to hopes that- 
it wouldn’t be too bad." He 
returned to Germany from. Hol- 
land In 1936. avoided military 
service and lived mainly from 
writing film scripts. 


. Koeppen survived, proud of 
never baring ^ worn a uniform for 
Hitler. But uncertainties sur- 
vived as well: 1 asked myself 
what I had been waiting for. all 
those years, why 1 had been a' 
witness and why 1 had sur- 
vived.- The self-questioning , 
seems finally to have-proved 
productive - three novels ap- 


peared in rapid succession: 

: Tauten ah Gras (“Pigeons in the 
Grass-) ml951,DasTrabhaus 
(“The Hothouse" )in 1953 and, 
in 1954, Tod in Rom (“Death in 
Rome"). Hie timing is crucial 
t- in a qountiy barefy emerged ; 
from chaos irt l951 it took gjffe 
of both narrative range arid 6>. 
cus to characterise a society that 
was both in shambles and in a 



Koeppen: fragile creativity 


vacuum. . 

In Tauben im Gras, discon- 
nected fragments track a mul- 
titude of characters through 
one day in a German city under 
American occupation, a city 
unnamed but recogmsablyMu- 
nich. In a many-toned language 
Koeppen not only depicts a ca- 
cophonous world but peoples 
that world with individuals 
whose lives barely overlap. The 
result documents a uniquely 
German situation; it also, with 
its echoes of James Joyce and 


John Dos Passos, reconnects the 
German' novel, at a surpris- 
ingly eaity date to moderiust 
■ fiction. V_ ‘.: 

Jh. the' two novela that im- 
mediatefy folkwed there is per- 
haps less of the virtuoso: 
kafeidosobfacsweqp but there 
. is a no less formidable mastery 
of multi-focused narrative and 
a no less sharpsense of the ten- 
sions and the overriding futili- 
ties m theworidof Bonn politics 
( Das TreiMiaUs) J and in a world 
where a foiled- musical vision 
andan unabated Nazism nigbt- 
matishly-coerist (Tod in Rom.}. . 

The rest was not silence - 
Koeppen wrote travel- essays 
that earned much praise - but 
living, as he put it, within a nov- 
el made rtdifgailt to write cue; 
Those early unique 1950s had, 
it seems, uniquely fa died add 
directed his imagination: *51 
wanted to '.find the dimale of the 
time, the. temperature of the 
day." No one at that time 
sensed the climate and took the 
temperature more memorably. 

■ Philip Brady 


Wolfgang Koeppen, writer bom 
Grdfswald 23 June 2906; mar- 
ried 1946 Marion Ulrich ; died 
Munich 15 March 1996. 


Gp Capt Stuart Wilson-MacDonald 


The Battle of Britain was fought 
nearly 46 years ago and the few 
who survived become fewer 
and fewer. Among them was 
Group Captain Stuart Wtlson- 
MacDonald (he acquired the 
Wilson when he married his 
cousin Rosemary after the war). 

Stuart Wilson-MacDonald 
survived not only the battle 
but a long series of combat 
tours, thereafter Hying and 
commanding operationally un- 
til almost tbc end of the war. 
This five-year record was by no 
means unique among Second 
Wurld War pilots, indeed it 
was not even all that unusual. 

Initially Stuart MacDonald’s 
prospects of a flying career 
were diminished by a series of 
boyhood illnesses, largely res- 
piratory. However a period 
spent in Kenya probably con- 
tributed to his recovery, and by 
1935 he was fit enough to win 
a short service commission in 
the RAF. Thereafter his time 


was spent almost exclusively on 
figbter aircraft and he was par- 
ticularly associated with num- 
ber 213 Squadron, which he led 
during the Battle of Britain, in 
the Middle East and laterhad 
under overall command in the 
Balkan Air Force. Such close as- 
sociation with an individual 
squadron is rarely attained in 
the RAF. which for that reason 
has something to envy in the 
regimental system of the Army. 

In September 1940. operat- 
ing from Tangmere. the most ge- 
ographically exposed of all 
front-line airfields, MacDonald 
led the squadron in the final 
hectic month of the Battle of 
Britain and proved hims elf not 
only an effective fighter pilot but 
an inspirational leader whose 
flew in combat more often than 
any other of his pilots. He per- 
sonalty destroyed at least three 
cnerav aircraft while his own 
Hurricane was often severely 
damaged by enemy fire. 


When the battle was complet- 
ed the squadron briefly moved 
north; but the demands of this - 
still most critical period of the 
war led to its eartyretuni to in- 


. tensive operations, this time in 
the Mediterranean theatre. 
MacDonald led the squadron to 
the Middle East by way of a - 
transit aboard the aircraft car-' 
rier Furious, with a refuelling 
stop in beleaguered Malta. 

After further action which in- 
cluded joining as a wing leader 
the unhappy campaign against 
the Vichy French in Syria and 
a brief spell on the air staff; he 
was once again back in the 
heat of the action as leader of 
283 wing, which included his old 
friends 213 Squadron and also 
two South African squadrons. 

As always he led the wing 
personally, this time largely in 
operations over the then Yugo- 
slavia, and learnt the problems 
and lessons of flying over rhaf 
difficult and hostile terrain. 


Only when the war in Italy 
and the Balkans finally ended 
was he given a rest from active 
' service. He was also given apex- 
manent commission and a num- 
ber of command appointments 
in the British Air Forces of Oc- 
cupation in Germaziy and senior 
staff appointments in Fighter 
Command. He retired is 1963. 

- Stuart Wilson-MacDonald 
was abig man in every sense of . 
foe word," big but never big- 
headed. Handsome and pow- 
erfully built; he exuded great 
bonhomie mid a quiet charm. 
After the war he married and 
was as happy in that marriage 
as be. atom's had been in the 
RAF. 


Christopher F oxley-Nowti 

Duncan Stuart MacDonald, pi- 


iswu.u/t jiuun macuonaui, pi- 
lot: bom Oban, Scotland 5 
March 1912; DFC 1940; DSO 
1945; married 1947 Rosemary 
Wilsori (one son, one daughter): 

died 29 February 1996. 


Iormix aulhiMT and pliywrigtu, 1994. 
On this day: the Act of Union with 
England was passed by the Irish Par- 
liament. 1890: Britain derived war 
on Russia (the Crimean War). 1S54; 
clecuic lighting was installed in the 
Houses of Partiament, 1878: a dis- 
astrous storm and tidal wave swept 
New Zealand, 1>SX& the marriage 
took place in Hollywood of Douglas 
Fairbanks and Mary Pickford. 1«2U: 
after tbe dissolution of the Hungar- 
ian parliament. Admiral Mddo Hor- 
thy became dictator. 1920; tne name 
of Constantinople won dunged to Is- 
tanbul. and Angora to Ankara, HA*, 
after Madrid surrendered to General 
Franco, the Spanish Civil War end- 
ed, 1959; the Battle of Cape Mata- 
pan. Greece, was successfully fought 
by the British Navy against the Ital- 
ians. 1941; British commandos raid- 
ed the French naval port ot St 
Naajire, 1942; the last German V2 
rocket fell oa Britain, 1945; Ihe firsr 
London performance of the musical 
show Damn Yankees was staged. 
1957; the pirate radio .station “Radio 
Caroline” began to transmit from a 


ship in the North Sea. 1964; in 
linkey. a severe earthquake result- 
ed in the loss of more than 1JXJ0 lives. 
1979; during the efuil war m East Pak- 
istan, Sheikh Mujibur was captured 
and oner 7.000 people killed, 1971; 
an accident occurred at tbe nuclear 
rc,tcfor on Three Mile Island, near 
Middletown, Pennsylvania, 1979, 
Today is the Feast Day of St Gtin- 
n annuls or Gentian and St TutDo. 


Sir William Shakespeare 


A memorial service for Sir W illiam 
Shakespeare win be held at Radley 

College, near Abingdon, Oxford- 
shire, on Sunday 28 AprO it 3 ^ 


Lectures 


National Gallery: Stella Gambling. 1 
“Lions and Lambs (rv): the Lion of 
Saint Mark”. 1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Musemm Salty 
Dormer. “Medieval AUk Pieces 
(Ur, 2J0pm. 

British MHManK Hilary WSIiano, 
“Mure Vig£e Lebrun and Lady 
Hamilton’s ■attitudes”’; LlSpUL - 
National Portrait Gallery: Clare. 
Giiiings. “Sir Henry - Union's? 

Rooms', 1.10pm. 

Royal Society of Literature. London 
W2; Hcrmionc Lee. “ Virginia Wnoff: ‘ 
biography and death”, 7pm. . 


British Library 

The Second Annual Douglas Bryant 

Lecture, which was to have heen held 

on 2 April, has been cancelled due 
to tbe withdrawal of the speaker, Dr 
James BtUjj^ton. The British Library 
apologises for the short notice of thfe 

rtnd rraiMr *«w. 


£710.681 neL He left £10,000 to ^ . 
terhotise, Cambridge,' io- support 
travel by undergraduates. 

Mrs Constance FGgg Tlppeiiof Pet' 
nto. Cumbria, the material saetuisC . 
left estate valued at £185^56 net. Af-.' 
ter peiwred beqaests,sbcleft'£T 00 
to the Parishes of Edenhail anri 
Langwathby, and her .books no t oth- ' 

nwu* bequeathed and the residue 
to Newnham College, Cambridge.^ 


change, and regrets any inconve- 
nience caused. For further informa- 
tion. telephone 01 71-412 7760 


Wills 

Pnrfessw Alfred FaixLandon Bee- 
rton, of Ifflqr, Oxford, La udian 
Profess^ of Arabic, Oxford Uni- 
wsit)US55-79. left estate valued at 

Pnfeswr Sir John Trahan* Don- 
Sjas Cl nrit, of Cambridge; the 
archaeologist and Master of Peter- 
house 1973450. left estate valued at 
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Ame qca. Tt*n s Magma attends * 
Perfbnnance by the Ptiaitoi 


of the Guard 


Gj-ri,. l!am:-ia Baitato. 
the Queea’s Guard; 
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trom eveiyiwy 

1982 at a lonai gwe° *9™ w 
rietv Club of Cheat Britain to 
celiratetbe BBCs 60faan- 

nivetsaty, found fanMefl 

'Sitting next to a former BBC col- 
league, Joan Wilson. Withm a 

few months they were mamed 

She made the next nine years 
Veiy happy ones for him. but m 
1991 when he was 88, she too 
• predeceased him- 

Gradually John Snagge be- 
camevetyfihfi>tHithe summon- 
. ed tip the stamina, shortly 
before his90fobirthday, to at- 
■ tend the odabition mounted by 
: the Imperial War Museum to 
L comm emorate .the 50th aniU- 
versary of D-Day aud to retread 
many. tinaes,-for the benefit of 
diffe rent-: television ;aiid' radio 
programmes, theresl of Eisen- 
hower’s famous comnruniqud. 

: - 'LeoBarfMfadl 
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Apple Computer stuns Wall Street with $ 700 m loss 


DAVID US BORNE 
Newark 


Bad news at Apple Computer 
worsened yestentay with a warn- 
ing from the company that it ex- 
pected to suffer a pant loss of 
5700m (£450m) in the current 
quarter, far exceeding the direst 
predictions of analysts cm Wall 
Street. 

The announcement can only 
cast further doubt over the 
longterm viability of the once- 
mighty company as an inde- 


pendent force in the personal 
compu ter industry that k helped 
to pioneer. It came one day after 


Moody's Investors Sendee in 
wYo 


New York downgraded its debt 
to junk-bond status. 

The dismal performance 
guarantees that this quarter, 
which ends on 29 March, will be 
the worst in Apple’s history. The 
Josses far outstrip the $188m of 
red ink that was revealed in one 
quarter in the middle of 1993. 

The company emphasised 
yesterday, however, that the 


losses would be aurihutable in 
a large pan io a write-down in 
the value of unsold inventory 
and to costs associated with re- 
structuring. The company be- 
gan a process of laying offl^OO 
of its 14,500 employees at the 
stan of this year. 

Apple conceded, however, 
that both iis shipping volumes 
and its revenues for the quarter 
would be significantly down on 
the same quarter last year, when 
the company earned S73m on 
sales of $2.65bn. The slowdown 



has burdened Apple with a 
huge backlog of unsold com- 
puters and accessories that it has 
been unable to sell. 

Although Apple had been 
signalling to Wall Street that a 
large loss was likeh this quar- 
ter, lew analysts had been 
expecting anything so dramat- 
ic. “It's a shocker in one sense 
because I don't think anyone 
realised how big the inventory 
writ e-off would be.” remarked 
Tim Bajarin. president of 
Creative Strategies Research 


International in San Jo«. 
California. 

Gilbert Amelin, who took 
user as Apple's chairman two 
months ago, tried to pet an op- 
timistic veneer on the news, ;n- 
»iMii)g that he remained 
convinced that the company's 
fortunes could be turned 
around. He promised to urn eii 
a detailed rescue plan in May. 

“I'm confident at this point 
that l know what the problems 
are and that they are livable.'' Mr 
Ameliosatd from Apple'* head- 


quariers in Cupertino. Cali- 
fornia. ~\\'c plan to aauresshc- 
h address these issues and take 
the necessary corrective actions. 
Wc will l>- - able It > articulate * *ur 
plans by early May." 

Much ol the personal com- 
puter industry in the US has 
been issuing warnings of tum- 
bling earnings as demand for 
home computer* has begun to 
slide. Some manufacturers, no- 
tably Compaq, have introduced 
across- the- hoard price cuts, 
which can only compound the 


squeeze on Apple. Apple has 
been doubly hurt, meanwhile, 
because of falling consumer 
confidence in the company and 
ii> future. Fear- .ihout iis via- 
bility were fed by rumours at the 
stan nf ibis year that it was con- 
templating u merger with Sun 
Microsystems as its only es- 
cape route from disaster. 

Shortly after taking the reins 
at Apple.' Mr Amclio put an end 
to tentative takeover talks with 
Sun Microsystems and indicated 
his own preference lor main- 


taming Apple's independence. 
Apple began io hit ihe headlines 
with its difficulties early ibis year, 
when it revealed a Sn9m loss tor 
the last three months of 1995. 
Once the whizz-kid of the in- 
dustry. Apple has found itself in- 
creasingly sidelined by the 
dominant standards of the Mi- 
crosoft Windows operating sys- 
tem and the chip technology of 
Intel. The ensuing turmoil led 
to the replacement of its then 
chief executive, Michael Spin- 
dler. with Mr Amelio. 
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on housing 
market recovery 


fri- 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor ' 


Sir Lawrie Barratt placed a 
massive bet on recovery in the 
housing market yesterday, an- 
nouncing plans to build 1 1,000 
homes-a-year by the end of the 
decade, a level Barratt last 
reached in the mid-Eighties. To 
fund the expansion, the house- 
builder tapped the market for 
£90m in a one-for-four rights is- 
sue, its first cash caD for B y ears. 

News of Barratt’s growth 
plans came as the company 
bucked the recent depressing 
trend among Britain's large 
housebuilders with a jump in 
half-time profits from £1 6.1m to 
£19.1m for the six months to 
December. Despite difficult 
trading conditions. Barratl.com- 
pleted 3,002 homes in the six 
month period, an increase of 12 
per cent over, the comparable 
half year. .:•••• • 

Sir Lawrie, who six months 
ago roasted the Government for 
> fits failure to support the hous-, 
t ing market, turned his attention 
to fellow housebuilders this 
tinje,critirisingtbeir /flawed efc 
pectations* of Tecovery Which’ 
had led to a surfeit .of unsold 
houses in the industry and un- 
necessarily low selling prices. 

The flood of poor results in 
the sector in recent weeks was, 
he said, a reflection of over- 
bidding for land in the false 
dawn of 1994, when many ob- 
servers believed the housing 


marker was pulling out of 
recession only to be wrong- 
footed by a second slump. 

He also criticised much of the 
recent corporate activity in the 
sector, claiming that Barratt had 
looked at the 12 housebuilders 
to have been acquired in the 
past three years and had re- 
jected them all on price grounds 

Warning that many of those 
deals, including the recent 
acquisition of Trafalgar House’s 
Ideal Homes by Persimmon, 
bad been struck at between 10 
and 25 per cent over the odds, 
- Sir Lawrie sai± “Why should we 
lake on other buildera' problems 
and then suffer the penalty of 
paying goodwill for the 
privilege?” 

Reacting to criticisms that 
the proposed expansion could be 
a re-run of the rapid growth in 



the late 1980s that led to a col- 
lapse into the red in 1991, and 
the return from retirement of Sir 
Lawrie, chief executive Frank 
Eaton said Barratt was a much 
better run business than five 
years ago. He pointed to a return 
on capital of over 20 per cent, 
which compares with the sector 
average of only 13 per cent 

Barratt denied it was being 
forced into a volume battle 
with Wimpey. which - follow- 
ing its recent asset swap with 
Tarmac - toppled Barratt from 
its position as Britain's biggest 
housebuilder. With a new hous- 
ing market share of only 42 per 
cent and a share of just 0.6 per 
cent of total housing transac- 
tions, the company believes it 
has plenty of scope for growth. 

Tire focus will be the South- 
east where (he company sees the 
greatest potential for expansion. 
Market improvements in that 
region were the biggest driver 
of profit growth in the first half. 

Sir Lawrie continued his at- 
tack on the Government's hous- 
ing policy yesterday, saying: 
“In spite of the favourable ra- 
tio of house prices to income 


and relatively low mortgage 
irker 


Sir Lawrie Barratt: Betting 
on a housing recowry 


rates, the market was adversely 
affected by Government ac- 
tion to reduce Miras and In- 
come Support,” 

The rights issue, pitched at 
200p compared to Tuesday’s 
close of 239p, is underwritten by 
SBC Whrbuig. 

Investment Column, page 22 



Hot line: Graham Howe, Orange’s finance 
director (front), and Kurt Snook, managing 
director, celebrate as shares in the mobile 
company shot to 245p at start of trading 
compared with the offer price of 205p, 
writes Mary Fagan. The first 10 minutes saw 
almost 11 million shares traded, with the 
volume rising to 72 million in the two 


hours between 2.30pm and close of play, 
when the price had settled at 237.5p. 

Even top institutions received only 10 per 
cent of the shares they applied for. The 
flotation of 25 per cent of Orange raises 
£624m, valuing the company at £2.5bn. 

Investment Column, page 22 
Photograph: Kalpesh Lathigra 


Unions braced 
for job losses at 
United Utilities 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 


Unions fear that 2.000 job 
losses may he announced today 
ui United Utilities, the com- 
pany formed by North West 
Water's £I.8bn takeover last 
year ol Nnrweb. ihe regional 
'electricity firm. 

There was also speculation 
yesterday that the zroup might 
dispose of its retail operations, 
which have a substantial high 
street and superstore presence 
in the North-west. City sources 
said that the most likely route 
for such a disposal would be a 
management buyout. 

United Utilities declined to 
comment, but the group is ex- 
pected to make an announce- 
ment to the Slock Exchange 
this morning. Shares in the 
company rose I9p to 597p. 

Commenting on the ru- 
mours, one City analyst said: 
“The merged operation will 
have big restructuring costs. 
Hefty job cuts seem inevitable 
at some stage.” 

He added: “They do not 
seem to have made much 
progress so far in integrating 
the “business or on delivering 
the reductions in cost." 

Last year Norweb had about 
7,600 full-time equivalent em- 
ployees. 2.000 of them in retail 
operations - a business the 
company had pursued ener- 
getically. 

North West water had a sim- 
ilar workforce. including over 
5.000 in the core water and 
sewase business. 


Unions fear the job cuts 
might be in addition to reduc- 
tions on the retail side. City an- 
alysts said that a combination 
of 2.000 redundancies with a re- 
tail disposal would be viewed 
by investors as aggressive. 

’ In November, the group 
warned that there would be a 
shake-up in the combined op- 
eration. which finally came 
into being on 1 January. 

Brian Staples, then chief ex- 
ecutive of North West Witer, 
said:" We're going to com- 
pletely redesign the group. 
The idea is to create more non- 
regulated earnings." 

The company' has already 
made progress on that front, 
with a recent 20-year agree- 
ment io operate water and 
sewer services for North 
Brunswick in the state of New 
Jersey in America. 

Mr Staples also said that 
United Utilities should be able 
to deliver real dividend growth 
of S per cent or greater, against 
the 7 per cent real growth 
promised by North West alone. 

Mr Staples had ear tier an- 
gered consumer groups by say- 
ing that if the takeover 'went 
ahead, shareholders would see 
the first benefits from any sav- 


ings from job losses and ratio- 
alis: 


nalisation over the rest of the 
decade. 

He said that for the first five 
years, the money would go to 
shareholders as higher divi- 
dends, and only after the year 
2000 would customers begin to 
see any effect on their bills, 
spread over five years. 
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1,900 workers 


TOM STEVENSON 



Pilkingion is to cut 1,900 jobs 
from its European and US 
glass-making businesses as part 
of a radical shake-up of its 
manufacturing operations. The 
news, which wOl cost £155m 
over three years, was greeted 
with dismay by unions. 

In the City,' profit forecasts 
were shaved as the chief exec- 
utive, Roger Leverton, also 
warned that expectations for the 
year to March were too opti- 
mistic. The shares closed 8p 
down at 19S.5p. . . 

Although flagged by the com- 
pany al the time of its recent ac- 
quisition of the Italian glass- 
maker SIV. the size of restruc- 
turing surprised some investors, 
coining as H did only months af- 
ter the company tapped the. 
market for£3(J0m in a rights is- 
sue. About £70m of the total 
cost is to cover redundancies, 
with a further £S5m to write 
down the book value of facto- 
ries slated for closure. 

In both Europe and the US. 
products are being shifted be- 
tween sites to lengthen pro- 
duction runs and. reduce unit 
manufacturing costs. In addi- 
tion, PQldngLon’s Geiman dou- 


ble-glazing capacity is being 
cut to reflect faffing demand. 

There was an angry response 
from union leaders, who said 
yesterday they would be seek- 
ing immediate consultation with 
Pilldngton's management. Alan 
Black, a GMB official, said: “I 
had hoped that the daysof bear- 
: ing about redundancies through 
the media bad long gone.” 

Mr Leverton, the former 
KTZ executive who broke a long 
fine of Pilkingion family ap- 
pointments when he joined as 
chief executive, responded that 
he was obliged to release price- 
sensitive information to the 
market in this way. 

He played down the impact 
of the proposed job losses on 
British workers, pointing out 
that only 14. per cent of Pilk- 
ington’s business was located in 
the UK. More than a third is in 
Germany, which is expected to 
bear ihe brunt of job losses, and 
a quarter in the US. 

. The profits warning, which 
prompted downgrades of fore- 
casts from about £218m to 
£210m for the year to March, 
reflected comments from Mr 
Leverton that the General Mo- 
tors strike had hit JUS profits by 
up to £I0m.-. 


Arjo Wiggins chief executive quits 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 


Aijo Wiggins Appleton, the 
troubled Anglo-French paper- 
malting and merebanting group, 
yesterday announced the sud- 
den departure of its chief 
executive, Alain Soulas. He has 


been replaced by Philippe 
Beylier.whc 


io has been in charge 
of (he group’s successful mer- 
ebanring division and will now 
be based in the UK 
The move was welcomed by 
the City, which saw it as po- 


tentially heralding the sale of the 
group's struggling European 
manufacturing operations. The 
shares added bp to 204p. 

Aijo said Mr Soulas was 
leaving by mutual agreement, 
but added that he was expect- 
ed to pick up around £740,000 
compensation for loss of office. 
One source close to the 
company said the parting in- 
volved "a degree of French 
pragmatism". 

The departure of Mr Soulas 
is thought to be linked to the 


widespread review being con- 
ducted by new deputy chairman 
Daniel Me tin. also chairman of 
Aijo’s 40 per cent shareholder 
Saint-Louis, the big French 
food and sugar group, who ar- 
rived in December. 

The results of the review, 
which is thought to involve the 
management consultants McK- 
insey “are expected in the sum- 
mer. Analysis expect it to 
recommend radical action io 
deal with the group's prob- 
lems. Mike Murphy of brokers 


SBC Warburg said there was a 
question mark over the sus- 
tainabifity of the European pa- 
per-making business - parts of 
which were loss-making last 
year. “The removal of Soulas. 
who isamanulaciuringguvand 
has run mills in the past, could 
remove an obstacle to the sale 
of that business." he said. 

He estimated Atjo’s break- 
up value at only between 155p 
and lbOp a share, valuing the 
whole group ol around flJTbn. 

The shares have slumped 


from 28Sp last July after the 
company was forced to issue a 
series of trading warnings as de- 
stocking in the European paper 
industry’ hit its business. 

As it turned out. pre-tax prof- 
its slumped from £21 7m to 
£72m last year, depressed by a 
£12 lm exceptional restructuring 
charge. 

The company announced 690 
job cuts - over half of which re- 
lated to the carbonless and 
thermal papers operations in 
Europe. 



Departure: Alain Soulas 
leaves by mutual agreement 


Mulcahy talks tough with B&Q boss 


NIGEL COPE 


Sir Geoff Mulcahy, chief exec- 
utive of Kingfisher, yesterday 
backed the management of the 
group’s B&Q Dry subsidiary 
despite a 33 per cent slump in 
the division's profits. 

The pledge confused many in 
the City as earlier suggestions 
had been that B&Q’s chief ex- 
ecutive, Jim Hodkinson, was set 
to leave the group after the poor 
performance, and a decision by 
Sir Geoff to rein back the ex- 
pansion of die Warehouse store 
form allhat Mr Hodkinson was 
keen to expand. 

Sir Geoff said: “Jiin is at the 


helm and we have an agreed 
plan of action." He admitted 
that there had been some 
“tough talking”. 

At an analysis' meeting yes- 
terday morning Sir Geoff took 
all questions on B&Q while Mr 
Hodkinson sat xflenl on the 
podium after his presentation. 
The style of the briefing con- 
veyed the impression that Sir 
Geoff was exerting a stronger 
control over the operating 
businesses. 

In spite of the company’s 
statements on management, 
analysts and institutional in- 
vestors are still uncertain how 
long the entrepreneurial Mr 


Hodkinson will want to remain 
al B&Q. One fund manager 
said: *Tt looks a bit sloppy if they 
can't make their mind up. I sus- 
pect that his [Mr Hod kin son's] 
ambitions are not being 
matched by what Kingfisher is 
trying to do." 

The group had intended to 
open nine of its huge Ware- 
house stores this year but will 
now open only four. The Ware- 
house stores show comparative 
sales growth of 9.4 per cent. But 
sales have declined 1.2 per cent 
at the standard-sure stores. 
Group profits were down trom 
£S3m to £55m last year though 
sales grew 5 per cent to £ 1 Jnh. 


Kingfisher announced flat 
pre-tax profits for the year to 3 
February. Pre-tax profits, ex- 
cluding exceptional items, rose 
2 per cent to £287m. Total prof- 
it rose to £3llm. including the 
sale by Darty, the French elec- 
tricals business, ol a subsidiary. 

Star performer was Wool- 
worths where profits rose 27 per 
cent to £65m. Comet, the elec- 
trical chain, turned last year's 
£2m loss into a £3m profit 
while Superdrug profits rose S 
per cent to £41 m. The Darty 
electrical chain in France was 
held back by a weaker French 
economy. 

Comment, page 23 
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Concerns over weak 
economy resurface 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 


Lower invcfitment and higher 
slnckbuilding at the tail-end of 
19^5 renewed oMicems about 
the weakness of the economy. 
But the financial markets 
shrugged off w orries about the 
impact of the beef scare on Gov- 
ernment borrowing, bidding 
more than two and a half times 
over for £3hn-wonh of gilts auc- 
tioned yesterday. 

Total investment fell slightly 
in 19M5 as a whole. This was due 
mainly lo an 1 1 per cent drop 
in investment by utilities, min- 
ing and quarrying. Manufac- 
turing investment rose X per 
cent, the highest rale of increase 
since 19v2. 

Economists said the figure 
was disappointing following the 
extremely high profits growth of 
the previous year. Firms had 
used the earnings to pay higher 
dividends and rake over other 
companies rather than invest in 
new equipment or buildings. 

Revised figures for invest- 
ment and stocks showed that the 
decline in investment spending 
in manufacturing al the end of 
last year was not as steep as the 
9 per cent originally estimated. 
However, it si ill fell by 5 per cent 
in the final quarter, reluming to 
its end-1994 level. 

The outlook fur industrial in- 
vestment Ihis year is not 


encouraging. Profils arc now in 
creasing at a far slower pace 
and the company sector re 
turned lo financial deficit for lht 
first time in nearly three year 
at the end of 1995. 

Levels of stocks were revises 
up, showing a lota] increase o 
just over £Ibn at 1990 prices ii 
the final quarter. Ratios o 
stock levels to output in man 
ufaemring reached their high 
est level since the start of 1993 

“Manufacturers are canyinj 
too much raw material, toe 
much work in progress and toe 
many finished goods. It is quilt 
alarming," lun Shepherdson 
an economist at HSBC Markets 
said. 

Despite the disappointing 
economic figures, financial mar 
kcls were reassured by the gilts 
auction's success. Demand foi 
the short -da led stock exceedet 
the £3bn on offer 2.64 times 
The “tail” - the gap between Ihe 
highs and ihe average price - 
was only 4 basis points. 

The Treasury yesterday pub- 
lished iis second annual Dehl 
Management Report, setting 
out the Bank of England's task 
in financing government bor- 
rowing in the new financial 
year. It forecast a financing re- 
quirement nf £35.6hn - the" tar- 
get £22.4hn public seclot 
borrowing requirement plus re- 
demptions, which in 1 996/97 will 
amount to £1 1.5bn. 
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Caradon profits 


MAGNUS GR1MOND 

Caradon. lhe Ernest double 
clazing 10 Mira showers build- 
ing products group, yesterday 
warned that iL would continue 
to review its capacity as it con- 
firmed that troubled housing 
markets had eaused a slump in 
profits for last year. 

But further serious job Iossc.n 
beyond the 1.630 already an- 
nounced are not expected- 
Caradon s chief executive. Peter 
Jansen, said: “The difficulty is 
in forecasting the UK market, 
where we have 5U per cent of 


our business. The general view 
is that while the first half will be 
difficult, the second half will 
show signs of recovery." 

There had been no improve- 
ment in the early months of the 
year, he said, but it was difficult 
i<i call because the bad weather 
had kept the industry busy with 
emergency work such as burst 

pipes. 

After a fiat year for housing 
starts in the US. Mr Jansen said, 
“things are now getting better 
and our businesses are per- 
forming accordingly". But in 
Germany, where Caradon paid 


over f 100m for a half-share in 
the Weru doors and windows 
manufacturer last year, the pic- 
ture continues to be gloomy. 
Housing activity is expected to 
be weak in 1996, although Mr 
Jansen insisted that the group 
remained very pleased with 
Went, which remained a central 
part of its strategy. 

Restructuring delivered £25m 
of cost savings last year and 
Caradon expects an accelerat- 
ed programme begun in Sep- 
tember to deliver a further 
£25m in the current year, mak- 
ing £50ra in all. But despite the 


company's efforts, pre-tax prof- 
its slumped from £201 m to 
£1 14m in the year to December. 
The dividend "for the year is held 
at 9.5p. after a final of 6.6p. The 
shares added Ip to 204p. 

The results were hit by a 
£27.6m restructuring charge in 
the original operations, of which 
£12.9m related to the plumbing 
division and £5.6m fell in the 
electrical business centred on 
MK Electric, the UK'S leading 
plugs and sockets manufac- 
turer. A further £4 Jm provision 
was taken in Weru. which an- 
nounced last month that it 


would cut 170 jobs at its factory 
near Stuttgart. 

Without Weru. Caradon's 
figures would have looked 
much worse. It contributed 
£12m in its first eight months 
with the group, just enhancing 
earnings, but that was insuffi- 
cient to offset £15.5ra losses 
from doors and windows in the 
US. Apart from the 7 per cent 
fall in US housing starts, the 
deficit was exacerbated by £8m 
of one-off costs at the Better- 
Biit subsidiary due to the in- 
troduction of a new computer 
system. 


Mr Jansen said he believed 
there was “nothing to worry 
about" from the continuing 
Department of Trade and In- 
dustry investigation into un- 
usual dealings in the group's 
shares prior to a profits warn- 
ing that accompanied the in- 
terim results in September. He 
refused to comment Anther as 
the matter was sub judice. 

He said there were no im- 
mediate plans to buy out the 
minority in tXtru, nor to dispose 

of the security printing opera- 
tion, which saw profits dip £im 
lo £38m last year. ; 


Away day in Peking 
nearly came off the rails 


Clem Jansen, chief executive 
of Sihvrmines, Ihc Leicester- 
based manufacturing group, 
nearly got run over in Peking 
recently. He was in the Chi- 
nese capital trying to lake a 
picture of the front of the 
new railway station, which is 
two kilometres wide, since it 
contains closed circuit TV 
cameras made by Silvermine. 
Much of the 41 per cent leap 
in sales last year was due to 
such technology, he said, but 
he w'as lucky to be alive to 
announce the results. 

Howard Davies, deputy gov- 
ernor of the Bank of Eng- 
land, is taking time off from 
worrying about the effects ol‘ 
EMU on British industry lo 
christen a canal narrow boat. 
On Saturday. Davies will 
name the Bank's own hoai. 
the Watermark, on a canal 
near Derby. The boat re- 
places the old Watermark, 
which had to be sold off fol- 
lowing nine years of wear 
and tear. The Bank Water- 
ways Society owns and runs 
Lhe boats, which arc hired 
out to Bank staff. The sailing 
club also runs a yacht, called 
Ingotism. after the Bank of 
England's telex address. 

Hans Snook, group manag- 
ing director of Orange, had 
one sticky moment when 
preparing for yesterday's 
£2obn float. Whilst on a 
roadshow to US institutions. 
Snook was asked by one 
American banker; “What's 
going lo happen to your 
Arpus?" Snook recalled yes- 
terday: “I thought he was be- 
ing rude. In fact it stands for 
‘average revenues per unit'. 


City Diary 

John Willcock 



Peking: Mean streets for unwary photographers 


where a unit is a customer." 

Half-way through the ads for 
toothpaste and motor insur- 
ance on London News Radio 
yesterday morning came an 
"exhortation to join the Insti- 
tute of Directors. Apparently 
the IOD feels that 50.000 
members is not enough- The 
ad asked: “Are you a compa- 
ny director who is not a 
member of the prestigious 
IOD? If so, many doors will 
be closed to you," followed 
by the sound’ of slamming 
doors. The various doors 
that would be opened were 
then listed. “We've never 
done this on radio before," 
an IOD spokesman said. He 
denied it was a desperate 


The last lime only two horses finished the Grand National 
was 1928. and Sporting Index are hoping that history won't 
repeat itself this Saturday. The spread betting specialists lost 
£90,000 in 1994 when only six horses finished. TTiis year they 
are taking the horse by the reins and forecasting that there 
will be between 15 and 15 finishers in their “Number of 
Finishers Index.” Another bet being offered is the First to 
Last Index which asks the punter to wager on the number of 
lengths there will be between the winner and the last horse to 
complete the National course. The Sporting Index spread for 
this is between 110 and 120 lengths. On tbe other hand yon 
could put your fiver on a horse with an interesting name. 


measure lo get new mem- 
bers: “They stUI have to sat- 
isfy' quite searching criteria. 
The ads are an experiment 
for a couple of weeks. We 
were offered a g<x>d rate.** 

Roughly 47 per cent of se- 
nior executives are prepared 
to commit fraud by under- 
stating write-offs that de- 

E ress company profits, the 
'all Street Journal reported 
this week. According to a 
study by four business school 

f rofessors published in the 
ebruary issue of the Journal 
of Business Ethics, 41 per 
cent of controllers and 76 
per cent of graduate-level 
business students were will- 
ing to commit fraud as well. 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission officials com- 
mented that failure to record 
write-offs properly is one of 
the most common types of 
fraud investigated. 

The Inland Revenue should 
win a prize for “Most Insen- 
sitive Press Release title" 
with this week's contribution: 
“Ships: Rollover Relief for 
Balancing Charges." 
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Irish media group set 
for £ 206 m acquisitions 


MATHEW HORS MAN 

Media Editor 

Independent Newspapers, the 
Irish publishing group, yesterday 
announced record profits and 
said it was prepared to spend as 
much as Ir£200m f£206m) on 
further international acquisi- 
tions. 

The group, 28 per cent- 
owned by the Heinz chief ex- 
ecutive Tony O'Reilly, shook off 
spiralling newsprint costs to 
push pre-tax profits 33 per cent 
higher to Ir£50m, on sales 36 
per cent ahead to lr£36Sm. 

Liam Healy, chief executive, 
said the results from the com- 
pany's South African and Aus- 
tralian publishing interests were 
notably strong. “We continue lo 
believe there is a lot of devel- 
opment potential particularly in 
South Africa,” Mr Healy said. 

Independent dominates the 


Irish newspaper market where 
it publishes the quality market 
leader, the Irish Independent . 
Operating profit in Ireland in- 
creased by 21 per cent to 
Ir£25.9m, on turnover ahead IS 
per cent to Ir£160.9m. 

In the UK, the company 
owns 43 per cent of Newspaper 
Publishing, owner of Lhe Inde- 
pendent and Lhe Independent on 
Sunday , as well as regional 
newspapers, magazines and an 
ou tdoor advertising operation. 

It has recently expanded ag- 
gressively overseas, taking its 
stake in Independent Newspa- 
per Holdings (formerly Argus) 
of South Africa to 60 per cent 
Last year it also made its first 
foray into New Zealand, where 
it controls 45- 1 per cent of Wil- 
son & Horton, the largest pub- 
lisher. through its 50 per 
cent-owned Independent Press. 

In Australia, the group owns 


25 per cent of Australian Prov- 
incial Newspapers, the regional 
newspaper publisher, which 
contributed operating profits of 
A£4I.9m (£21 3m) last year. 

All told, overseas operations . 
account for more than 50 per 
cent of total profits. Mr Healy 
said the company intended to 
continue expanding globally, fol- 
lowing an established strategy of 
taking minority stakes and build- 
ing (m them: 

Separately, Independent an- 
nounced a capitalisation issue 
on the basis of two new* shares 
for every three currently held. 
Mr Healy said the issue was 
aimed at lowering the unit price 
of the share to encourage in- 
vestor interesL 

A final dividend of Ir63p has 
been recommended, taking the 
total for the year to IrlOp, up 
IS per cent over 1994. The 
shares added 5p to dose at 4S3p. 


In Brief 


quisition. It is also seekwgto expand its presence in Asm uugxi 
acquisitions, although joint venture agreements with 1^1 
ners were the preferred route to expansion, the co * 

The newscameas Bowthotpc annoimcedp^^Fo^^^ 
rACtn to t T7 8m in TOQ5 Net cash was £21.4ro at the y®®* 

“d the cSSy Jd it would be comfortable with gonag of 
50 per cent if lhe right acquisition arose. 

* Higgs & Hifi tumbled into the year tharfs » «■ 

ceptional provisions against a contract at ' 

don, and a one-off reorganisation charge. Those «duced a 
£72.000 operating profit, struck from a 22 

sales to £352m, to a £7.6m loss, which compared wrth 1 994 s •prant 
of £1 ,3m. Higgs & Hffl warned in December that itwouJdsljp 
into losses for the year as a whole but it admitted yesterday that 
the reorganisation provision had teen greater than exptciea. 
George Duncan, chairman, warned, that the first nau ot 
would remain difficult, z r ~ . - • 

• FI Group! the software services supplier, announced a 
flotation price of 235p a share yesterday, which will give the 
group a market capitalisation of £69. 8m.- The group is being 
floated on a forecast profit before taxation of £4.6m for the 
year to April, which implies a prospective price/earnings ratio 
of 21. Dealings in H's spares are expected to begin.on Wednes- 
day JO April. 

•- Iceland, the frozen food 'retailer,' has bought back £42m of 
its own shares; reducing- the prospects of a large aquisition. The 
company has bought 27 million shares. ait 156p. The shares rose 
in early trading but fell back again to their starting level of 155p- 
The buy-back is being financed from borrowings and will increase 
gearingrto 20 per cent ; t.; 

•Asda. Property managed to shrug off -generally falling 
property values to report a 1 per cent increase in net assets to 
I30p a share in the year to_ December. The company also an- 
nounced record profits of £S.9tn following a- 12 per cent rise 
in its net rental income to £143m! The dividend is increased 
8 per cenfto 2.6p. . 
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The Investment Column 

EDITED BY TOM STEVENSON ' 

A leap of faith is needed 
before buying Orange 


The number-crunching by analysts as 
yesterday's first dealings in mobile phone • 
group Orange approached has been im- 
pressive. All sorts of arcane discounted 
cash flew models and comparisons of earn- 
ings multiples have been used to assess 
the value of the company at different risk 
premiums. 

Depending who you talked to. the 
paper value of the company on flotation 
came out anywhere between £13bn and 
£33bn. In the end, the sale price was 
£2.45bn and the shares shot to a 193 per 
cent premium, valuing the whole of 
Orange at £2.9bn. 

If this had been a sale of the whole com- 
pany, the owners would of couise hare 
been kicking themselves at giving away so 
much. They could in fact have floated at 
a higher price, but decided against rais- 
ing the ceiling of the indicative pricing 
range of 175p to 205p - published in the 
prospectus - despite early evidence that 
the offer would be heavily oversubscribed. 

It is obvious why they were so gener- 
ous: three-quarters of Orange stays with 
British Aerospace and Hutchison, and a 
healthy premium at the start is good in- 
vestor relations for the long term. The 
marginal underpricing should be more 
than made up by the increase in the paper 
value of the rest of the stock. 

The problem with valuing a slock like 
this is that investment appraisal is only the 
beginning. Orange is a latecomer to a rel- 
atively new market and it happens to have 
had an extremely successful year, wrong- 
footing Vodafone. Ceilnet and Mercury 
One-2-One on both pricing strategy and 
marketing. 

But with such a short track record, pro- 
jections of future growth, market share, 
margins and customer useage are about 
as reliable as economists' forecasts of gross 
domestic product: useful as a working as- 
sumption for a Budget or a spreadsheet, 
but anybody who believes them needs his 
or her head examined. 

To buy Orange requires a leap of faith 
as well a> number-crunching. There is ev- 
idence all around that mobile telephony 
will has e an all pervading influence on peo- 
ple s lives in the next century. The choice 
of Orange rather than Vodafone is dic- 
tated bv ihe fact that over the next two . 


years the company has a useful advantage: 
the fact that - unlike both Vodafone and 
Ceilnet - it sells only digital phones. 

Orange shares nevertheless look ex- 
pensive on paper when compared with 
Vodafone. They will stay that way just as 
long as the company outperforms its big- 
ger rivals in growth of market share. . . 


Barratt sets off 
alarm bells 


Barrett's results for the first six months 
to December were a welcome relief 
after the carnage of the recent building 
reporting season. Increasing profits by 19 
per cent was an impressive performance 
measured against the substantial falls 
recorded by peers such as Beazer and 
Wilson Connolly. 

The announcement of a £90ra rights 
issue to accelerate the group's land pur- 
chase programme, however, will set 
alarm bells ringing with anyone whose 
memory stretches back more than the 
past four years. 

When Barratt plunged more than 
£lO0m into the red in 1991 it was the 
direct result of just the sort of expansion 
that the company is contemplating over 
the next four rears. 

Sir Lawrie ’was quick to criticise his 
rivals yesterday for their over-enthusiasm 
in 1994 when greed took over from fear 
and most of the industry took their 
cheque books out to snap up what re- 
mains of the UK’s scarce land resources. 

The recent profits collapses are a 
direct result of the rapid escalation in raw 
material costs which that auction set in 
train. 

Barratt dismisses suggestions that it is 
a volume junkie, out to get its own back 
on Wimpey. which since the asset swap 
with Tarmac is now at the top of the house- 
building heap. It is also, cnief executive 
Frank Eaton promises, a much belter run 
business than the one that came such a 
spectacular cropper five years ago. 

It may well be, although it is hard lo 
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Mattel value: £427m. share price 232p.~ 
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judge using Barrett's : preferred mea- 
sure, return on capital employed.. * ' 

The house building industry’s propen- 
sity to write down asset values when the 
going gets tough makes that a meaning- 
less ratio. . 

Tbe market took yesterday's cash call 
in its stride, with Barrett's shares slipping 
only 7p to 232p. bang in line with the' 
notional ex-rights price implied by the 
terms of the rights - one-for-fourat 2G0p. 

On the basis of forecast profitsof £5Im 
for the full year - compared with last 
year’s £47. lm - the shares stand on a 
prospective price/earnings ratio of 13. 

If you can shake off the fear that a 
battle between Barratt and Wimpey will 
send land costs soaring, that is reasonable 
value. 

If the thought worries you, the shares 
are rather less attractive. 

Logistical hitch 
at Tibbett 

Logistics, or managing other companies' 
transport and distribution requirements, 
is not tbe go-go business it once was, a fact 
reflected in the near-halving in the share 
price of Tibbett & Britten from a high of 
90Sp just over two years ago. The market, 
however, is not the onlv problem facing 
Tibbett. 

Just about the time its shares were peak- 
ing, Tibbett was busy overpaying for 
Ibleman, a car transportation business 
which dragged the group’s existing Axial 
UK operation from a £4.4 m profit to a 
£9.8m loss last year. 

That turnaround in large measure ex- 
plains the collapse in Hbbetf s pre-tax prof- 
its from £2fi.9m toJ-LLlm last year. The 
market was well warned of the problem 
and the shares bounced S2p to 5Q5p yes- 
terday with relief that things were not 
worse. 

Tibbeu was dearly blinded by the 
promise of picking up the rest of Ford’s 
UK business when it forked out £l5.4ni 
for Toleraan. 

As it happened Ford, now 70 .per cent 
of Axial UK’s turnover, chose last year to 
shake up its manufacturing operations in 
Europe. Compounded by poor manage- 
ment and duff information systems, almnd 
everything that could go wrong has done 
so. 

The business is now said to be back on 
track for profits next year, but the rest cf : 
the group's operations are looking patchy. - 
With turnover related to the cons ume r 
goods industries having risen from 50 to 
55 per cent last year. Tibbett has increased 
its exposure to Lhe cutthroat, retail sector. 

The Canadian business did well, but 
much of the growth in the other mteriuf- 
tional operations outside Axial Europe 
came from acquisitions. Tibbett is:now 
moving into the potentially exciting US 
market and is convinced it will succeed 
where Christian Sah/esen foiled a fewyears 
ago. - _ ■ •: . 

The company's management remains 
confident that there is still growth left in 
the logistics market, but the City may take 
some convincing about this. On a prospec- 
tive p/e of 15. assuming profits bounce to 
£23m thisyear. the shares now. look high 
enough. _ 


BET 
up 
Rentokil 
battle 

jRUSSELL HOTTEN . . - 

BET sougjrt to regain the mi- 
tiative In its takeover fight with 
the rival business services group 
Rentokil yesterday :when it 
staged a mass presentation; to 
institutional investors. . 

: With'diy analysts expecting 
; that a small rise m RentokiTs 
. current £1.9bn offer might win 
tile battle. BET published htiw 
.. figures which it said underlined 
• the growing strength- of the 
business/- 

: BET said that abont30ofihe- 
50 largest shareholders in iKe 
company sent representatwesto 
the meeting, where the dfief 
executive, JohnCIark, outlined 
prospectsforthekeyoperations 
in the group. . . 

Six ^operations - distribution, 
security, training, textile, leisure 
and plant hire - would produce 
- tunxoverupl4per cetitlnsyem;' ' 
with operating margins- rising to 
lL5perceaL • 

“The true potential of BET ’ 
lies within these scLkqrprp&tct : _ 
groups. They are the bedroiac of 
, the fixture of BET and we_are 
confident that they will deliver . 
growth well into -the -iiext 
decade,”- the ■ ch amnan^ rSir ' ~ 
Christopher -Harding, said .' 

But Rentokil seized .on BET’S 
failure to mention its cleaning 
and personnel services activities,', 
which it claimed accounted for 
one-third of turnover/:^ T 
Clive Thompson, Rentokfl’s - 
chief executive, said: “Yet again 
BET shareholdera miisi'haye- 
been disappointed by what they . 
saw and heard today.. Their ... 
board -remains ’unwilling- to . 
address therealperfifomihcecif 
the majority of - * BET 
businesses.” - v- J ' ?• 
The comments :: .carae ; as =• 
stockbrokers NaiWesrSecurities 
issued a report lhat-BET. ap- 
peared to have tittle dhahee of - . 
escaping Rentokil -clutches. 
Analyst Paul Morlaild Said: 
“We conclude that Rentokfl’s 
initial offer is generous and BET : 
shareholders' shouldnot'aa-' 
sumeOratitwillberaisedlfthe. - 
offer is raised, it is unlike ly to 
be by very much.” .-‘2 v. 1. 

He beOevs Ih^ itentokil;. 
has Ettlescope to faise’thfr ot 
fer . because a takeover wbiild 
enhance earnings by 3.per cent 
if there were no di.«^ yvgaia . 

RentoTcfl were to dispose 
ofplant services and Style con- 
ference [management* we- 
estimate [that the deal wifl bfc 
earnings neutral at the- current 
offer pricer he said." 1 • - 
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Politics versus logic in the battle for the Bank 


■* ~7 m., 



COMMENT 


..‘If there Is to be a 
formal, representative 
and answerable . 
monetary committee 
at the- Bank, it also 
needs to be fully in 
control of interest rate 
decisions’ 


Y ou don’t need a crystal ball to know that 
the Chancellor and Governor of the 
Bank of England are going to be at logger- 
heads again over interest rates before too 
long - perhaps not at next Wednesday’s 
meeting but, unless the economic backdrop 
changes quite substantially, certainly by 
late spring or early summer. The Chanccl- 
lor warns to see at least another half point 
off interest rates, his next-door neighbour at 
No 10 more. The Governor wants them on 
hold and, if things cany on the way they are 
right now. mewing gentlv upwards from the 
autumn onwards. 

Precisely when the Bank chooses to stand 
its ground is hard to predict. If it believes 
that there are bigger fights to come, it prob- 
ably won’t be at this next meeting. But at 
some stage it will, putting the present mon- 
etary arrangements to the lest ance again. 
Kenneth Garke has already ignored the 
Governor's advice once before. On that 
occasion he got away with it. Eddie George 
was proved wrong. So it could be argued that 
it is the Chancellor's judgement that we 
should all trust, not the Bank’s. Mr Garke 
is unlikely to be lucky twice,, however, and 
if he goes against the Bank again, the cred- 
ibility of the present monetary arrangements 
will be called into question once more. 

Does this matter? With an election 
looming, the Chancellor won’t be worrying 
too much about credibility. Whatever" the 
markets may think, the electorate on the 
whole doesn’t care a fig. It has yet to be edu- 


cated into the virtues of an independently 
determined monetary policy. Outside the 
markets, interest rate cuts are nearly always 
popular, whatever their motivation. Cer- 
tainly the politically inspired rate cut is u long 
way from being a thing of the past. One of 
our leading tabloids already has the head- 
line set up for when the Chancellor does it. 
“Belt up Eddie”, the headline will read over 
a glum- looking Eddie George in the back of 
his car. 

Kenneth Garke is more sympathetic to 
the Bank's case for frill independence than 
most of his Cabinet colleagues hut even he 
is not wholly for it. As for the rest, an inde- 
pendent central hank smells loo much of 
things European to even be considered. 

Ironically the Bank may stand a better 
chance with Labour, which on paper at least 
is as opposed to full-scale independence as 
the present government. Even among New- 
Labour there is a tendency to regard the City 
as a state within a state, something lhai ads 
in its own greedy interests rather than those 
of the country. "Rightly, Labour has argued 
that if the Bank is to have greater authority 
in deciding monetary policy, then Lhosc that 
decide it within the Bank should be a more 
representative, less City-orientated lot. A 
monetary cotnminec. with outside members, 
would be established and its deliberations 
published. 

While the ultimate decision on inrerest 
rates is taken at the Treasury, however, the 
proposal suffers from a fatal flaw. Regard- 


j less of what the majority of the committee 
I derides, the Chancellor would always be able 
j to go along with the published view of the 
: minority if it better suited his purpose. The 
j Bank would oS a consequence nave even less, 
power than it does at present. .As things 
stand, its position on rates, -although it may- 
be wrong, is at least a non-dissenting one. 

The quid pro quo for a more representa- 
tive Bank, therefore, should he a more inde- 
pendent one. If there is to be a formal, rep- 
resentative and answerable monetary 
committee at the Bank, it also needs to he 
j fully in control of interest rate decisions. 
: That is the logical conclusion to draw from 
1 Labour's policy. But then logic never did 
; have much to do with polities. 

A good effort 
from Sir Geoff 

I t's lime for an end-of-tenn report on Sir 
Geoff Mulcahy. chief executive of King- 
fisher. A year ago. fresh from a calamitous 
profits warning and a Nxsrdri'tom clear-out. 
Sir Geoff descended into the hot seal to son 
out the mess, particularly at Wcolworlhs and 
Comet. He was judged too valuable to walk 
the plank himself and the City gave him the 
benefit of the doubt, waiting to see if he 
could re-work old magic. One year on. how 
has he fared? 

1 The short answer is not bad. about seven 
I out of 10. in fact. His cap may not yet be 


. titled at a jaunty angle but there is reason 
; for st we spring in the step. Good progress 
i on must fronts has only been marred by the 
j occasional lapse in concentration. 

I W<:mfics gets a gold star and has lived up 
; to its promise with higher sales and profits, 
i It is difficult to argue w ith like-fi »r-like sales 
i growth of f> per cent and an increase in the 
! margin. Comet sets good marks for improve- 
: mem alter being dragged hack from the 
, abyss. It is making a profit of sorts, although 
i the operating margin is still a dismal 0.5 per 
; cent. 

i The w eakest subject is clearly uoi »J«.ork 
j - BOcO toynu and me. Here, the market may 
1 ride to Sir Geoff's rescue. Boots and W'H 

• Smith may mon biie the bullet on the lusv 
j malting Do It Alt and either sell or close 
: some stores, helping all the other players. 
1 Who knows, Sir Geoff may even buy a feu- 
: himself. Kingfisher's share price is still well 

1 short of its 1994 peak but a 5*> per cent ri-o 

• since last year's disasters Sir Geoff is plainly 
reapplying himself with vigour. 

| Risky moves 
from BT 

B T is taking a risk in complaining that 
Don Cruickshank. the telecoms regula- 
• tor. is out of step with new government pol- 
. icy on cartels and abuse ul market power. 
: It could get more than it bargained tor. 

Mr Cruickshnnk has proposed taking 


new powers in this area against BT, which 
the company vehemently objects io. Yes- 
terday it pointed out the apparent incon- 
sistencies between Mr Cruickshnnk and the 
consultative document pul out by Jan Lang. 
President of the Board of Trade. It would 
like the regulator to come into line with Mr 
Lane. 

What BT has overlooked is an iitcnnsis- 
tenev the other way around: Mr Cruickshank 
docs not propose draconian fines in his new 
rules. Bul the Government proposes enor- 
mous fines of up to 10 per cent of turnover 
in some circumstance's* Does BT really 
wain full consistency between national com- 
petition policy and telecoms regulation? Per- 
haps it should let sleeping dogs lie. 

As for Mr Lang’s proposals to toughen up 
the powers of the OFT to police market 
abuses, they are welcome indeed. For the 
first time, there will be a tribunal able to fine 
cartels, as Brussels already does. Equally 
important, predatory pricing and other 
abuses will be stopped in their tracks as they 
happen. As things stand, the victims of such 
abuse are as often as noL bankrupt before 
the OFT has gone through the cumbersome 
procedures required. 

The only problem with the reforms is that 
thev have taken so long lo appear. First pro- 
posed in 1«WS*>, a ritual soon developed in 
each successive OFT annual report, in 
which the incumbent director-genera! asked 
the Government to hurry up and carry out 
its promise to legislate. "Hi is time it had bet- 




Lang proposes sharper teeth for OFT 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

Tough new powers for the 
Office of Fair Trading to crack 
down on cartels and anti-com- 
petitive behaviour were pro- 
posed yesterday by lan Lang, 
President of the "Board of Trade: 

A new tribunal wQJ also be es- 
tablished that for the first time 
will allow large fines to be 
levied in Britain a gains t cartels, 
of up to 10 per cent of turnover. 
At the momenLonfy the Brus- 
sels competition authorities can 
fine cartels. 

The plans, in a long-awaited 
consultative' document, will 
allow the OFT to search offices, 
take away papers and ban 
predatory pricing and other 
similar abuses immediately they 
are discovered. 

They were proposed in out- 
line in government papers in 
19S9 and 1992 but have so far 
failed to reach the statute book 
despite strong pressure from the 
OFT and the_MonopoIies and 
MergersCommission- 

TheDepartment of 'Trade 
and Industry' gjave no date for 
legislating but insisted that the 


consultative document showed 
the Government’s intention of 
implementing changes as soon 
as possible. 

The document immediately 
led to a row between BT and 
Don Cruic kshank , the telecoms 
regulator. BT, headed by Sir lain 
Vaflance. said the reforms con- 
flicted with proposals put for- 
ward by Mr Cruickshank for a 
new fair tra ding provision In 
telecoms regulation. 

The Government has pro- 
posed a right for companies to 
have OFT derisions reviewed by 
an independent tribunal and for 
points of law to be referred to 
-the High Court on appeal. But 
Oftel had rejected similar 
proposals by BT. The Gov- 
ernment is also proposing an 
updating procedures for con- 
trolling abuse of dominant po- 
sition. BT said similar proposals 
put to Mr Cruickshank had 
also been rejected. 

However, a spokesman for 
Mr Cruickshank rejected the 
criticisms and pointed to a sec- 
tion in the consultative docu- 
ment 'that says the position of 
regulated utilities is “quite dis- 
tinct” from general competition 


law. The section appears to 
wash its hands of the dispute be- 
tween BT and its regulator by 
saying that existing legal pro- 
cedures are sufficient to resolve 
the issue of new powers. 

A key proposal in the gov- 
ernment document is reform of 
the Restrictive Trade Practices 
Act, lo bring it into line with the 
European Commission ap- 
proach. which allows immediate 
bans of unacceptable practices. 

At the moment, restrictive 
agreements have to be sent 
through the time-consuming 
processes of the restrictive prac- 
tices court before anything can 
be done. 

The prohibition approach 
has not been extended to abuse 
of market power, but the OFT 
has been given new- powers to 
demand information, search, 
and take or copy papers. 

A third innervation is to give 
the OFT powers to issue 
interim orders to stop anti- 
competitive behaviour while it 
investigates. Finally, a new form 
of tribunal will be established 
which is an appeal body and can 
also fine companies up to 10 per 
cent of turnover. 



Head to head: Sir I am Vallanee (right) of BT and Don Cruickshank of OfteJ have 
clashed over proposed reforms that would confer greater powers on the OFT 


In Brief _ 

• Banks are underestimating the risks involved in the settlement 
of furcian exchanae deals, the Bunk for International Settlements 
warned yesterday. Bul rather than central bank intervention u 
recommended private sector involvement through a variety of com- 
peting settlement systems. A BIS survey showed exposure to forex 
settlement risk “is hoi an intra-day phenomenon” as banks in fact 
face a "minimum" of one-to-rwo days' exposure. The report spec- 
ific* a two-year time frame for banks to produce mechanisms for 
reducing forex settlement risk exposure and the committee be- 
lieves that most banks will bring new systems into play as part of 
their general upgrading of technology. 

• Moody's Investors Services, the credit rating agency, is reportedly 
under investigation hv the US Justice Department in connection 
with alleged anti-trust violations in its ratings of municipal bonds 
and other debt securities. The department is said to be investi- 
gating whether the agency tried to pressure bond issuers to hire 
it to evaluate their debt- or "face negative comments or lower ra tings. 

• Rail track's net profits are set to rise from £239m in the year 
to March 1997 to £2S5m by the year 21)00. according to analysts 
at SBC Warburg, the merchant bank that is handling the com- 
pany’s flotation. 

• Jaguar is tn get an £Sftm UK governmenni grunt package to- 
wards a £40Um investment in a new car plant in Birmingham, the 
Department of Trade and Industry confirmed yesterday. The pro- 
ject, which faced intense scrutiny by the European Commission, 
is expected to create 1.300 jobs. 

• Mid Kent Water is threatening legal action to stop General 
Utilities trying to bid for the company in partnership with Saur. 
Mid Kent says lhai a bid would he in breach of General Utili- 
ties' previous undertaking to hold no more than 19.5 per cent of 
its shares. The company said the situation was under examina- 
tion by the regulatory auihoriiiesand that it “may commence le- 
gal proceedings" if it failed to secure u satisfactory' outcome. 
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tax-free savings. 

.And now the Government has 


iecies So if you wish to benefit from the 

your investment expertise of one of the UK’s top 
lique friendly societies and take advantage of vour 
for increased tax-free savings allowance, call 
Homeowners now' FREE on 0S00 210 270 
has or return rhe coupon, no stamp needed, 
can You'll receive a FREE Sheaffcr Pen along 
.•ners with your Action pack. 


raised rhe amount you can save. You can You II receive a FREE 
starr a 10 year plan with Homeowners with your Action pack. 
Friendly Society from fust £10 a month - 
but if you want to maximise your tax-free 
savings, von can save up to £25 a month. 
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FT-SE 100 

3672.4 +11.5 


Now it’s MAM’s turn to be pushed into the 



TAKING STOCK 


n 




FT-SE 250 

4305.7 +11.2 


FT-SE 350 
1851.1 +5.6 


SEAQ VOLUME 

lbn shares 
44,502 bargains 
Gilts Index 
92.38 +0.07 



The powerful fund manager 
Mercury Asset Management, 
which played a pivoui role in 
the £3.9bn Granada takeover 
of Forte, is being pushed back 
into the stock market limelight. 

There has been discreet 
buying and the price, after 
drifting aimlessly, gained lOp 
to SWip. a 22p advance this 
week. 

Since the demerger from 
what is now SBC Wirburg, 
MAM has been seen as a take- 
over target With the Gartraore 
fund management group and 
the Clerical Medical insur- 
ance mutual on the market 
MAM tended lr> slip into the 
lake over mist. 

The shares, at a 963p peak 
in October, have lost their en- 
thusiasm. But with Nat West ab- 
sorbing Gartmore and Halifax 
accounting for Clerical Med- 
ical. MAM is back in the bid 


are unlikely to be satisfied by 
Gartmore; hence the suspicion 
that it could shortly descend on 
MAM. which is currently val- 
ued at around £1.6hn. 

The feeling that a mega bid 


was near was once again going 
the rounds. The recent lack of 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 


Stock market reporter 
of the rear 


5 0 H D J F M 


arena. 

The fund management am- 
bitions of cash-rich NatWest 


take over activity is regarded 
in some quarters as the lull be- 
fore the storm. 

BT, still in deep trouble 
with its industry regulator and 
sinking to new'lows. is seen as 
the major part of the deal: 
Cable and Wireless is the oth- 
er party. 

Putting the two together 
will create huge problems. Be- 
cause of C&Ws controlling 
slake in Hong Kong Telecom 
and its ramshackle network of 
overseas interests it is sug- 
gested any merger could only 
be completed through a reverse 
takeover - with C*fcW bidding 
for BT. 

The combined group would 
command a stock market val- 


uation of approaching £35bn, 
making it easily London's 
largest capital isaij'ort- 

BT slipped 2p to 234p while 
C&W fell 4ip to 477 J?p. 

The arrival of Orange took 
attention away from BT and 
Cable. Orange did not reach 
the 250p many predicted but 
the mobile telephone group 
went from a 2U5p fixing to 
244p. closing at 137.5p. Trad- 
ing was busy with Seaq putting 
turnover at 75 .5 million shares. 
British Aerospace joined the 
Orange celebrations with a 
13p gain to 86Sp. 

Helped by the Orange issue, 
an Iceland share buy back and 
heavy trading in a few off-beat 
tiddlers, the market had a busy 


lime with turnover topping 
Ibn shares for the second time 
this month. 

The FT-SE 100 index im- 
proved li-5 points to 3.672.4 
and the supporting FT-SE 250 
index put on 1 1.2 to o peak of 
4.305.7. 

The BSE disaster, at least for 
the time beings took a back seat 
with some food producers 
managing modest rallies. 

Drug groups had a mixed 
time; British Biotech surged 
I33p to 2.483p but Glroo WeB- 
comc shaded 4J5p to 331p as 
the Japanese group, Sankyo, 
delayed the launch of a diabetic 
drug for which Glaxo is Euro- 
pean licensee. 

Kingfisher jumped 21p to 


554p on the better-th an -ex- 
pected figures but Pilkmgton 
lost Sp to 198.5p on its profit 
warning and job losses.. 

Oils were strong, inspired by 
the continuing strength of die 
crude price and the confident 
sounds emerging from a US 
conference. Enterprise Oil. 
jumped 19p to 442p while' 
Lasmo rose 5p to 189p. British 
Petroleum, helped by another : 


Tyg 

day, 


Colombian oil find siren. 


ened a further S-5p to 577p, 


m^th- 


JD Wethers poo el the pubs 
chain, added a further 27p'tn 
reach a new peak of 859p.-J 
Williams de Bros expect prof- 
its this year of £l2m with' 
£14.6ra next. 

Tom Co Weigh, another pubs. . 
group, tumbled 33p to 212pon 
the disclosure its building pro- 
gram me was running , two 
months behind schedule. 

Nurdin & Peacock, the cash 
and carry chain, rose 6pto 168p 
as speculation imenSL&ed that 
JHv.with 


SHV, with 14 per cent, will bid 


for control. It is upset with the 
N&P management and already . 
owns the Makro cash and ear- ’ 
group. Booker, reporting to-' 
\ could a m a if ft a play for 
N &P. 

. United Utilities gained I9p 
to 597p with Credit Lyonnais 

T amg claiming it was the most 

undervalued utility share. An- 
alysts have- been called to a. 
meeting today when UU is ex- 
pected to announce big job 
losses* property sales and a ; 
management buyout of its re- 
tail business. 

-Aromascan, the “electronic 
nose'’ group, slumped 42p to 
126p on. a warning of increased 
Tosses and FUtronic, which 
makes mobile telephone, 
equipment, lost a further 38p_ 
to.315p following Tuesday s 
cautious comments. 

Qnicks, the car dealer, mo- 
tored 6p higher to 156p with 
year’s profits up 17 per cent to 
£4.(hn. Around £5. 8m is ex- 
pected this year. 


ri Easynet, the Internet 
group, made the expected 
hSh-profile AIM debut The 
stores toadied I30pa^mst 
the 100p placing *>7 stodtoro- 
ker Collins Stewart They 

dosed at 122p.MAia the on- 
line information group noted 
for the volatile performance 
of Its shares, has a IS per- 
cent interest It gained 2p to 
235p. 


□ Visual FS, traded on Ofex, 
jumped 3p to 8p. He shares 
were floated at 5p. The com- 
pany which produced a 

£5,000 profit in its last yean 
designs and provides interac- 
tive media and Internet prod- 
acts. - . 


0 Inspirations, the holiday 
group, continues to attract 

speculation of corporate ac- 
tivity. The holiday industry is 
convinced a bid or a share 
build-up is near. The shares 
gained Sp to li5p. 
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Win a Health Spa break 


Hoar Cross Hall, the 
premier Health Spa resort 
in a Stately Home, are 
offering Independent 
readers the chance to 
win a £1200 break at this 
Grade II listed building, 
ideally situated near 
Lichfield. Staffordshire. 



Our winner and their 
partner will enjoy six 
nights in a superior 
bedroom with all meals 
included plus full use of 
the health hydro facilities 
and a total of 14 
complimentary treatments. 


fr joAP Cross 1+li* 

IVr ftir+fi. Hr+56 Spi In+n m * SuiWr l+anr 

For information on Hoar Cross 
Hall Tel: 01283 575 671 
To win this refreshing 
break call the number 
below and answer two 
simple questions. 
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Facing up to the hard financial facts of devolution 
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rphe Labour Party has committed 
‘ ' X. itself to ttanrfcrriag economic. 

aeasKm-making from the faceless" 

barcauOTts of Whitehall to Vfeles, 

Scotiand and. the regions of Hng- 
. . land. Go and tell that to our Nelly 
as my 'Lancashire foreheare might 
bave prtrt h. 

This sceptical reaction is a bit 
unfair, for Labour has established a 
regional . policy commission to 

explore all the options. It is not due 

to report until late April; But there 

axe at least two very good economic 

reasons for doubting whether the 
full-scale devolution of tax and 
pending pdwers can take place for 
the foreseeable future. 

The first point is that, as in any 
country, the population of the richer 
regions subsidises people in the 
poorer, regions. This is just as it 
should be. However, in other coun- 
tries it is the wealthy who want to 
stop shelling out for their feckless 
poorer compatriots - the Milanese 
who want to stop supporting Naples, 
and the Catalans who would prefer 
- not to subsidise the Galicians. 

Unfortunately, it is the poorer 
legions that are keenest on devolu- 
tion in the UK.- They wfl] end up 
making it. clear to the apathetic 
majority- how big the masting 
regional subsidies are and will need 
to remain after devolution. 
Although many Scots, cm their tenth 
visit to see Braveheart at the cinema, 
firmly believe that Scottish oQ rev- 
enues have underwritten the rest of 
the nation for more than two 
decades, the fiscal arithmetic is 
complicated and controversial. 

The second point is that there is 
a conflict between genuine devolu- 
tion of powers to lax and spend and 
control of the public finances. The 
Shadow Chancellor .Gordon Brown, 
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Country Spot 1 rona 3 norms Spot 
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Netherlands 25270 6354 89-175 16643 

Ireland 09709 9-5 2520 15639 
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Spain 8976 39-46 117-134 8498 

Sweeten 815 9-5 2334 66620 

Switzerland 16224 6658 200-88 12003 
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financier could wish, but it is bard 
to believe that elected regional gov- 
ernments would share the concern. 

The first set of obstacles is very 
thoroughly laid out in a recent ' 
report from the Institute for Fiscal 
Studies*. Assigning public expen- 
diture and tax revenues to the dif- 
ferent UK regions is tricky, Tor 
both practical and conceptual rea- 
sons- The practical obstacle is the 
limited availability of data. It is one " 
that would diminish after devolu- 
tion, when new figures could be 
collected. 

The conceptual difficulties are in 
a different league. Many categories 
of government spending, like 
defence and the interest on govern- 
ment, debt, benefit the country as a 
whole rather than a particular 
region, Defend the South-east and 
you defend the Welsh with the same 
expendi lure: -Others are conceit- * 


(rated on one region ~JKHH 

but have spillover . HHBH 
benefits into others, Pptei 

such asroad-buDtfing f 

programmes. Then fj&. j 
there are difficulties Sat* 
like assigning the • 

existing stock of gov- 
ernment debt between regions, and 
deciding on Scotland's rights to oil 
tax revenues. 

The Treasury splits out general 
government spending that can be 
assigned to particular regions each 
financial year - that is central plus 
local authority spending. None of 
defence or overseas spending is 
“identified'’ by region, but large 
parts of housing, environmental, 
education, health and social service 
expenditure can be. Altogether, a 
regional split for nearly three-quar- 
ters of government spending is 
available. 

Comparing these figures, the IPS 
finds that within the English regions. 
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per capita spending is below average 
in the East and "West Midlands 
East Anglia and the South-west. 
Comparing the separate countries, 
spending is 16 per cent higher in 
TOdcs and 22 per cent higher in Scot- 
land than the English average. 

The differences are accounted 
for by a mixture of the regional pat- 
tern of automata: spending such as 
social security, specific regional aid, 
local authority differences, and the 
special formula which raises expen- 
diture in Wales and Scotland. 

There are also big differences in 
the regional distribution of tax rev- 
enues. For example, the South-east 
accounts for a higher proportion of 


! income tax and national 
insurance. VAT busi- 
> ness rales a£d petrol 

~ ; duty, it has higher earn- 

E : ers’and higher spenders 
! than the average. But it 

: has lighter drinkers and 

smokers, so makes a 

smaller contribution to tobacco and 

alcohol duty revenues. 

Total lax receipts per capita from 
the South-east are In percent higher 
than the national average. Scotland 
manages QS per cent of the average. 
Wales only S3 per cent. 

These differences do not matter 
at the moment, but they will become 
more explicit as devolution rises up 
the political agenda. According to 
the IFS calculations, to fund “the 
existing patient of spending, either 
regional tax rales would vary hugely 
or big explicit transfers through 
grants from central government 
would be required. As the tables 
show, a basic rate of regional income 


tax could vary between 1M and 45 per 
cent. Transfers could range from a 
£25b-a-head subsidy from South- 
easterners to a £633-a-head gram to 
the Welsh. Neither will be easy to 
sell politically. 

The other obstacle to devolving 
economic policy is the need to keep 
control of the government spending 
total. This directs attention to a key 
economic question about devolu- 
tion: why? tin political terms, the 
answer is obvious. ) Is it to gain more 
economic efficiency in taxation and 
spending, or is it to make economic 
policy decisions more democratic by 
giving higher priority to different 
regional" preferences? There is 
already tension between these two 
functions, with the Government 
determined to cap focal spending 
and the authorities keen to exercise 
their own choices. 

The efficiency case rests on bet- 
ter information about needs being 
available to bureaucrats at the 
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Amounts required to finance regional spend- 
ing* with uniform tax rates 


Grant per 
capita £ 


North 

Vbrfcs & Humber 
E Midlands 
East Anglia 
London & SE 
South West 
I W Midlands 
North West 
Wales 
Scotland 


% difference, 
between giant 
and average grant. 

15.3 

8.5 
-9.0 
-7.3 

-29.1 

-3.4 

12.4. 

9.5 

56.4 
39.3 


. . . . ^ . . , . soda/ security and foca/ authority spending. 

Paying the price: A basic rate of regional income tax levied by ,pc 

Edinburgh or other centres could vary between 19 and 45 per cent 
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Money Market Rates 
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regional or local level, and applies 
in the case of education or public 
libraries, for in si once. Devolution 
could actually increase this effi- 
ciency by introducing more electoral 
centre/ over those local decision- 
makers. This would clearly be supe- 
rior io decision-making by quango, 
whose members have no efficiency 
incentives. 

The Labour Party rests its argu- 
ments on the choice case, however. 
As deputy leader John Prescott pul 
it: “The aim of decentralising power 
and regenerating our regions forms 
an integral part of our strategy for 
achieving a stake-holding society in 
Britain." 

One of the questions the regional 
policy commission will therefore 
have to answer is how much choice 
regional bodies will be allowed to 
increase taxes and expenditure. It is 
hard to believe that they will gel a 
cane blanche when Labour front- 
benchers are not allowed to say any- 
thing that might possibly hint at an 
extra spending commitment. .And if 
so. the economic democracy argu- 
ment looks a bit thin. 

The 1 FS suggests that it might be 
possible to have the best of both 
worlds. A new regional tier of gov- 
ernment could permit greater effi- 
ciency in the implementation of 
naiionaJJv set public spending poli- 
cies, while local authorities would be 
allowed to raise a certain amount of 
extra taxation to finance extra 
spending. This is neat, but it is not 
devolution as we would recognise it. 
Facing up to the economic argu- 
ments will make the politics of devo- 
lution much harder. 

* 'finmicuig Regional Gowmnteni in 
Britain ", Laura Blow. John Hall and 
Stephen Smith. IFS £7J50. 
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Loch riddle still 




baffles Francis 



Forty years ago a royal horse was yards 
from victory in the Grand National, Then 
his legs gave way. The mystery has 
never been solved, ion Cuiley reports 




I 


G iven that lives are 
shaped by momentous 
events. Dick Francis had 
every expectation that the 
afternoon of 14 March 1956 
would have a profound influ- 
ence on his. in his mind was a 
glorious Grand National vic- 
tory. the zenith of his career, 
on 3 horse he felt had been 
born for Ain tree: Devon Loch. 

It did change his life; but in 
a way like none he had fore- 
seen. A fall could never have 
been ruled out, even aboard 
such a brilliant jumper as Lhe 
Queen Mother's fine 10-year- 
oid had proved himself to be. 
But not on the run-in. not 50 
yards from the line with every 
ditch, fence and brook cleared 
and the last challenge beaten 
off. Thanks to Devon Loch's 
extraordinary, inexplicable 
belly flop. Francis's place in 
Aintree folklore was assured. 

In the stables later, he 
wished Devon Loch might 
have been empowered, for a 
few seconds, with the gifL of 
speech. Only he knew what had 
really happened at the moment 
his legs went from under him. 
Several theories were advanced 
at the time, none without flaw. 
Francis has since made a for- 
tune devising horse racing mys- 
teries for the readers of his 
novels to unravel, but. 40 years 
on, the greatest of them all re- 
mains unsolved. 

At Aintree this Saturday, 
Francis will look across the 
stretch of turf where Devon 


Loch sank to the ground, 
splayed legs seemingly frozen, 
and ESB went past him to 
snatch the prize from his grasp. 
In his mind, the flickering 
newsreel pictures will run 
again. 

Explanations ranged. from 
the just plausible to the down- 
right bizarre. “There was even 
a suggestion that a live electric 
cable had been buried in the 
grass as part of some anti- 
Royal ist plot." Francis said. 
Others, (ess fancifully, debated 
the possibility of a heart attack, 
a sudden bout of cramp, or. 


‘He didn’t rear 
up, or try to 
jump; his hind- 
quarters simply 
refused to act’ 


most popular of all, a “phantom 
jump.” This theory bad it that, 
in some sort of weary dis- 
orientation. Devon Loch 
caught sight of the water jump 
in the comer of his eye and in- 
stinctively took off. 

Francis, knowing his mount 
was still fuD of running, dis- 
misses them all as rubbish. No 
one h3d seen such a fall pre- 
viously, nor has there been one 
like it since. A unique occur- 
rence for which, in the future 


novelist’s mind, there was, per- . 
haps, a unique cause. There 
was a colossal crowd at Liver- 
pool that afternoon and among ' 
them, for the first time, at her 
mother’s side, a reigning sov- 
ereign about to cheer home a 
royal winner. - 

“As a result, the noise as we 
approached the finish was in- 
credible,’' he said “There were 
250.000 people of whom it 
seemed 249,999 must have 
been shouting for Devon Loch. 

*T d experienced something 
like it before at Lingfield oii an- 
other royal horse. M* as TuVo, 
and it startled me. There was 
such a commotion near the line 
that I felt sure something must 
have been coming to beat me, 

1 bad not dared look round 
untfi Fd passed the post but 
when I did there was nothing 
within any distance. 

“At Liverpool, the din was 10 
times as great, like nothing f 
bad heard before. 1 bad an idea 
what to expect but I’m sure 
Devon Loch didn't He pricked 
his ears - you can see that on 
the film - and I think the wave 
of sound just overwhelmed 
him. He didn't rear up. he 
didn't try to jump: his hind- 
quarters simply refused to act” 

In the immediate aftermath 
came an eerie silence. Before 
the race, preoccupied with re- 
hearsing each stride in his 
mind. Francis had said little. 
Afterwards, bewildered, he 
was even, less inclined to talk. 
Now 75. he contends today that 


1956 Grand National: Victory 


he remembers little in vivid 
detail; but he does recall die 
“samaritan” who spared him 
one ordeal. 

“As I walked back after the 
fall 1 could see everyone com- 
ing towards me and that I was 
about to face an inquisition.” 
he said. “Then an ambulance 
appeared. I was not hurt but 
when the driver invited me to 
hop in I accepted the offer. It 
was an act of kindness for 
which I have been eternally 
grateful." 

The ambulance took Francis 


Sampras in Agassi’s court 


Tennis 


JOHN ROBERTS 
reports from Key Biscayne 


Prague next week for the tie 
against the Czech Republic. 
Sampras and Agassi continued 
to press their argument that the 


Pete Sampras, summarising the 
amount of wear and tear he ex- 
periences during the course of 
a year, said: “Some days you feel 
too sore to walk down and go 
to the bathroom." 

The Wimbledon champion 
was offering a modicum of sup- 
port to his rival Andre Agassi's 
radical suggestion that the sea- 
son should end in September, 
after the United Stales Open. 

Commitment to the sport 
has become the subject of much 
debate during the Upton Cham- 
pionships here, triggered by the 
refusal of the leading American 


Davis Cup ought to be sus- 
pended during Olympic Games 


pended during Olympic Games 
years and played every two years. 


Agassi acknowledged that 
le notion of closing the whole 


the notion of closing the whole 
show after the four Grand Slams 


players. Sampras. Agassi, 
Michael Chans and Jim Couri- 


Michael Chang and Jim Couri- 
er, to participate in the na- 
tion's defence of the Davis Cup. 
While a second string, com- 


prising Todd Martin. MaliVai 
Wash melon and Lhe doubles 


Washington and the doubles 
team of Pa trick McEruoe and fat 
Galbraith, prepares to travel to 


was a non-starter, “because a lot 
of people basically are spoiled 
with the convenience that ten- 
nis offers them.” He added: “I 
think the maximum you should 
lake the year is to the ATP Tour 
World Championships. You can 
do ihat within six or seven 
months, no problem. 

“The bottom line is there's 
hundreds of players that vote. 
It's going to require the lop 10 
players to get together to put 
some pressure on the ATP." 

A year ago. after contesting 
the Lipton final, Agassi and 
Sampras journeyed to a Davis 
Cup tie in Italy. In September. 
Agassi damaged a chest mus- 
cle during the semi-final 
against Sweden, which, he 


says, ruined his end to the year. 

Sampras, the hero of the fi- 
nal against Russia in Moscow in 
December, reckons that the 
“physical and mental loir had 
a knock-on effect which result- 
ed in a third-round defeat at the 
Australian Open in January. 

“If I could be guaranteed a 
week off before and after Davis 
Cup ties, I could see myself be- 
ing more committed,” Sampras 
said “7 don’t see that happening." 

Calling a halt after the US 
Open “sure would be nice," he 
said, adding: “I don't need four 
months off at the end of the 
year, but a couple of months 
would be nice. All the top play- 
ers kind of agree on maybe hav- 
ing some time off. But it seems 
like since the ATP is making 
good money and the players are 
making good money, the sched- 
ule hasn't changed. I'd give up 
all the extra money just to have 
some more time off." 

How does he reconcile that 
philosophy with his appearance 
at the S6m (£4.05m) Grand 
Slam Cup in Munich, directly af- 


Lisbon officials defend actions 


Athletics 


The Lisbon laboratory that 
processed Diane Mod ahi's con- 
troversial dope test has de- 
fended its handling or the 
British runner's urine sample. 

■‘The lab rigorously followed 
regulations and was always 
available to clear up the truth." 
Professor Lesscps Revs, its sci- 
entific director, said yesterdav in 
the wake of Modahfs viclorv in 
the fight to dear her name. 

The former Commonwealth 


SOtJm champion was exonerat- 
ed of all drugs charges by the 
international Amateur Athlet- 
ic Federation on Monday after 
testing positive for testosterone 
ai a low-key meeting in the Por- 
tuguese capital 2U months ago. 

The LAAF expressed “serious 
concern" over the way the lab- 
oratory dealt with ModahTs 
sample and criticised officials 
there for refusing a third tesL 
which "could have provided a fi- 
nal resolution of this matter". 

Revs said laboratories ac- 
credited hv the LAAF and the In- 


ternational Olympic Committee 
are required only to conduct a 
lest and a counter-tesL 

“Under regulations, a third 
test, which was not foreseen, 
would have required a reseal- 
ing of the sample in proper con- 
ditions," he said. “This resealing 
was not solicited by any of the 
experts present at the counter- 
test including those represent- 
ing the athlete." 

Reys said ModahTs remaining 
sample was not sufficient in 
quantity for a further test He said 
the laboratory would offer it for 


further scientific investigation 
but not for a third analysis. 

Modahl has announced she 
will be accompanied in future 
by her own private expert to 
avoid being embroiled in an- 
other drugs scandal. 

ModahTs husband and coach, 
Vicente, said the runner would 
give a private urine sample be- 
fore every race in case she is test- 
ed for drugs. The sample will be 
sent immediately for storage to 
Professor SimonGaskell. whose 
evidence was crucial to their vic- 
tory in the Lisbon affair. 


WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 


For all its excitement, me Grand 
National is rarely soil a race once 
the finishing post comes into view, 
which is why 1978 was an ex- 
ceptional year. At the last, seven 
horses had a chance, the first five 
home ultimately separated by only 
three lengths, Lucius beating 
Sebastian V by naif a length with 
Drumroan a r.ech away in thirp. 

The nde on Lucius went to Bob 
Davies after David Gouiding, the 
horse's regular rider, had been 
foxed to stand down because of 
a back mjuiy. But it was poetc jus- 
tice in a way. Davies himself hav- 
ing missed a winning chance on 
Specify in 1971 for similar reasons. 
Although champion jockey three 
times, the Shrewsbury-born nder 
experienced no greater thrill than 
victor/ st Aintree. 


Stick for Association 



Hockey 

BILL C0LW1LL 


Bob Davies 


When he quit the saddle in 
1982, after 912 wrnn&s undentfes, 
Davies put his agriculture degree to 
use on the family farm but it was a 
short-! r/ed caresrchange. Td always 
been interested n the administra- 
te side# raarg so when the 
ponunity arose to take over as derft 


of the course at Ludlow and 
Bangor, I took it," he sad. 

Today, approaching his 50m 
birthday, he has spent 12 years 
working tor the two courses. He is 
also assistant ctefc at Hereford, not 
far from his home. His brother, Gra- 
ham. meanwhile, runs the farm. 

He no longer ndes frequently. *1 
missed rt at first but I had a good 
mug, spanning 22 I'm gad 

I rode when \ did because l don't 
think there is quite so much ton 
in racing these days, and agents 
working for the top riders are 
squeezing out the middle-of-the- 
road freelance.' 

Jon Cuiley 


Barbara Hambly. the former 
England and Great Britain cap- 
tain, has criticised the All 
England Women's Hockey As- 
sociation following their decision 
not to allow Olton to start their 
AEWHA Cup quarter-final 
match against Ipswich on Sun- 
day at 4pm. This would have en- 
abled the four Ohon players who 
are representing the England 
Under 16-1 S squads against 
Wales earlier in the day at Mil- 
ton Keynes to play in the match. 

Hambly said yesterday: 
“They [AEWHA] are just be- 
ing real pies. Our sponsor. 
Leisure Care, had arranged for 
a helicopter to be at Milton 
Keynes to airlift the four girls 
after their game to Ipswich. Our 
request for a 4pm start met with 
a no because the rules of the 
competition state that the result 
has to be in bv 4j'J. The sole 


reason appears to be to meet 

media deadlines." 

Teresa Morris, the AEWHA 
executive director, confirmed 
that they’ had refused Olton’s. re- 
quest arid that they were abiding 
by the regulations and that Ip- 
swich did'not want to play later. 

Hambly said that the club 
were considering withdrawing 
from the competition but that 
would almost certainly result in 
a ban from next year's compe- 
tition. 

The solution would appear to 
be to start at 4pm. with Olton 
agreeing to pay the £25 fine 
which would be incurred by Ip- 
swich. the home team, for not 
meeting the resulLs deadline. 
■ Great Britain, with goals 
from Una Culler, and Rhona 
Simpson, beat France 2-0 in the 
second of their twe-Tesi series 
at Bisham .Abbey yesterday. It 
was a mediocre performance 
against a defensive French team. 
Britain's goalkeeper. Carolyn 
Reid, did not even touch the halL 
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ter the Davis Cup final? “I got 
$600,000 a show." said Sampras, 
who collected a $500.000 bonus 
as the winner of Wimbledon and 


the US Open plus 5100,000 for 
plavine in the first round in Mu- 


plaving in the first round in Mu- 
nich. “That’s a lot of money to 
mm down, basically playing an 
exhibition for tons of dough.” 

Courier reasoned that mon- 
ey would dictate that there 
would be tennis even if the reg- 
ular season finished early. “If we 
end the season in October we 
wouldn't lose tournaments per 
se." he said. “There would still 
be exhibitions, and there could 
still be challenger events. But 
we're a partnership with the 
tournament directors, and 
they’re not going to give in." 
■ Mats Wilander and Karel 
Novacek have failed in their 
High Court appeal against the 
International Tennis Associa- 
tion's anti-drug procedures. 
The players will face an inde- 
pendent tribunal next month to 
answer accusations that they 
tested positive for cocaine dur- 
ing last year’s French Open. 


England 
to name 
coach by 
weekend 


Walls come tumbling 
down at Central Park 


Apiece of rugby unioo histoiy 
will be created on Saturday 


Cricket 

HUGH BATESON 


England hope to name a new 
coach to work alongside (or 
more accurately under) Ray 
Dlingworth by the weekend, if 
the contract arrangements of 
the desired candidate can be sat- 
isfactorily resolved. 

“We are currently finding 
out about contract situations," 
Dennis Silk, the chairman of the 
Test and County Cricket Board, 
said yesterday. “We have to 
check if counties would be pre- 
pared to release someone un- 
der contract or not. Then, we 
have to work out terras for what 
initially will be a six-month 
contract with us. 

“Of course we want to sort 
things out as quickly as possi- 
ble, and I'm hopeful at this stage 
of being able to announce the 
appointment by the weekend." 

The two favoured candidates 
are David Lloyd, who is on a 
short-term contract with Lan- 
cashire, and John Emburey, 
who is believed to be Illing- 
worth’s preferred option but 
who might be handicapped by 
his four-year arrangement with j 
Northamptonshire. | 

The other vacancies in the 
England set-up are those of two 
elected selectors to work with 
Illingworth, the new coach and 
the captain when be is ap- 
pointed. Silk said he expected 
up to six names to be put for- 
ward by the counties. 

A ballot would then be or- 
ganised after Easter for the 
roles filled last summer by Fred 
Titmus and David Graven ey. 
Those two could yet be among 
the nominations again - al- 
though G raven eys name would 
be seen by many as an inflam- 
matory one following his 

abortive challenge to Illingworth 
for the England chairman’s job. 
Other possible contenders could 
include Brian Bolus, and John 
Edrich from the Illingworth 
camp and Mark Nicholas and 
Mike Gatling from the pro- 
gressive wing of the game. 

The TCCB are not the only 
ones conducting an urgent 
search of the cricket world. Sur- 
rey were left in the lurch when 
the South African all-rounder 
Brian McMillan pulled out of a 
two-year contract and are now 
using the knowledge of their new 
manager. David Gilbert, about 
his native Australia to find a re- 
placement Gilbert, who 
coached the Australian devel- 
opment squad in England last 
summer, had already had talks 
with the Queensland paccman 
Andy Bichel and is likely to re- 
establish contact. 

McMillan pulled out after 
discussions with the South 
African board. 


will be created on Saturday 
when Orrell and Leicester, the 
champions, step out at Central 
Park - home of Wigan, .giants 
of rugby league -for their First 
Division fixture. A fairly ordi- 
nary match, sixth v second, but 
an extraordinarily symbolic 
occasion. 

But for Orrell, who have had 
what seemed a perpetual exis- 
tence in Wigan’s shadow, the 
significance will lie less in 
Saturday's symbolism than in 
what it portends for their own 
future. The prof essionalisatiun 
of rugby union, that once ap- 
peared a threat, could after all 
turn out to be a salvation. 

“I must admit I didn't quite 
expect things to happen this 
quickly but I couldn’t see any 
reason why we wouldn't have 
this coming-together before 
long," Peter Williams, OrreU’s 
director of rugby since January, 
said. This would undoubtedly be 
anathema to rugby union's die- 
hards as represented by the 
more voluble element among 
the attendance at last Sunday’s 
Rugby Football Union special 


Steve Bale looks 
forward to a historic, 
rugby union game at 
a rugby league ground 


meeting in Birmingham, but so 
what? There is, too, a residual 


what? There is, too. a residual 
element at Edge Hall Road who 
would have nothing to do with 
their neighbours four miles 
away across the M6. 

But in Orrell they are so used 
to the looming presence of 
rugby league, and to having 
their best players picked off not 
only by rugby league but by 


more southerly rugby union, 
that they frilly deserve this 
chance to exploit a rugby-rich 
part of Lancashire. As Phil 
Moss, tbeir coach, put it: 
“There are more talented 
rugby players within 10 square 
miles than possibly anywhere in 
world." 

By next season they could 
well be playing all their fixtures 
at Wigan (a move that cannot 
come soon enough for Moss), 
with the Orrell ground being 
used for training as well as 
Wigan A-team and. Orrell 
second-team fixtures. Even the 
most ambitious expansion (dan 
for Edge Hall Road would 
bring the capacity up to no more 
than 5.000, so what’s the point? 
Wigan and Orrell have already 
framed there together. Talks are 
taking place for Orrell to have 
use of certain Wigan players 
during rugby league's off- 
season. 

Indeed Wigan are so ac- 
commodating that in order for 
Orrell to play at Central Park 
on Saturday, they have switched 
their inaugural Super League 
fixture against Oldham to the 
Watersheddings with a 6pm 
kick-off that would enable any 
Wiganers who fancied the idea 
to watch Orrell first The 


rearranged Orrell vBaih fixture ' 
is also planned for Central Park 
oii 20 April. 

And the walls came fumbling' 
down.' No one personifies this 
better' than Wiliams, 37, an 
England outside-half prema- 
turely discarded after four caps 
in 1$87 who bad been with 
Orrell II years when he turned 
professional (an expression that 
has an archaic ring to it these 
days) with Salford in 1988. He 
played league for Great Britain 
and Wales, land of his father, a 
former Llanelli union player 
from Ammanford who had 
himself turned pro. 

“Tm not here to make a lot 
of friends," Williams said. “I'm 
here to do a job and I'm sure 
I’m going to upset people but 
as long as Tm honest and leant 
by my mistakes that’s as much 
as I can do. It's been frustrat- 
ing in some respects, primarily 
because of what has happened 
with other dubs who have, a 
lot of money and have been 
coming up here looking at my 
players. • 

_ 'Tm fortunate with a young 
side and I can understand ail 
this interest because there’s a 
lot of potential here. But 
whether we keep them together 
wfll ultimately depend on fi- 
nance." How piquant, then, 
that Leicester are Saturday’s 
visitors, since they have as good " 
as signed one of OrreiTs most 
valuable; assets, the sprightly 
England A scrum-half Austin 
Healey. 


Richard Hill. Gloucester's 
coaching director, has drawn up 
plans (o' spend £650.000 a year 
paying players and coaches at 
the club from next season. 

The ex-Bath and England 
scrum-half plans to have a 
squad of 50 contracted players 
supported by an elaborate 
framework of coaches, talent 
scouts, a psychologist and a fit- 
ness expert. 

Twenty-five players will be on 
fixed-term contracts for a min- 
imum of two years while the rest 
will have renewable contracts of 
between three and six months. 

Hill has presented his budget 
to club chiefs, who now have to 


’s professional plans 


find ways of financing full pro- 
fessionalism at Kingsholm from 


September. 

They are hoping that player 
wages and their ambitious 
scheme for an 18.000 all-seater 
stadium costing £15m wall be 
financed by TV revenue, spon- 
sorship - and a casino they want 
to house m a new grandstand. 

They also plan to make 
Gloucester RFC a limited com- 
pany, 3 proposal they will put 
to an extraordinary general 
meeting in May. 

Mike Teague, a former 
Kingsholm hero, is to continue 
as team manager and Hill as 
director of coaching. HiU will 


also take on the role of backs, 
coach and will appoint a high 
profile ex-player to look after 
the forwards. - . ; 1 
■ Leading South African play- 
ers have signed contracts with 
the South African Rugby Foot- 
ball Union worth 2^ million 
rand (£4251000) each over three 
years according to a South 
African newspaper. Christo 
Irerreira, a SARFU spokesman, 
called the report “speculation". 

The newspaper said ihejeon- 
tracts provided.for players to re- 
ceive full pay for six .months if 
the}- were injured and that most 
members of last year’s victorious 
World Qrp squad had signed. 


Gallachers fall on the final green 


Bernard Gallacher. the former 
Ryder Cup captain, and his 18- 
year-old son Jamie were beaten 
on the last green in the second 
round of the Suimingdale Four- 
somes yesterday. 

The Gallachers looked to be 
heading for victory when birdies 
at both the seventh and eighth 


holes put them two up against 
Sunningdalc members lan 
Campbell and Mark Roberts. 

But the local pair bir died the 
next two holes to level before 
the Gallachers, representing 
Wentworth, won the llih, losL 
the. 12th and took the 13tb:to; 
go one up with five to play. 

Once again Campbell and 
Roberts battled back, winning 
the 15th and 16th to go one up 


• and then halving the next two 

- holes for victory. 

At the final hole, young Gal- 

ladier had to hole a tricky putt 
1° keep the match alive but the 
..-baDhat the bad: of the hole and 
bounced three feet past, 

- ■ Germany’s Bernhard Langer 

has withdrawn from the £2m 
Flayers’ Championship, which 
s^rts in Florida today, because 
of a shoulder injury. 
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sport 


RACING: A dazzling performance in Dubai wins the world’s richest race, but today the attention turns to the jumps at Aintree 

Ageing Prince 





his 




RiCHAftD EDMONDSON 


reports from. Dubai 


It was difficult to find the losers. 
C/gar’s win lix the Dubai World 
Cup .yesterday was a perfor- 
mance that grated with only the 
malevolent few. America’s great 
horse kept his reputation intact, 
the crowd saw the stunning an- 
imal they bad been promised 
and, perhaps most of all Sbeikb 
Mohammed was granted a re- 
sult which will give his nation 
maximum exposure "around the 
world. 

They had never seen Cigar in. 
Dubai, but those that thronged 
to Nad A1 Sheba in their dish- 
dashes on a breezy evening un- 
der ribbons of cloud had heard 
the stories. From the moment 
he stepped into the parade ring 
the big horse was applauded, the 
ripple coming each rime he 
passed in front of the stands. 

Cigar himself looked steeled 
for the occasion. He stared 
into the crowd with the sort of 
look you do not return in wharf- 
side taverns. Two attendants 
held the reins at. iris bulging 
neck, hoping perhaps that the 
horse would not twitch and re- 
move them, from terra firm a. 
Behind him, the beige-stained . 
tail reached almost to the floor. 

Cigar was accompanied to 
the start by his old pony friend. 


Snowball, and looked 3S though 
he was wading through a drift 
as the stalls opened. The horse 
slippedand veered, a moment 
which his jockey, Jerry Bailey, 
considered cost him two places 
into the first turn. 

L'Carriere 'and the Japanese 
horse. Lively Mount, blazed 
aw ay at the front, but at the be- 
ginning ofthe straight Cigar had 
recovered himself while still 
evidently as full of life as a beer 
can dropped from a shelf. He 
hit the front and characteristi- 
cally cocked his head as if .lis- 
tening to a whisperer before the 
most serious challenge ever to 
his 14-race long winning streak 
emerged. 

Burt Bacbarach's Soul Of 
The Matter loomed alongside 
in a manner which suggested 
that Cigar would now have to 
show if courage was as much a 
part of his armoury as sheer 
ability. He answered glorious- 
ly- “ It was the most he had ever 
been challenged in the stretch,” 
Bill Moo. Cigar’s trainer, said. 
“We’ve often wondered what 
would happen if a horse would 
run up and look him in the eye. 
Tonight we found out. 

“He showed the courage it 
takes to be a true champion. 
That was sheer grit.” 

Bailey reported that Cigar 
had been down to the stub end 
for the first time in his dirt ca- 



to rule for a day 


GREG WOOD 


Jerry Bailey celebrates as Cigar holds off Soul Of Tim Matter in Dubai yesterday 


Photograph: Phil Co!e/A!lsport 


recr. “I was a bit worried about 
the move he [Soul Of The Mat- 
ter] made, but when he didn’t 
go by me I knew I could have 
gone round another time and be 
wouldn’t have beaten me," he 
sard. “I don’t think it was his best 
performance but I dohelicve it 
was his best effort.” 

The result was of little reas- 
surance to those who believe 
British horses lose in North 
America's Breeders’ Cup series 
because of the travelling rather 


than because of inferiority. 
LCamere finished third for 
the United States, who fined the 
frame at an American -style 
track that is routinely domi- 
nated by American riders {in 
the International Jockeys’ 
Challenge) and now by Amer- 
ican horses. 

Geoff Wragg’s Penrire was 
Europe's best in fourth, while 
the home side's quartet was led 
home by Tamayaz in fifth. This 
did not have Sheikh Mo- 


hammed blubbering into his 
handkerchief, however. 

The Dubai World Cup has 
been staged with much fanfare 
and even more expense to the 
Makioums, but rcav not have 
been significantly damaging to 
a family which is said to bene- 
fit by more than S20m a day 
while the oil keeps flowing. 
The racing extravaganza may 
have been the equivalent cost 
of having the neighbours round 
for a cheese and wine evening. 


Cigar has now earned $7.6m 
dollars for Paulson but he may 
acquire much more for the 
rulers of Dubai. He may have 
helped establish (be Emirates 
with the global respectability 
this race was designed to attract. 

KADAL SHEBA 

3-00 GMT*. ‘Iffi 2f Cki&a> Woftt Cupi 

1. OGAR JBafey 

2. Sotri Of The Matter G Stevens 

3. CXwrtor* ! Chavez 

Aisor Penure (4tPj. 11 tan. 8 . (The twi- 
ner » raneo or w Mon m uie ureeo Sraresi. 
BrtOsS Tow DMOendK *tn £L 6 Ch paces 
£1.10. £3.60. J.60. Dual Forecast £13 70 
Too: £9.90. 


Trainers can be fickle folk. Just 
three weeks ago there were 
protests from dozens of them 
that the unusual proximity of the 
Cheltenham and Aintree Festi- 
vals this year would leave little 
chance that a horse might run 
at both. This afternoon, how- 
ever, we find- if we ignore the 
dreadful novice hunter chase - 
that almost half of the runners 
were in action in Gloucestershire 
a fortnight ago. If nothing else, 
it will be a fascinating test of 
whether Cheltenham form can 
be relied Upon at Liverpool. 

So many horses which ran 
well at Cheltenham seem to gel 
beaten at .Aintree that some 
punters simply latch on to any 
which bypassed the first Festi- 
val. Yet there is surety more at 
work than a simple lack of 
freshness, and the significant dif- 
ferences between the two cours- 
es must never be overlooked. 
Horses which ran well two 
weeks ago may certainly be 
worth backing, but only if they 
have also shown their form on 
an easy, flat track. 

Some, of course, have done 
so at Liverpool itself, and 
TOUREEN PRINCE (nap 
5.45), who has an outstanding 
chance in the John Hughes 
.Memorial Chase over the Na- 
tional fences, is a perfect ex- 
ample. Though he is now 13 
years of age, he has shown lit- 
tle sign of fee ling it, and only 
Dublin Flyer beat him home in 
this race last year. Jim CuUoty, 
his jockey, has benefited from 
the tutelage of Terry Biddle- 
combe. husband of the gelding's 


trainer. Henrietta Knight, and 
is well worth the 51b he lakes off 
Tourcen Prince's back. 

If Caul dm Be Better lives up 
to his name and takes the 
Martel! Cup just two weeks af- 
ter running third in the Gold 
Cup, it wflj be a major encour- 
agement lo backers of Rough 
Quest, the Grand National 
favourite, who finished second 
at Cheltenham. His chance is 
obvious, but at the prices it may 
pay to side with Scotton Banks 
(235). who might be vying for 
favouritism had he not run 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Old Bridge 
(Aintree 3.45) 

NB: Mar chant Ming 
(Aintree 4.20) 


poorly at Hay dock Iasi time. He 
is surely worth another chance. 

The two-mile novice chase 
features many of those who fell 
ty the wayside in one of the 
most acridcnt-slrewn races ever 
seen for Cheltenham’s Arkle 
Trophy. Manhattan Castle 
(next best 3.10), who unshipped 
his jockey at (he start that day. 
is the one to back, while Cas- 
tle Sweep (ZOO) should reverse 
Festival form with Kimanicky. 
Mistingnett (4.20) and Top 
Spin (520) must also go well. 

The field for Saturday’s 
Grand National lost two more 


names yesterday, ^hen both 
Dexlra Dot 


jve and Too good To 

Be True were scratched fol- 
lowing injuries. Thirty horses are 
still being quoted, and the final 
field may now dip into the 20s 
for the first time since 1970. 
Yesterday's results, page 29 


■yVr'f 


-«5S "ran* *r- -? ^ 


235 


2jOO Kimanicky (nb) 
235 Unguided Missile 
3.10 Manhattan Castle 
3.45 Old Bridge 


HYPERION 

420 Debutante Days 
450 Wudbnp 
520 JHTHIB (nap) 


F6-1W 
EBV32-P 
CP-11F3 
312203 
911 HP 
191919 


MARTELL CUP CHASE (CLASS A) (Grade 2) 
£60,000 added 3m If (Mkknay course) 

BARTON HAflt (Xfl (Ms J MouW D Ittrassn ID 11 9 . 


B8C21 1345 


JOHN HUGHES MEMORIAL HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS B> £30£00 2m Gf (National course) 


BBC1 


BUCK HUMOUR (130) (CD) (Lady Ut*l WeS«»i C ftoOki 13 U 5- 
CtXJUMT BE BETTER (If) A 5 VltaSe) C Btroto 9 11 S , 


IP McCoy 


44Q33P All THE ACES (15) J P V?4*US i A Wot* K|9U 10— . 
12711 OU>KOTGE(ig!r.C3KV»OT*)fiTLim£3 811i. 


3 111185 MASTER BOSTON IMJ A* K Gcrarei P. WoceJoae S 11 2 


..-Cfftfeyor 
—SI 

Li 


EGOTMHLPRMCE(23)fSRMtett)UEJPonanlD13 5- 
SG0I7DN BANS (S3) PR fl first) t Esaary 7 11 S.. 


WORDED WSSB£ OS) <D» OF) © € faniMn) G Was* S U 5. 


-iwyw 


-RDvaoody 


GOING: Good tail courses). 

■ Tiro left-hand counts. Grand National circuit It 2J6 miles Md triangular with a run- 
in d almoa oOQjxts. Masstsc nprare and Hr fencra, acvermJ wiUi a mo:-p drop nn the b/>d- 
ingsitk. MBdnfey circuit Is 1V« miles round with conventional ."padt - fences. 

■ Racecourse Is north-east of city , onc mOe from Uie MET on the A6D. Aintree raOwny 

station (served by UMapooi. Lhoe ST) tttfafiw Use course. ADMISSION: County Aintree 
Roof iZO; County Stand Roof or reserved mat-520; Queen Mother Stand Roof or reserved 
seaiS20: «enbvetSwnd i!7j County LmmilfriTamauaflaSS. CAR PARK: County £15; 
GentnilSS. . ; . " 

■ LBADIHG TSAINERS WTIH BHNNKB& D Wtfcoteon - »din fin* 50 TUBS gbtt 
* satrcB ratio of IfUrtband aprofUto a SI Isve! sakcof £1 1.50; N Tvrfstrm-DKVtw - 8 
winners, 40 runners, 3X0%, +£0J»; K Bailey - 7 wlnnm. 34 ronoere, 29.2%, -& 1.28; M 
Pipe - 7 dnnn, SI names, 1 13%, -£16.50. 

■ ISADJfH; JOCKEYS: 2 Dwmt+ody- 10 wins. 61 rides. 10.4%, +$1524; N Wflttuaawo 
-7 wins, 36 rides. 19.4%. 44.03; G Bradley - 6 wins, 34 rides, 25.0%, +SZ38; J Osborne 
-5wbo,yirides.l6-=%.45^0- 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN OAXBcNoiw. 

LONG-DISTANCE BONNERS (BRinSH STAKES): Colonial KeBy (4A0) Ins been sent 
267 mDes by IfrrD GrtflUB from Bobeatsbridge, Efet Sraex: Praam Sea (2.001 & Plow 
Back (4.20) sent 260 miles by G Enright from Lewes, Raul Snaoex; Bold Choke (3-46) sen 
E Frost by Bocktaileigh, O-ron. • - . . . .• . • 


SEMRAM TOP NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS A) (Grade 2) £30^)00 
added 2m 110yds 

401-312 mAMCKr (IB) 0 )) OAs Bara Bases) N Hantaan 6 11 6 MAI 


BEinNGt 74 Cortfct Ba Better, 3-1 Seuttee Baht, 100-30 BMa Bank, M tagrided Wsafla. 
124 EOW MB Mace. 34-1 Bkck Hunow 
1995: Meny Gale 7 11 9 G BwfcyS-2 (j Drcaper . HI) 6 an 
FORM GUIDE 

TNs race rarely lads ID set a poser, cornmg, as A does, Ktatoebi late m the campaign. The 
tact that, this year, there has been only a fwtn^it between Cnettenham and A m&ee. adds 
to the puzzle. The freshen hose is BtecK Humour, the mnner of a handicap oj& course 
and distance three tears ago. He is 12. bU rrt&i haw a btg win ntn even d he feces a 
sbfflsh task at U» weghts. It hb stabtemate. COUDNT BE BETTER, who notes most ap- 
peal £**n that he was able to win wta within the space cA 13 days In the early pan oJ tea 
season. Certaray, Ms Gold Cup third i fortnffn a®> was 3 (pod eflon and he went to Chef 
ttrthwn taoHngn outstanding phywcal condition altera notdayn Italy. The enlpnaticBar- 
ton Bank, three lengths adnft of Ccoidnl Be Better m the Gold Cup. Is 4itj woise off. On 
the other hand, this muse is Uely to suit hm much better. S co tton Banks ts that usefu 
commoufty. an mpmed seven-year-aid. He can be foreran fcr a lacMustre aRort In die Grand 
Habcrial Trtaf at HajdocMaa time and hashao 33 dais to freshen up. Egypt Affl Prince 
canbe gwana worting chance oMasOngrhe trip round here. He ran a 0 yxl race « a three- 
rrtle hanricap at Kempu» last time vAten tearing Rough Quest and Percy Smollett over ihe 
Ms (bring Into thati) and that was only ho second race sUve i December. UhgifcfedACs- 
■Oo’s Jumping ccud be put utder pressue becaiae these MUdmay fences are fer from easy. 
This usehi hamficapper wm need in be iou0\ too. to bounce bach from Its Festival b 3 ®e 
with Maamur. SetecUon: COULDNT BE BETTER 


mm GO IMVESSAL (26) (C) r.mvera! Cx&ftrce l Incecac Trvj C Bro»s 8 11 2 -G I 

141100 STRAIGHT TALK [118) C i *, Psmcn i P NjOcU 9 11 0 A P McCoy 

U3P12 BACK BAR (33) !F5tncK Jr? f.tCarb^, A Mok (M) 8 !£■ 13 F Woods 

101611 ffHS{23) m T « Ltrt: 10 11 D Walsh tS) 


FORM GUIDE 

DEBUTANTE UAVS beat Edefriets Da MauBn n good style at lilt o*ettr las month and en- 
joys the luxury of uemg Ob better m. Oebuiaree Days snouAf f*e thrs course and can mate 
up for the deappointment of a hrst-fliBn fed n the Triumph Hurdle. She wn well from Pad- 
dy's Reuan at Sandowr, on her debut [Mtstingnetl tourihi and has a nice blend of speed 
and stamina. That form was 9ven a spM boon m the Triumph in which Uetmeuen was a 
promoted second. Hatta Bre*z* thud. Escartefigue tounn. Zabadl seventh. Dating lltn 
and Anilah and Our Kris came fognef. seloctloa: DEBUTANTE DAYS 


22-C-iO BAS DEUME (RQ 04) P ASics L3i (i Sbemooc ID 10 11 .... 
22113P lM4E5nCC(14(D)<5«9c.eP3rbHSiiD.'MPcN910n-. 


lOsboma 


10 53S4-6 R0r«vr HNS £8) rtr. £ Scf7K23r.re^i K 10 U MrM Amytags 

U J J2513 7DURSHPRWCEl28)fD>|FaiS3^>:^HKr«;l3109 MrJCliWy® 

12 U-PP23 MDGOHI BEACH IlSj llm Smsi M 11 100 1 Lower 


450] 


13 32/31P1 TUDOR TABU (26) U £ H Cotrel N HenCnson 6 10 0 . 

14 S3Ci: BOUJ CHOICE WJ»i3SKh.‘R rros 20100- 


615421 SARDS AU ( 12 ) iR AH Pekre) P Dnw.QlOO- 


P 2623P OIVUS A BUCK 06) IV. D EtrcrUl 13 1C' 0.. 


620332 UBS GtMAERffSXBF) (4 GCfcppeffitfHemmjnd 8 100_ 
533431 DEEP DECISION PO) (-in Czxns; F Cheesttu^i 10 100 — 
134512 XCWHITE(23)'JHMinsaniJHio>Tftsanl0100. 


M ARtzgenM 

IFma 

CMaode 

PHrfley 


ROmwootfj- 

.RSutrh 


_P Carbary 


CUVEE NAM NOVICE HUNTER CHASE (CLASS B) £30,000 
added 3m If (Affldmay course) 

0- ARDBREMUM (338) ICC Barren) JR»W 9 120 Mr C Bennett 


00T21 BAUX/OOtCW Ifchn DCaCa^Eni JaV, OteBaffm fW 9 IT 0 . 


.Mr P Fatai 


3- IF COtDMAL KBi-Y Q4) iCodMEl CdMrg Rzcg Ms 0 GrsseC 3 12 0 
0053 ERHS BAR (13) (N Frstham) N Pcnfiai 7 12 0 , 


Jtr A 


r PHadOaj 


220-222 JOnHy THE fOX (421 AMsM Wren) MG fatten flrfi 61? 0- 


jUrnamtwd 


1 SPACE CAPPA (17) CG Stephens! MssV StepnensS 12 0 Jfcs V Stephens 

2-211 WfUMMP (U) (D) 1C Surey) Ms J Storey T 12 0- IfrCStorey 


060AF12 A WfOY CmZBi (13) (Bf) (Mrs J A fhomswi Mis Cltds 7 11 9_ . 


-MrRfficfta 


.it BeSatny 


20 3S-4136 CROPBEDTIAD (84) -Rcftpc Hat) PWebbe 9 100. 

21 324-023 CHANNB. PA5IBUE (17) 'Mrs Sana Wcnfangaxi) D BinheA 12 10 0 &iyLeM»(3J 

-21 declared - 


QUO «4ASlERllTCp3)W)(BRtWMA»RjCBgaatto)MoJP«ran611S__WI 
22-1231 SHANKAR (2^ g>) Wemaoarw Plyeoad fly 0 McnoSon 5 ll fi 
40015 BRA2B.t*BUSTW(D)lMi5CAWABeaJPW«te5112— MIMjer 




BBCl 


1-11113 CAaiESMffi’ tlfi) {D)(BF) (Lan Ves^l D fkJOSon 5112- 
36 Ht02ENSEA(lfSA)(U7)(n«(WisTWfre(S)(*Bwdn5U2. 
6 ARMQOUS NOfBIAR P7) UamesRAdsi^ ATunel 5112 


J*Mmb 


JB 


SANDEMAN MAGHUU NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
i A) (&adel) £35000 added 2m (MBthray course) 

4W-llb ASKnM(16miBT9MR-»MITTaM7114 JQstxxae 

212230 CABt£ KACB (18) (D) frtert) M Sttriey) M CUmngham IK) ? U4 RDwioady 


•Wile 


203 IAXE JUBBA (19) (Teny Ciny. P h Barba, »&* Clfem) P ftocfc 5 11 3 A P McCoy 

000343 MAPREKMUSflJUEptldW (Retort Ogfen) ATiinel 5 U2 PCmbeny 


U) 5/ U220 BAStH»BEVaH)(la)m(MrsEJV«arra)PDBa»6112. 

11 214344 SPBaM*ELPIweE£Ifi|(B^ftaresfi»S»rs64i»N7-rW«6tt2. 

12 204-011 CHABMNB Qfftl. (USA) £ 2 ) (D) (C DlEn) 0 9*r*wJ 5 10 11 

13 1212 NAMJ0NSRX(Qmm(Bleitaca«CU4MPtc4108 

14 4o RBllJORCieiMDF Racng(Wmesrtp)JJer*ns410e 

15 U221P TRAGIC t«D(l«5V^B.Ha*sPBitnectt(»MP»)e MOB 

-Udectared- 


— CLteaufijn 


1212RJ CAPTMN KKDWE (JB) (D) Wiaiie Paoneellp) P HOide 8 11 4 * 

32341F CtBOBANCHAUBIGE (16) lumtxan tndsmafi) T Eastenjy7U4 L 

P -40621 OAABOUJNG DOC (25 (D) IMB M OlearjA P AUIns ft? 6 11 4 T» 

1411U1 tDRDDORCETClfl)(D)(lflfafaffJiCrainon«U4 A P McCoy 


3-1F411I HAMMTIM CA5IIE (IB) ID) IP fintaort) A Uoor M 7 114 . 
1KS51 fOfiS® (USA) (23) (Turf Cay ftaong D Dswinti 8UI . 


-f Woods 


JPHoBey 


Mntnw he©* ’Os. Tnn hanCSap TudcrfaMe 9s 131b. 3JB Chc*ce Set 130. Smorfi m 6 
GAieA Stick 9a 106. Are fiuw 9sr 9#j. Deep Deeabr s Joe fthft 9s i ». tejnecy tan 8a lOm. 
Cramel Fastime 7 s ICO. 

BEnwfcHTouruaPliP ce, 132 Old Bfafe. 7-1 Bad> Bar. 8-lTWoi Fable. ID-1 6o Unawsollffee*, 
12-1 Ussar Barton, Pins tamer. 14-1 Romany Rln& IB-1 SaBor Jio, Straight Thfc, 20-1 otbor* 
1995: Ducfin Flyer 9 12 0 B Poiwfl 11-2 ft Forser: 26 an 
FORM GUIDE 

tr wnuia be eiessnori, io sug^a that BAS DE lame, who has been accused of Dang a 
non-tranter, veil enjoy fhmsatf wer these fences, but he has a chance If ne rakes to the nb. 
This Mtnertf The 1993vvay«ard Lad Nonces’ Chase ai Hempaw. npplr.g Monsieur Le Cure. 
«dl, at least. lAe both mp and gong and last month’s uraenooral preparation of a run 
Over hurdtes at Kempfon will frave helped bnng hm, ro a peak. True, his more recent chas- 
ing form has. on balance, been disaopo^ng. bin he ran Tug Of Peace lo a head ai Win- 
canton m NcvemDer after a season-opemng second to General Rusty (received life) >n the 
Charisma Gold Cup Handtap ai Kempron He missed all of last season with leg trw44e but 
looks well narrdicapped cn hes Ociooer itxm and he is, llio better tw the six tengihs oy which 
Go Untversa) tea! hire at Doncoster m Decemoer. Go tuvrenal vvas reluming from 3 ttree- 
morih lay-off Mien thw to wauam Warner at Doncastei three weeks ago and registered a 
tour-toner earner Orarte Brao>s is opnmtfuc about him jumping these fences. Master Botton 
ts not too veil (arrbopped tot he can go on me shot -list. He beat a decern type. Vaiianl 
Wamor. earlier m the season and cv. cope iv«h stiff fences. Old Bridge nor 31 iVanwck in 
February and then look me MiBay OJ Flete. Selection: fiAS DE LWNE 


UOOCTU1 SQUBBIBlSDAUGHTBi C50 U W Bemoest S Bnnksfw 9 11 9 MscSBeddaes 

-Sdedarcd- 

ffiTTWG: 5-2 Wndfcrp. 3-1 CotooW Itofly. 9-2 Space Cappa. 6-1 BaSy RhA. 7-1 A IMndy Crtraan. 8- 
1 Anferemm. 1IM Johnny The Fan. 12-1 others 
xn& Proud Sun 7 12 0 Mr M Wian 4 1 (S Pie) 8 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Johnny The Fox who has found only Stay In Touch too good m recent hunter chases at 
Clonmel and Thuites. is a ive insh raider while WudJsnp is progressing well ana has won five 
of ms last seven stans. atthou^i tws recent Newcastle win dd not impress. COLONIAL KEL- 
LY fell hi the Chnsues Foxhiner Challenge Cup fli Cheltenham Dut was successful m seven 
of nine sons between the Flags- Selection: COLONIAL KELLY 


leoAl BARTON & GUESTTER HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) 
£15J000 added 3m UDyds 

400023 WMTAtjUESnOlIOTICDIiltelWesVSilefaMJMlUsoBfWtSirO CDDwyrr 

P110-00 AUECAnON(14J(UartnP4KRaBngCW»)MPpe6Ul2 D8rid0uiar 

12P-512 TREASURE AGAIN ( 15 ) (D) Uotln Hugp Goyrnef Mis M Janes 7 11 7 DByme 

F0P1P0 SS BtOUOH US) cnutGUeatJonlH Bugler 811 7 A Tory 


C00506 KADASIROFIFH)»lAPf%Bon)R[^»ii6113. 


-BPowel 


536000 TtBCnE LAD (16) (D) (M'S H F PiendeifSssU F Murpry 7 10 13- 
050060 TUP SFW Ofl (Ms Boa long/Jemm 7 to 11 . 


J> Cartwry 


_AP McCoy 


41R22F PN6HB£TPUCE(16) lAJOessett KTm9Do^]M 48114. 
10 W51P12 S0«R EL BOTUTTl (19) ffiaao NocW Ma S Noo> 7 11 4_ 


-CUeweSjn 
— Bl 


BEITMGc « WumtOv. 4-1 CoeHe Sweep, S-l Spredred Prien. 7-1 Sbreftac, 9-1 HnBen S*. 
10-1 lake Kslba, 12-1 Master Wb^ 14-1 MMter BweBed, 16-1 CtwrtrinK 204 ottwr* 

19» Swa Mewrffe r 10 11 P »vep 4-1 Wis U Reirtfji IS ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Fourofthese corttMted the StprEfrie NtwiCBs' Hudte at Chefrerfeom. KBMidelcy came out 
best last on». fhtttw* tenths behmd the tmpnss»* wnner hidetence but on%r inch- 

es ahead of CASTLE SWEEP with SpaedwoB Prince four tenths farther track m fourth and 
Master Beveled 3 tafel-otf 29th- Unking at the Cbeffenham form. « was nctceatue mar 
Castle Sweep red butt up Ms unbeaten record m a senes of retectety strft races and. over 
huafles at lessL, had not been in a fltftt. Thdt bemg me case. t» came out of me Oiel- 
tenham race with Ms reputabon enhanced and aradenng how vrefl he has *wn at cours- 
es 14 ® 8angw and Kempran. he should be at home rowd the benos cn this relatively tW«t 
rack. SetecUon: CASTIE SWEEP 


11 0-2C3U2 5UBLBHE FaiOW (23) m OW G&sm&> H Henfrncp £ 11 4_M A Ragwrid 

-ildecterad~ 

BERMS: 3-1 Manhattan dalle, 7-2 CMila Baact, 7-1 GandoOng Doc, 8-1 Aril Tom. Ion) Derart, 
Smut 0 Betretd, Captnta Kbedre, 12-1 Coedxfvn CfnSange, 16-1 SeMfaa feBoe. 20-1 others 
1995: MwteA 7 11 3 NIMMmson 11-4 (1 H Jcmscn) r can 


4,20 


GLENUVET ANNIVERSARY HURDLE (CLASS A) 
(Grade 2) £35 000 added 4YO 2m UDyds 


BBC2 


224420 MTHB (CAN) (15) (D) iCrem 4 MriifB Sts Lid) D Mcnotzr, 5 10 10 — RDnmoody 

4-40000 BALANAX (USA) (47) (IN H Durei D GandoBl 5 10 7 SopHe lOdHfl (5) 

31P-342 MDYHN 06) Pfi U A Bancni J Bants 8 ID 7 IRKanaatfi 

11 342503 FOREST IEA1HEB (88) f&wd K«a) C Weafen S 10 5 I Osborne 

12 5-30200 NtWUlflSICHMcGieiPfaiiOteeiOfi S Masai 

13 202230 NA1WE RELD (20) WIR LWwtt JFW5en*i 7 101 M Dwyer 


14 0*4203 AfdBLE SPffiTf (19) (D) iRrttn Umtl A fAoore IbTI 6 10 1 

15 411434 SWIM TOO {91 (D) (W) (Smnh Uanstep Mea; Co) Me J Pern®, 8 10 0 


-J 7 Hoods 


_W 


FORNOUDE 

MANHATTAN CASTLE unseared hrs Oder at The start of the ArWe Chase at Cheltenham, but 
can gam compensation here. Ha jumomg had not been loo con vincing until he won m fine 
style at Leropardsmwn, nesting Double Symphony, W Jamraiy ar>j Double Symphony was 
tooWng a danger to all umri he fefl « the fouthtost in the Aitde. Ask Tom. Ptnmeriey Place 
and Coble Beach la* in some trouble li that Inert form ts reliable. \Wnfe Cumbrian Ctal- 
tongc and Captain KbetBve. earty casualties m met race, look up agwsi R. too. Cable 
Beach ran Mmsett rag^d and can do twaer or ttw natter cotrse but me sR-year-od Lord 
Oorcet has Imwessed with nis process this term and ths sound tumping, tjpe )«*s ttecam 
value underTony McCoy. Senor El Betiuttl nugrtt just M? better gong n0K-nanded and Std»- 
Bme Fallow has been a shade (fisapponang. Setactlon; MANHATTAN CASTLE 


515314 ESCARI31GUE |FR) (14) (Dj itteran C LteraeA M Ppt U - — DBridgWBtBf 

42136a AAOAH (USA) (Kl Ccnttv P Htit». U D BPowel 


25330 BANJHG (K) (D) Green Tre F3nw^ir S&eiwud 11 0 lOstwme 

2F1 B1EUM8S DU MDULBI (Rf) (12) (0) (%cen ugpsni F Mi*phy 11 0 P Carbary 

0006 RflWBACK(27)TKac.-iG&r®3U0 -JR I 


1 -F 002 £r fS5UXEG0LD(12)nnaependmTiwwManutaainr^C0i MPqieS 100 CMaode 

6-2F210 ZAMHARSt (USA) (12)(D) tt'CBaiey)ViSiwey5U)Q RMcMfc<7) 


213231 lMO£ KSW 19) ID) (Rman) Sredi J T OtiiriB 6 10 0 |4ei; 

222101 ZAM01AH (B) tN A T»Scn-CV3«SJ N T-Bcn-LofeS 7 100l4oJ.— 

- 19 declared - 


jIBodbeOV 


— DWMUl(3) 


411 MARCHANI MNG f33) (W R-Orc Rr«r. M hanviwd 11 0 MDwya 

2 NO PAITBtN (138) -ti 6 L Ltow U 0 LBfra 


U43F Om KSIS(IA) (D) pLUcn tn'.lrd Pstre^fjf \o» N Hencerara 110 M A Rtjtaes 

05116 ZABADI (14) ID) OaCy Hanti D fwoscr. 11 0 A P McCoy 


11F DEBUtAHIE OATS (14) (D) (BF) tr.V* ShdeySBSW Ms H KuCrt 109 IFTBey 

13 HUTA BJtEEZE 114j II? P-Vs J Ltrud; D Ksbc*w It 1 f* RDa»wo«)y 


Utnewm •etfftt ldsL bwtar»fcA0«etfU!.-fi»tUeCfl«3Zjrnfta*erJbil», Undeheent 9a Ok 
Zamiran 9a 76. 

BETTFK: 6-1 Treasure A^k>, 134! Adbfe. Noyao, 8-1 What A QuesboB. 12-1 Amble Speedy, For- 
est Feather, HaffM Rekt 14 Moyas. Zmdnrea, 16 Afle^dian, Sn4tb Too. Top Spin, 20 otters 
199S Vita A Quesujn 7 10 10 N V.«emson U-i (M Moms. W 17 ran 


WSTWGtETr (14) ID) Uftr Dqpni N UoinDaoss ID 9 

-ttdedared- 

BET7WS: 4-1 Debeiaife Days. 5-1 Edebreb 4b MouSn. Hatra fteeae. « Atotweuefl. 7-1 Ota- Kris. 
8-1 ZabadL 9-1 Marthaof Wag. 12-1 Escartefigue. 14-1 Daajrig, 68-1 others 
1996c Samcsr 4 11 0 J Osborne 9-1 Kes H fecfju 18 tar. 


FORM GUDE 

Last year's winner THhat A Ooesttoa null do we« to defy 12*L n * far from oertan that HOY- 
AN w<D be fuAy effecbve n«r three treks but he has nao a strange campai^t for hose wno 
nee*ls mo and a raft mDes-pfta and the first tour ot mis season's fsre stare were oner two 
miles. He « running run tarn judged on a decent rtra at Cheltenham when an ll-fength 
seventh fo Tram^ot ( 2 m 5ft. SAhvainn- nqyAN 


4s05 


GADSSY HANDICAP (CLASS C) £7fiSO 
added 3TO6f 


HYPERION 

225 Irish Ffctton 2S5 Anasdna 3^0 The ftfcky 
Farmer 4JIS Weetmanfe Weight 4.40 Slraraf 
SJD Orchestra Stafl 5*40 Sycamore Lodge 


450620- IH5KA (168) B MBman 9 7 . 


JTCnMfle(3)4 


300413- GDU»POM>(lfla(mRA*«rrttaj®li*'89_/ReM2 
20-1221 «ajMAVSy0OH(57)(D|RHcAr6h^»9.._LDetol3 
063301 MAPLE BURL (37) (DfS Dorr 8 7 Afedy(S)l 


051- 9MIE RAMS (143) (D) WEel 86 - 

-5 deeferetf- 


J4 Fenton 5 


GOING: Soft (Heavy latches). 

DRAW ADVANTAGE? Ndoc. 

■Right-hand, ondulatJrig course, wWl a straight niSc. 

| Racecoocsc k wo rrtfca wnttv-nst of dry oO AO. Ldrcstrer raO- 

^•8ratton(IiOOtlai^Strtiacr3a-Shcfflc*l!tefeJarO'laomlle»»w5r. 

ADMISSION: Chib £ I'i-THUasaDa 68; ariw Ring £4. (acccmpa- 
oicd uadwlSe free). Free nowamls. CAB PAEK: Free, surer Rmg 
Car Part - 5 1 2 admits car and four Occupants. 


BETTING: 7-4 Wsctaaft Wc&. 3-1 WWto PWns, 7-2 Qoldcfl Pood. 
MMadeBwLG-lTbatea 




LANGHAM MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5^00 added 3YO lm 3f 183yds 

4- AUXHTTALE (USA) (183) M BeS90 MFentenl 


06 DREAMaFMrtffEaSA)(85)Plfershy90. 


,S 


BUNKEBED TOBXHR HMTTIME^ Soy»l Duawr ( 9 JS 8 ). 
W1NNESS IN TTJK LAST SEVEN DATS: Nrefe- 
LONG-DISTANGB EDNNKB5: Th*rteai4.U5>w3*183 miles (rom 
B RMUhnsn's Kendsliege stable jaDewjg. 


8- IWMK»SnSA){177)PCoe90. 
052- SHARAF (163) J Dunlop 90 


,{3)3 

,T Qatar 5 

..W Canon 2 


j(Dartsy4 


5 KAttfCWS PEI Ms M Ftevriey 8 9 

• - -Sdedared- 

BETTWft 74Sharid. 2 - 1 A UketyTMk 5-2 Waonos, S-l Kattayn*! PW, 
334 Dream Of My life 


2SSB 


KMGHTON MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
STAKES (CLASS F) £3^50 added 2Y05f 

FOOT BATTALION RHcffreheact 9 0 L Dettori 2 

8RE5MHECDWJW90 ■■ ’ -£*** * 

BamWMMSs# 90 : s MftotarS 


530] 


SIMON DE MONTFORT MAIDEN STAKES 


SttSH HCWW M Oarai 90- 
SMBWP Brans &0_ 


.JtfetfwcS 


_S6wdMG 


TBMERS SURPRISE B Medan 96 
COflMCMUeMB««»89 
-Ti ’ 


JMEMMT4 

17 


BEnMG; 94 bttl HeflO».2M lecbydDa, 7-2 &aatoo,54. foot BM- 
tAn lM t afei'i Swrien. 12-1 Srtm^2M.6B«faa« • 


2-55 


HARBOROUGH HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£ 5^100 added fiffieelin 8yds 


(CUSS D) £5400 added lm 2f 

AMFORSABDOMM Afem4913 Rtfcgmtl 

OVD9E60NB P Km 4 8 13 -fiWadB 


00- ORCHESTRA STALL (384) j&mi 4 9 13 Y# Careen 4 

60- 5ttHAGAH|a37)iJerims4313 Cad«r2 

33/ TMA3HAIH|FR|(547)CDwser<913 CD^tr7 


0- TBRIAIKUSA) (154) G8akWg4 913 S Drew* [3)9 


00- HNffayRAH(19S)DAtuhW498 SttHMnrtt3 

0- HAJBUDOH (USA) 1156) E Dtricp 3 S T 

MABJSI CASTLE J (krawi 3 8 7 L Dettori 8 

-9 declared - 


001320- tWEMC0WM.p4«mB!W»M6100_^fb«o7 
OQ' 5122 QOEHI Of Ail BBDS ( 2 S) W R 8065 5 9 1^. _^. ^A Oak 5 
00-12 ANASIWA(27)NGBfidm4S4 ) Wearer 1 


BETTM&6-4Mahten Castle, 5-1 OrebesBaSmB, S-l methstti, 7-1 Cap- 
ffve Sot* UW SayffaS*. TMtei, PtmMf ftaa, 12-1 rtfare 


4 121246- tra A CA WM t r 06M M» J tenMatAfl 3 I Wn l 

5 002300- VKTWWS SECRET 0B4) MChannpi4 S^. IQ*ii3 

7 QKKOOO «ITBLBttlCHICUIH'ftB« r4 T’ 1D — AM,!5,G 

-7dednd- 

Lacy 7sr5«Lft^- 

S2 Oraew^Bt M 

M AaatORa, 10-1 VWcriift S^reL 2W Mart la* 1D0-1 to* Da*» 

T* Orii l BURTON OVBflf S&1WG STAKES (CLASS 
AoDj G1 £3000 added 3YD 6f 

? 5432(H) SHAgMOMffWBHQtna iMQBO ^ 

3 506 0tW 6BWPf* ^^»gar^B9- — 

4 0 OO P'S wfwaaflMniBI ... ■ a 


XIBWORTH HANDICAP (CLASS D) £54®*> 
! added 7T 9yds 

0364-20 L0VH6U4B24ONS ( 2 ^ M Jemsan 4 ZOO — JBtamrS 


5.40 


034BM- HmALNAS«AAI[l«^[D}E[Xrfep4911 .WCwal2 
531500 AlWHSAH pS) C Bfcsd 4 9 5 UftMaaB 

oi woo- DUHeraepiawMS>0n493 — - — »eerit 2 


20*024- BCNWCRCn4)JFfl«hfW4 90.- 


.AHantsBa? 


246005- DE«MEtU7)DUiB^SnMh490 RPHMHfflU 

02245-2 STOMiWSIflOOE ® Ms JIMrafcii 5811 —KftlooM 

OOOdPO SWWB*ST|?4}«SOo*4S10. A0^r<51 

031200- DIH10 TIBI) M BarefBrt 683 NAd»S 

C3S20- SHE1AFU£1OTTV»383 T VWw 4 


BEI 1 BRK am tbs RM* ** «* BIesa ' 

5-lDmgeottfttaBM . ’ 


11 006000- <KEATHAU,{17t9(C)PCuno*7 7 13 Jfafai Deyer [7) 7 

12 605000 BIST BABHS (7) W S 6 oSrgs 8 7 10 PFettey(5)6 

__ - 12 dedared- 

Mttiun m^il- TalUb. True renfeap m#* Eeaftos 7tf Jij. 
BOTWffi HSjeamere tndgB. 9-2 «m AI Neanw< S-l Baa 1**, 
7-1 (o it y BSf nB fa M , 8-1 SKdaea, 10-1 Dnnbrea, 12-1 ettwre 


TAUNTON 


W‘cc‘1 CONOfnONALJOCKEYS'SELUNGlfCAFHUR- 
°* OJ ! OLE (CLASS G) £2^50 added 3n\ UOydS 


HYPERION 

g-T5 Chai-Yo 2A5 Mybtackthom Z20 Court 
Melody 335 Its Grand 4k30 Myhamet 5jOODai- 
ly Sport Girt 530 Sonnaura 


J66?40 1HEMP«e?|FH)/37)(OB£fta*31111 — D Safer 
WIPK SEA PATROL 177) U Pipes 13 9 0Bnma«O) 


GOING: Soft (Good io Soft m ptactsj. 

■ Right-hand cotaae Rnn-m of ISOyrie. 

■ Baecccvreo u south of town on Q3J70. Tiunum railway sa- 
Don iKdromBoawBj'- ADMISSION: Members SJ 1 ; Padilicfc £S 
Centre of I'ourac 54. CAR PARK: Centre of course- Sil; nsa free 


PFTrEO CAPTJVN DOLRJRD [27) (D) D GarOatD 9 11 6 DFom 

34CE0P SfOUrr tMC (15) |D) J NeuDe S U 2 GFRyaa 

3-F53PP irSNDTMyFAUH(15PAws81013 . 6 Tenney 

30&OK' HS DAMCat (12) fO R EraSiernn b 10 12 — T Descnrtre 
00LO3 RIStfATS LASS (17) R OStmen B ID S jCwra 


3600PP B4TLDBD PRMCE (17) (D) Ms JEne>3105 GKoega 

EWW DAVES DELHHT <661 R BicMEr 10 10 3 BSopplelS) 

304323 nSOWOtl5JtoCe;7lOl SFcn 

OOM aStAGHIKESPUJ SMeoreS IDO LAspefl 

493500 COOCME (17) (C) R BtAa 7 100 TiMapby 


21045 SORON EXPRESS 034) BUeweSfr. 8 10 0 — .del* Webb 
.PF-FPO YES SlE ARE (106) A Barrow 10 100 A Procter 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Jemima Faddledne* iS.uu.l 
r*m f Sfl m*s from A iireetcr'i. StramshaJI r*ablc in Sia/rortWure- 


15 ?-L«f CEUK Ui£P (CAR faad 6100- 

16 F7050 PACFIC OVERTURE ( 8 ) C Ban«S 4 10 0 

- 16 declared - 


R Massey 


BETONG: 7-2 Ouafs lass, M ft* feaod, 5-1 Sea Feral, Emma Grbnes, 
7-1 Tbe MMer, 12-1 PadAc Overtcns 14-1 etben 


2JL5 


SPRING *NH' NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 


(DiV I) £2^00 added 2m If 

3-24103 CHAI-YD (12) (CD) J Okl 6 U 9— 

00 ABDUAH(3^RAte»5U2. 


GUpten 5 


3 44FS0P- MtmEY (316) N faMfe 6112- 


-OUaOy 2 


00 IAURA17E(23) SDeKaanE ID) 

5 5 M0ORUUaeam«Sm7)BRI«nrai610U-0Sritwl9 

G POWDER MONKEY CPCWnr. 6 ID U TDncaat>e(5) 

7 FO SONS EXPRBS Bl) J BOSJey 8 10 11 MBnriey 

6 OCF BQM£SPU»L9)JUp»n41DS — . — SCtraiO) 

BET7W& 4 -5 Chri-Yo, 3-1 MoatanAMnyaatar, G-l AfeOey, 8-1 Song 
Express IMlama Lya, Bo-fes Patrol, 16-1 rtfcert 


2.45 


EARLY BIRD NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4,200 added 2m 110yds 

U2-2FP2 AALELAALD2)PHonB9U4 fiTomiay(3) 

5f2ffP CASWHBOUCAp^ S Kronen 4 SBumudt 


Aon] SETSQUARE RECRUITMENT HUNTER 
T'rzl CHASE (CLASS H) £1^00 added 3m 

1 R 2 P 54 GOII 0 I FI^QE ( 1 ^ PJ A Bcwty 14 12 7 -Mr E James (7) 
3F346-U «WWLLHOUSE[26)SC30A13I2? JA R Thomtna (7) 
«?• AM) WHAT E15E (404) £Pmc 7120 — D NnrarHanhey |7) 
CMBOUGAMA (USA) R Joncs9120 MrSShMon(7) 

5 3 ECPHESSiENT (372j A Roc 12 12 0 _S9r 1 Wkkfaombe 17) 

6 5367.2 AST UYBBt 07) Mil KHeen: 10120 Mr C Heart (7) 

7 Q30 LOYAL MOTE (17) E AnOTeS 8 12 0 -tt-Smon ArtStM (3) 

6 PKP.W MQ3ETB3Y (771) C*sns Vftarrs 11 12 0 ._*k I Dnaridi (7) 

9 F445-02 MYHAMET 09 Mrs PeGswrrs 9 120 — — MrAfamufS) 

10 F.-15U3 ONAtfHT U5) VGnsmw9120 — MrHcia>fllMdte(7) 

11 4121? SUtSALUO BOY (15) P Srvfr 8 120 — Mr J Trice-RoftA (GT 

12 33 ZP- 2 P SWEATStOIT ( 15 ) S Fee 11 12 0 MrSlUanff) 

12 CFOOf.' RRiALBtt[l I H>0)BtoSYoia*aU9 JksSYoung(7) 
14 or UGKTTHEBAY(902)5vVninacro511d.MsLBbririard(7) 

-JAdodared- 

BETIWG: 52 Loyal Note. 3-1 Mytamet, 7-1 More Wy. 8-1 Frit ABit. Just 
My KL 10-1 Exprescmeot 12-1 otbere 


53111-L JURE (12) RHofiga 8114. 


..TDaseariSe® 


65&03 LORD MTRDGEN (15) 8 LleweCin 611 4 — Mr J LUetreSyii 

34FF22 MYBtACXlHOiOl (15) PNrSpkG ID 13 Albantten 

8HJ IS THE ROSE T 9 ID 13 DCrSrifean 


PRIMROSE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £3jOOO added mares 2 m If 

413J& SEVSO (373) fDj R Bj*rr 7 11 12. RFataOi 


5.00 


6 P ROSE SATOEN CS) R PKaS ’ 13 12 GKo©rp! 

P4PPX SEA5AMACAMHE | 8 ) R Bu1?y 9 ID 13 .S Supple (7) 

4FF-0P STAR OF K2AKAIT (7J AI 77<yiKn 121D 23 ILmtaca 

- 9 dednd- 

BHfBXfc 2-1 MjUaeRtbere, 5-2 Arz. 7-2 AM Q Ael, 5-1 tapiao Beh)- 
ga. 74 Lonl Btroffo, 14 - 1 RM is IMf Rase, 20*1 otbara 


3JZ0 


SETSQUARE RECRUTTMENT HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS D) £S 400 added 3m 


_ 100433 OUT RAMQFC (351 (D) (BF) Ai Pipe 4 U 7 — OBmaus(7) 

3 003414 jaWSA PUDOLEDUCK 02) A Strwte 5 11 5 TBey 

4 J6Z5CC DASySPOWGBUSJOTBWteftn ~ 1011 -AfrllUenoBo 

5 320&45 PEHSSIBIT GLWCR (15) 3 Huge- 6 10 0..T DascoRibe (5) 

6 02-5 5E5RTnC(USA){2S7)R0'5drran6U>0. DSkyma 

7 acn SUS»et«l«R(13|iyiampsinrt00 JlriMiy 

-Tdedaed- 

BETTMQ: 74 Daly Sport (ML W Ont HanWag 7-2 Jenaras Piakfeda*. 
5-1 Sana, 12-1 Ptrehtent earmer, aS-lSIeSfetlBS. Bfr-1 Sonmo Haws 

IV oh ) SPRING ‘M NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
{OnJUf (DIV n) £2,500 added 2m if 

UKsn 


(X) BARRISTERS BOY (5^ ICBC 6 112 


5Sm DONnBIHEH«E(ianC^<tanlOUlflJAMcCatiiy 
1PP063 DUHALUAIf LOOSE (12)(CI^CR BameflQ U 0 -BOSoid 
1VV42U COIKI S&QDY (40) (BF) P N^rxis B ID 10 . — A Thomtoo 
UJ3140 CSfTAM ANEUi (32) (m) P Hobbs 7 104 — GTenney(3) 
3FF-LPP SM 0415 (33) NlAnpftd 10102 — — D Leahy 


214216 54M.7DW SEIM OT MFtJ? 7 200- 
-fideriared- 


^FwiW 


BCTTMa: 6-4 OeatTeN fee Wife, 3-1 Cowt Melody. 4-1 BltoA n B 8 L 
5-1 Dntiiillnw Initge, 7-1 OeriUe Aago. 20-1 SMr Qga 


2 543) IMf9(S>IANSRWCS(UfiIDOifisnqr6212._5&n0i^ 

3 P MASIDt GOODEMUGH (24) A Facer 5 11 2 Rferram 

4 MS MOLE P BBcntfeM 7113 BDadfe 

5 006 TIC CHEESE BARON 02J SPSS'S 11 2 -Cbfc Wtfb <3 
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AINTREE 

2 35: LWGITDED MISSILE steps 
up oui of handicap company but 
looks up to the task after finishing. 
3 worthy second to Maamur at 
Cheltenham despite finishing slight- 
ly bme. This Oat track and fast sur- 
face should su]l Egypt Min Prince 
could provide a large dividend in 
forecast bets. 

OUJ 

3-JO: Francis Woods was dislodged 
from MANHATTAN CASTLE at 
the very start of the Arkle at Chel- 
tenham. The seven-year-old was 
fancied for that more competitive 
race and atonement looks likely 
here. Nemuro. who likes this track 
and fast ground, is a lively outsider. 

□□□ 

345: OLD BRIDGE has shown dra- 
ma lie improvement in recent races 
after undergoing an operation for 
his wind and can take tins at (he ex- 
pense of Iburees Prince and fast- 
ground specialist Master Boston. 


HYPERION’S 



4J0: DEBUTANTE DAYS, who 
started favourite for the Triumph 
Hurdle jt Cheltenham, can make 
amends. She holds subsequent 
Newcastle winner Edehrtis Da 
Monlin on Unoxeter running and 
was impressive when scoring at 
Sandcrwn on her debut from the Tri- 
umph winner, Paddy's Return, with 
MistutgaeU in fourth. Hana Breeze, 
a creditable third to Paddy's Return 
in the Triumph, has scope for fur- 
ther improvement while Marc haul 
Ming, extremely impressive in soft 
ground at Haydock fasi lime, will 
be a big danger if he proves as ef- 
fective on this faster surface. 


Karl Burke threatens to sue Weatherbys 


The trainer Karl Burke is lo sue 
Weatherbys following yester- 
day’s disqualification of his Ling- 
field winner Northern Trial, who 
wore a visor w hen not declared 


to do so and was thus ineligible 
to run. Burke claims he d eclar ed 
the use of ihe visor and blames 
Weatherbys for not passing on 
the information to ihe track 
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What Clough and Stein knew from long experience was that 

given half a chance many footballers will take ' ' 



Central lo Brian Cough’s success in 
management was the wise under- 
standing that footballers cannot al- 
ways be trusted to put In a maximum 
effort. Play all the angles before they 
start playing you, was the root of 
Clough's philosophy. 

This meant keeping his men in a 
stale of nervousness, damping down 
hard on their egos and delivering 
chilly reminders that they would be 
nothing without him. 

A good story about Clough con- 
cerns the conversation he once bad 
with an unsettled international when 
in charge at Nottingham Forest. 
Pointing out a clause in the player s 
contract. Clough said sarcastically. 
”11 voii were taught to read, it 


should be dear that you’re here for 
another two years. Now sod off." 

Something similar occurred when 
the great Celtic manager. Jock Stein, 
was required to deal with a transfer 
request from the Scottish interna- 
tional full-back. Tommy Gemmill 
that was dearly an attempt to secure 
better terms of employment On the 
telephone to his ebainnan, Stein said, 
** Player GcmmSl wants a move. I rec- 
ommend it" Replacing the receiv- 
er, Stein spoke curtly to Gemmill. 
“Transfer granted," he said. 

What Clough and Stein knew 
from long experience and always 
guarded against, was that given 
half a chance many footballers will 
take liberties. 


Nobody should run away with the 
idea that a sure way of getting pro- 
fessionals in team games to act at or 
near their peak is to surround them 
with skill and good coaches and a 
good organisation that will pay them 
well for their trouble. If so, why do 
coaches feel it necessary to try every 
device imaginable, and some 
unimaginable, to stoke hotter and 
hotter fires in their playere, believ- 
ing that the only means of getting a 
proper intensity of performance is 
to tong a drum loudly and constantly. 

A truth about professional team 
sport, football especially, is that man- 
agers, in the main, are dealing with 
people who are naturally unreliable. 
What the public foil consistently to 
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KEN JONES 


observe, commentators and corre^ 
spondents too, is that dsappoinfments 
can resull as much from shortcom- 
ings in the attitude of players as er- 
rors in selection and strategy. 


Last Sunday’s Coca-Cola Clip fi- 
nal between Aston ViUa and Leeds 
United at Wembley provided a 
good example. Whatever mistakes 
the Leeds manager,. Howard 
Wilkinson, may have made in 
preparation, it was pretty obvious 
that a number of hisplayers did not 
commit themselves folly. Wilkinson 
took the abuse from disgruntled 
. Leeds supporters but as Carlton 
Palmer said about some of his 
team-mates, ‘Their lack of effort in 
a game as big as that was nothing 
short of disgraceful. I did not play _ 
well But at least I competed. If you' 
can come off and say that, fine. But 
I do not think there were many who 
could.” 


SirAlf Ramsey's famous assertion 
that managers get too much credit 
and too much of the blame is lost 
on today's audience and is all too sel- 
dom considered by newspapers, ra- 
. did. and television- Thus, when 
Kevin .Keegan questioned publicly 1 
1 the. altitude shown by some of his 
players during last week’s loss at Ar- 
senal, it was seen as evidence of 
stress rather than valid criticism. 

The irritating fashion of holding 
managers entirely accountable 
brings, 1 think, from the fawning at- 
tention now given to players -of 
even moderate ability and gaps in 
the education of today’s audience. 

Cricket comes into it too. Before 
■Raymond Illingworth resigned this 


week as managerofEnglanditwas 

dear tfaathe felt let down by certain 
members of the team. ... 

Character, courage and similar 
qualities are shorthand forrelent- 
less determination, for being a 
lough competitor. Few charter 
awards could be bestowed on Eng- 
land’s cricketers in the recent World 

Oup or on the footballers who rep- 
resented Leeds at Wembley. 

"Manv team players today are 
occupied by their small piece or the 
action, and so preoccupied with 
themselves and their futures, that 
theyreaHy have no conception of 
personal responsibility. How many 
feel .the need to ask questions or 
th ems elves in a mirror? : 


SUPER LEAGUE: £87m new age of rugby league promises changes on the field 
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preparing to mount an invasion 


Rupert Cornwell, In Washington, cannot wait for Sunday, 
Opening Day of the 1996 major league baseball season 


happen on the field, not off it, 
commands the headlines, as 
the game readies for its first full 
length season since 1993. Not 
before time baseball is back to 
normal - or almost. 

A few of the game’s titans have 
departed since the Atlanta 
Braves took the 1995 World 
Series last October by defeating 
the Cleveland Indians. Aged 44 
and a grandfather, the venerable 
Dave Winfield has at last retired, 
after 23 seasons and career 
louds of 3,110 hits (19th in the 
all-time list) and 465 home runs 
( 14th aU-time). Gone. too. is the 
New York Yankees' graceful 
first baseman. Don Mattingly 
t though at 34. he does not rule 
out a comeback) as well as 
Sparky Anderson, the third on 
history's win list among major 
league managers, after 26 seasons 
in charge of the C in c i nn at i Reds 
and the Detroit Tigers. And the 
lords of baseball have also tin- 
kered slightly with the rules, 
lowering the strike zone slightly 
in the hope of producing quicker 
outs and shorter games. But the 
rest looks only too familiar. 

Atlanta and Cleveland were 


far and away the best of 1995, and 
they may very well be the 

strongest of 1996. In the National 
League, no team - even the New 
York Mcts with their current crop 
of promising youngsters - has 
pitching to rival the Braves and 
their starting rotation of Greg 
Maddux, lom Glavine, Steve 
Avery and John Smoltz. At- 
lanta’s hitting can be uninspiring, 

but it would be a sensation if they 

failed to win the NL East. 

In the NL Central Cincinnati 
looks the best bet. though the 
new manager. Tony La Russa. 
could turn the long-languishing 
St Louis Cardinals into divi- 
sional contenders. Even with 
Ryne Sandberg back at second 
base after a brief retirement, the 
Chicago Cubs are unlikely to es- 
cape their appointed role as 
baseball's most lovable losers. 
In fact, the most likely post- 
season challengers to Atlanta 
comes from out west in the 
shape of the Los Angeles 
Dodgers, built around a solid 
pitching staff led by the Japan- 
ese sensation Hideo Nome ( he 
of the whirling dervish throwing 
style) and the prodigiously 


talented young hitter and 
catcher Mike Piazza. 

In the American League too, 
but one question is asked: can 
anyone stop Cleveland? One 
hundred-game winners in the 
strike-shortened 1995 season, 
the Indians are arguably even 
better now. having added Jack 
McDowell to an already 
imposing pitching rotation, and 
enlisted Julio Franco to provide 
still more muscle for the most 
pulverising hitting line-up in the 
game. 

The Indians face no threat 
from their own AL Central Di- 
vision. and the West looks no 
more promising. The California 
Angels, traded from Gene 
Autry lo Walt Disney but still 
based in .Anaheim, south of LA, 
are on paper the roughest line- 
up, after the ground lost by Seat- 
tle over the close season. The 
lert-handed Johnson still causes 
mayhem, but first baseman 
Tino Martinez has gone lo the 
Yankees and Mariner fans must 
wander whether Ken Griffey 
Jnr, their club’s other resident 
superstar, will be quite the 
force of recent seasons. 


Indeed the real threat to the 
Indians lies in the AL East, 
arguably the most competitive 
division in the mayor leagues. 
New York, Baltimore and 
Boston all have a shot - the Ori- 
oles and Yankees indeed have 
waged a multi-million dollar 
pay-roll war, which has brought 
Toronto's All-Star second base- 
man Robbie Alomar to Balti- 
more, and Martinez and the 
Texas Rangers’ pitcher. Kenny 
Rogers, to New York. Probably 
the Yankees have come out nar- 
rowly ahead. Baseball's most 
tried adage is that ultimately 
great pitching beats great hit- 
ting, and for all their power in 
the second department, both the 
Orioles and the Red Sox are sus- 
pect in the firsL 
And the post-season? With the 
insolence of six-month foresight, 
and in blithe dismissal of the 
vagaries of form that will un- 
doubtedly occur. I predict Cham- 
pionship' Scries between New 
\bifc and Cleveland in the Amer- 
ican League, and Atlanta and 
Los Angeles in the National 
League. .And. to paraphrase Os- 
cars nighL the winners win be... 
the Indians and the Dodgers, 
with Cleveland prevailing at the 
end to clinch its first World 
Championship since 1948. 


Wembley prices 
far too high 

/row L Calvert 

Sin Tbo right, Glenn Moore 
(Fans snub Wembley evening, 
26 March). It’s about time more 
was written and spoken about 
the prices at Wembley for inter- 
national games. I’m sick of 
hearing commentators criticise 
football fans for not M support- 
ing” England. 

My son has never been to an 
international game at Wembley 
because we can’t afford to buy 
a seat that is not level with the 
turf with a view of - the foot- 
ballers studs and little else. 

Apart from the extortionate 
prices of the tickets -what about 
the booking fees that Wembley 
Box Office charges? How many 
other organisations charge you 
a booking fee when you ring 
them direct? 

My son has been to see his 
local team, Luton Town, a num- 
ber of times now. Many of bis 
visits have been free because of 
Luton's policy of circulating 
local schools with concessionary 
tickets. 

Why pay all that money to see 
a probable lousy performance 
anyway? We'd rather spend the 
money on a couple of videos of 
Brazil or Italy. 

Yours sincerely 
LENA CALVERT 
Luton, Bedfordshire . 


SPORTS 

LETTERS 


Fans marginalised 

From Mr I Muter 

Sin Can' I warmly congratulate 

Guy Hodgson for his excellent 

article “Football fans count 

cost of rising prices” (18 

March). 

■ I believe it raised a number 
of important points regar ding 
whether or trot our national 
game, football can sustain itself 
economically in the long term. 
More and more traditional fans 
are being priced out of the 
game they love. 

Many people in my area now 
feel economically marginalised 
by Middlesbrough's current all 
season ticket policy for League 
games. - 

Football should start listen- 
ing more to the supporters 
who invest thousands of 
pounds every year, to devise' 
sensible pricing policies that 
aim not to lock, out many fans 
on lower incomes. If it does not 
do this, the bubble may burst, 
and immeasurable damage to 
our national game may occur 
Ifear. 

Yours faithfully, 

IAN MUTER 

Campaign for Non Season- 

Tickets 

Cleveland 

26March 


Victory over prejudice 

From Mr N Renter 
Sin Those who laud, the impor- 
- tance of the three-day game and 
Test cricket usually understate 
and underplay the importance of 
the one-day game. The World 
Cup proved beyond doubt that 
the short duration game 
with excitement ancf sk3L 

.It showed cricketing prowess 
: ai the highest level and re- 
vealed that the one^day game is 
the most demanding for all as- 
pects of cricketMost important 
of all; it provides a greater test 
than the long duration versions. 

^Cricket . instinct ~ defines 
cricketing skills, and the time 
demands made by the short 
duration game test tius.instmct 
more thoroughly. . than the 
games of longer duration. Mis- 
takes are lessrecoveraHe, and 
derisions and choices in the heat 
of the situation, more crucial. 

By winning, the Sri Lankans 
have hit at foe root of cricketing 
prejudice and ignorance. 

Yours 

NIGEL KERNER 
Northampto nshire 

Letters should be marked “For 
publication*’ and should con- 
tain daytime and emiing phone 
“““hers. They should be seat 


-E14 5DL. They may 1 


Indians 

Shortly a/ier fipm Pacific lime 
on Sunday evening, one of the 
most frightening practitioners of 
anv sport will tuck a sLray loose 
end of lank greasy hair under 
his cap. He will then glare bale- 
fully al his opponent before coil- 
ing his gangling Aft lOin frame 
into a human catapult and 
pitching a small white ball at the 
hitter 60 feel away, ai a speed 
of 9l'l miles an hour or more. 
Randy Johnson will be back at 
work for the Seattle Mariners, 
and the 1996 Major League 
Baseball season will he up and 
running. 

Forget the March solstice, 
daffodils and the rest; the real 
proof of a North American 
spring is Opening Day - and 
never more so than this year, 
ban ishing at last one of the hard- 
est winters in decades. The 
Boys of Summer are back and, 
it would .seem, in relatively 
good humour. True, players 
■»r.d owners still have "not 
reached a new contract agree- 
ment. But the 1994/95 strike is 
a receding nightmare. Don 
Fehr. the chief players’ union 
negotiator whose" curled-lip 
sneer was Lhe trademark of the 
longest and costliest profes- 
sional sports dispute in history, 
is nowhere to he seen. What will 


evolution 
h reate ns 
old guard 


lhe posturing and poli- 
ticking. mercifully and 
probably only temporarily, 
is over. The playing of Super 
League begins this weekend. Al- 
most a year to the day from the 
historic decision to restructure 
the game in return for an even- 
iual £87m from Rupert Mur- 
doch's News Corporation, we 
will start to see whether it works. 

Some of the changes that the 
revolution has ushered in were 
overdue. Gubs have long needed 
to operate more professionally 
and players should have had 
their workload reduced to one 
match per week years ago. 

On other innovations, such as 
the switch to a summer season, 
the jury is not only still out, but 
deeply split. Tbo many clubs see 
it as tin automatic answer lo all 
the problems they have allowed 
to accumulate, so their enthu- 
siasm must, in many cases, be 
taken with a large pinch of 
condiment. 

More convincing is the fact 
that most players arc all for it. 
All right, many of them have 
been handsomely paid to make 
the right noises." but there is a 
genuine feeling of anticipation, 
of looking forward to playing 
once a week, in decent condi- 
tions. They are. after all. the 
ones who will have to make it 
work. 

That means that the standard 
of the competition, especially in 
the 12-team top division that car- 
ries the Super League logo, will 
be scrutinised as never before. 

It is all very well to bang the 
drum about how great it is 
going to be. It is the players - 
largely ihe same ones that the 
public would not turn out to 
watch in sufficient numbers in 
the winter - who must deliver. 
Selling aside all qualms about 
the methods and motivations 
behind it all, it is possible for 
these men at lhe culling edge 
;o nuke it all make sense. 

ft could even be argued thai 
Super League has been fortu- 
nate in its liming. The most 
dominant side the code has 
seen, the Wigan team that has 
almost monopolised domestic 
honours for almost a decade, is 
showing signs of strain. It has al- 


ways been something of a myth 
that everything at Wigan was so 
slick and professional. They 
certainly have been on the 
pitch; noL always off it. 

They have potentially ruinous 
problems in their financial and 
administrative affairs and are not 
looking too impressive in play- 
ing terms either. They were so 
poor in a friendly at Salford - 
their conquerors in the Chal- 
lenge Cup two months ago- last 
weekend that their coach, 
Graeme West, has had to warn 
that heads, and senior heads at 
that. wflJ roll. Veiy un Wigan. 

So the opportunity is there 
for another club to, at the very 
least, mount a serious chal- 
lenge. The two teams best 
equipped to do that are the two 
Wembley finalists, St Helens 
and the Bradford Bulls, not just 
because they have shown their 
mettle on the way to the Chal- 
lenge Cup final, but because 
both dubs are in the process of 
changing their culture. 

-At Bradford, that has meant 
getting rid of the over-reliance 
on ‘•old heads”. At Saints, it 
means losing the old conviction 
that flair on its own is enough, 
even though the evidence of the 
past 20 years is that it is not. 

Brian" Smith, at the Bulls, and 
Saints’ Shaun McRae are mak- 
ing rapid progress, but the suc- 
cess they have achieved this 
season could get in the way. It 
will be fascinating to see how 
both sides cope with having their 
first five Super League matches 
before Wembley. 

This is new territory. Under 


On target: Castleford's Frano Botica rehearses far this weekend's Super League kick-off Photograph: Simon Wilkinson 


the old structure, sides' league 
fortunes were already largely 
determined by Cup final time, 
and there was an inevitable 
tendency for minds to wander. 
Now they are going to have to 
develop split personalities, 
concentrating on their main 


business in Super League while 
also preparing for 27 April. 

For a dark horse, lookno fur- 
ther than Sheffield Eagles. Dur- 
ing an inspired run in the 
second half of the last winter 
season, they beat every other 
team apart from Wigan. They 


now have a depth in their squad 
that enables mem to leave out 
fully fit players who would have 
been automatic choices on one 
leg not too long ago. 

A real fight at the top of the 
table involving these clubs and 
possibly others - Leeds, if they 


TQA KOHE-LOVE 

Warrington 

Alex Murphy suffers from a con- 
genital inability to remember his 
name, but many other people 
could be familiar with it by toe 
end of toe season. An elusive and 
imaginative centre, comparisons 
with Wigan’s Henry Paul are flat- 
tenng at the moment, but may 
not seem so far-fetched when this 
20-year-old New Zealander finds 
his feet 


DANNY ARNOLD 

StHeferis 

Competition for places in Saints’ - 
back fine is fierce, . but Arnold 
cannot be held back for long. Her 
can play anywhere in toe backs 
and, blessed as he is with 
speed, unlimited self-confidence 
and - unlike some of his con- 
temporaries - physical size, a 
regular place wiH have to be 
found for him soon. 


ADRIAN MORLEY 

Leeds 

Only 18, but already a powerful 
figure in the pack. Tbckfes with 
thunderous force and looks ex- 
actly toe sort of forward who will 
thrive In summer rugby. Leeds 
have shown how much they 
think of him by signing him tip 
to a new four-year contract and 
declaring that intend id build 
their pack around him. 


FERETI TUILAG!. *./ 

Halifax ; • : ; y" -- 

The. Western Samoan tore®*: 
quarter was an unknown name 
here wtten he arrived in toe mid- 
dle of last winter, but is the sort 
of player who should flourish on 
firm, fast grounds. ;An explosive 
runnecwttfi power, pace and an 
eye fora gap..TuHagl has the abil- 
ity to be as exciting as any back 
in toe Super: League.-. V. . 


can sort themselves out, per- 
haps - will do more to sell 
Super League to the broader 
public it must attract than any 
amount of packaging. That is 
not to say that the packaging is 
not important Gobs are 
promising a foil afternoon, or 
evening, of entertainment, and 
if they make a mess of it there 
will be no shortage of critics to 
mock the hopelessness of it alL 

On the field, the' packaging 
must not be allowed to obscure 
the qualities that the product al- 
ready has. ha the rush to speed 
and hype it up for a new audi- 
ence, the game must not lose 
sight of the virtues that make it 
worthwhile in the first place. 

There is a danger, in the 
direction that new roles and new 
presentation techniques are tak- 
ing it, of reducing rugby league 
to fast food, when what people 
really want is substantial fare. 
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Football 

RUPERT METCALF 


Reports that ifieir prolific cen- 
tre-forwaKLAlanShearer, will 
miss the rest of the ^easonhave 
been diaiossedasalannist noo- 
seme ty Blackburn Rovers. 

It has been rumoured that the 
England^ striker has a hernia., 
condition- - but- the Ewood 
Park dub. insist that Shearer 
may hie available-for Saturday's 
FA Carling Premiership home 
game against Everton. He was 
ruled out of last night’s in- 
ternational friendly against Bui- - 
garia with a groin strain. - 

Tony Pukes, Rovers’ assistant 
manager, said: “The fact is that 
Alan has £pt a bit of a groin 
strain, which he has had for a 
week or two and he-has felt -a 
little sore after games. We cer- 
tainly don't see it as a long-term' 
problem and at tins moment he 
is vety much m the picture for 
Saturday;"^ 

Predictably, Blackburn were 
among the dubs doing business 
yesterday before this afternoon's . 
transfer deadline. Rovers have 
set up a £l-3m move for Grims- 
by’s 22-year-old defender Gary 


international midfielder John 
Collins to" oyer £2m, while Paul 
PescidsoUdo may be on his way 
bade to Birmingham from Stoke 
for a fee of £750,000 plus the 
left-back,' John nahL 
Theforraer Manchester City 
Striker Carl Griffiths is expect- 
ed to join. Peterborough from 
Portsmouth for £200.000, while 
the Luton right-back, Des Lin- 
ton, is also on his way to Peter- 
borough for £150,000. Having 
turned down Portsmouth, the 
veteran Middlesbrough striker 
Paul WiDdnson is joining Luton 
on loan, Preston bavepaid a chib 
record £200,000 for Tramp ere’s 
32-year-oJd former Wrexham 
striker. Gary BennetL 
The temperamental New- 
castle United striker, Faustino 


Croft, who can play ing central 
defence or at left-back. The 


defence or at left-back. The 
Blackburn manager. Ray Har- 
ford, has been trailing die play- 
er since last summer, when he 
was in charge of the England 
Under-21 side at the Toulon 
tournament, where Groft was a - 
member of his squad.. 

One of the few deals that was . 
completed yesterday saw Chari- 
ton Alhieric'sign Queen’sPark 
Rangers’ former England Un- 
der-21 international 1 striker, 
Bradley Allen, for £400,000. 

“I have had seven gtiod years 
at QPR, but things teve petered 
out just recently” Allen, now. 54, 
said. T feel I can do. the busi- 
ness and l am looking forward 
to helping the club bid for the 
Premiership.” The LoftusRoad 
outfit have also completed the 
sale of the Australian interna- 
tional defender, Ned Zelic,to 
Eintracht Frankfurt for 
£750.000. . - . “ 

Bolton Wanderers have 
signed tfre RfiUwafi striker, §coti 
Tkylor. The Premiership sfriig- , 


the teams headquarters for 
: tonight’s international with Bo- 
livia. Asprilla claimed personal 
problems had delayed his arrival 
m Medelhn, but the team coach, 
Ivan Dario Gomez, was not in 
a forgiving mood. < . 

Asprilla arrived nine hours 
later than expected, after a 
. Colombian televirion station 
alleged that he had been seen 
drinking with a group of friends 
in the small town of Manizales. 
A furious Gomez said: “Aspril- 
la's attitude is very bad and 
shcrro a lack of discipline. I can- 
rot allow him tobebove like this. 
He cannot play tricks with us. 
We are the national team.” . 

Asprilla, 4 who was initially 
dropped from the team but 
then reinstated, replied: T am 


from Staines Tbwn a year ago: 
The Bnruden Park dub are 
also" set. to complete .the 
£400,000 transfer of Bradford 
City’s goalkeeper, Gavin WkiiL 
Everton are' ready to raise 
their bid for Celtic’s Scottish 


team with 13 goals, as they pur- 
sue the Lancashire League Sec- 


sue theLancashire League 
ond Division title/ . 


Allcock pulls off coup at last 


Bowls 


Tony Allcock, the defending 
champion, played ope of his 
‘"best -ever pressure bowls 7 ' to 
snatch a superb 25-24 win over 
his main section -rival, Noel 
Kennedy of Hong Kong, at the 
World Championships in Ade- 
laide yesterday. 

The scores were lodged at 
24-24 when Kennedy drove the 
jack into the ditch with his. 
penultimate delivery, his touch- 


er coming to test a couple of 
feet from the target - 

ADcockthen produced an in- 
cxedit^ last bbwt drawing to the 
brink of the ditch on the light- 
ning-fast green to lie shot when 
Kennedy’s last despairing effort 
to remove it missed. Allcock per- 
formed a dance of delight. 

It. climaxed an excellent 
comeback from the Chel- 
tenham man, who had recov- 
ered from 24-15 down to level 
al24-24 going into the decider. 


IBF told to strip Botha of title 

. An American district rudee 


The IntemationalBoxingFied- 
eration has been ordered by a 
New Jersey federal court to strip 


its heavyweight champion, 
Francois Botha, of bis title. . 

Germany's Axel Schulz and 
his promoters filed the law suit, ’ 
claiming the South African 
should lose his.titie because aL ' 
ter he beat Schulz for the vacant 
crown in December, he terieef 
positive for steroids. " 


- Ah American district judge 
-yesterday ruled that the IBFs 
. failure .to remove the champi- 
on after . he admitted using 
steroids wtis an “egregious” vi- 
- elation of their own rules. 

Lawyers for the IBF and 
Botha^ who was being lined up 
to face Mike Tyson, have indi- 
cated that - they will appeal 
against the ruling, but if their ef- 
. forts prove unsuccessful, Schultz 
. looks' likely to meet Michael 
Moorer for the vacant title. 





sport 


with the family to sort oul” 
Newcastle are not in action un- 
til next Wednesday, Mien they 
play at Liverpool. . 

Manchester United have lost 
their appeal to the Football As- 
sociation over an illegal ap- 
proach to the former Oldham 
Athletic schoolboy, David 
‘ Brown. Yesterday’s derision by 
an FA commission means the 
£2Q,000fme imposed at the orig- 
inal hearing m Januaiy stands, 
with tiie dub feeing costs from 
both that case and the appeal. 
United have been given 14 days 
to pay. both the fine and. costs. - 

Brown has been allowed to 
remain af United, who next 
week wiBl earn from a Football 
League .appeals committee the 
amount of compensation they 
must pay to. Oldham. The 17- 
year-old Bolton-born player is 
. the leading scorer in United’s B 




Lakers triumph as 


Orlando finally lose their magic Yugoslav 

relaunch 
relies on 




SPORTING D I G EST 


Athletics 

Vicky McPherson and Robert Quinn will 
spearhead Britain's challenge in the 
World Road Relay Championships In 
Copenhagen on 13-14 April. McPher- 
son was the second- htabest-placed 
BrtimbehWfaufeRadcfifftintfwiAWd 
Cross-Country Championships m Stel- 
lenbosch test weekend, whle Qufvn only 
narrowly feSed to qualify for South Africa. 

BRITISH TEAM {World Road Rainy Champt- 
oosbips, Copenhagen, 13-14 AprHh Man: 
lMow J Sc*,. C Sweeney. 7 Mac R Com Ste 
N Caddy, I G«espe. P Tayfcr. Women: 10km: 
A V**y. K MacLeod. T lam V McPIwcmv SKik 
S Bemfey. S McGeorgo. A Wlwconne. 


WESTERN conference 

MIDWEST DTVTSHJN 

■San Antonis 50 18 

*Ut»h__ -48 20 


Dranrer— 

Mfemocota. 

DMta 

VkoeoMT. 


47 27 

=8 41 

— -23 45 


735 

.706 2 

.609 SWa 
.406 22Vj 
J38 27 

304 2S*a 
.184 


Cycling 

TOUR OF SARDMA (Quran: SanfMea. Sradtaa. 
167km) First stage (Italian unions stated): 1 

D ZanifTO 4h* 17mm ifnec. 2 A Bart: 3 E Beran: 
4 G FKBsmenco at sanv ume: 5 6 CSens. + 5s«= 
6 M Finest ■same nmt; LaadlntoweiaB stood- 
incs: 1 i-nece 4rro lTfnn 33sec;2 Bart +2sec; 
3 BcfRn -4: 4 Percorwrrea *-3: 5 roner-es; +6: 
6 Gotamoo -t9 


PACIFIC DMSTON 


le£ liuraOcrwign Tunny u Hyde 2. UnffTIloRrat 
Dnrfsfeo Cup serakfimM second leg Aihemr, 
lR 1 AKnncn 2 lagg. &-U fieaznr Hemes Langua 
Pranwr DMatoK AWnwne J VS Rj0>f l; Csm- 
Ky 2 '3'WlCV O: Oorwasier 0 Halesowen Town 
ft ii»v««nci 0 GkjucasMr 0: Sraflom 1 Hasnngs 
1: Mwy Tydfu 0 Crenenram 1. MkHana DM- 
stac aeowm 3 Dudley 1: Buctownam o 
Bitsron 2: Evesftam 2 King's Lynn 3: Laoesiey Uia 
2 SuTWn Cc/JihM i TWnwortn O Nunomr 3. 
Southern DMaien: Weymoudi 2 Pal* 1 0. Fed- 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP ttoup 0 (Uthuanta) 
Pool D: (Kaunai): YugD5fe«3 3 Sodtn kttBB 1; 
Spam 11 Australia 1. (BektranaD: UOkwm 7 
Israel i. 


-—35 34 

— -33 35 


Portland -33 35 

Gordon stata -31 39 

Sacr tuo o rrt o.. . -30 38 

LACUppara — 26 43 

■cAnrteaBtoy^fieitt 
r dhetied dtoJon Wt 


.783 

.627 n 
J507 19 
.485 20VJ 
.443 23^9 
.441 23kj 
.377 28 


Basketball 

The Newcastle Cornels, who were 
bought by Sir John HaU eartierthis week 
as part of his Newcastle United Sport- 
ing Club, have reappointed Russ Saun- 
ders as their player-coach far next 
season. 

NSW: Aaarna U4 Taranto uz- wueiw^on 88 
Oeurtaid 89: DetRM 88 VJrcauw 7& IndBna 
lCGBooar 9& LA Lakera 113 Ckiando &1; New 
¥trt 83 Hoosam 74; Cttadow US Oenrer 112 
(«2): Phoerm.102 Sotsamenm 98. Sean; 114 

GOtttfi St3tEl02rLACippec>103 MfiKUiee97. 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
ATLANTIC DIVISION 

W L Pet GB 


NOW York. 

Mtom|_ 

WasMngtoo — 
New Jeraoy — 


L Pet GB 
IS .743 
- 37 2»7 1 DV» 

33 .515 16 

37 .464 19^9 

41 .406 23^3 

43 J77 ZS^a 

56 J88 38"i 


PMMtotpMa 13 56 JB8 38"l 

CENTRAL DiVISLON 

tCWeaao_ 60 8 982 

bttMano— —42 27 .£09 1BV2 

Attaota 39 29 .574 21 

Ctomamd -39 30 .565 21V9 


30 .565 ZIV 9 

30 .565 21Vi 
33 .515 SB 

47 J09 39 

50 265 42 


RACING RESULTS 


Bowls 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS [AOetekJa) SRgMs: 
Section A: P Matatevu K J Riveros lArg) 

25-16; T Alleock lEng) 01 N Kemady iHK) 25- 
24; O Fowter {Kenw bi T Maaim (tnai) 25-9. 
section 8: R Braswy tNZi M P KmB« (Bra) 
25-1L 1 Quenpei (Sueml m S Aten nrei 25- 
2ft B Wtsco iNcrt* 11 H J L \fanderarwf CZarriDi 
25-7; R Come I Scot « A Homos (Sway 26- 
4. Secflon C: D Ctdnz (NamitM) M A Hicta (Bosi 
25-17; M GJrfarxl (Can) bl J P Pomateu (P«Gl 
2S«j J FtabWi (ls»i ht Hen Yoooe Ctai iS«y 
25-6; N Burt an ISA) tn 2 Baba (MaUyi 25-13. 
Section 0. K Mrtow (Ausi «MP Totoo iCtte 
l) 25-10; D Le Manweno ueraeyl tn P Shaw 
1 Maiawi) 25-20: J PWce iWafl K I Dion WSi 
25-7. Four* Section A: Austraba « Maura 
37-13; Scotland H Cook bends 38- 8; Ireland 
or Singapore 23-13; ZmbaDue or iemay 23- 
16: Ausoaka W Scotland 25-12: Ireiand bt 2m- 
oabwe 22-15: Jersey » Snganora 33-7; 
Malawi 20 Cooh Islands, 20-16. Sectkra Bz New 
2«wand bi Brad 4013: Canxa br Pa&a Nw 
Gunea 19-18: Namiba 01 Nort* hland 18- 
17; Papua New Guinea bt Brazil 24-16, New 
Zenana 01 Canada 26-17: Hong Kong « Nor- 
ma-. Island 26-18. SocUon CS South AJnca bt 
Botswana 26-12; England bt Malaysa 2^- IB: 
Guernsey bl Thailand 2S-7; Sw&siand bt Kenya 
23-12: Engand bt Tiqilvul 38-6; Guernsey or 
Maiavsra 30-20; South Afitca « Kenya 31-11: 
Swatitand bi Botswana 32-12. Section D: b- 
real Bt Ft< 18-17; Western Samoa bt United 
State 18-15: wates M 2an»ia 44-14. Argpnona 
bt Wesum Samoa 34- 18 ; Israel bt Zambia 35- 
li: Wales bt F(i is - 16 


m 


tea** 


m 


£240; £1-50, £5^0. £13.10. OF: £32.60. 
CSF: £28.66. Tho; £190.40. 

Ptncopct £118.40. QttadpoC £49.00. 
Ptace 8: 07.63. Place 5: £47 J7. 


a 


m 


m 


s 


UNGFIELD 

a rm x. vmrpom <r Spate! lo-u 2 . 
Domah Ansain 2-7 lav: 3- Vtctoiy Bound 
5-1.6 tan. lv*. 5 (R ChariBn). TOW: £15.10; 
£4.00, £1-10. Dual Forecast: £2.40. CSF: 
£13.75. 

2.45: 1_ CAPTAIN MARMALADE U Tare) 
Z DwhamS-l; 3, JuBaMtreJdnvad- 


Crficket 

Incfia and Ratetan will meet In five one- 
day interna tionaJs In Canada in Sep- 
tember. The series, to be called the 
Friendship Cup, is part of s plan to pop- 
ularise the game worldwide. 

RARH TROPHY (Madras, taflaJFJret day a! 
five Karanatata 171 tor 2 (Scgth Somasunder 
99) v Taml Nadu. 


wz 
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TODAY S FIXTURES 


Football 

Bradford &ty hatre signed Glenn Ame 
Hansen from the Norwegian club 
Orobak'Frogn IL m a loan deal ro the 
end of the season. 

TRANSFERS: Joe Dime (Cefenotf liuinpiam 
m Colchester itiee': Tony SWwtwi ideVoMrt 
0*isea to 'AVaxhoe dree;. 

LOAN TRANSFER: Nefl Cutler i*Wke«et| 
wort Brerawcn io Cnesar. 

INTERNATIONAL RVEN0UC5 (AMrah SlOuSMa 

•i I&rran24. Tirrto 32. U'<6^\- 61. 63i Bo- 

larus 0. {Usban): FanuEtf 1 'Ocaano Hen 8“i 
Greece 0. (Baipode): Tue»sr« 1 (Smiorv: 51) 
BWTwma 0. 

EUROPEAN UNDER-21 CHAMPIONSHIP Quar- 
ter-Anal second leg (Prague): Czech Republic 
1 rjj&trt 5C> Spam 2 iRau) 73. 90) (Spain am 
4-2 on aggreprei. 

OLYMPIC QUAUFYWC TOURNAMENT Asian 
ZOoe filial (Shall Alain, Malaysia): South Ko- 
rea 3 flee Song Hun 79. Cha Torg Su can 82i 
Japan nst»« BOi. TWnl place ptoy-ofl: Sauh 
Ara09 1 [Omar Su'Jirrjri 96i Iraq 0 I after suo- 
DerKteKh eoj unei. i South Korea. Jepon mi 
S*xU V3th3 qiraflr, fS» ABanaj. 

TUESDAY'S LATE RESULTS; International 
tHemSteK Croaaa 2 Israel 0; Czech Rrs 3 Turt-p;- 

0. Europoan Under-21 Champ*orrahlp quortsr- 

fbHla teeond leg: Scrtano 3 Hungar, i (Scot 
land M a-3 on e&gK&tXK France 4 Oerrrar v 
1 France mn 4-: on ag#e&nei P Intomauonat 
K Imtart 3 3 .Vo™®, U-21 0. UnktfiZl bv 
temaUonae Sen hr- land 0 Buraia L EMslej0i 
murtnea League Second Dhtiton: 9nsao! Rvr; 
1 Ghwuif.eU 0: Cartsie 2 Rc'hutam ft Hu* t Tw 
0 Worts Courci 0: PehBJtMrouer 0 Saocorf ft 
v/ycorw 5 eraeron: C.^ 2. T<y> Cm 3 
Bourne nnx.tr 1 . 1. TWrd DwtUorc Cnei-jer l CJmp 
LW 1_ Fu»am 2 Ley: cm ftverr. l: Preswn 0 Bury 
ft SCuiWierpe 4 E«e"e« 0. CM Vauxne* Con- 
ference: Dover-2 1: nantav 2 Sctnwr 
2; MeafesCotd 0 NorrtrA*r 0: Teihre 1 Vtoonfi 
2. Ids Lofl0ie Premier Dhalon: Bmmie;.- 3 Wai- 
ipn S. Herutarn 2; Grays 0 Yeoir-1 2: Hayes 2 Pur- 
flee: 1; mmcon 0 Enfcjd 1; iGngsWjan 0 mnw 
1- First DMeleie 1 Stames 2: Baton 

Howrs 3 Mart* li 6awfK5iifi 3 Omra Ccy 1: 
Wembur* 2 TomnR 1; Wiwngrsam 0 Leyran Pen- 
nant 1 Second DMmloo: Becftm 0 Witftarr. 1: 
Dortlrg3 Cncmuni 3: Ecjjtara I Cr-afttn: St Fe- 
ist L. TIM DhaMocr Eos Ihun-xx 3 Hornchurch 
ft hanueli Heaui 1 Eoam 2; Lethlon 2 Trmg 
O: VAraate- 4 Fmctley 0 Horsham 1. Carttoo Cup 
seni-rinaia: Sorenam wood 4 Banos's Srortfora 
1: Soaon t/w 1 Carensnon l tMt] Carlton Thp 
pity seml-nnatE Caraev Island 1 Hungprfortl 1 
iomi Postponed: Banstod v TuSray. UntBond 
Laague Premier DMMme Bambar Bndgs 1 Ac- 
ennpon Stanley 1 Ffcal Dtvislorc Cunran Asn- 
w j vpi-vrijai ft rfesaoDO 2 iypna 3- Rec i te 
3 wwrmfi-cm 1. Ctudhange Cop aaml-nnal first 


oration Dreamy Northern League Ffcst Dtvl- 
skiK Dunswn FB 1 Epwfiion CW 0. Groat MBs 
League Premier Dfrtdore Odd Own 0 Caine 2: 
wesmuy 2 Chipormnarr, 2. H awrd United 
Goortkpe league Ptemler DMstaie Bosor Twm 
3 SL Corby 2: Dkw-ttxj^h 3 HdMorti 1; Porpn 
0 Stan. fora 0. httefSnk Express Midtoads Al- 
liance; Bonne* 0 BWflmere Si Mtuiacrt 3, Fto- 
ces»r 5 Halesowen Hamers ft RushaU Olympic 
3 Knyperyw Via ora 2: Shwenea 2 SDpenhiii 
ft Snartord 3 Perslrore 1: WiSenhaK 2 Sbtmal 1. 
bidusttW R e win ds Laegua Cup samHlnal sec- 
end lag: wm MJdOnCS Police 1 QMtnxyS ifigg- 
2-g. i e w son Eastern league Render ariHort: 
Sudbury Tow. 1 Wfflton 2; w&tocn 3 Hareeiffi 
0. North West Counties Languo Ftret DUsaort: 
FI oo*i 2 Nararaoh 1; Holher OM Boys O Trart- 
fc*d 2: Kidsgme 0 Mossty 1; Newcastle Town 
3 Dieddencn 0. Nodtuun Comtes East 
Leaguo Cup Se«ul-ntM: Stoctebnoea 1 Ossen 
Wbon 2 laet). Wtnstonioad Kent Laagae First 


DhnBocr Canterbury 1 Chatham 2: Fortejaooa 
hucta lOockAnhJli 1 : HytheO Fi*ness3; Stade 
Green 4 Greenwich Borough ft Thamesnead 0 
Tunbridge Wefts ft WhitstabW 2 Deal Z Unfct 


Sussex Coonty Loigue FM DhrisunK Pont- 
ponad; Three Braijes » Burgess HU. Leaguo of 
Wales: Inter Carder 2 Aoerynwyth ft Newioun 
0 Cwmbran P. Postponed: uaersws v Centres 
Bay. Law Cop saml-final first -toft Post- 
poned: Ebtto Vale v Batty. Ponb» Laagne Flret 
Drarstorc Evefton 1 Bcrtion Wenaererb 3. Sec- 
ond Division: Manchester City 2 Middles- 
tuough I_ Avon tftsurancs Combination First 
DMdorc Qwecn'c Part Rangers 2 Wimbledon 
1. Second Division: Plymouth Arg/e 1 Swan- 
sea 3: rorouay 5 Newport AFC L FA Youth Cup 
Qoarter-flnaL Manchester Dtv 1 VJsnWedon 3 
rWmofcoon meet VMest Ham in semi-ftrijhJ. 


Rugby Union 

SUPER-12: Audiiand Btues. 48 W Prawnce JO. 
NORTHERN DIVISION SQUAD (tocr-nott* 
tour of Haftr, Kay): PMassoy Worley). P Samp- 
son i.Oiley). D Rees iSalel. D Luger (OrmH). G 
Monaghan iLe#n. P Johnson lOireH. caoty. A 
Blyth twea Hafflepool) , C Enwiarson (Motley I. 
R Lfley isaei. N Ryan (Sale), S Cook (West 
HarOepool). M Wood (Harrofiaiei. P Wtnetao- 
ley lOnwii. 0 Baldwin (Htotofictti. M Shefiey 


fweet Hutlepaoll, S Diamond (Saiel.TGamotl 
IWaKefiriOi. D Baldwin (Steel, C Morphy (West 
Hartlepool). R Leach (West Habecooii. N 
Astnnt (Salei. CWest (Rothemam). U Gieon- 
wood fwasosi. B Kay (Waterloo. 


Hockey 


SECOND TEST (Btsham Abbey): Greet Braan 
2 Franca 0. &>am nb> series -ft 


REPRESENTATIVE GAMES (MBtoa KmnesV 
Hockey Assooatai 5 Engen (.mueisiUte 2: East 


Hockey Aasooaiem 5 Eogen LHniersiUte i 
Under- 21S J 6n0ch Utmeralies B 2. 


Snooker 

Royal Lwer Assurance yesterday an- 
nounced that they wiK not be renew- 
ing their sponsorship of the UK 
Championship, bnngmg to an end their 
tour- year association. 

BENSON UNO HEDG E S IRISH MASTERS (KB- 
An) Rrat round: K Doherty (Rep ol Hi tx J Woe 
(Enee-3. 


Ice bockey 

NHL- Wxtm0eri 7 NT k&nOets 1: Pfitsivtffi 
8 St Lnrao -t; Npw Jerter 6 Tampa Bav 4: ttn- 

mpeg & Dos* 2. 


Swimming 

French long-distance swimmer Anne 
Chagpaud has had a two-year sus- 
pension far a positive drugs test over- 
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TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


3,040,000 


The number of people who 
tuned into Radio Five Live in 
the early hours of 17 March 
to listen to th &r coverage of 
the Bruno-Tyson fight It was 
the station’s, iargest-ever au- 
dienee for a one-off event for 
which they had ©elusive world 
radio broadcasting rights. 


Snow reports 

Resort 

AUSTRIA 

Comfithms 

(Lower) 

CucKfitiORS 

(Upper) 

Area 

open 

Last 

snow 

Weathor Forecast 




70% 

57.3 

snousYan rtihrt 

Ntederau 

SchbMtmlng..... 

FRANCE 

closed 

..cpnr.E 

Spnng 

SOnng 

90% 

27.3 

23.2 

snCBtfrain mated 
ctoudy vanawe 

vanotrs 

-.pal cm 

SOftfig 

60% 

22.3 

'ii \ 

CKmd 

coWWsncw 




loot 

22.3 

cksuoy 

LI STlP» 

ITALY 







Coumuyeor ... 
SastiUfe — ... 
LMgno 

SWITZERLAND 

..soft 

.Spnng 

..tonne 

comtiaci 

spraig 

compact 

95Sa 

Sfi% 

100% 

22.3 

1B.3 

22.3 

cKxjc 

Joudy 

doudy 

cooier/snow 

powsnow 
ooss snow 




80S, 

22.3 

ram 

mtldiurmy 




60% 

22J 

ram 

ram^snow 

SPAIN 







Sierra Nevada.... son ng 

NORTH AMERICA 

spur* 

98% 

19.3 

Mjnry 

Sunny 

Beavor Creek . 
XnycteM 

.ackJtwdr 
.. petal pwdr 

powder 

powder 

lOtft 

100% 

263 

26.3 

douoy 

ctoudy 

srwwsnwrs 
Show shots 
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Stojkovic 


International roiinri-up 

RUPERT METCALF 


Orlando Magic's Shaquflie O’Neal tries In vain to shut out Magic Johnson, the LA Lakers' forward. In winning the game 113-91, the Lakers 
inflicted Orlando's first home defeat in a year and ended their 40-game winning run Photograph: Kevin Kolczynski/Reirter 


After enduring four years in ex- 
ile, Yugoslavia are determined 
to regain their status as one of 
Europe's elite nations. Ban- 
ished from competitive football 
since tbe 1992 European 
Championship, the Yugoslavs 
are building a formidable side 
as they prepare for their return 
to serious action in ihe 1998 

World Cup qualifiers 

In front of a fanatical 35JHIQ 
crowd at Belgrade's Red Star 
stadium yesterday, Yugoslavia 
earned a 1-0 friendly win over 
Romania. The home side's cap- 
tain, Dragan Stojkovic, once of 
Red Star and Marseille but 
now with Grampus Eight in 
Japan, scored the winner from 
a 52nd-minute free-kick. 

Yugoslavia, who can now 
call on players from just Serbia 
and Montenegro, had sum- 
moned almost all their lop 
players home from their clubs 
around the world, including 
Predrag Mijatovic of Valencia. 
Vladimir Jugovic of Juventus 
and Aston Villa's Wembley 
hero, Savo Milosevic. Milan's 
Dejan Savicevic pulled out with 
a leg injury sustained in train- 
ing yesterday morning, and his 
place was taken by Bolton's Sasa 
Currie. 

Euro 96 qualifiers Portugal 
failed to impress in a laboured 
1-0 win over Greece in Lisbon. 
They had to rely on an 87th- 
minute penalty from Oceano to 
beat the Greeks. The Por- 
tuguese coach, Antonio Oli- 
veira, chose to try out some 
fringe players, allowing regulars 
like Barcelona's Luis Figo and 
Juventus' Paulo Sousa to sit this 
match out The penalty was con- 
ceded when Oceano was 
tripped by Zissis Vrizas, who is 
currently with Sheffield United 

In Kuala Lumpur. Saudi Ara- 
bia beat their fonner Guff Whr 
adversaries, Iraq, 1-0 in sudden- 
death extra lime yesterday lo se- 
cure the third and last .Asian 
place at this year's Olympic foot- 
ball tournament. 

Saudi Arabia join Japan and 
South Korea from Asia to be- 
come Ihe lllh team lo qualify 
for the 16-team tournament. 
Brazil, Argentina, Ghana, Tu- 
nisia. Nigeria, France, Hun- 
gary and the hosts, the United 
Slates, have already secured 
their places in Atlanta. 

The Saudi substitute. Hussain 
Rashid, headed the winner in 
the seventh minute of extra 
lime. Japan and South Korea 
qualified by winning the semi- 
finals of the Asian qualifying 
tournament on Sunday. South 
Korea beat Japan 2-1 in yes- 
terday's final. 


Pools dividends 

UmawOODS: Treble chance: 24pts 

£1.40255100: 23 £20. 736.15, 22 1791.60: 
21 U0L25; 20 £2165. Four draws: £.72.15. 
10 homes: £13 80. Fhre away*: £1.041.00. 
FA Cup semi fmaBsbc Aston VAi - team No 
Z Cbefcea No 8; Liverpool No 20; Man Uid No 
21. Dividends £3.75. 

BRITTENS: Treble diance; 23pts £3J 7 2JX): 22 
£147 50: 21 £10.75: 20 LL7S. Four draws: 
£1585. Rw mqwR £29 40. ElgM homes: £2X0. 
TETTERS: Treble chance: 23pts £21.575.60; 
22 £11690. 2X ££.85; 20 £125 Top lOpts 
poot I6pts £341.00: 15 £22.00. Easy sfac 
£28-20. Four draws: £7520. E©it Homes: 
£2 00. Fora away*: £19.00. 

VERNONS: liable chance; 24pts none; 23 
£95.807.45: 22 £66435. 21 £48Jft 20 £955. 
10 homes: £13 75. Five sways: £45.55. 


turned on appeal. Chagnaud, fourth in 
me 25hm women's race ar the 1394 
World Championships, tested positive 
for the stimulant, etilphnne. at the 
marathon world senes event in Tapes, 
Brazil, in Januaiy 1995. 


Tennis 

UPTON CHAMPIONSHIPS [Key Bwane, Flori- 
da) (prefix denotes seeding) Men's fourth 
round: M Joyce i USl M M RossenSwn 1 6 -J 6 -H 
V Space* (US! W R Krapcek (Neb.) 7-6 6-2: A 
Bosncn iFrj m S EdOer^ iseei 3-6 6-4 6-2: m 
Crone lUSietP Marta (£2 Reel 6-3 3-6 6-3: A 
Agassi iuSi tn 5 Lareau (Cam 6-t 6-4; G Nann 
WVK tCraal br A Mwwflfv HJwi 7-66-4; P Sam- 
pras (US' 0lTManmM5l6^6-4: JCouner iUS> 
bl M Tsobun lAus; 3-6 6-4 7-5. Doubles: L Lnto 


lArgi ana J Sancnet iSpi H M rjxwtes (Bam and 
D Nesior (Care 6-3 5-4; .1 Eagle and A Ftoren: 
(Alhi bl B Lescn end S heMlto IUSI 6-4 3-66-3: 
P McEnroe (USi and S Stoss <Ausi V. M Oosting 
(Noun am C Stei tCt R«I 6-3 3-6 6-3: E For 
reea and P Casraitb (US) br A Correia iSpi and 
S Scnaften (Bell 4-6 6-1 6-5: B Back (Zmi and 
G Corel* i fflemi) w K There* and J wane rusi 
«o. Women's quert sM I ne lm L Dawnoon (USi 
pi A Huber (Gen 6-0 6-1: 8 Gra) (Gen tn v. Date 
LkVKfli 7-6 6-3 Doubles, fourth rand: i Me- 
Ned tUSi arc H SuKwa (CsRepi m IvHUms ,-uSi 
and M do Swartr (SAi 7-6 6-2: M McGram iusi 
and L Nedano ILati tn D Gianem and L WAu (USi 
6-2 6-4: N Arendt (USi and M SouegraT irwim 
bt K Boo^n ano M Ctenarw iNetm 6-2 5 3. C 
Rubin (USi and B SctiulE-tg'cCi'tm iNetm tn > 
Basuhi nndoni ara C Va rttetni 6-2 64: R Hid- 
oYerana « Pb AtSi bi M rtinps (Srau ana a hu- 
Her (Gan 6-4 0-6 6-3. j HAara-Oecuga anc N 
Tauaai (Fn w L Raymarv: ena G Sabaaru 015)6-4 
6-4: l Dairen pore anc M J Fernanda: 'USi at A 
Lerwre and C Moranu ruSi 6-2 f-2. 
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SUPERSEDING THE OLD LEAGUE 

Dave Hadfield on rugby’s revolutionaries 28 




* victory over Sebastien Lareau, of 

page^6; photograph; Rhqha “Wisc^AFP 


unidentified person, the news- 
paper said, adding Chebotary: 
ov lost consciousness for a time. 

“I was lying on the floor: for 
some time," the paper quoted 
Chebotaryov as saying* adding 
thartbe official again threatened 
hm after he was knocked down. 
Officials at Dynamo could not: 
be reached fw comment. 

Chebotaryov had: awarded 
league leaders Spartak a penal- 
ty in the 45th mmnte for shirt- 
pulling which allowed Spartak 
to earn a point in the 1-1 draw. 


Leeds go 
back to 

drawing 
board 


Football 


ADAM SZRETER 

Leeds began the task of pick- 
ing up the pieces of their shat- 
tered season when they 
reported back to Elland Road 
yesterday. 

Their manager. Howard 
Wilkinson, booed by his own 
supporters after the'3-fi Coca- 
Cola Cup final defeat against 
Aston Villa on Sunday, faced 
up to the task oflifling morale 
for the rest of the term. 

He said: "It will lake a while 
for the hurt inside me to sub- 
side but the remaining nine 
games have to be used'in the 
best interests of Leeds United. 
That means picking up as 
many points as possible and 
finishing as high up the table 
as we can." 

Wilkinson's task will not be 
easy. Tomas Brolin's agent is 
actively trying to find the un- 
happy Swedish World Cup 
striker another club, while 
Carlton Palmer's outburst 
against some of his team- 
males after Sunday’s defeat 
suggests a rift that will be 
hard to heal. 

Wilkinson refused to com- 
ment on his own future, de- 
spite assurances from his 
chairman, Leslie Silver, and 
the managing director. Bill 
Fotherby. that he is not facing 
the sack. “1 will have my sav in 
due course," he said. 

Much could depend on the 
Leeds crowd’s reaction during 
Saturday’s home game against 
Middlesbrough. 

The Rangers manager. Wal- 
ler Smith, could be poised to 
add a third Danish player to 
his Ibrox staff. The striker 
Mikkel Beck is set to join the 
Scottish champions, according 
to recent reports. Beck, who 
currently plays for Fortuna 
Cologne in Germany's Second 
Division, will move to Rangers 
in a £I.3m deal, according to 
Danish newspaper reports. 

The 22-year-old would join 
fellow countrymen Brian Lau- 
drup and striker Erik Bo An- 


dersen at Ibrox. Andersen was 
a recent £1.5m recruit from 
Aalborg and scored twice in his 
home debut in a 3-2 win over 
Falkirk last Saturday. 

On Monday. Beck scored 
once and helped set up two 
other goals in eight minutes as 
Fortuna Cologne defeated 
Carl Zeiss Jena 6-0 in the 
German Second Division. 

Smith is reported to have 
watched that game and also 
saw Denmark in action against 
Germany in the friendly in Mu- 
nich last night. 

Beck's adviser. Kurt 
Behrens, said yesterday that 
there is also interest from 
Hamburg and a top Spanish 
club, but that the striker wants 
to go to Glasgow if personal 
terms can be sorted ouL 
“Mikkel kind of likes the 
idea of going to Scotland and 
joining up with Brian and 
Erik Bo at Rangers," Behrens 
said. 

“I do not know the position 
of talks between Rangers and 
his dub, but everyone Is telling 
me it is very positive. 

“As for between Mikkel and 
Rangers, there are a few things 
to be sorted out but it may not 
take too long." 

So many clubs will be con- 
testing next season's Uefa Cup 
that two preliminary rounds 
are planned to accommodate 
them ail. 

A spokesman for the gov- 
erning body of the game inEu- 
rope, Salvatore Cuccu. said 
yesterday that about 1 17 dubs 
were expected to enter this 
year's competition. The draw 
for the first preliminaty round 
will involve clubs whose fed- 
erations have been the least 
successful in Europe over the 
past five years. It will be staged 
in Geneva on 6 July and those 
matches will be played over 
two legs on 17 and 24 July. 

The draw for the second 
preliminary round will then be 
made on 26 July along with the 
preliminary-round draws for 
the Cup-Winners’ Cup and 
European Cup. 

More football, page 29 
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Maradona prepares fora 


Diego Maradona's “hand of 
God“ will need more divine in- 
spiration when the Argentinian 
goes into the ring with the for- 
mer world flyweight champion. 
Santos Ladar, next month. 

A newspaper in Buenos 
Aires has reported that the. 
Maradona will fight Ladar in a 
three-round exhibition contest 
in Cordoba on 3 April. 

For the first two rounds, 
both men will wear head pro- 
tection which will be discarded 
in the final round. 


During his preparations for the 
1994 World Cup finals — from 
which he was expelled for drug- 
taking - Maradona often boxed 
against retired fighters in a 
Buenos Aires gymnasium, and 
while playing for Napoli in the 
1980s he also fought against ju- 
nior light-middleweight champi- 
on Fatrizk) Ofiva in an exhibition. 

Maradona, 35, is playing for 
the Argentinian club Boca Ju- 
niors, but has agreed to the fight 
as part of the celebrations to 
marie the 15th anniversary of 


Ladar winning the world title 
against South Africa's Peter 
Mathebula in Johannesburg. 

A referee was beaten and 
knocked out in a dressing room 
inddent after awarding a con- 
troversial penalty in a Russian 

Premier League match between 

Dynamo Moscow and Spartak 
Vladikavkaz, a Russian news- 
paper reported yesterday. 

A spokesman for the Russian 
League said an incident had oc- 
curred involving the referee 
after Sunday's match and would 


be discussed by. a discqiliriarv.. 
committee on 2 Aprfi. ' ' . 

The spokesman declined to 
give any details and offidals al- 
leged to have been involved in 
the inddent could not be 1 ' 
reached for comment 

The Sports Express daily said 
theTeferee, Yuiy Chebbtaiyov, 
was bundled into -Dynamo’s 
dressing-room by a dub official 
after the match, which had end- 
ed in a 1-1 draw. He was then 
insulted, threatened by tie of- 
ficial and knocked down by 


in 


ACROSS 

Split involve Rector Iuvint; 
to give sermnn (6j 
Philo<*>pher out of step in 
moJc-rn times [5. 3) 
Embarrassed about contra- 
ceptive in garden 

1 1 Title must be correct 

12 Moor presenting extreme 
difficulty, too troublesome 
I o eo round i7) 

13 Fish defined in book sup- 
plied by university in Derbv. 
possibly! 7) 

14 Some take more thim usual 
interest in his drawing (5 ) 

15 Tramp making vou vcty 
tired.' (8) 

13 Disease producing horriblv 
foul scar (81 


20 Underwent physical change 
around zero Fahrenheit? 

(5) 

23 Pastor gujltv of negligence, 
it's assumed (7) 

25 Member holding canvas of 
The Fighting Temcraire? (7) 

26 Sound feature that's about 
almost the ultimate in radio 

15) 

27 Mock handicap student 
concealed (9) 

Divinity ascribed to old 
lump of wood in the vard? 
<$l 

Fare which was lower after 
introduction of service in 
Spring? (6 1 

DOWN 

Term for easy opponent, of- 


28 


29 


Ceramic article showing all- 
round merit (7) 

Order taxi to go to Paris 
first, for Spanish gentleman 
(9j _ 

Shrinking process possibly 
due to chemical breakdown 
of film? (14) 

Life-form you'll find right at 
centre of fossilized veg- 
etable mailer (5) 

Problems with characterisa- 
tion? (7) 

S Vehicle in rank? (6) 

9 Boxing supporter assuming 
IhercTl be criticism, with 
hindsight? (6-8) 

16 Anger about one coat cioth- 
ier's starling to divide into 
two (9) 

17 Zola production affected by 
a gremlin (8) 

19 Scientist with no time to put 
on Brussels-approved 
smock (7) 

21' Eggs, not one broken - cue 
for applause? |7) 

22 Collection that’s about to 
secure antique instrument 
16) 

24 According to theory, bride 
alwavs carries it (5 i 


Lomu’s happy return 
to Hong Kong Sevens 


Rugby Union 


tensive in the past (S') 
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Jonah Lomu will try to mix ro- 
mance with rugby 'during the 
three -day Hong Kong Sevens 
that starts tomorrow. Lomu’s 
new bride, Tanya Ruuer, who 
married the giant New Zealand 
winger in secret 10 days ago - 
much to the annoyance of his 
mother - is scheduled to fly in 
to Hong Kong in time lo "see 
New Zealand bid for their third 
successive title. 

Lomu has been shielded by 
the team’s management since he 
arrived on Saturday and he has 
not spoken about his tearful 
television appearance when he 
admitted he ivas scared his 
parents would have tried lo slop 
him marrying the teenager he 
met during last year’s World 
Cup in South Africa. 

But the 6 ft Jin, ISst Lomu 
said the pressure would not 
stand in the way of his Hong 
Kong Sevens performance. “I 
thrive on pressure - lam here 
to enjoy the tournament and 
play to the best of rav abilitv," 
he said. 


Lomu: Romance and rugby 


"It all started here in Hong 
Kong. My rugby career look off 
here last year and l will always 
be grateful for that. 

“I will not stop coming here 
unless I am dropped from the 
side.” said Lomu, whose dis- 
plays at the past two tourna- 
ments brought him to the 
attention of the world. 

New Zealand are hot 
favourites to win the (tile for the 
third straight year and give 
themselves a huge psychological 


boost before the Worid Cup 
Sevens in Hong Kong nest 
March. 

Their main rivals should 
again be Fiji, whose natural flair 
for seven-a-side rugby has won 
them a record seven titles at the 
Hong Kong Sevens. They are 
seeded to meet in a repeat of 
last year’s final, won 35-17 by 
New Zealand with Lomu scor- 
ing two superb individual tries. 

England, Scotland. Ireland, 
Atoles and France have entered 
teams and England, drawn in 
the same qualifying group as 
Scotland, are preparing for a 
tough encounter with a team 
featuring their Five Nations 
captain, Rob XVhinwright, stand- 
off Gregor Townsend and the 
wingers Michael Dods and 

Craig Joiner, 

For the first time, the tour- 
nament will be held over three 
days, with the teams split into 
six groups of four for the quali- 
fying matches on Friday nnd 
Saturday. . 

The sagroup winners will be. 
joined in the quarter-finals by 
the two second-placed teams 
with the best records? i, 
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. ROBERT FISK ' 

Beirut ••• 

PATRICK COCKBURN 

Jerusalem . r . . , 

.itie danger of an Israeli assault 
on southern Lebanon increased 
dramatically. last night after a 
loneHttbofiah suicide bomber 
; attacked i^e& : : occupatibn 
. troops in , ibe south. Of .the coun- 
iry v /.kiiKng ad - officer and 
woundnjg^CTeh,otiieTSoldiers: 

The. attack.—;, m iwhich the 

Hezbollah man miked up to an 
Israeli' motorcade in the village 
of.Taibe.and detonated explo- 


' sivcss. strapped to his waist - 
came onty horns after the US 
. ambassador 10 Israel urged the 
■primeMBrnsier, Shimon Peres, 
not to strike into Lebanon. 

' According to Israeli press 
reports, Martin Indyk, the US 
ambassador, telephoned Mr 
Peres and asked for restraint 
while America asked the Syri- 
an president Hafez al-Assad to 
restrain Hizbollah. Syria re- 
portedly promised to calm the 
area, while denying that it con- 
trolled Hizbollah actions. 

- One report from Thibe last 
night said that Major General 


Amiram Levin, the Israeli 
army’s northern commander, 
may have been wounded in the 
ambush, although there was 
no confirmation of this from 
IsraeL The officers were driving 
in four cars - two mili tary and 
two civilian - when the Hubol- 
■ Jah man struck. In retaliation. 
Israeli howitzers, artillerv, tanks 
and helicopter guaships'shellcd 
Lebanese villages north of the 
occupied area. 

In Beirut, a Hizbollah 
.spokesman made it dear that the 
assault had bean in revenge for 
the u a^ti-te^ro^kl' , summit in 


Egypt last week at which Mr 
Peres blamed Iran for the 
Hamas suicide bombings which 
killed 58 civilians in IsraeL “In 
response to the Shann el-Sheikh 
summit and to those who sleep 
on the doorsteps of the White 
House," - an apparent reference 
to the PLO leader Yasser Arafat 
- “a mujahed [holy fighter] at- 
tacked an enemy convoy todhy." 
the spokesman said over the 
Hizbollah’s Voice of the Op- 
pressed radio station. 

While Iran has repeatedly 
said (hat it does not condone at- 
tacks on civilians, it has made 


no Secret of its financial support 
for the Hizbullah. 

Rafiq Hariri, the Lebanese 
prime minister, hud pleaded 
only a day before the suicide at- 
tack for Lebanon to he spared 
any Israeli reprisals for the 
Hamas bombings, condemn- 
ing bellicose statements against 
Lsraei emerging from the Pales- 
tinian refugee camps as “unac- 
ceptable”. A: one point, he 

mentioned a television video- 
tape of Palestinian children 
supposedly training in Sidon to 
be “human bombs" in prepa- 
ration for suicide attacks. 


“We oppose such childish 
actions and denounce this kind 
of behaviour." Mr Hariri said, 
' Palestinians are visitors [siej 
here and they *Jiuuld behave ac- 
cordingly ... In future, we will 
respond with measures that 
protect Lebanon'* interests.” 

The fact ic. however, that the 
Hizbollah are a Lebanese guer- 
rilla group, supported - if some- 
times hall- heart edlv - by the 

Lebanese authorities and as- 
sisted by the Syrians, whose 
2u,l«H> troops in Lebanon sym- 
bolise the control that Damas- 
cus exercises over the country. 


It was the first Hizbollah suicide 
bombing this year, hut is un- 
likely lu be the last. 

Israel faces a dilemma in re- 
sponding to Hizbollah attacks. 
It would like to punish the 
Lebanese guerrillas, but does 
not want to suffer further ca- 
sualties. H also suspects that 
Hizbollah will have dispersed in 
expectation of reprisals. Mr 
Peres said: “We do not usually 
launch operations when there 
is an air of expectancy.” He ad- 
mitted that he had not autho- 
rised a strike last week because 
President Ointon was in Israel. 


At the same time Mr Peres, 
who faces an election on 2 f * 
May . does not want to appear 
weak in the face of continuing 
Israeli casualties in Lebanon. 

The guerrillas recently 
changed their tactics, according 
to Israeli sources. They say 
that Hizbollah started operat- 
ing two or three well-trained 
companies inside the Israeli- 
controlled zone operating close 
to Lhc Israeli border. In a series 
of carefully planned and suc- 
cessful actions they have tailed 
h and wounded almost 30 Israeli 
soldiers in three weeks. 


As Afghanistan’s conflict goes on, a young boy becomes its latest victim. Tim McGirk reports 



7Thafi^df.ira^e: 6hiilam Sadfq, 12, who Stepped oa a mine whlle cotiecting wood, lies fn hospftaHn Kabul attended by his distraught mother, Asifa 


Photograph: Tom Pilston 


Crippling legacy of interminable civil war 


Kabul -Ghulam Sadiq, 12, had 
gone without even a piece of 
naanbread for a day and a half 
when he; left bis' mud-walled : 
home in the cliffs above Kabul 
and went in search of firewood 
for his family; 

Running along the sewage-: 
filled ravine, Ghulam passed the. 
cemetery, where many of his 
neighbours and relatives ; lie. 
buned, killed by stray rockets 


his chest and into his head, 
blinding him in one eye. ’ 

The thudding boom of a 
mine exploding is a sound that 
everybody in Kabul knows and 
dreads. Foreign sappers have 
discovered 52 minefields in and 
around Kabu£ Eveiy changing 
tide, of battle between the rival 
mujahedin factions has left an- 
other minefield in its ebb. Af- 
ter ope big skirmish a year ago. 


during Afghanistan's inter- in which President Burhanud- 

“ Ji o:L. n _ * 


minable rivil war. Silver tinsel 
wreathed their muddy, fresh 
graves. " • 

Further down the hiUsxde,. . 
friends of Ghulam who were 
carrying buckets of water from 
the well watched- him „ amble 
across the stone bridge (“Built 
by the English." Afghans say 
proudly). There, on the oppp-; 
site bank of the Kabul river, be- " 
side the zoo where most of the . 
animals have:died of himgenjr. 
been eaten by the ragged 
mujahedin fighters, stood sev- 
eral gaunt trees maimed by 
shellfire. It was there that 
Ghulam sought to find some 
branches, that would bring a. 
few minutes of warmth for' his 
family. . 

But the bqy stepped on a 
buried mine.' It was not a big . 
mine, not big enough to kfflhim 


■din Rabbani's government 


carrying the injured boy to hos- 
pital, the taxi driver demanded 
20,000 Afghanis (£3), or three- 
quarters of his militiaman's 
monthly wages. Said paid up. 

The hospital had no blood for 
Ghulam. Wth so many dally ca- 
sualties, coupled with an 
Afghan superstition that giving 
blood saps a man’s strength and 
virility, few Kabul hospitals 
have enough blood stocks for 
even routine operations. “By Al- 
lah, I'll give all my blood to save 


fering donors a 140kg sack of 
coal. 

Ghulam was moved to the 
Indira Gandhi children's hos- 
pital. Cold as a morgue and 
without electricity, the hospital 
at least had a few bandages for 
the boy’s severed leg and his eye. 
Ghulam was given painkillers 
and put in an unlit room with 
other injured children. His voice 
was hardly a whisper, like the 
hissing of a punctured tyre in the 
darkness. “Please turn me over. 


The mine blew off his foot, and sprayed shrapnel up 
his chest and into his head, blinding him in one eye 


forces chased out a rebel faction 
in the southern flatlands of 
Kabul, more than 500 people 
who re Lamed to the neigh- 
bourhood stepped on mines. 
Nearly all were civilians. Most 
were women and children. 

. The explosion brought a mili- 
tia commander, Said Mahmud, 
running over to Lhe howling, 
bleeding boy. Plenty of children 
die from mines in Kabul, but 
this commander, a strapping 
man in his twenties with a 
beard, decided it wasn't going 
to happen to Ghulam. The 


outright Instead, the mine blew ■ militiaman picked up Ghulam 
off Ghulam ’s foot just below the -and carried him out into the 
shin, anditsprayedshrapnel up - .road where he halted a taxi. For 


this boy," Commander Said 
told the doctors. They pro- 
ceeded to drain 700ml from 
Said, nearly twice the amount 
usually taken from donors. 

It was a rare opportunity to 
get blood for the hospital staff; 
until, an injured person’s rela- 
tives arrive to give their blood, 
nurses make do by taking do- 
nations' from a few beggars 
sprawled on the hospital steps 
like sleeping dogs. 'TTieir blood 
is as weak as tea,” one nurse 
complained about the beggars. 
“Thar have no money for food." 
O ne* F rench relief agency, 
ACTED, is nying to break the 
taboo on blood-giving by of- 


It hurts so much. Fra going to 
die," Ghulam wheezed. 

An orderly in a dirty smock 
bent over Ghulam. “Tell us 
where you live. We'll fetch your 
parents," he insisted. GhuJara 
winced. "I'm not going to say 
where they are until youTum me 
over. Please, ^ the boy begged 
deliriously. The hospital had run 
out of antibiotics, so a contri- 
bution was taken up and some- 
body dispatched to a chemist for 
penicillin. The boy was not 
only torn by shrapnel but also 
by dirt and stones blasted deep 
into his wounds. 

Back in the boy's neighbour- 
hood word had spread fast 


that Ghulam had stepped on a 
mine. Someone at the well had 
raced up to tell his mother. .Asi- 
fa. Shocked, she sat by the 
door, fearing the worst. Ghulam 
was the family's second casual- 
ty. Another son had been in- 
jured in a mortar attack on 
Kabul, a barrage so intense 
the family had been forced to 
flee their home. 

Donning a turquoise burqaa 
like a sheet that hid her face and 
entire body, Asifa hastened to 
the hospital. She wept under her 
btaqaa. “He’d had no lunch and 
dinner since yesterday, and 
when I offered him some bread 
this morning, he said. ‘No 
flunks. Mummy. I'm fuJL' 1 tried 
to get him to take one kiss from 
his brother, but Ghulam just 
went rushing off." 

At her son s bedside. .Asifa 
lifted aside her burqaa and ca- 
ressed and soothed her son. Af- 
ter she saw to it that he was 
taken to a room with a few rays 
of pale winter sunlight, she 
drew the burqaa back over her- 
self and. coccooned in her grief, 
she slumped down in the hos- 
pital corridor like a pile of 
dirty laundry . “Somebody here 
in the hospital has stolen his 
money," Asifa cried out to no- 
body in particular. “He had 
7,0lW Afghanis [about 75p] this 
morning, and now there's onlv 
1,000 left." 


At this children's hospital in 
Kabul, they said it was an easy 
day. Only one mine injury. Usu- 
ally. rockets arc falling on the 
city or battles are being fought 
by rival militias, and this 
one child's misery in Kabul is 
magnified a hundred times. 


Islamic Jihad 
‘betrayed by 
Mossad spy’ 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

Jerusalem 

Did Israeli intelligence have. an 
agent in Syria who supplied 
details of the travel plans of 
Fathi Shkaki. lhe leader of 
Islamic Jihad, enabling Mossad 
agents to shoot him dead in 
Malta last October? 

The Israeli press has been 
considering a story in a US news 
magazine about how Mossad 
had recruited a Palestinian stu- 
dent in Bulgaria four years ago. 
He allegedly joined Islamic 
Jihad, whose leadership is based 
in Damascus, and became a 
friend of Shkaki. He gave de- 
tails of the timing of Shkaki's 
last trip and the false name on 
his Libyan passport. 

The student was supposedly 
controlled by a second Mossad 
agent, a businessman who lived 
in Cyprus but visited Syria reg- 
ularly. Both were captured 
after the assassination. 

The article in US News and 
World Report says the incident 
influenced Hafez al-Assad, the 
President of Syria, in his deci- 
sion not to attend the “summit 
of peacemakers" in Sharm 
el-Sheikh last week. 

There are a number of flaws 
in the story. Despite the fact he 
must have known Mossad was 
looking for him. Shkaki made 
little effort to conceal his where- 
abouis. He had just come from 
Libya, closely watched by all 
intelligence services, and he 
had just checked into a hotel in 
Malta where he had stayed be- 
fore. He had gone shopping 
when he was killed. 

The death of Shkaki was 
rapidly forgotten in Israel be- 
cause Yitzhak Rabin, the Prime 
Minister, was himself killed by 
an assassin in the following 
month. But in retrospect it may 
have started the train of events 
which ended when the first of 
four suicide bombs, which killed 


62 people, exploded on 25 Feb- 
ruary. Three of the bombs were 
claimed by Hamas, but the 
fourth in Tel Aviv was the work 
of Islamic Jihad. 

The assassination of Shkaki 
- and Yahyah Awash, the chief 
Hamas bombmaker, in January 
-is relevant because the Israeli 
response to the suicide bombs 
is still unclear. 

A new head of Mossad. 
Brigadier General Darii Yaiom. 
has been appointed and his 
identity for the first time re- 
vealed. He will be responsible 
for pursuing Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad leaders abroad. 

If there is a fresh round of as- 
sassinations the militant Islam- 
ic groups will respond with 
more suicide bombs. Advisers 
to Shimon Peres, the Prime 
Minister, are already gloomy 
about their chances of winning 
the election on 29 May. Another 
suicide bomb would* probably 
end all hopes. 

At the same lime Mr Peres 
wants to look and sound tough. 
Ln cabinet last Sunday he called 
for the deportation of Hamas 
members and their families. 
For the first time he attacked 
Yasser ArafaL the chairman of 
the Palestine Liberation Or- 
ganisation. for not pursuing 
Hamas wholeheartedly. 

But posing as "Mr Security" 
is not a role Tn which Mr Peres, 
the architect of the Oslo accords 
between Israel and the Pales- 
tinians. is comfortable. It also 
has electoral dangers of its 
own. By dosing down an Islamic 
charity in Nazareth he has an- 
gered Israeli .Arab leaders. This 
Is serious because the election 
may hinge on how many Israeli 
Arabs vote for Mr Peres. 

The assassinations of Shka- 
ki and Ayyash gave a fillip to the 
government's popularity’. But 
the lesson of the past month is 
that the elimination of leaders 
does not stop suicide bombers. 
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Booh Dry sprint, the fastest coach service to Europe. Tram London Victoria Coach Station before 
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From just £30 the RAC covers you in any car 
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-.- you more security on lhe rood Ihon lhe RAC: 

■ RAC Rescue coven you, not your a it So now 
you ran call on us whenever you need fast roadside' 
assistance, even when you're simply a passenger in 
someone ebe'seor 

■ Rood side Rescue. .In. more them .8 out of 10 
coses, our petrols con fix care, on the spot. 


■ Theft ortd Vandalism Cover. If your car's stolen or 
can't be driven because of vandalism, well remove H 
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■ Battery Assist. A new buttery on the spot. 

Whatever service you use, codoub and our labour are 
free - you only pay for parts. 
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I from just £30! 
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I Sond to: RAC Rescue, FREEPOST Bristol B538 7AU. {No stamp needed.] 
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As Sarajevo is reunited, Tony Barber examines whether the separation of ethnic groups is unavoidable elsewhere in Europe 



S arajevo is. reunited and 
Bosnia-Herzegovina parti- 
tioned - in fact, if not in law. 
Such is the paradoxical out- 
come of the Dayton peace 
agreement, signed almost four 
mouths ago: The" principle 
underlying the settlement, that 
Serbs, Croats and Bosnian 
Muslims should work together 
to reconstruct Bosnia’s pre- 
war spirit of muJtti-natioDal tol- 
erance, looks increasingly like 
an exercise in wishful thinking. 

Two days-ago Bosnia’s Mus- 
lim-Croat federation took con- 
trol of Grbavica, the Iasi of five 
Serb-held Sarajevo suburbs 
■designated for transfer under 
the Dayton accord. About 
60,000 Serbs lived in these sub- 
urbs during the 1992-95 wan 
only about 10, 000 remain: 

The rest, bullied by Bosnian 
Serb authorities into abandon- 
ing their homes, qt acting on 
their own nariopal^ tirfm piilsfiR, 
have sacked and burned their 
neighbourhoods, dismantling 
. everything from washing 
machines to electric light fit- 
tings and digging up their dead 
for reburialm Serb territory. 

For their part, the Muslim 
authorities have done little to 
encourage the Serbs to stay, 
turning a blind eye to maraud- 
ing, vengeful Muslim gangs. 

Sarajevo, once a beacon of 
B alkan multicul turalism, has 
earned the dubious distinction 
of becoming the setting for a 
final, frenzied burst of “ethnic 
cleansing” - the separation by 
violence of one nationality 
from another. Across Bosnia, 
mixed communities are mostly 
a thing of the past 
The Serb Republic, allocated 
49 percent of Bosnia ’s territory 
under Dayton, is all but purged 
of Muslims and Croats. In 
Banja Luka, its biggest city, the 
mosques have long since been 
blown up. Hardly any Muslims 
remain in the Drum valley in 
eastern Bosnia, -where they 
were the largest nationality. 

The Muslim- Croat federa- 
tion, covering the other 51 per 
cent of Bosnia, exists on paper ■ 
but not in the hearts of the two 
peoples or in the political cal- 
culations of their leaders. The 
Croats of western Herzegovina 
persist in' defending their sep- 
aratist 'mini-state. Herzeg- 
Basnia, in the confident expec- 
tation that it mil one day unite 
with Croatia proper; 

The Muslims,- once the most 
committed to muM-natibnal : 
coexistence, find themselves 
boxed into a tight space in cen- 
tral Bosnia, focused on Sara- 
jevo. While some Muslim 
politicians, such as the former 

E rime minister Haris Silajdzic, 
ope to recreate a multi- 
national Bosnia, the leader- 
ship in Sarajevo under Presi- 
dent Alga izetbegovic prefers 
to emulate the Serbs and 
Croats, mating nationalism the 
centrepiece of its programme. 

The partition of Bosnia 
reflects the enormous popula- 


tion movements of the war: 
more than half the republic’s 
4.4 million people fled, or were 
driven from their homes. Many 
thousands became refugees 
abroad. Inside Bosnia mixed 
communities broke down and 
Muslims. Serbs and Croats 
began to resettle, often reluc- 
tantly. at first, in nationally 
exclusive areas. There seems lit- 
tle hope of coaxing them back 
together. 

Is the lesson of Bosnia that 
multi-ethnic states arc doomed 
to fail in Europe? Are popula- 
tion transfers, however offen- 
sive to the liberal Western con- 
science, a necessary evil to 
ensure stability? 

Such questions do not touch 
on distant issues of principle 
but are relevant to western 
Europe in a direct way. Euro- 
pean ethnic rivalries that turn 
violent can lead to Western 
military intervention as well as 
to large influxes of refugees. 

□early, if a state's dominant 
nationality and its minorities 


contained 5 milli on Germans. 

In Mand, a sizeable German 
population remained in western 
areas after 1945 and, upon the 
fall of Communism in 19S9, 
demanded kmg-dcuied political 
and cultural recognition. 
Poland’s new leaders, who 
emerged from the Solidarity 
opposition, wisely guaranteed 
their rights, defusing an issue thai 
could have stoked dangerous 
passions in Germans and Foies. 

Poland represent an iso- 
lated success story in post- 
Com munis t Europe. Else- 
where, a country’s dominant 
nationality more often than not 
views minorities as a threat. 

The substantia] ethnic Hun- 
garian communities of Roma- 
nia, Serbia and Slovakia are a 
case in point. In all three coun- 
tries, especially Ro mania, state- 
sponsored nationalism is a 
stronger force than the spirit of 
dvic coexistence that might 
breed respect for ethnic Hun- 
garians' equality under the law. 

Tensions have not developed 
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are not in conflict, then there is 
no need to move out the 
minorities. No one would sug- 
gest transferring Finland's 
Swedish minority to Sweden or 
Belgium’s German minority to 
Germany. 

: But this is largely because the 
Finnish and Belgian states fully 
protect the . rights of the 
Swedish and German commu- 
nities. In law-based democra- 
cies with strong traditions of 
civil society and political toler- 
ance, the question of popula- 
tion transfers does not arise. 

In eastern Europe and the 
former Soviet Union, the pic- 
ture is less dear. The region 
contains a number of new 
states, or states that recently 
regained independence, which 
lack the political maturity to 
treat kmnoritjesfairiy: ‘ . 

There is a history, too, of vast 
population upheavals in the 
region. The expulsion of mil- 
lions of Germans from the for- 
mer Czechoslovakia and 
Poland after the Second World 
War was a brutal act, yet it 
probably contributed to stabil- 
ity in central Europe. Czecho- 
slovakia split into Czech and 
Slovak states in 1993. The 
divorce might have been far 
more complicated if the new- 
born Czech Republic, a state of 
10 mill ion people, bad still 


Bosnia under tbe 
Dayton agreement 

Capital: Sarajevo:. name 
.derived from Sara] 

Ovasl, literal ty “palace in 
the fields". 7he ci1y*s 
population is around 
470,000. Pro- 1991, a 
fracture of Sert> , Croat 
and mainly Muslim.' Alter 
1991, the oentre 
became a government 
stronghold under siege . 
from Serb suburbs. 


to the point of armed conflict. 
The prospect of entry into the 
European Union and Nato pro- 
vides Hungary, Romania and 
Slovakia with an incentive to 
avoid violence and reach a 
compromise. However, the 
longer the West delays admit- 
ting these countries, the higher 
is the risk of serious trouble 
arising over the Hungarian 
minorities. 

Bosnia's de facto partition sets 
a bad precedent for countries in 
south-eastern Europe, where 
democratic institutions are frag- 
ile and mutually hostile nation- 
alisms dash. Discontent runs 
deep in the ethnic Albanian 
communities of Kosovo, Ser- 
bia's southern province, and in 
tire Fanner Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia. It is not hard , to 
imagine the tenaonsboOing over. 

Tnis could result in the 
forced expulsion or flight of 
most Albanians from Kosovo 
and Macedonia into Albania. 
Large-scale population move- 
ments have already started in 
Kosovo: about 250,000 of the 
province's 1.7 million Albani- 
ans have left since 1990. The 
great majority have ended up 
not in Albania but in the 
United States and Germany. 

The southern Balkans might 
be more stable with an Alban- 
ian state that included most eth- 


nic Albanians, rather than large 
numbers being spread over at 
least three different countries. 
As long as basic standards of 
democracy and respect for 
minority rights are inadequate 
in Kosovo, the Albanian prob- 
lem will remain a timebomb. 

Although Grcck-Turkish 
relations are rarely free of ten- 
sion, it is sometimes forgotten 
that the two countries have not 
gone to war for more than 70 
years. One reason is that the 
1923 Treaty of Lausanne pro- 
vided for the compulsory 
exchange of Turkish Muslims 
and Greek Christians between 
Greece and Turkey, greatly sim- 
plifying the ethnic makeAjp of 
the two states. 

Population transfers in the 
20th century have generally 
been cither an accompaniment 
to war. as in Bosnia, or a fea- 
ture of subsequent peace-", 
arrangements, as after 1945 u^’ J 
central and eastern Europe, 
The human cost has been lerr 
rible. but sometimes the long-i 
term effect has been beneficiaL' 

Ideally', ethnic minorities in 
turbulent parts of Europe such 
as the Balkans would enjoy 
complete security in political 
systems framed by tolerance 
and respect for the law. The 
harsh truth is that such condi- 
tions do not obtain in much of 
the region. 

Indeed, m some areas the 
prospects for inter-ethnic vio- 
lence are rather greater than 
those for the consolidation of 
democracy. They arc likely to 
remain so as long as strident 
nationalism remains the stock 
in trade of leading political 
parties. 

In such circumstances, if war 
does break out on the scale 
seen in Bosnia, it may be nec- 
essary to accept as a hard real- 
ity the forced transfers of pop- 
ulation provoked by the 
fighting. In western European 
eyes, the separation of nation- 
alities is not a noble ideal, but 
in eastern eyes it can have the 
virtue of offering a respite from 



History of a city 

ADB: Romans establish rest centre at 
llidza close to what is now Sarajevo. 
1415: First mention of Sarajevo as Vrh 
Bosna, a Slav castle. 

1428: Vrh Bosna falls to the Turks, an 
invasion that turns city into a trading 
centre and stronghold of Muslim 
culture, making it one of largest, 
richest and most beautiful cities of the 
Turkish-ruled Balkans. 

1451-1553: Sarajevo ruled by native 
Slavs who have converted to Islam. 
1550: Jews fleeing from Spain begin 
to settle in the city. 

16th and 17th centuries: A period of 
prosperity is followed by a series of 
floods, fires and plagues that savage 
Sarajevo's population. 

1850: Sarajevo becomes the 
administrative centre of the declining 
Ottoman Empire. 

1875: After more than 400 years of 
occupation, Turks are ousted from 
Sarajevo by the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire. 

1878: The Treaty of Berlin assigns 
Bosnia to Austria. Building boom 
starts. City becomes known for its 
intelligentsia. National independence 
becomes hotly debated. 

1908: The Austro-Hungarian Empire 
formally annexes Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. 

June 1914: Gavrilo Princip 
assassinates Austrian Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand I, triggering First World War. 
November 1918: Diet of Sarajevo 
proclaims union within Yugoslavia. 

1945: Sarajevo becomes capital of 
Bosnia, one of six republics in the 
Communist Yugoslav Federation. It had 
escaped two world wars relatively 
unscathed. 

1946: Sarajevo University established. 
1984: Winter Olympics 
Feb/Mar 1992: Yugoslavia breaks up 
after a Serb-boycotted referendum in 
which Muslims and Croats vote for 
independence. 

5 April 1992: Bosnia's parliament 
declares independence. The city gets 
its first taste of battle for 300 years. 
Mass peace demonstration fired upon 
by snipers. Scores of civilians lulled or 
wounded. The following day. Serb- 
dominated Yugoslav National Army 
units began to shell Sarajevo. Three- 
year siege begins. 

18 F0b 1994: First marketplace 
massacre: 68 killed by a mortar fired 
from outside the city. 

29 Aug 1995: Second marketplace 
massacre. 37 die in the same 
. ■: marketplace, victims of another 
shell. 

..Dec 1995: War ends 
w-Mar 1996: City reunited as the 
/transfer of Serb suburbs to 
Muslim/Croat control 
completed. 

Research: Anra Davies 
3n0 Ben Summers 



Diary 


Banks in the 
firing line 

Labour’s Tony Banks has been doing 
his best to shame his parliamentary 
colleagues by calling for the closure of 
the House of Commons' own rifle 
range.-buried deep in the recesses of 
the Palace of Westminster. It is cer- 
tainly an oddity to have a - rifle range 
in a building devoted to legislation, the ^ 
furtherance of democracy and public 
policy-making. Surely, such sporting 
pursuits, ifthey be such, can be carried ■ 
out on non-subsidised, private 
premises. ... : . 

The only other example that I can 
recall of the anomaly of a rifle range 
in a building supposedly devoted . to 
policy-making and public account- 
ability was at County Hall in London 
at the time of the GLC. The.GLCin- 
its last days contained future firebrand 
Labour MPs Ken Livingstone, Paul 
Boateng and. come to think of it, Tboy 
Banks. Indeed, Mr Banks used to 
shoot at that rifle range. But I cannot 
recall he or any of his colleagues 
using their powers to dose down the 
rifle range or ever once speaking 
against its existence. Pressure of work, 
no doubt. 


they have insured him for the flight. 
They have valued the voice and its 
owner at £ lni- Just so the pilot knows. 
Steer safety: 


How to put your 
boot in it 

Next week sees the launch of the new 
Reebok advert for the Ryan Giggs foot- 
ball boot. It boasts the largest gather- 
ing of famous faces to appear in one 
advertising campaign, with pop stars, 
comedians, boxers and the ubiquitous 
David Mellor all wishing they could 



step into the bools 
of Manchester 
United's Ryan 
Giggs. Only the 
rock group Oasis 
turned down the 
chance to appear, 
as they are solid 
Manchester City 
fans. 

But is Reehok’s 
marketing direc- 
tor, Robert Fallow, getting a little car- 
ried away when he says: “The common 
bond between all these people is that 
they would exchange their lifestyles to 
be in Ryan Giggs’ bools. However suc- 


Heathcliff 


Tenor penny? More 
like one in a million 



What is the mone- 
tary value of a high 

C? I can now reveal 

the exact worth of a 
top-class tenor: 
Roberto Alagna 
(left), the Paris- 
based Sicilian 
tenor, . sometimes 
hailed as the suc- 
cessor to Pavarotti, 
is appearing on 
BBC’S Pebble Mitt 


today. His record company, EMI, is fly- 
ing him fay helicopter from London to 



cessful they are in their own fields, they 
all dream of scoring a winning goal in 
front of 50,000 people." 

One of the featured celebs is Mr 
George Best (left). He has no need to 
dream. He has scored goals in front of 
even more than 50,000 people and may 
indeed consider himself to have been 
a better player than even Ryan Giggs. 


It’s all a blur in 
the underworld 

Irvine Welsh, author of the urban 
underworld novel Trainspotting , has 
managed to live up to type; getting him- 
self arrested at a match involving his 
beloved Hibernian against Partick 
Thistle. He was arrested for being 
drunk and disorderly, a surprisingly 
animated state for a 0-0 draw. But no 
further action is being taken by the 
Scottish Procurator Fiscal. 

1 gather that the drinking binge 
started a good 24 hours before the 
match when Welsh met Damon Albarn 
of Blur, (be rock group, for a magazine 
article. The two apparently got ou like 
a house on fire despite Welsh thinking 
his companion's name was Damon 
Blur. 


RU RICH? 

The Driver and Vehicle Licensing 
Agency are going in for a piece of pri- 
vate enterprise when they auction pre- 
viously unissued car ’ registration 
numbers. Ai the sale in SLratford- 
upon-Avon next month bidding will 
start at £1,000 for number plates for 
egocentric gels or Ioveslrucfc boy- 
friends: plates such as FIO NNA: 13 
PAM or Nl CLA- 

The DVLA may be a bit hopeful 
though m expecting £1.000-plus for 
2 RSC. Few Iuwies wishing lo boast 
their associations with the Royal Shake- 
ford to fritter 


speare Company can affor 
away £1,000. 


Eagle Eye 


CALL THE WORLD FOR A 
FEW BOB LESS BOB. 



Destination - 

first feleaim 

tterony 

]&!*.&■ 

USA 

£1.28 

£3.40 

62% 

India 

£7.39 

£11.34 

35% 

Scmtb Africa 

£4.81 

£7.05 

32% 

Hong Kong 

£4.22 

£6.56 

36% 

Japan 

£4.34 

£877 

51% 

Australia 

£2.34 

£5.23 

55% 

Brazil 

£7.16 

£9.94 

28% 

Canada 

£1.75 

£3.40 

49% 

Germany /France 

£2.22 

£2J9 

14% 

Israel 

£6.69 

£8.25 

19% 


(Price comparison based on a 10 triatrie cafl)* 


FREEPHONE 


0800 376 66 66 


<>» 


* Savings to 100's of countries 

* All major credit cards and Delta 
accepted 

* "Minute Miles" bonus available 

* No starf-op costs, membership 
or joining fees 

it Business and Residential 
enstoners welcome. 

* Operators available, 24hrs 
a day, 7 days a week. 



BEFORE YOU PHONE THE WORLD, PHONE US. 


Globally Speaking - a service provided by First Telecom pic Licensed Carrier. 

-firet Id ecom charges shown are weekend rates inclusive of VAT and access charge to our exchange based 
upon British Telecom local weekend rale of L06p per minute inclusive of VAX Mercury price shown is basic 
residential economy rale inclusive of VAT. Prices quoted correct as of January 1 996. 
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Carving up 



consumer 


S uddenly and without apology the tone 
changes. The maclu* assertiveness 
lhaL ministers have made their slock in 
trade gives way to clumsy hesitation and 
vague admission. 

Lei us make no mistake. What came 
out vesterday in ministers' statements, 
albeit smeared with political varnish and 
hedeed with scientific modesty by ihe 
Chief Medical Officer, was official 
acknowledgement of a possible link 
between BSE. mad ow disease, and the 
deccncrative disorder called Creutzfcldt- 
Jakob disease. Worse than that, by order- 
ing further measures to make beef safe, 
the Government is admitting that it is still 
worried K the incidence of BSE in British 
beef. The only conclusion a sensible con- 
sumer, parent or school cook can reach 
is that despite improvements in safety, 
there is still a risk that you can contract 
CJD by eating British beef products. 

The" consequences tor the industries 
producing beef and milk, farmers and 
their land, abattoirs and retailers are dif- 
ficult to underestimaie. The political fall- 
out for the Government are dire. This 
admission comes afier a parade of brazen 
attempts to laugh off consumer fears. 
Remember ihe celebrated hamburger 
stuffed into a young Gummer mouth: that 
parrot repetition' about the safety of 
British beef production: that off-hand 
putting down of all those - scientists, con- 
sumer advocates. German importers, 
members of the public - who voiced their 
misgivings? 

The Cabinet must start to behave like 
a niojem government. This does not 
mean ignoring the uncertainties of the sci- 
ence or ignoring the consequences for 
jobs in the' food industiy. But it must mean 
governing in the common interest. For too 
long I his government, and the Ministry of 
Agriculture in particular, has been ruling 
in'the interests of beef producers when the 
interests of consumers should have been 
paramount. Consumers need to rely upon 
government regulation to make sure food 
is safe. The case is becoming insur- 
mountable for a system of consumer reg- 
ulation of food safety separate from the 
Ministry of Agriculture. This fiasco will 
cast a shadow over the Government's 
entire approach to food safety. If it can 
get it this wrong on beef, how many other 


food safety problems is it willing to down- 
play for the sake of the food producers? 

H is also lime to stop doing what 
Srephen Dorrell did yesterday, hiding 
behind coy references "to what the Chief 
Medical Officer might feed to his grand- 
children. The public does not need only 
reassurance: it also needs clarity and hon- 
esty. There b hardly a department of gov- 
ernment that should not be t hinkin g 
about contingencies, for everything from 
international trade to alternative use for 
land now used for beef production. The 
impact wQl be felt throughout agriculture: 
if that land is used for cereal production, 
cereal prices will fall. 

That would require the Government to 
start leading public opinion by informing 
it rather than being driven by public out- 
cry into making a reluctant admission of 
what many have feared for so long. The 
Government has to say. out loud and in 
simple language: there are now too many 
strands of circumstantial evidence for us 
to ignore. British beef - or at least the 
huge range of consumer products based 
on beef products - are not reliable 
foodstuffs. 

Hearing that from ministers, the pub- 
lic knows what to do - stop eating the 
stuff, slop buying the jellies and the Cor- 
nish pasties made from beef extracts for 
the time being. The food and livestock 
industries will have to live with the results 
-other industries have undergone major 
trauma without government aid and come 
out stronger and so this one mighL once 
farmers put their stocks in order and the 
beef industry starts meeting its responsi- 
bilities to its consumers. 

This is no recipe for panic. The inci- 
dence of BSE has declined in recent years. 
The industry has begun, albeit it slowly, 
to respond. Vet we know next to nothing 
about what an infectious dose might be 
nor. yet. whether brain, spinal cord and 
non-muscle tissue arc the only culprits. In 
the circumstances, it is going to be hard 
to argue that schools and hospitals should 
not Become ulira-cautious about what 
meal to serve. The beef industry will be 
most damaged by yesterday's announce- 
ments. but just as damaged will be confi- 
dence in a system of government that has 
again been exposed as arrogant and 
complacent. 


Major’s class act 


I t Lakes a Jot of nerve for a Conserva- 
tive Party leader to make class an elec- 
tion leader, but that is exactly what Mr 
Major did yesterday. That he enjoys 
painting himself as the lad who fought his 
way up from Brixton we already 'know. 
What is new and potentially potent in his 
attack on Mr Blair is his tarring of the 
smart, young professional Labour lead- 
ership as eliusL chattering classes who arc 
all too ready to whisk their kids oft to posh 
schools leaving you. the ordinary voter, 
exactly where you were. Mr Major's claim 
is that he is an honest, ordinary sort of 
bloke you can trust: Mr Blair", puhlic- 
school-educaied. remember, is one of the 
snooty, metropolitan middle classes who 
looks down on ordinary folk. 

Hint will only work up to a point, 
though. Mr Major is undoubtedly right to 
attempt to identity the Conservatives 
once again with working- and lower- 
middlc-class aspiration. He is also right 
to do lhal through education rather than 
property ownership. Education is the 
ticket to jobs, higher wages, prosperity and 
security. Ambitious parents from all walks 
of life are deeply concerned about the 
quality of education. 

But 3 return a system of selection 


that would divide pupils between schools 
is not the answer. Some will benefit. The 
vast majority of children and parents will 
not. Oversubscribed schools will be able 
to choose the easiest pupils to teach, 
enhancing the reputation of the school 
and increasing the number of disap- 
pointed parents who cannot get their child 
into the school of their choice. Separat- 
ing children of different abilities into dif- 
ferent schools will raise the very British 
danger of stigmatisation. The SO percent 
of children educated in secondary mod- 
ern schools were branded failures at the 
age of 11. 

Mr Major will have a lot to do to per- 
suade the parents of less able children that 
exclusion from the top academic schools 
will not doom them to a second- or third- 
class education. The dilemma of how to 
combine parental choice with selection 
and yet high-quality education for all our 
children is not exclusive to Labour: the 
Tories have not found a solution either. 

So beware Mr Major. If you go too far 
down the path of selection in an attempt 
to expose new Labour hypocrisy you may- 
find yourself the legitimate target of 
accusations that you want to turn the clock 
back lu the bad-old Fifties. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Science should glory in its limitations 


No need for beef hormones 


Sir: Thank you for your coverage 
of the Dunblane slaughter, which 
has been helpful. I write with a 
plea on behalf of physical science, 
in the light of what Peter A tkins 
wrote (15 March). 

You had no reason to include 
a scientist among your commen- 
tators. any more than you might 
have a banker or a plumber. As 
human beings such persons may 
help us to assuage our grief, 
understand our anger, relieve our 
pain and that of others, and come 
to terms with evil. For those pur- 
poses your other contributors all 
had relevant professional skills, 
and I thank them. But to identify 
science with the view that “this 
glorious world is but a mecha- 
nism" is to declare it irrelevant to 
all the most serious issues that 
confront human beings, and will 
continue to put off many good 
people from pursuing it. 

Needless to say. plenty' of phys- 
ical scientists would disagree with 
Peter Atkins, and take a spiritual 
view of the nature of this glorious 
world. His concluding statement, 
that his science docs not make 
him inhuman, is quite right he 
ends up using words like “com- 
fort". "inhumanly", “aspirations". 


■‘grief’, “enjoying", and “apoth- 
eosis of evil". But he has to stop 
being a “scientist" in his own 
sense in order to do so. 

Science is marvellous, not least 
because it is done by real and fal- 
lible souls. But to pretend it can 
teil us how we relate to evil, 
anguish and God will make good 
people hate il For such truths we 
must look elsewhere, as Andrew 
Man clearly perceives, and a 
good scientist, like a good 
plumber or hanker, will say so. 

Professor the Rev S G Hall 
Elic, Fife 

Sin In his article introducing Sci- 
ence Week (IS March) Tom 
WDkie tells us that the impor- 
tance of trying to understand 
science for the non-specialist is 
“simply that science provides a 
profoundly satisfying way of look- 
ing at and making sense of the 
world in which we live". Surely, 
on the contrary, it is profoundly 
unsatisfying on that score, despite . 
its telling us that the world is ,f not 
all arbitrary and chaotic". 

Science assists us not one whit 
in understanding all that distin- 
guishes us as human beings. It 
tells us a deal about the machin- 


Funding - available for GM schools 


Sir. Your correspondent David 
Smyth (Letters, 15 March ) asserts 
“that there will be no capital bid 
this year as the Funding Agency 
for Schools is broke". 

Mr Smyth is misinformed. The 
Funding Agency for Schools 
administers an annual budget of 
around £l.bbn. providing funding 
to the 1,100 grant-maintained 
schools in the country. A capital 
allocation of £138m has been 
granted to the Agency for the finan- 
cial year 199ri-97 hum which the 
agency has increased by 10 per cent 
the formula-based capital gram 
which all GM schools receive, and 
doubled the amount of money avail- 
able through a new scheme offering 
part-funding to complement funds 
raised bv schools themselves. 


Full funding wQl be available for 
urgent health and safety projects 
and for the capital consequences of 
basic need changes. The gearing of 
capital funding is changing from a 
system which invited bids and then 
provided 100 per oent funding for 
a small proportion of them to one 
which spreads the available money 
across far more schools by provid- 
ing pan-funding to a much larger 
number of projects. 

GM schools have been fully 
informed of all these facts. It is 
difficult to understand how they 
can be construed as the conse- 
quences of being “broke”. 

Roger Witts 
Head of Communications 
Funding Agency for Schools 
York 
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A doctor’s advice on questions of sport 


T oday 1 am glad to welcome Dr 
Zeus Cordwainer. the contro- 
j vcrsiul sp* »ns psychologist, to answer 
j all your questions on sport and sports 
behaviour. 

Could you please explain thtfunc- 
I linn of a sp> ms psychologist 

Dr Cordwainer writes: Surely. It is 
our function in advise, to motivate 
and to run on the pitch with the 
trainer. 

Pardon? 

Dr Cordwainer writes: You must 
I have noticed these days that when a 
j man is injured on the playing-field. 
1 Very often two people come on > deal 
j with the player. One is the physio. 
| with the spray-on painkiller -and the 
| other is the sports psychologist, or 
what the players call the psycho. 
M7hW Joes he dn? 

Dr Cordwainer writes: J whisper lit- 
tle things in his ear. 

Like w!ur? 

I Dr Cordwainer writes: Well, take 
I last Saturday’s rugby match, England 
I v Ireland, for instance. When Will 
j Carling twisted his ankle, the real rea- 
son he had a twisted ankle . . . 

Hold on! The real reason he had a 
oi isivd ankle i vas dun he fell on a patch 
of soft ttuf! 

Dr Cordwainer wTiies; No. my 
friend. If lhal were so. many more 
players would have had twisted 
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ankles. No, the real reason he twisted 
his ankle and only Will Carling, not 
anvbodv else, twisled his ankle, was 
that he was afraid to shake hands with 
a member of the Royal Family 
afterwards. 

H7ry." 

Dr Cordwainer writes: Oh. for var- 
ious reasons. Anyway, I went on the 
pitch and whispered a few words in his 
ear. 

It didn 7 1 vwffc did it? / mean, he was 
stmtehered off. wasn 7 he? 

Dr Cordwainer writes: That was my 
advice, actually: “Why don’t you get 
carried off and let someone heucr 
lake over?" And he took it. 

Do vou think Frank Bnmo would 
have benefited from your help? 

Dr Cordwainer writes: Ah. but he 
did! 1 was there for the fight! I flew 
out straight from Twickenham to Las 
Vegas to advise Frank. 

/ didn't sec the fight myself, but I 


gather from the press that he was a Hi- 
de overwhelmed. 

Dr Cordwainer writes: You may 
have read the British press, but you 
should have read what they said in the 
American papers. Michael Wilson in 
the Washington Post, for example, 
wrote; "Bruno’s performance was as 
fraudulent, pathetic and disgusting as 
anything the heavyweight division 
has seen short of taking an out-and- 
out dive ... He was terrified. His strat- 
egy was to throw one palsy Tittle 
punch like a kid in a schoolyard 
brawl, then cover up ... If he was that 
scared of the man. he shouldn't have 
gotten in the ring." 

Gosh. That's bad. / wonder why 
Bruno was like that. 

Dr Cordwainer writes: Because I 
advised him to. 

B7n I* 

Dr Cordwainer writes: To get the 
fight over with sooner and avoid 
unnecessary punishment. 

Is that always yuur advice? 

Dr Cordwainer writes: To British 
teams and competitors, yes. 

So. who else have you been advising 
recently? 

Dr Cordwainer writes: Well, the 
English cricket team against Sri 
Lanka. Nottingham Forest against 
Bayern Munich ... 

/ am beginning to understand . . . 


Dr Cordwainer writes: Oh, and 
Jonah Lomu ... 

Jonah Lomu ? The New Zealand 
rugby player? What has he been doing? 

Dr Cordwainer writes: He’s been 
getting married. 

And he needed your help for that? 

Dr Cordwainer writes: Didn’t you 
read about it in yesterday s Indepen - 
dent? He was getting married, but was 
afraid that if' his mother found uut 
about it, she would try* to stop the 
wedding. 

Jonah Lomu was scared of his 
mum? 

Dr Cordwainer writes: You’ve got 
it. So I advised him to get married in 
secret and not ask her. And he did. 

So your advice (o all sportsmen, 
regardless of circumstances, is to take 
the easy way out. 

Dr Cordwainer writes: Yes. And 
quit sport altogether if possible. Why 
should Frank Bruno go on being a 
fading frighiened boxer when he's got 
a flourishing panto and TV career 
beckoning? What has WQl Carling got 
to gain? Why does English football 
pretend to be in the same league us 
Europe? Why is Teny Venables on a 
hiding to nothing ...'} 

Do YOU wed help trying to give up 
sport? Just get in touch with Dr 
Cordwainer! 


ery by which nature functions, but 
this hardly qualifies it for the 
description “profound". As 
William Hartston pointed out in 
his piece on coma patients (12 
March), even the understanding 
of the physical basis, within the 
brain, of consciousness itself “still 
seems a very long way off indeed". 

What does it tell us about dis- 
interested love; of our essential 
need for artistic expression, be it 
in words, line, colour, form, 
movement or sound, and the 
beauty in these forms of expres- 
sion? What of the need for moral 
precepts, dealing with the ideas 
of good andevfl. by which the 
societies in which we-tive may be 
viable? And what perhaps above 
all, of what Jung described as 
being autochthonous - man’s 
sense of the religious? 

Perhaps the value of so much 
of the truly marvellous discover- 
ies.of modern science, in its own 
field, lies in the fact that- wi? 
. become aware of tiie inability of 
the scientific disciplines to help 
us in solving our profoundest 
questions, which concern the 
nature of Man. and his destiny. 

John Danser 
Pe earth. South Glamorgan 

How to stop 
China invading 

Sin There are easier ways for the 
US to “Keep China in check" 
(leading article, IS March) than 
sending a carrier group through 
the Taiwan straits - for example 
a little pressure on President Lee 
to dissuade him from pushing the 
cause of Taiwan's sovereign 
independence. 

What Peking is trying to do is 
escape having to implement its 
longstanding commitment to use 
force if nothing else will deter Tai- 
wan from what it sees as secession. 
The Chinese government will 
acquiesce indennhely in Taiwan’s 
de facto independence but its inter- 
nal compulsions would not allow 
it to “stand idly by" if Taiwan made 
its independence de jure. 

Neville Maxwell 
Oxford 

Muscely men 

Sin Charles Laving asks if Frank 
Bruno and Mike Tyson arc tech- 
nically obese because their BMIs 
(body mass indexes) are over 30 
(Letters. 19 March). Muscle is 
denser than fat so it is not sur- 
prising that two of the most mus- 
cled men in the world have hig h 
BMIs. 

As few of us have the physique 
of a heavyweight boxer. BMJ is a 
very useful way of identifying 
those of us who could do with' los- 
ing some weight. One could rub- 
bish BMJ on the basis of calcu- 
lations carried out on two men 
with obviously high levels of phys- 
ical fitness, and ignore a high per- 
sonal BMI when one is a plump, 
middle-aged man with a seden- 
tary lifestyle. Every smoker 
knows of someone who smoked 
•W a day and lived to 100. But who 
are you trying to kid? 

Andrew Hutchinson 
Colchester, Essex 

B-side Bambi 

Sir Keith Flett (letter, 20 March) 
has himself missed the signifi- 
cance of the re-formed Sex Pis- 
tols. The Pistols’ politicalagenda 
was Anarchy in the UK: and. per- 
haps more significantly, the flip 
side of their single “Silly Thing" 
was “Who Killed Bumbi?" . , 

Adrian Brodwn 
L ondon N2 


Sir: Kath arine Butler (“Why the 
mafia is into yonr beef, 19 
March) focuses on the black 
market in growth-promoting 
hormones. However, her analy- 
sis of the existence of the illegal 
trade in growth hormones 
misses the point as far as the ban 
on their use in the .EU. is 
concerned. 

The reason for which the ban 
must be maintained and the black 
market stamped out cannot be 
understood in terms of scientific 
opinion alone. The use of these 
substances in meat has caused a 
marked drop in consumer confi- 
dence in the market which will 
not be tackled by legalising the 
use of growth promoters. Con- 
sumer objections stem both from 
legitimate public health concerns, 
and from the entirely accurate 
perception that in an EU which 
was once a byword for agricul- 
tural over-production, there is no 


consistently argued that where 
animal pharmaceuticals are used 
for purposes other than prophy- 
lactic or therapeutic, they should 
be subject to more than the cus- 
tomary tests for anim al pharma- 
ceuticals, those of safety, quality 
and efficacy. I have argued that 
a fourth test should be required: 
a soc I o- environmental impact 
assessment 

The Government would do 
better to support the introduction 
of such a test rather than to 
c laim, in the teeth of dear con- 
sumer opposition, that we should 
eat meat that has-been artificially 
boosted by hormones and other 
chemical compounds because 
they meet tests designed for quite 
different purposes. 

Ken Collins MEP 
(Strathclyde East. Lab) 
Brussels 

The writer is Committee Chairman 
and . rapporteur on hormones in 


■ need to use these substances • man, European Parhament 's Com- 
anyway. . mitteecmtfie Environment, Public 

Since the mid-1980s. I have Health and Consumer Protection. 

Tell the people questions. Almost without excep- 
ahrmf PlnrnnA " lion individuals have thanked us, 

dUUUL iJUi upc saying they didn’t know where to 

obtain information about the 
Sir. Sarah Helm (39 March) is EU. 

right that “ignorance about the It must therefore be greatly 
way Europe really works suggests regretted that our government 
there is apathy and confusion”, has told the Commission that it 
Britain's citizens are bombarded - does not wish its people to have 
by myths about straight cucum- access . to the Commission's 
bers and bananas from the leaflets explaining a common 
tabloids, and misrepresentations currency. Other EU states have 
from Eurosceptic government been glad to take up this offer, 
ministers. How can people be expected to 

Our Branch of the European vote in a referendum when they 
Movement has held 10 informa- have no idea for what they are 

lion days in shopping centres in- voting? 

the past three years, providing Pamela Ward 

free leaflets from the Foreign and Chairman 

Commonwealth Office, the Com- Huddersfield & District Branch 
mission and the European Plar- European Movement 

liamenti and answering Huddersfield, West Yorkshire 

Feelbad factor in The compulsion 

the public sector to overeat 

Sin The Cabinet is holding u Sin If Hugh J Thompson is righ t 
meeting to discuss what they (letter, 18 March), then aU that 
regard as the puzzling absence of obese people have to do is exer- 
a “feelgood" factor. For those of rise a little control, and every- 
us working in the public sector, thing will be all right Anyone 
it is not puzzling at all. We have who has ever suffered the agony 
had several years of pay increases of compulsive overeating knows 
around the rate of inflation, with that that is just not true. The sim- " 
the prospect of more to come, pie fact about dieting is that it 
The substantial tax increases of works in the short term, but That 
recent years mean that our after- it also ultimately fails. ’ 
tax income has declined. The medical profession has 

In addition, most people m spent too long treating the symp- 
both the public and the private toms of overeating rather than 
sectors have seen the value of the root cause, which lies, as 
their homes go down. Thus mil- with anorexia and bulimia, in 
lions of people have seen their the compulsion. I look forward to 
incomes decrease and their cap- the day when compulsive 
Ual decrease as well. This dou- overealers are treated with the 
ble whammv would anoear in 


ble whammy" would appear to same concern as sufferers from 
explain the lack of a “feelgood" other eatino rikmvforK 


explain the lack of a “feelgood 1 ? 
factor. 

Michael W Eysenck 
Head, Department of 
Psychology 
Royal Holloway 
University of London 
Egham, Surrey 

Anorak pride 

Sir Could you clarify what is 
meant by an "anorak". James 


other eating disorders. •' 

' Geoffrey Durham 
' London, N6 

Krypton mystery 

Sir: Mystery rock baffles experts? 
(Report, 19 March.) Judging 
from your excellent colour pho- 
tograph, I am pretty sure the rock 
■“ a large chunk of kryptonite,’ 
from Superman’s borne planet of' 
Krypton. Numerous comics and 

turns wfl] bear me out ' 

• Ian Rowland 

London SW16 


meant by an "anorak". James 
Cusick writes that Thomas 
Hamilton seems to have been a 
“quiet ‘anorak 1 type" (report, 18 
March). On another page 1 read- 

national Science Week isn’t just - 

Heated dilemma 

want the bypass rubbish the pro- Sir: 1 am antrasecl at the suzees- 

jssse 

Spalding, Lincolnshire - 
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jflll that gives a licence to squander □ Needs must when the electoral devil drives □ No style in the Harvey Nichols stake sale 


P CARPETBAGGERS need not 
worry too riaoch. TJieir " EKJO 
qualgying stakes in the nation's 
building societies • are safe-ish. 

- Nfew powers proposed by the 

Trieastoy : cbuld encourage sod- 
: cries torto headlong.’ into new 
■ riskier . ventures, price again. .. 

Witrwss'iiie enormous Josses 
■made- ikt estate agencies by r the 
very ^mstitutions whothought 
' they ^ msd erstood the -housing 
^.nxarlKLNalionwide, Abbey Nat- 
ipnal and many-others could not ‘ 
to get .dieif hands on the 

.>‘K*aflitk ■ Whi'i f imIiiim * ^ ^ — - * — - - 


Societies ready for more danger 


: follow" Even before they could 
legally own estate agerits.under 
die- 1986 Building Societies Act, 
societies were doing deals to buy 
them fekriur tftaFif they, waited 
- until the following year - they 
-would lose-the best ones. . . 

. . Goodwill was at a premium 
. and the estate agents knew. how- 
to-market their one asset Build- 
ing societies are still paying the 
cost; Only ^yesterday Alliance & 
leidester wrote off £40 minkm 
against the sale of 70 estate 
agents. Last week it was the turn 
o f tfe Woolwich to take a hit on 
'estate 1 agencies bought from 
Prudential, at what was then 
thought to be the bottom of the 
market Before that it was Bristol 


• & West, while the good old 
Nationwide, wedded to mutual- 
ity, and Abbey National, which 
.bought while a society and sold, 
taking an enormous hit, as a 
bank, were neck and neck in the 
who-Io st-most stakes. 

Now. ay the societies try to 
reduce die number of people they 
have to pay a bonus to when they 
convert, they are to be given new 
powers to squander the money 
given to them to safeguard. 

. The draft "Bill published yes- 
terday will enable societies to 
operate general insurance com- 
panies and to feel the pain at Erst 
hand of subsidence claims and 
spiralling burglaries; to lend to 
landlords ana make business 
loans not'secured an land or any 
assets at all. 

The societies say they win not 
rush peJl meU into new busi- 
nesses, but we remember too 
well (hat the limited amount of 
commercial lending made to 
builders at the height of the 
property boom and secured on 
land cost 1 societies dearly. Alli- 
ance & Leicester, soon to leave 


the ranks of the societies to 
become a fully fledged bank, 
once set the building society 
record for bad debt provisions 
helped by' unwise lending to 
commercial builders. 

Mutuality for the next millen- 
nium — the Treasury’s phrase, 
not ours — is unlikely to be much 
safer. 

Yes, savers will have to hold 
accounts for two years to qualify 
for cash bonuses, reducing the 
number getting payouts. But, as 
the banks are reporting billions 
of pounds of profits and the 
insurance companies are at that 
point in the cycle when all is 
looking rosy, the societies will 
undoubtedly want some of the 
action. Therein lies the danger. 

Public sector tax 
cut requirement 

□ THERE are two racing cer- 
tainties on the economic "card. 
One is that France will qualify 
for EMU. The other is that 
Britain’s finances will be judged 


Pennington ii 



good enough in the autumn for 
Kenneth Clarke to propose hefty 
tax cuts. It is almost equally 
certain that neither will stand up 
to the more pernickety kind of 
critical scrutiny. 

At the fag end of the financial 
year, stale finances are open to so 
much seasonal distortion that 
interest centres mainly on 
whether the latest forecast will be 
met Even when Budgets were 
laid in March, this was unusual. 
Last year, there was a £10 billion 
deficit in March as departments 
spent up to budget If that 
happens this time, the £29 billion 
public sector borrowing require- 
ment forecast for 1995-% will be 


well missed. But one year rarely 
mirrors the previous one. 

Beyond such temporary excite- 
ment. the finances still "du not 
look as healthy as the Chancellor 
would like. VAT revenue and 
social security contributions are 
flat, tiwugh VAT ticked up in 
February and some other rev- 
enue streams are buoyant Some 
nifty fringe sales are boosting 
privatisation proceeds and sales 
of railway assets flatter the cash 
performance of public 
corporations. 

To reach his goals for 1996-97, 
die Chancellor" stil! needs the 
economy to grow faster, as fast 
as his Budget forecast. The 
longer it takes to accelerate 
towards that 3 per cent the more 
canny Ken will need to press 
steady Eddie in cut interest rates. 

Few textbooks recommend 
conducting a loose monetary 
policy in “order to make your 
fiscal stance look more prudent: 
But needs must when the elec- 
toral devil drives. As one less 
than idealistic analyst noted, Mr 
Clarke could even raise his 1996- 


97 FSBR for ecus i and then cut 
raxes on the grounds that this 
showed the economy was weak 
and needed a stimulus. At least 
that would absolve the Cabinet 
from the need to chouse whether 
sterling should join EMU. 

Absolutely 

Fabulous 

□ WHAT a splendid flotation 
advertising campaign it would 
have made! The Princess of 
Wales in search of retail therapy 
at the ground floor MAC cosmet- 
ics counter. Ab Fab's Patsy, on 
the first, slipping into a slinky 
little something from Moschino 
couture, while," on the fifth, her 
friend Edina pigged out on a 
snack from International Foods. 

Sadly, it was not to be. A 49.9 
per stake in Harvey Nichols, the 
Knightsbridge style temple, will 
be quietly sold to institutions. 

Perhaps Morgan Stanley, the 
advisers to the Wie have learnt 
from the example of the House of 
Fraser sale, launched in March 


[ 994 . Tim was promoted to the 
investing public in a TV eulogy, 
silkily voiced over by Selina 
Scon* Priced at )80p. the shares 
subsequently slumped to 127p. 
They have only recently recov- 
ered their poise. 

Seeing this frumpy perfor- 
mance. Harvey Nick's label- 
ioving clientele will feel less sad 
that they hare been deprived of 
another* status purchase, shares 
in their favourite store. Their 
cheque books can stay in their 
£400 Bottega Veneta bags, allow- 
ing them to run up higher 
balances on their their silver 
grev HN store cards. 

Morgan Stanley was yes- 
terday as tightlipped as a Palace 
spokesman about the way in 
which the flotation money will be 
spent But it seems that some will 
be used ro spread the Harvey 
Nicks logo beyond its Knights- 
bridge homeland. The store's 
name is now as well known for 
dining, as for fashion. Dickson 
Concepts, the store's owner, is 
already opening a Harvey Nich- 
ols in Leeds, the North's answer 
to SW3. 

Harrods is a name they say 
around Harvey Nichols only with 
a sniff (“all those terrible tourists 
in anoraks, darling!'*)- Bur its 
smaller rival obviously aspires to 
the same brand recognition. 


Doulton sales 
defy trading 
difficulties 

ROYAL DOULTON, toe fine 
china and giftware maker, 
achieved a 20.7 per cent rise in 
profits last year in spite of 
difficult trading conditions 
that held back sales growth 
(Sarah Bagnall writes}.! - - : " 

Pretax profits rose lb £152! 
million- from £12.6 jniUi 0 n in 
the year ending December 31, 
The advance was achieved cm 
the bade of a. 6.7 per cent rise 
in sales to £242£ mfifion. The 
news lifted toe shares 5 T ap to 

286p. s r - 

The final dividend, of 6-5p 
makes a total for the year of 
SJp, up 133 per cent from last 
time. The dividend, due June 
7. is being paid out of earn 1 
tngs of 20t4p a.share, up from 
18.4pTa$t tone. Adjusting tor 
toe -effects -of a- £L4 nriHForr 
write-backoo advance cocpo- 
ration tax “relating to the 
demeiger, etirinngs rose from 
15.^* to ITBp. - t ’ i 


Pearson admits loss 
on computer games 


PEARSON, the media and 
entertainment group that 
owns the Financial Times and 
Tussauds. admitted yesterday 
that Mindscape of America, 
one of its biggest acquisitions 
in recent years, has proved a 
disappointing investment. 

-Mmdscape. a software pub- 
lisher that specialises in 
game& lost £6.9 million in 
1995 against a profit of E3.5 
million in the previous year, 
white revenues slipped about 
20 per-cent to £60 million. 
Pearson paid $462 million for 
toe company in J994. 

Mindscape went into loss 
because demand for video- 
games delivered on disks and 
cartridges, two of toe compa- 
ny^, mam products, has col- 


ByErjcReguly 

lapsed. Games on compact- 
disks have become the indus- 
try norm. Pfearson also 
admitted that toe quality of its 
games was not the best John 
Moore, the new chief executive 
of Mindscape, said: “We were 
hying to be all things to all 
people and we tried to slip 
mediocre products into tin: 
marketplace." A new strategy 
was being sought. 

Pearson reported a pre-tax 
profit of £365 million in toe 
year to December 31, up 23 per 
cent. on. turnover of £1.83 
billion, up 18 per cent. That 
latest figure was boosted by a 
capital gain of E131 million on 
toe sale of its 9.75 . per cent 
stake in BSkyB. tire satellite 
broadcaster, the results were 


in line with forecasts. 
Operating profits, howerer, 
declined by 5 per cent to E260 
million and adjusted earnings 
per share were down 16 per 
cent to 28.Sp. largely due to the 
fall in contributions from 
BSkyB and a £35 million 
increase in restructuring 
charges, to £48 million. The 
charges included the dosure 
of the East India Dock print- 
ing site for toe Financial 
Times and cost-cutting mea- 
sures at Westminster Press. 

A final dividend of !CU75p is 
to be paid on June 7. making 
the total dividend 165p, up 10 
per cent The shares finished 
at 664p, up 7p. 

Tempos, page 2S 


Buffett in the 
market for 
acquisitions 

BERKSHIRE Hathaway, 
the US fund management 
group, is searching for an 
acquisition and could spend 
up to $5 bfllion in cash. 
Warren Buffett chairman, 
writes in the 1995 report 
“The larger the company, 
the greater will be our 
interest." He added that 
Berkshire “will not engage 
m unfriendly takeovers". 

Mr Buffett 65, also identi- 
fied a passible successor in 
Loa Simpson, president and 
chief executive officer of 
capital operations at Geico. 
a Berkshire subsidiary. Be- 
tween 1980 and 1995. equi- 
ties under Mr Simpson's 
management returned an 
average of 22.8 per cent 
annually, against 15.7 per 
cent for toe Standard & 
Poor’s 500. 


Hammer son pays Smok J rs h f lp 

r J cpt Bunzi 

a bigger final profits alight 


By Carl Mortished 


HAMMERSON, the property 
group that owns the Brent 
Cross shopping centre, has 
raised the final payout to 
shareholders, the first divi- 
dend increase since 1989. 

The company is paying a 
final dividend of 7.15p. up 
from 65p, which raises the 
total payment for 1995 to 
I0.65p, a 6.5 per cent increase. 
The dividend rise comes after 
a 22 per cent lift in adjusted 
pre-tax profits to £64 million, 
reflecting increased income 
from acquisitions and rent 
increases on retail property. 

Ron Spinney, chief execu- 
tive. said there were signs of 
renewed tenant demand, indi- 
cating that toe entire first 
phase uf the Brent Cross 
extension was fully let. white 
rent reviews were showing 
increases. “Zone A rents at 


Brent Cross have risen £20 per 
sq ft in the past IS months.” 

Over half of Hammersnn's 
rental income last year came 
from retail propeny. with 
rents some 7 per cent below 
market average. The retail 
portfolio fell 1 per cent in value 
because of a softening in 
investment yields. Offices 
were up marginally. 

Overall, the portfolio fell by 
0.6 per cent last year to £1.78 
billion, leaving Hammerson's 
net asset value per share up lp 
at 37bp from retained earn- 
ings. Hammerson is expecting 
to spend about £200 million in 
the current year on projects 
including the second phase of 
toe Brent Cross extension and 
the purchase of the Bull Ring 
site in Birmingham. 

Tempus. page 2S 


MORE low-tar smokers add- 
ed to a generally prosperous 
1995 for Bund, which makes 
paper and plastic products 
and commands about a tenth 
of the world's cigarette filter 
market and up to 40 per cent 
of global specialist filter sales 
(Christine Buckley writes). 

The 13 per cent rise in sales 
of specialist filters and 3 per 
cent profits increase to £15 
million across the filters oper- 
ation bolstered strong perfor- 
mances in other divisions. 

Pre-tax profits rose 33 per 
cent to £ 106.2 million in the 
year to December. Anthony 
Habgood, chief executive, 
said Bund could spend up to 
E 150 million on acquisitions, 
making gearing to about 50 
per cent Bund also said 
weaker second half economic 
conditions looked set to con- 
tinue. The 3.Sp final dividend 
makes 5-Sp, up 16 per cent. 


Client Service * 


■Ty, ■ mmM 

- v ‘■'".15 l> ' •’ * , r* J,*' 

.. -■ v . i-t 

- 2". , v .- - •5V* 



50 000 , 

men& 

With that many dedicated 
employees sharing a single 
vision worldwide, 
we can be confident in 
our commitment to quality 
service. 
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Although we are the 4th 
largest insurance Group 
worldwide by funds under 
management, what really 
matters to us is the individual. 
All the people working with 
AXA in 23 countries on 4 
continents are committed to 
devising better solutions for 
our clients' needs. 

We sum this up in one word: 
trust. Trust takes time to 
build, but can be lost in a 
moment If a client is not 
satisfied. 

So we are not speaking lightly 
when we say: "Go ahead. You 
can rely on us". 
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Wall Street recovery 
gives London a boost 


iVALL STREETS successful 
attempts at repairing the dam- 

jge caused by its recent correc- 
tion continue to benefit 
{London. The market was 
trucked higher by the Dow 
ih'ones rally of the past few 
todays, with share prices closing 
vaiear their best of the day as 
investors wait anxiously tor 
othi‘> week's inflation numbers 
alto sec it there is scope for a 
h'furrhcr cut in interest rates. 

C Tlie FT-SE 100 index opened 
a-fimier and ticked steadily liigh- 
h-er tu finish 24.8 up at .'.WJ.b. 
d Blu trading cr, millions prosed 
J.lhin. with a total ofru'f* million 
ir shares dunging hands, 
tl Once again, takeover talk 
v. kept investors on their lots 
b and cheered sentiment. Hopes 
si of an imminent bid from .Siebe 
is sent shares of Unitech surging 
(I I73p to nSSp. It followed news 
Ciate on Friday that 
Eleckt rowan had sold its 25 
p p-ir cent stake to Siebe for 5 l Xip 
ll a share, or £103 million. At last 
fi night's close, the stake was 

0 worth £1!*A2 million. 

a Socieie Generate Strauss 
a Turnbull, the broker, is said to 
F be warning Siebe it will have 
si to pay up to 750p a share. Bui 
p other brokers. like Henderson 
E Crosrhuaite. say the eventual 
p price is likely to be nearer c»50p 
s a share. 

n BAT Industries edged up 
r 2.75p to 48Sp despite the 
decision of Liggett, a rival 
a American tobacco producer, to 
r settle several outstanding law 
e suits brought by cancer vie* 
j. rims. BAT could offer little to 
c reassure brokers and major 

1 shareholders at a presentation 
in London, other than tell 

i them it would continue tD fight 
i any claims. 

F The two English power gen- 
t era tors responded positively to 
i the news that the Government 
t had given the Monopolies and 
i Mergers Commission an extra 

• two weeks to report on their 
t bids for two regional electric- 
i ity companies. National Povv- 
£ er's bid for Southern Electric. 

2p bener at SSSp. has been put 
on hold while die MMC 
carries out its inquiry. So has a 
similar offer by PowerGen. 
up I Vi p at 518p. for Midlands 
Electricity. 2p harder at 3 c J4p. 

Brokers view the move posi- 
tively arid suy that even if die 
. hids are eventually blocked 
i the power generators may 
choose to use their surplus 
I cash io reward shareholders. 

1 National Power closed 9*2 p 
up at 471p. 

: Tie banks staged a niuch- 

: needed rally, having been 

• overshadowed bv threats of a 
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Stuart Lyons, of Royal Doultoo. saw shares improve 5fep 


mortgage price war and the 
feeling that interest rates may 
have * bottomed out. There 
w ere solid gains for die likes of 
Lloyds TSB, I3p to 307p: 
Abbey National. I2p to 
550b p: Bank of Scotland. (Op 
to 255p: Barclays. ISp to 713p: 
HSBC. 14p to W2p: National 
Westminster, ISp to oJ7p: and 
Royal Bank of Scotland. I3p 
to 535p. That old takeover 


A profits warning left 
Rainford. the telecoms equip- 
ment supplier, nursing a fall 
of Q2p at 2S2p. Pre-tax profits 
for the current year will fail to 
match brokers’ forecasts of 
£7.7 million but should exceed 
the £5.4 million last time. 

Full-year figures from Pear- 
son were much in line with 
City forecasts, with the shares 
adding 7p at 664p. Pre-tax 


Credit Lyonnais Laing. the broker, has been taking a close look 
at the charts and says the insurance composites have been 
oversold. It has told clients there is scope for a 10 per cent 
improvement short term. Top of its shopping list is Commerical 
Union, up 8 bp at 572p. and Royal, lOp better at 356p. 


favourite Standard Chartered 
also made headway, adding 
7b p toolOp. 

City’ speculators are taking 
ihc view that the door remains 
open for BT to make a full bid 
for Cable and Wireless. Re- 
ports at the weekend claim BT 
is still anxious to acquire 
C&W, up I Up at 485p. Recent 
talks between the two broke 
down. BT also rose 4p to 
351 bp. 


profits were’ up from £2^8 
million to £365 million, bol- 
stered by a profit of E131 
million on the sale of its bear 
10 per cent stake in BSfcyB. 
Brokers expgpt Pearson's 
share of the start-up costs of 
Channel 5 to be about £50 
million. 

Royal Doultoo. the china- 
ware producer, which was 
floated off from Fearson. cele- 
brated a rise in full-year p re- 


POWERGEN: MONOPOLIES 
COMMISSION GIVEN MORE TIME TO 
CONSIDER BIDS . , 
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New Yoric (midday): : 


tax profits from £12.6 million 
to £15.2 million with a rise of 
5b p to 286 p. 

Argos, the catalogue retail- 
er. slipped 2b p to 638p after 
announcing plans to use up 
some of its cash surplus by 
paying shareholders a special 
42p dividend, costing £127 
million. It coincided with fuli* 
year figures showing pre-tax 
profits £2 4.2 million higher at 
£124.4 million. 

Tlie fluctuating cost of raw 
materials failed to dent full- 
year figures from BunzJ. the 
packaging specialist, which 
came in at the top end of 
expectations. Pre-tax profits 
were up a third at £106 
million, with shareholders re- 
warded by a 16 per cent hike in 
the dividend. The shares rose 
Sp to 209p. 

MAID, the on-line informa- 
tion provider, slipped 3p to 
192p after plunging into the 
red last year with a deficit of 
£4 million against a profit last 
rune of E1.3 million. 

A 25 per cent hike in profits 
and news of disposals lifted 
Glynwed International 13p to 
35 Ip. The group says it plans 
to sell off some of its non-core 
activities. 

A bumper set of full-year 
figures lifted Doefiex 20p to 
23Sp. Pre-tax profits surged 
£1.2 million to £3 million. The 
group said (he figures had 
been bolstered by a sharp 
drop in the price of raw 
materials. 

□ GILT-EDGED: Prices 
ticked steadily higher, sup- 
ported by firmer US Treasury 
bonds and German bunds. 
The Public Sector Borrowing 
Requirement held few sur- 
prises and will result in £3 
billion of underfunding for the 
bond marker. 

Investors are now anxiously 
awaiting this week's inflation 
numbers and details today of 
the auction. The Bank of 
England is expected to issue a 
further £3 billion of the exist- 
ing Treasury' 7 per cent 2000 
or create a new stock. Trea- 
sury 8 per cent 2001. In the 
futures pit. the June series of 
the long gilt rose £*32 to 
£105*32 in low turnover. Trea- 
sury 8 per cent 2015 rose EU to 
£96 j 4, while at the shorter 
end. Treasury 8 per cent 2000 
was a tick firmer at E1Q2 S 32. 

□ NEW YORK: Wall Street 
shares extended last week's 
rally, with high-technology 
and interest-sensitive issues 
leading the way. At midday, 
the Dow Jones industrial aver- 
age was up 45.16 points to 
5.630.13. 
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RISES: 

Unitech 688p(+173p) 

RPS Group 129pl+13p) 

Brandon Hire J15p (4-tOp) 

Doeflex 238p(+20p) 

TT Group 311p(4-18p) 

Molina 945p (+45p) 

Lloyds TS8 - 307p{+12'sp) 

EurodisElec 295p(+11pj 

Wassail - 276pt+10p) 

Royal Ins 356p(+10p) 

Nat West 627p(4-17*?pl 

SemaGroup _.. 6Z2p[+16p) 

Oxford Inst 443p {-rllp) 

Barclays 713p (4-17'4J) 

Ryl BkScot 535p(+12bp) 

Abbey Nat 550'jp 1+1 2p) 

Forward Gp 6S0p (+15p) 

AtfedDomecq 491p (+10'jp) 

FALLS: 

Raiifafd .' 282p t-B2p) 

Acorn Comp - 192p (-lOp) 

Veto 242p (-9p)’ 

Osborn fi Little 420p (-15p) 

Wilson Bowdn 405p (-14p) 

Tibbet & Brittn 455p (-ISp) 

Rltronic Com 405p(-12pj 

Unigale 450p(-10p) 

Siebe 826p(-18p) 

UK Land 9tp (-8pJ 

BOC 904p{-7p) 
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Waning, not waxing 


PEARSON did its best yesterday to quash 
rumours that it is about to demerge, embark . 
on an asset-selling binge, make a btgybang 
acquisition or be taken over. The soft soap did 
not work. Pearson remains unfocused and 
saddled with, a management team that, with 
one of two exceptions, is seen as lefitar^ic and 
accident prone, in short; a company ripe for 
corporate upheaval. If it fails to do. die job 
itself, outsiders would no doubt be Happy to 
oblige. A takeover premium has recently crept 
into the shares and it Is unlikely to disappear 
soon. . 

The perception that Pearson ismaking too 
many mistakes began last year .when it sold 
its 9.75 per cent stake in BSkyB,'the satellite 
broadcaster, at a price well below the top of 
the market It also unloaded its shares in 
Yorkshire Tyne-Tees Television at about 


suspected for some ^ J? fo r s ”Ej c jt it 
American software iwbhster d ^ster 
paid $500 million, has beat a 
Shedding Mindscape remains an opnm 
S te new boss Mid outs, do nonsotots 
can come up with a better solution. 

. pearson points to its succ^ses in 
programming and in educational publishing 
Yet, these businesses sit uncomfortably. 
waxwork dummies, th ? me ffl&a^rsoh 

Mindscape and a more vuigar managonerri 
team could soon be ejecting the waxworks 
from the Tnuseum. 


Unitech 

UNITECH shareholders 
should stop celebrating and 
look carefully at the lie of the 
land ahead. The price of 
their shares has shot up 
almost £2 since Siebe took 
control of 29 per cent of the. 
company, and some analysts 
are hoping for a £7 bid. But- 
having secured its position, 
there is no reason for Siebe 
to rush in with a high offer. 

Fear of a large institutional ' 
placing of the Electrowatt 
stake had been depressing 
the price of Uni tech shares, 
which would otherwise fetch 
a premium on the strength of 
rising demand from telecoms 
companies for its power mod- 
ules. The growth rate attracts 
Siebe. a hugely successful 
engineering group with a 
stock market rating to.match. 

There is little synergy be- 
tween Unitech’s power packs 
and Siebe’S temperature con- 


BAT 

BAT shares have been 
pounded by the fuss ovfer the 
apparent ~ agreement by 
Liggett, a small US tobacco 
manufacturer, to -settle a 
class action suit from injured 
smokers. The reaction is ex- 
cessive and BAT shares lode 
extremely cheap, while the 
Liggett deal is likely to be a 
sideshow in the endless battle 
between the US personal 
injury litigation industry and 
the tobacco barons. 

The Liggett deal has little 
to do with law and much to 
do with bid politics. Liggett is 
run by Bennett LeBow, a cor- 
porate raider who is fighting 
a proxy battle totake over the 
board of RJR Nabisco, the 
tobacco and foods conglom- 
erate. By settling wfrh the 
litigants. LeBow removesone 
of the potential impediments 
to his declared .strategy -of 
spinning off Nabisco; RJR's 
bosses maintain that any 
demerger would fail] foul of 
the tobacco litigants who 
would claim it was a device to 


trol devices, but Siebe is 
under pressure to continue 
its double-digit earnings 
growth and wants to be seen 
as ah electronics rather than 
engineering company. 

'Unitech, therefore, fits the 
bill:; an undervalued com- 
pany in a sexy industry, and 
Siebe’s price earnings multi- 
ple of 20 times means it can 
afford to use its shares to buy 
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protect 1 the assets from 
claims. 

Fears that the , tobacco in- 
dustry is breaking ranks -m 
its opposition to claims seem 
absurd given that the Liggett 
settlement is conditional and 
depends on corralling a huge 
number of plaintiffs, into the 
deaL .. _ _ _ 

It also ignores the existence 
of many other class actions 
and the potential for others. 
The tobacco barons are not 
insured against these claims 
and have no incentive to 
settle with a set of plaintiffs. 
only to see dozens more leap 
into the courtroom. 


Argos. 


.ARGOS finally smashed ;its 
piggy, tank, yesteiday .and 
handed a fistful of cash to 
shareholders. 

“ The 42p a share special 
dividend has been carefully 
pitched at a level that avoids 
disappointing investors but 
kireps sufficient 'in the kitty 
.for future expansion and an. . 
acquisition. 


The payout of £126.8 mil- 
lion compares with average 
1995 resources of £190 million 
and Argos will soon replace 
the funds returned to share- 
holders. In- 1995 Argos added 
£40 million to its funds, in the 
previous year. £35 million 
and in 1993. £29 million. 

Argos. -.does, .not lack re- 
sources and potential acqui- 
sitions are^beiiig scrutinised 
but the company’s problem is 
find mg investments that will 
not dilute its demanding tar- 
get rate of return. Mean- 
while., the core business 
grows healthily, but Argos 
still faces pressure on gross 
margins' 'from demanding 
consumers. New store open- 
ings and tight cost control are 
part of the answer but the 
question still remains as to 
what will Argos wiiJ do to se- 
cure long-term growth? 

Special dividends are not 
enough -and. given the City’s 
confidence in the manage- 
ment an acquisition is still 
perceived as a possibility. 

Edited by Carl Mortjshed 


earnings. Siebe should resist 
the temptation to overpay for 
a quick agreed deaL With 29 
per cent under its belt at 
590p, it is already seeing a 
substantial profit. 

A bid at £7 would be 
dilutive for Siebe, which is 
not known for overpaying: 
with that in mind. Investors 
could do worse than sell in 
the market 
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| he sixth cridcet World 
Cup. won so engag- 
|_ ingiybySri Lanka on 
Sunday, was the first 
on which I had not reported. I 
followed it instead,, with the 
help of television, the sound 
turned up or down according 
to the commentator. If, for 
example, it was the brash told 
starkly undisceming - Tony 
Greig. the picture had to be left 
to speak for itself. : . . 

Even Richie Benaud,' re- 
nowned for his clipped and 
clinical efficiency, processed 
perfectly ordinary catches as 
marvels of their kind, while 
England’s melancholy cricket 
could have found no more apt 
accompaniment than Bob Wil- 
- Iis*s .voice. For those with 
sufficient patience, Geoff Boy- 
cott was good value; so too was 
Ian Chappell. 

Following the England side, 
whether in person or from 
k afar, has become a depressing 
business. It is not the fact of 
their losing so much as "the 
way in which they lose that 
. . makes it so. Throughout the 
winter, they have onder- 
, achieved; nor, from all ac- 
counts. does their demeanour 
. become them. 1 am sure that, 
in their way, they are as keen 
. as keen can be — and still they 

flounder. 

Although, as England 

captain. Raymond 
Illingworth was never a 
great one for what might 
loosely be called the' 
niceties of the job, his 
cunning as a reader of ■ 
the game was widely 
acknowledged. Yet in ■ 
both their recent cam- . 
paigns under his ditto-. 
non — in South Africa and 
again during the World Cup— 
England have seemed con- 
stantly to be in a muddleSvhen 
it has come to making the best 
of their resources. . 

Illingworth and. Michael 
Atherton, the present captain, 
are both unabashed pragma- 
tists, and when, as- now, 
pragmatism is routed and 
c* ingenuity prevails, cricket it- 
' self is the winner: England are 
being left behind nor as 
result of the county system — 
that, to me. is just a pretexr— 
but for more irreversible 
reasons. 

If the Almighty were to give 
priority to restoring England’s 
cricketing reputation. He 
would need simply to switch 
rite climates so that the British 
Isles have the sunshine and 
the hard pitches while their 
- Test playing rivals were left to 
shelter arid shudder, more 
than they ever have, to; While 
Test matches in this country 
were played, on uncovered 
'• pitches, as they were until 



John Woodcock salutes the 


cricketing triumph of 


ingenuity over pragmatism 


1980. England at home en- 
joyed an inherent advantage, 
one that enabled than to trade 
on their weather. Since falling 
in line with the practice else- 
where and putting the covers 
on, their record has. almost 
inevitably, declined. 

There is no way that Jim 
Laker, great bowler that he 
was, would have taken his 
historic 19 wickets for 90 runs 
against Australia at Old 
Trafiord in. 1956 had the 
regulations been as they tone 
today, or that Fred Trueman 
would finish with 29 wickets at 
only 13 runs apiece from four 
Test matches against a mod- 
ern India side, as he did 
against their predecessors on 
uncovered pitches in the wet 
summer of 1952. To win mare 
than the odd Test match now, 
even in this country, a side 
miist have' absolutely top-class 
fast bawling or equally good 
wrist spin, two areas in which, 
for two unalterable reasons, 
England have almost always 
been deficient 

One reason is the weather, 


aforementioned Ian Chappell, 
with' Mike Gatting working 
alongside him. A similar es- 
tablishment' in this country 
has nothing like the same 
appeal. 

Meanwhile, the England 
playtos must be made to 
believe in " themselves, not as 
models'- for fancy glasses and 
psychedelic watch straps, but 
as proud, . worthy and achiev- 
ing cricketers. To this end, it 
would be good to see what Ian 
Botham could do as their 
coach-cum-motivator. I know 
his "trackrecord" is somewhat 
tainted 'and -that he was. an 
unsuccessful captain, and I 
hear the curmudgeons saying 
“You must be crazy**, but he 
was such a wonderful cricket- 
er, and who else has the same 
potential to inspire? 

For all his concern and 
wiliriess, perhaps because of it 
Illingworth has become, J 
tliink. an oppressive influence. 
He is, fey nature, censorious, 
and it is not censoriousness 
that is wanted- The game in 
which he. rose so unshakably 

from the ranks is not the 

game of. today, and the 
concept of such an all- 
powerful figure is flawed 
anyway. 

England’s cricket in 
the World Cup was be- 
hind the times. The fact 
that, in theory, it would 

have been possible to 

win it without taking a 
single wicket should have 
favoured England. Instead, 
they played uninyenrtvely, and 
that had nothing to do with 
our domestic syston. 

When first I went with the 
England team to Australia, we 
used to dock at Colombo for a 
picnic match against Ceylon 
(now Sri Lanka) and to sail 
away that same night thinking 
how wristfly the islanders had 
is- done to tne bowled and how naturally 
system" - In the search for to ^ they batted: Until 1962-63. die 
solution, it might well "be fleeting visits of the MCC team 


‘It would be good to 
see what Ian Botham 
could do as their 
coach-cum-motivator’ 


the other our indigenously 
low, slow pitches. Since the 
1950s. when Trueman, Brian 
Statham. Frank Tyson and 
Peter . Loader were in their 
prime, England have had only 
two genuinely fast match- 
winning bowlers . — John 
Snow and Willis — and noth- 
ing resembling a world-class 
wrist spinner. This is not 
suddenly going to change, 
whatever is- done to file 


• worth lookmg abroad. 

Sceptical to start with of the 
benefits of acricket academy, I 
-have been converted by the 
'Australian ' experience. I 
would, therefore, suggest that 
an English winter school 
should be set up m the 
southern hemisphere, prefera- 
bly in South Africa, and 
somewhere like Bloemfontein 
. or Kimberley, where the sun 
shines, the hall bounces and 
the cost of living would make 
the proposition viable. To run 
it I would try to get .the 





Illingworth, left andAthotonare u n a b ashed pragmatists 


or tof an Australia side bound 
for Engltoid prompted a pub- 
lic holiday. Ceylon was an out- 
l*st of the game. Now, hey 
have won he World Cup. 
playing old-fashioned cricket, 
based on strokeplay, flighted 
spin and a ready smile, with a 
captain who looks like an old- 
fashioned silhouette. 

In another -40 years, Kenya, 
too. could be enjoying he 
party: given he fatalities, hey 
have the flair to make good use 
of them. It is not only in cricket 
that other countries have 
caught up England, and here 
is no disgrace in it Just as 
South Americans can do 
things with a football or 
Pakistanis in a squash court 
which Englishmen cannot so 
Sri Lankan batsmen have he 
eyes and wrists and instincts 
to conjure up strokes that are 
beyond us occidentals, except 
perhaps a Denis Compton or a 
George Gunn. 

It is all very wonderful, not 
least hat on Sunday Australia 
were out-played by Sri Lanka, 
scarcely less comprehensively 
than England had been. That 
made me. for one. fee) a great 
deal better. 


Sri Lankan style provides tournament’s redeeming feature 



Amid unprecedented security, he victorious Sri Lankans, centre, produced irresistible cricket and Kenya, right the World Cup's outstanding result 

Cup tarnished for love of money 


THE uplifting triumph of the 
unconsidered Sri Lankans did 
much to salvage he cricket 
World Cup. Much, but not 
quite enough; for he abiding 
memory of the sixth limited- 
overs championship will not 
be of cricket at all. but of the 
money-making obsession hat 
relegated he game to just one 
more ride in he commercial 
fairground. 

The warning signs were 
brassily clear on the hot 
Calcutta night five weeks ago. 
when he organisers of this 
extravaganza proudly un- 
veiled their opening ceremo- 
ny. It had cost a small fortune 
and it was an incoherent mess. 
Thousands left bewildered, 
unsure of what hey were 
supposed to have appreciated 
but aware hat an obscene 
amount of money was in- 
volved. The whole, sorry 
event proceeded in he same 
theme. 

Throughout one message 
was uncomfortably loud. The 
priority of those behind this 
tournament should have been 
to produce the most attractive, 
competitive and smoothly co- 
ordinated of one-day competi- 
tions. Yet it was not Instead, it 
was to make more money than 
any previous cricket event In 
hat doubtless, hey were 
successful. Sponsors, seduced 
by the glamour that cricket 
exudes in these nations, jostled 
for endorsements and adver- 
tising space. 

What a pity, therefore, hat 
within his financial fever, he 
mechanics of orchestrating a 
successful tournament — lo- 
gistics, practice facilities and 
he logic of the playing format 
— were shamefully neglected. 
The teams and all hose travel- 
ling with hem were exhausted 
not by he cricket which was 
spasmodic, but by the lortuous 
journeys. Their abiding im- 
pression will be of a touma- 


Alan Lee, cricket correspondent, on how the one-day world 
championship will be remembered for the wrong reasons 


ment hat took almost a month 
to start properly and was then 
over in ten days. 

Perhaps the administrators 
who voted for this World Cup 
to be smged by he sub- 
oontinrntal tripartite are satis- 
fied. The inducement to hem 
all was money and hat hey 
will receive; yet, if this contin- 
ues to be he sole justification 
for such derisions, then he 
game of cricket has 3 precari- 
ous and unattractive future. 

Long before he competition 
began, its overwhelming 
structural flaw was obvious. 
To include hree non-Test 
playing countries in a field of 
12 and then take 30 matches to 
reduce he field to eight was a 
recipe for a protracted series of 
practice matches hat even the 
highly-paid publicity machine 
of this tournament could in- 
vest with no more than artifi- 
cial significance. 

This is not to denigrate he 
three associate nations who 


gave he event some fond 
moments, such as Sultan 
Zarawani. he princely cap- 
tain of United Arab Emirates, 
pondering whether to wear a 
helmet after being hit on he 
head by Allan Donald and 
concluding hat he would do 
so “to stop mother worrying". 
Or Roland Lefebvre defying 
an ever-more incapacitating 
groin injury to hobble through 
his bowling for Holland. Or 
Tariq Iqbal, Kenya's uncoor- 
dinated wicketkeeper, beard- 
ed. pot-bellied, bespectacled 



M E Waugh (Auareribi 
S T Jayasuriya (Sn Lanka) 

B C Lara (Wen Inches) 

S R Tondiikar (India) 

P A de Siva (Sn Lanka) 

•W J Cronte (South Africa) 
tN R Mongte (lnda] 

S K Wame (Australia) 

Wagar Youths I Pakistan I 
CEL Ambrose (West hd>esi 
A R Kombte (India) 


and beside himself with joy as 
he caught Brian Lara. 

This was he day when 
Kenya beat West Indies, he 
day of he competition in a 
sense. Yet even that result did 
not mean as much as it should 
have, for Kenya still could not 
progress to he knockout 
stages and West indies still 
comfortably did so. It was he 
imposition of a quarter-final 
round for the first rime, un- 
doubtedly to maximise tele- 
vision revenue, hat killed he 
early stages as a spectacle. 

Whether England deserve 
to be he next hosts is open to 
debate after he dismal perfor- 
mance of Michael Atherton’s 
team, which reflected nothing 
more clearly than he low 
priority given to one-day 
cricket 

Certainly. World Cup crick- 
et will never mean as much in 
England as it does on the 
subcontinent and for hat we 
must all be grateful. There is 




RESLXTS: Group A- W hd«s t* 3mbab*B 
tv 6 wkty. Sn Lanta bt AusnAa. forfeit Inoe 
bt Kanya by 7 wtas Sn Lanfa a Zimbabwe 
by B wUs indie K W hefies by 5 uMs. 
Ausmta t* Kenya by 97 rurc 3rt Lanka M W 
Indies, tale*. Austraia bt kxlia by 16 runs. 
Zimbabwe H Kenya by 5 was. Kenya bt W 
Indies by 73 runs: Australia tt Zimbabwe tv 8 
wMs; Sn Lanka bt hdaty 6 Atts.VYIncfes or 
Australia by 4 wWs: hrte U Zimbabwe by 40 
runs' Sn Lanka bt Kenya by 144 ruts Grxd 
B: New Zealand bl Eretond by 1 1 raw. South 
Africa bl UAE by 168’ runs New Zeeland W 
Hotend by 1 19 runs. England M UAE by a 
v&n. South Africa ta New Zealand by 5 wi ts 
Enpkav) bl HoOand b» 49 runs. Psfauan br 
UAE by 9 wMs. South Alrica bl England by 78 
ruts. Pakeran tk HoHand 0? 6 wMs: New 
Zealand m UAE by 109 rure, Soum Africa bl 
Patetan by 5 wfls: UAE bl Holland by 7 vrMs. 
PakBian br England by 7 w«s. South Africa 
bl bfcAmd by 180 rune Pakistan bl New 
Zealand by 46 tins Quaner-Snata: Srt LanLa 
bt Engtana by S wMs. haa bl Patosion by 39 
runs. VV Inrtes Dt South Atnca by 19 rims. 
Auskata bl New Zealand by 6 w«s Semt- 
finSbeSn Lanka btfrtta i match abandoned). 
Australia bt W Ntcs sv 5 runs Ftnah Sn 
Lanka bl Australia by 7 wktt 


Batting averages 

Qualification two completed mrvigs 


Bowling 

OjaHiceJion. five wickets 


Deprti ■ - . 

(cm) Conditions Rureto.-.. 
L U ' Piste Oftfp. .- resort 


Weather 
(5pm) last 
' *C' snow 


AUSTRIA . 'I.'.. 

Obercurol . 30 90 good heavy ■ . Shiah ter 5 18/3 

(,Vew snow covemet worn patches; s/iff mtfcfl 
Scb.lodminq -50 . 90 qood varied, .skish sun .10. 18/3 

(AP mid and upper runs sJrfl good, slush tow down) 

=F.ANCE - ; 

Mpe d'Huez 95 310 son heavy soft cfcjud 5 -17/3 

(tdany nintp^ soft and heavy; snow good above 2,500 metres) 
Vioriar 120- 170 good - varied- slushy cloud . o \7/3 

{Typical spring conditions with 'poor visibility) 


TALV 

&Ytr.ia 


17/3 




160 290 good powder good fine 4 

{very good skiing . avalanche danger off-piste) 

V/fiZESLANQ . 

' Monona 10 220 ter heavy ' worn snow -1 18/3 

iZ-’ved visibility tearing to tricky conditions! 
iraiefwaa 10 50 ter poor slush deed 4 

■ . iSesf shfflid above rrod-stefens) 

So^oe: Sri Cub dt Great Britain. L - tower, slopes, U. - upper. 


12/3 





1 NO R HS Avgeigo 


0 

M R 

WAvgeEcon 

ARafTBajrrga 

6 

4 241 75* 120 5 

— 

A A Donald 

34 

0 126 

815.75 3 70 

PAdeSfea 

b 

1 448 145 S9 80 

2 

PASirana 

421 

J 192 

121600 <55 

SRTencWIcar 

7 

1 523 137 87 IB 

2 

CEL Ambrose 563 

11 170 

101700 300 

S3^«d Amvar 

6 

2 329 83* B22S 

— 

R A Harper 

58 

6 219 

121825 3 77 

MEWaugfr 

/ 

1 484 130 80 86 

3 

D WFlevmng 

452 

3 221 

1218 41 4 87 

G Kuilerr 

8 

1 391 168* 7820 

J 

A Kimble 

694 

5280 

1518 66 4 01 

AC Hudson 

4 

0 275 161 68 75 

1 

Waqai Vourvs 

54 

5 253 

1319 46 4 68 

Saim Mi&y. 

3 

1 133 55* 66 50 

— 

SLVRaiu 

40 

4 158 

8 19.75 3 95 

H P THo*£rame 5 

3 128 70-64 00 

— 

B M McMdran 

43 

5 127 

621.16 2 95 

0 JCiJinan 

6 

2 255 69 6375 


SKWame 

68.3 

3 263 

1221 SI 383 

LKGenrron 

6 

3 191 89 6366 

— 

Ravat‘ Ai. 

Jt>2 

3 176 

82200 <&i 

G P Thorpe 

6 

2 254 es 6350 

— 

PAJDeFirtas33 1 

6 140 

62333 4 22 

R B Richardson <5 

2 238 93* 5900 

— 

Mustnaq Ahmed 57 

2 238 

102380 4 17 

WJ C«on|e 

b 

1 276 78 5520 

— 

P L Symco. 

40 

2 148 

624 66 3 70 

BCLara 

6 

1 268111 53 80 

1 

D J Nash 

35 

4 153 

62550 4 37 

GAHO 

l 

1 212104*53 00 

1 

S DiAanwala 

33 

l 153 

625 50 4 63 

A P Gumsmha 

IS 

0 307 87 51 16 


Atfiar Sated 

31 

1 157 

626.16 506 

S G law 

6 

2 204 72 51 00 

— 

Aqlt? Jared 

393 

2 189 

727 00 4 78 

RASrruih 

2 

0 100 75 50 00 

— 

C i Hams 

33 

2 135 

527.00 4 09 

bcamirvuV+Ljq 5 

2 145 53* 48.33 

— 

DGCorX 

48 

2 216 

827.00 4 50 

Aamn stfiaii 

B 

0 272111 45 33 

1 

C A Walsh 

553 

9 210 

73000 3 7S 

SR Waugh 

7 

2 226 82 45 20 

— 

M Murai>trarar57 l 

3 216 

73056 3.77 

P A J DWBrtas 

2 

0 89 67 44 50 

— 

SR Waugh 

31 

2 157 

531 40 5 06 

VGKarnhTi 

7 

3 176 106 44 00 

1 

| M Odumfr? 

425 

6 189 

631 50 4 41 

*CnjRE$ 

• K.r* ! 

'S 





no pride in partisanship when 
its consequences are riots, 
suicides and abuse of cricket- 
ers who could do no wrong 
until hey lost a match. This 
was he ugly face of the World 
Cup. he issue that must be 
addressed first before any 
leading tournament is award- 
ed to the subcontinent again. 

The levels of security were 
unprecedented. Police and 
troops were everywhere, 
sometimes outnumbering 
spectators at he early games. 
Yet when it mattered, in he 
fevered. irrational 

atmospheres of Bangalore and 
Calcutta, it transpired hat 
7.000 security personnel are 
next to useless if heir agenda 
is headed by watching cricket 
in comfort. 

Nowhere, of course, was the 
security examined more close- 
ly than in Sri Lanka, and 
Australia decided that ii was 
insufficient to warrant them 
risking he lives of their play- 
ers. After all that had gone on 
between he teams, the person- 
al threats to Australian play- 
ers and hen he tragic 
Colombo bombing, it seemed 
a reasonable decision. How- 
ever. it haunted Australia’s 
progress through he cup un- 
til. as if by destiny, hey met 
Sri Lanka in the final. 

It was not a great final. It 
was not a great competition. 
Yet Sri Lanka played the 
stirring, irresistible cricket of 
an extremely good one-day 
team. It would just be so much 
more satisfactory if this was 
he most compeUing memory 
of he World Cup. 

□ It was decided at a meeting 
in Lahore yesterday hat the 
next World Cup, in England in 
1999. would again involve 12 
teams, in two qualifying 
groups of six. The top two in 
each group would go either 
into semi-finals or a round 
robin to decide he finalisis. 


.= FOOTBALL 
Xfcksjff 7.30 unless stated 
m denctes'*HK*et match 
Data Cup 

Quarter-finais, second leg 

Bordeaux (0) v.AC Milan 12) 

Nottingham Forest (1) 

v Bayern Munich (7 45)® 

PSV Eaidhoven (2fv Barcelona (2) ... 

Roma (0) y Siavia Prague (2) 

FA Carfing P w m i aieWp ' 

Aston Vito v MdcOesbrough (7-45) . . 
Endstetgri Insurance League 
Rest division 

Barnsley vHuddetsfWd (7.45) 

Crystal Palace w Luton f7 45) 

Ipswich v Oldham (7.45) 

Reading v Southend (7 45) 

Second division 

Bradford v Notts County (7.45) 

Bnentlord v Catlote C7-45) .... 

Chesterfield v Werftam 

* Crewe v Burnley 

* Oxlorti UId v Swindon (7.45) .. . 

Shrewsbury v Peterborough - 

Stockpoi v Bristol City 

Third division 

Bury v Hereford ... .. 


Chester vWtaan 

Colchester v Cambridge UId (7.45) .... 
Leylon Driers v Scertwrough (7.45) . 

Lincoln v Bamt* (7.45) 

Northampton v Hardepool (7.45) 

Rochdale v Torquay 

Vauxhafl Conference 

Fambotough v Dover (7 45) 

Stafybndge v Runcorn (7 45) _ 

WoWng vSlough |7.45) . 

Spalding Cop 
Semifinals, first leg 

Btomsgrcwe v Kedenrg (7.45) .. 

Southport v Macclesfield (7 45) .... 
BeTs Scottish League 
First division 

Greenock Morton v Dunlermfine (5 Dj . 

BEAZER HOMES LEAGUE: Premier di- 
vision: Dorchester v Suttoury Town (7 45). 
Gresfey v Gloucester: Hatesown v 
Rushden and DismoncSs (7.45i. Itaaon v 
Alhaslone MkSand dMston: Bndto**' * 
Soltwfr. HlncMev Town v Lesceoer United- 
Sutton Cotdheid v Tamworth. Southern 
dhibfcuc Enth and Belvedere v Weymouth. 
Witney v Tonbridge Angels Dr Marten’s 
Cup: SemMbuf. Brat leg: Ufrieston v Moor 
Green 

fCtS LEAGUE: Premier dMalon: Boreham 


Wood v ErtieW: B/omley v Chensey (7 45). 
Carshafton v Bishop's Stortferd (7451: 
DUwich v Hayes: St Albans v Kingsionan 
(7 45): Walton and Hersnam v Molesey 
(7 45) First division: B&tftamsied 


Basngstote; Heybndge Swtrs v Aldershot 
Town Second division: Bedlotd Town v 
Wtvenhoe- Bracknell v Hemal Hempstead. 
Luthernead v Dorking; MeoopalCBn Pokes 
v Hamrton. Titoury v Saffron Wetaen; Ware 
vBararead Thao (M9ion: East Thutrockv 
Lewas: Epsom and Ewell v Windsor arid 
Eton; HareJeW v Clapton; Lergrton v Ave- 
loy Somhati v Camberiey: Ws»da one v 
Hertford 

UNIBOND LEAGUE: Premier dMston: 
Chortey v Fnckley. Gamtborough v Em ley; 
KnowSev v Accnnglon Slartey. MaBock v 
Wtnon Ftrei dvtskxc NelhcrtieJd v Whitley 
Bay President's Cup: Second round 
replay: Buxton v Guseley 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: First 
div is io n: Queens Perk Rangers v Ports- 
mouth (at Lottus Road. 2 0). West Ham v 
MM|7G 

PONTTN5 CENTRAL LEAGUE (7 Of Fnst 
cSvrslon; Derth- v Mancncslcr United; 
Sheffield Wednesday v Evert an (at Roih- 
emam FC); Tranmarc v Botion Second 
cfivtslorr Covermy v HuH: Grmsby Town v 
Aston Vtfia 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Bengor Cay v 
Porthmadog: Conrvih's Quay v Ftnyt. 


Uansanittrald v Bmort Forty |B 0;: Battv v 
inter Cardiff 

IRISH LEAGUE OOCAOOLA FLOODLIT 
CUP: Ftnef: CWtonviBe v Gian or an I at 
Wrxtscr ParH. Bettay) 

COMBINED COUNTIES LEAGUE Pre- 
mier dMetore Ashford v Meretham: 
Famham v Walton Casuals, Hortey v 
Fettham 

LONDON SPARTAN LEAGUE: Senror 
Cup: Semi-final, second leg: Tufncii Park v 
Si MargareiSbury. 

MINERVA SOUTH MIDLANDS LEAGUE: 
Premier dMsion: Hoddesdon v Breche 
Harpenaen v London Cofriey. 


Mrtion Keynes v Welwyn Garden. 
O'Brlen/MckenzIe Butchers Trophy: 
Semi-final: Roysort v Ailesey Town 
GREAT MILLS LEAGUE Premier division: 
Bristol Manor Farm v Odd Down. BactvveU v 
Caine: Westbifry v Paufion R 
t-ELLEMC LEAGUE: Premier dvislon: 
Swindon Supermanne v BJaiddey 
FEDERATION BREWERY NORTHERN 
LEAGUE: Fret dMslotr Tow Law v 
Shltdon 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE: Fist 
dlvtsiorc Burecou prt v MencastlD Town: 
Eastwood H v Sfefrnersdaie. Fh*»an v 
fjdegrove. Saftord v Bootle Cup: Fourth 
round replay: Hofitet Oid Boys v Alhenor. 
Coheres. 


ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE: Premier di- 
vision: Concord v Southend Manor; 
Sawbndoeworth v East Ham- Stsnsted v 
Basildon' United 

BANKS'S BREWERY LEAGUE: PrecNer 
efivcaon: Blcwrcfi S v Stourpon S; O ad fey 
Town v EBjrrgshaii hfr; Wafsai) Wood v 
WohMrhampron C: Westffelds v Gomai A. 
JEVVSON LEAGUE: Premier dlvtston: 
Fakenham v Halstead. Stowmait^T v Dias. 
Wan on v Comard. Wisbech v Groat 
vermouth; woortvOge v Felinaou*; 
Wrexham v HavertnH 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: First di- 
vision: Soanage and Hwston v Cowes 
Sports: Thatcham v Ffeearsfietd. Wmboms v 
Eastleigh 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE: Fret 
division: Crowborough v Haflsharrc 
Southwick v Wic*. 

HEREWARD SPORTS UNITED COUN- 
TIES LEAGUE: Premier eSvUorr 
EynesUny v Saamford; Hotbeach v Boston: 
S and L Corby v Mnfsas Blact-stone. 
Wooacn v Northampton Sf-encer. Cup: 
Semf-linaL Stonoid v Cogenhoe 
INTERLINK EXPRESS MIDLAND ALLI- 
ANCE: Baiwe'l v BtaVerhafl. Chasetowwi v 
West Mid PoLce; OidDurv U v Btddtnere St 
M: Pershora T v Sandwalt- Rushall O v 
Botenafl Swrfts. Sfepshed D v wnienhal 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE: 


Premier dhnsjon: Airmhorpe Wetfaic i 
H3tfiefct Main Br.gg T'3wn v Osscti Town 
WWS70NLEAD KENT LEAGUE Fre 
division: FciKesione v Rcmaaaw 
Tivrtmdgc- Wets, v Furness. 

SCHOOLS MATCHES: Tyne and Wea 
League: Chastei-le-Stiwt « Newcastfe 
North Tynedde v Garesf^od. Sourr 
Tyneside v South Northisr.beftino. Sunder 
land v West tywe 

RUGBY UNION 

Krcfi-oft 7 1) uniess stated 
CLUB MATCHES: Bath v Amv, ,r.15|, 
' v Gloucester: Maeseg v Abeffllwrv. 


Lydney , 
Mount an 


lam Ash v Aberaron: wsrthsrrplori v 
RAF (7.201. Penam v Cr-iss l-i.t 
WfiU MIDWEEK LEAGUE Semi-final- 
Durtvart v Caetphiljy (7 0) 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE LEAGUE' Pre- 
mier drriston: Wigan Si Pane* s v 
Wooiaon (7.30) 

OTHER SPORT 

BASKETBALL: Budweoer League: 'Zhes- 
icsr v London Tia^jrs ® 0). 

BOWLS: British women's chartipionsriips 
[Uanelfi 
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erator can store 

mincemeat 
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AMERICAN FOOTBALL. ENGLISH TURF. 
CALL 0500 35 35 35 FOR TICKETS. 

Come and see 350 pounds oF mean beef in action. Venue: White 
Hart Lane. Tottenham ■ Home games: April 14, May 6, May 19, 
May 27, June 16 • Pre-game Power Party at 12.00pm • Kick ofF at 
3.00pm • Courtesy shuttle bus with return service From Seven 
Sisters tube • Half-price admission far children 12 and under 
• Season tickets: get 5 for the price of 4. 

LONDON 
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Oliver Holt meets 


William Perry, 


London Monarchs’ 


biggest attraction 


T he Refrigeraior began his dav. 
as refrigerators often do, with 
The Big Breakfast. Then, he 
moved on to Piccadilly Circus and a 
phuto session in front of Burger King. 
A McDonald’s sign was in the 
vicinity for good measure. Finally- he 
headed over to Planet Hollywood, 
another burger chain, for a press 
conference. A theme was beginning 
to emerge. 

Just to assist the ones who were a 
bit slow in catching on. The Fridge. 
William Perry, the gargantuan 
American football player who was 
once more famous than Joe Montana 
and Deion Sanders, had brought 
along some helpful literanire on his 
culinary tastes and those of Sherry 
Perry, his wife, to ease his introduc- 
tion "as this season's leading attrac- 
tion for London Monarch.*, the 
capital’s World League team. 

“William’s favourite food to cook 
himself." the notes said, “is barbe- 
cued chicken [leg with thigh 
attached!." 

The information came complete 
with his own recipe for barbecue 
sauce. Ketchup, mustard, vinegar 
and a “little" sugar. The inverted 
commas around “little” were presum- 
ably intended to convey that it was 
more likely to be lots. 

Perry’s weight - he is listed in the 
Monarchs’ roster as “SSOlbs-ish" - 
has always been his trade mark, his 
gimmick. The asset that made him a 
multimillionaire in his halcyon day's 
with Chicago Bears in the mid 1980s. 
He was a~ steamrollering machine 
then, flattening everything in his 
path, bulldozing his way to a touch- 
down in the Bears’ 46-10 Super Bowl 
rout of New England Patriots in 1986. 
He and his family made a few half- 
hearted attempts to play down his 
ever-expanding girth — "My boy’s no 
fat Willy says Mrs Fridge," one 
headline said — but the marketing 
temptations were too great. 
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Perry discusses life, food and American football during his introdutiion to the British mediayesterday before joining London Monarchs : : "V 



Then, he was worth that weight in 
gold. “He had endorsements for 
bacon, tyres, paper towels and ther- 
mal underwear." Jim Steiner, his 
disconcertingly svelte agent, said. 
“For a guy like nte. it was just 
a case of sitting back in my chair, 
putting my feet up on my desk and 
listening as the phones just kept 
on ringing, people desperate to buy 
him up." 

After he moved from the Bears to 
Philadelphia Eagles, though, the 


phenomenon lost its appeal The 
Eagles released him in 1994 and he 
spent last year playing basketball 
with his daughter, fishing, cutting 
grass at his home in South Carolina 
and “laying tile”. After that, the 
Monarchs must have seemed like an 
attractive option, especially as a 
separate marketing deal is likely to 
make him the most handsomely- 
rewarded American football player 
that this country has ever had. 

Even if he is well past his sell-by 


date, Perry is bound id swell atten- 
dances at foe Monarchs' ten World 
League games this season, starting 
with the visit of Scottish Claymores, 
Gavin Hastings and all, to White 
Hart Lane next month. Beneath that 
cuddly frame that makes him look 
like just another overweight Ameri- 
can tourist, behind the jovial, gap 
toothed grin, a football player still 
lurks. 

“What gives me the most pleasure 
in the game is 'Mien I get to slap 


somebody." he said yesterday; “TTie 
coach has put together a Jsmash- 
raouth football team here, you are 
going to see a lot of hitting. That is 
what 1 do. You cannot teach that Irs 
natural. What I do is pound on them 
before they pound on me." 

Still, there was no getting away 
from that food thingl would he bie 
eating bangers and mash' or roast 
beef and Yorkshire pudding now that 
he was in England,, someone asked. . 
“Both sound good to me," he said. 


Plan brings warring leagues close to compromise 


By Christopher Irvine 

TEN days before the launch of rugby 
league’s new spring-summer season 
in Great Britain and France, the 
warring parties in Australia are 
nearing a compromise that would 
spare the Super League international 
calendar and stop the sport inflicting 
further damage on itself. 

Great Britain’s tour of Australia in 
October and world club champion- 
ship play-off matches hinge on a 


reconciliation that Maurice Lindsay, 
the chief executive of the Rugby 
Football League (RFL), is attempting 
to bring about between the Austra- 
lian Super League and the Australian 
Rugby League (ARL). Officials of the 
ARL will today consider a 16-point 
plan under which 311 rebel players, 
albeit still under contract to Super 
League, play in the rescheduled ARL 
competition starting this week, yet 
remain free to take part this year in 
Super League international events. 


Lindsay conceded that the situa- 
tion in Australia remained difficult, 
but said: “The ARL would get the best 
players playing for all the teams in 
their competition and the Super 
League players would retain their 
independence to play against British 
dubs in a world championship and 
against New Zealand in the tri-series 
with Queensland and New South 
Wales." 

Super League is prevented from 
starting in Australia until 2000, so 


the proposals by players and coaches 
are seen as the best way to satisfy 
both parties before an appeal against 
the court ban. A potential stumbling 
block is their insistence that Adelaide 
Rams and Hunter Mariners, new 
dubs set up by Super League, 
compete in an expanded 22-team 
ARL competition. 

Ken Arthurson. the ARL chair- 
man, said that some of the proposals 
were unacceptable, but adopted a 
generally conciliatory line. “I wel- 


come the approach by Super League 
players to rejoin the traditional 
premiership and thereby ensure that 
their clubs can held their strongest 
teams." he said. “This unexpected 
approach, while welcome, will take 
time to consider." 

Paris Saint-Germain; ffie continen- 
tal influence in the European version 
of Super League, which is unaffected 
by the Australian court ruling, kick 
off the new competition, at home to 
Sheffield Eagles, on Friday week. " 
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TALK RADiC 


fiXlOan Sandy War 7-00-Smon Bates 
10.00 Jonathan -Kng 1200 Tommy 
Boyd 2j00pn Anna Ftoebun 4J00 Soott 
Chisholm 7.00 Sean Boiger SUM MOZ- 
Dae 1000 Jamas WhaJe l JXMCOOem 
lanCofflns > "• '■ 


6.00am On Air .with Andrew 

McGregor. Carver (O Bone ' 
Jbsu)-, Schubert, comp! _ 
Newbould (Symphony No 7 bi 
E): Wagner (Sfegfried Idyll); 
Beethoven (String Quartet In- 
D. Op‘1B No3); Ba 
Art of Fugue, 8VW 


MONTHS UP TO THlfflDef 
December 1995, 1J&3.SG8 patients 

were waiting rib tip to Tl months, 
and 28,889 for between 12 and ftunnihs.” 







6.00am .Ruse ‘n’ Jam 9-00 Hchad 
SMrihar 12JJ0 Graham Dane 4.00pm 
Kficky Home 7.30 P»i Coyle 10.00 
Marie Fotraa 2jOO-6uOOam Robm Banks 


Shostetovicti. Gafina 
• - • Ustvotskaya and Allred 
. _ SchnB&e . 

5.00 The Music Machine. Tommy 
■ .-. Peason continues his week 
; with the BBC singers 
5i15 fai Tune. Mali Nicholson is 
joined by Australian guttaflsi 


7 » Tv. ' 



Saturday March 23 
untess sUod 

Coupon No. Mure. toracast 

COCA-COLA CUP 
FINAL 

Not on coupons: Anton 
VBa v Leeds United (at 
Wembtey, Sunday], 

FAPRBfflBBHIP 
7 Batten v She# Wed 1 

2ChebeavQPR 1 

3 Evortcn v WanUedon X 

4 'Man LW v Tottenham 1 

5 NoB'm F w Uverpod X 

6 Wesl Ham v Man Qty 1 
Not on coupons: Arsenal v 
NewcusBe: SouOiampton v 
Coventry (Monday). 


SCOTTISH PflEMSt 

42 Abardoon vj-ibefraan 1 

43 Hearts vPwSck ■ 1 

44KJrrwnocKvRaah X 

45 Mottierwea v Celtic 2 

46 Rsngom vFaMrtt 1 

SCOTTISH FIRST 

47 Durrb'K*! v S -Tottre 2 

48 Dundee UvOydabli 1 
48 DunfmSne v St Mkmri 1 

50 Q Marten v Aidrte 1 

51 Hamten y Dundee X 

SCCrmSH SECOND. 


- piano and . wind] . 

SjOO Morning Collection with 
Paul Gamtmcdni. 

Schumann (Overture, Scherzo, 
and Praia. Op 52); Mozart 
(Piano Concerto No 21, in C); 
Debussy, cxch Captef (Lb 
M agazm de-Jouets. La bote a 
joiyrutO 

10.00 Musical Encounter*. 

Fobergar .(LamerSatkxi ta3e . 
cur la mod trte dofoureuse de 


H Pa&enls who canoot accept an 
offered admission date 
are said to he seH-defened 
and returned to the 
bottom of the in-patient 
WAITING LIST.” 


(laOBeEt'WjunuTnn: tt sum itaiK Tam: PKmnubH 
Wui'. By Tnn Sum h. tIBS Bona Mcsrcu MMUtSar-3 '31 

....p5M 


Mr 1 * ..Waiting lists do not E 
always arise through mismanagement 

MHHI of resources, they arise H^^H 
because resources are inadequate.” | 
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“THE HOSPITAL SAYS 
YOU CAN HAVE 
A BED STRAIGHT 
AUHAYi* 



Fercfinaid TB; Toccata XVHl): 

' icu» Aitlsts of ifw Wbefc 
JuflBaid Ouaitat Mozart - 
(String Quintet in d; 1035 
Mesraan (Cinq radiants. No 
2); Martinfl (SympHony No 2); 
H.10 SdnAart (String 
Quarter Movaimant in C minor 
•• with 'mcampJete Andantek 
- Schumann (Piano Concerto In 
Amirmti 

12L00 Composers of the Wmic 
Tha Court of Frederick the 

• Great, with Peter WaSsins 

T.OOpm Intematiooal Winds. 

Music horn Japan. T Maima 
(Ftekibow over the Sea);W 
twiaka (Methuselah n; • 
Yashuhicte fto (Concerto 1 
fartastlque); Kiyoshige 
Koyama (Dai-Kangur^; N»d 
Clarke (Samurd) 

2JJ0 Schools Pteytima 2. IS Time 
to Move SL35 Listen! . . 

3-00 The Fifties: Music in the 
Soviet Union. Including 
music from Protefav. 


^ , in C minor, 

, SWV9Q6); (bed (Bostoniana): 
Gershwin (Overture Gift 

7J3Q SSL MIB live from Studo 
One. Joachim Piano Trio 
plays Beethoven (Kano Trio 

In 0, Op 70 No t, Ghost); 
FBhm (Fremde Szene No 3); 
aio Bettmld Gaktechmid 
reflects on his years in prewar 
Germany, tts meeting with 
Busoni and «s parttopation in 
the first performance of 
' . • B ag’s Wazz eck, &30 

Gotaschnndt (Piano Trio): 

. . . . Beethoven (Piano Trio In E 

• flJtt, Op 70 No 2) 

IL30 The Sormet Don Paterson 
reads and rate about two d 
his own sonnets and others 

. by SSr Walter R^eigh and 
Atastatr Reid 

9J0 The BBC Orchestras, BBC 
Scottish Symphony Orchestra 
under Hona Ancfieescu . 
■periorms Rachmaninov 
Symphony No 3 In A rrinor (r> 
1045. Wght Waves. ^Tony Pafrrier 

• dfecussas David. LMngstona’s 
legacy vrth the curator o< a - 

- new exhibition a! the National 

- Portrait Gallery 

11J30-1SL30am Musk: Restored. 

• Cwneratade Caracas 
performsrenaissancBfflxJ- 
baroque music- (ram Spain, 
and Latin America 

1.00-1.40 Night School: German 
1R-1S- 
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EL W1 E.D.I CAL INSURANCE 


PLEASE RETURN COUPON TO! NORWICH UNION HEALTHCARE LTD. FREEPOST. CHILWORTH HOUSE. 
HAMPSHIRE CORPORATE PARK. TEMPLARS WAV. EASTLEIGH. HAMPSHIRE. So63 3DG. 

suRfuuK rasriiraBR-Ht.ee. 


DATE Of BOTH 


B you Mould prater ta toa unt rf our Seles Adtism, plsese Kekdie lw» □ 0»ta that you provide mj 
be used by NU Croup Compuriu. your 'muniua MensediMy or other rakwit wgnsitim fcr 
muktfaftfl p u rposes each ss oiariurt re a ea rdi #ad cnw h c S ig you rogardmg your Future insurance need*. 


NORWICH 

UNION 

No one protects more. 

■BUMSCt. B W a T IIBlK . IgJUTHBIIM. WBUIB. 
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Answers Cnom page 42 
CARPETBAGGER 

(b) A contemptnous term for someone touting for a seat in 
parliamenl and canyhag his worldly goods around with him in 
a carpetbag from selection committee to sdeaioa committee: An 
ambitious politician with no roots, no ter r i t oria l anchor and no 
prindpks. Became popular In the United States to refer to' the 
vultures who came to pick the Confederate carcass after its 
defeat in the Civil War. The chicken-run is our modem term to 
describe such cowanfty MP)s abandoning their seals hi search oF 
a safer out 

TOP SAWYER 

fa) The senior man at the ton of a sawpiL He held die upper 
handle and set the pace. Tbc bottom sawyer milled down in the 
pit and was accordingly cove r e d with sawdust. Not a job for 
wearers of contact lenses. Hence, by extenskm, the top sawyer 
became a good fcOow or distinguished man. 

PALMER 

(a) Pilgrims osed to carry a palm I eat to tell die worid.tbat they 
had been to the Holy Land. In the same way. those who had 
made it to St James’s of OMUposteOa wore cockle (scaHop) shells 
on their pilgrim hats. Yon do not seed to read Chaucer or fire 
New Testament to work out time most of such pious show-offs 
were as modi rogues as die modern ones making a spectacle of 
the Toronto Blessing. 

YELLOW ADMIRAL 

(c) A captain promoted to admiral but no longer employed, 

because jyeflow was the cofoar of the quarantine flag. What sort 
of nautical “because" is that, Philip? A regular system of 
retirement replaced this haphazard method c 1870. - 


SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
I, Rxrf>+! hxcft: 2. 'Ba6+? Qxafc 3i. Qc7 mate. . • : 


WE ARE NOW OFFERING READERS OF THE TIMES FREE DELIVERY OF 
THE ITEMS LISTED BELOW AT STANDARD RETAIL PRICE- - OFFER 
EXTENDED TO INCLUDE EUROPE — REST OF WORLD ADD El PER ITEM — 
STERLING OR US$ CHEQUES ONLY — jO - $US 130). j. 

TLMES CROSSWORDS: — Books fe, into l3€J.W«ac& Books 14 to ftiOJB'eadj-Thc 
7m*S C**xi!*- Book J (ZWpuzried ES.V9; Boofcs 3 kj* Ei5« each. 'nu'ThueBTW - 
Book. 3 £MP. SUNDAY TIMES C3KJS$WORDSrBbote fa, n, 12 BMoicK T{* 
Snwby Tima C4nri«‘ Books V, 2, 3 OSBewb- SPECIAL OFFER: Any 3wbooki 
above nr only 05. The Tims Crosswords ormibux a Jumbo Boolti I and 2.S4.99 
eadLTHETIMES MAPStfbUcd): JUSTT E4W EACH- The WarkLlnSmA British 
Isles. Canada. NEW: EoropL North Aowifia. Artsrica. AfricjLpiiw. 
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fears as target figure rises 






DIANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 

In an embarrassing reverse the 
Government’s target measure of 
■ inflation increased in February, 
even though hea dline infla t io n 
fell to its lowest for 15 months. 

The disappointing rise in ui 
deriymg inflation, along with 
jump in manufacturers’ opti- 
mism reported by the Confed- 
eration of British Industry this 
morning, will make faint hearts 
in the City play down hopes of 
. another reduction in base rates. 
However, most analysts said yes- 


un- 

a 


terday that the inflation outlook 
remained good. 

Falling beef prices will be one 
contributory factor. On- the 
cautious assumption that. beef 
drops by a -fifth in price, it will 
reduce the annual rise in food 
prices by one percentage point, 
and .. headline inflation by 
0.1 points. . . 

Other downward influences 
cm inflation are the recently an- 
nounced mortgage rate reduc- 
tions, and continuing petrol 
and supermarket price wars. 

The headline inflation rate fell 
from 2.9 per cent to 2.7 per cent 


in February, the lowest since No- 
vember 1994. The annual in- 
crease in the RP1 less mongage 
interest relief rose from 2.8 to 
2.9 per cent, compared with its 
2.5 per cent target. 

Lower mortgages made the 
biggest contribution to the de- 
cline in the headline rate, as 
home loan rates climbed last 
February. The mortgage effect 
will help the retail price index 
until at least April. Higher 
house prices offset some of the 
effect on total housing costs last 
month. 

Motoring costs also made a 


significant contribution thanks 
to petrol cm average 1.5p-2p a 
litre cheaper than in January. 

The biggest upward pres- 
sures on inflation last month 
came from tobacco and food. 
Food prices climbed 4.5 percent 
in the year to February. Non- 
seasonaJ food price inflation 
reached 4.9 per cent, its high- 
est since July 1991. 

Higher packaging costs due to 
pulp and metal costs, weather- 
related shortages and higher 
prices of raw materials such as 
flour, sugar and beans lor bak- 
ins lav behind these rises. Pork 


and bacon prices have been ris- 
ing for several months as a re- 
sult of a piglet shortage. More 
expensive packaging also ac- 
counted for increases in the 
price of personal goods such as 
cosmetics and toiletries. 

Economists were divided 
about the significance of last 
year's high raw materials costs 
being passed through to retail 
prices at last. Ian SHepherdson 
at HSBC Marketssoid: “This is 
nothing to worry about unduly. 
There is no sign of across-the- 
board pressure.” But Kevin 
Darlinslon at Hoare Govett 


said: "High street demand 
should be sufficiently buoyant 
to enable retailers" to push 
through price increases this 
year to restore margins." 

The CBI's latest monthly 
survey of industrial trends was 
equally mixed. The balance of 
firms reporting higher rather 
than lower orders this month 
was the weakest since the end 
of 1993. at minus 15 per cent. 
The minus 5 per cent balance 
for export orders was the weak- 
est for nearly two years. 

In addition, the build up of 
stocks continued with a balance 


of 20 per cent of firms report- 
ing more than adequate slocks 
compared with 16 per cent in 
Februaiy. 

The balance of firms ex- 
pecting to raise prices fell to 13 
per cent, the lowest since 
October. 

On the other hand in a surge 
of optimism not reflected in re- 
cent conditions, manufactur- 
ers' output expectations 
returned to their highest level 
since last May. A balance of 24 
per cent expect output to grow 
during the next four months. 

Comment, page 17 


Water turmoil: Second top-level departure in less than a week as takeover speculation in the industry reaches fever pitch 



MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

Michael Hoffman, chief execu- 
tive of Thames Water has been 
ousted from the company with 
a payoff of up to £500,000. His 
■ departure coincides with 
Thames’s decision to withdraw 
from loss-making contracting 
operations at a cost to the com- 
pany of £95 m. 

This is the second high jho- 
; file departure in the water 
indusfry in less than a week. Last 
Friday saw : 52-year old Trevor 
' Newton - the managing direc- 
tor of Yorkshire V&ler who 
shot to notoriety for not bathing 
during the drought - take ear- 
£ ly retirement. ' 

: Thames said that the strate- 

gic changes announced yester- 
%day would allow th&companyto 
7 focus on its core utility business - 
m the UK and on internation- 
al projects invoking buildup 
and operating water systems. Sir 
Robert Clarke, chairman, said: 
“We feci confident we can grasp' 
the nettle and get rid of things 
that have not been doing well 
We will continue to improve the 
core businesses and we will 
prove that we can make decent 
money from oar major projects 
overseas." 

The shakeout at the compa- 
ny will involve Sir Robert' tak- 
ing on an executive role while 
Bill Alexander, managing 
director of the core UK utility, 
takes on responsibility for the 
entire group. 

Sir Robert said he couldnat 
comment on the payoff for Me 
Hoffman, who was on a two- 
year rolling contract with a 
salary of £250,000. He- said ic 
would be wrong to assume a 
figure of £500,000 but that it has 
not yet been discussed. •. 

City analysts were disap- 
pointed that a new chief exec- 
utive has not been brought in 


from outside the company. 
There was also speculation that 
Thames might launch a share 
buyback now that it is largely 
pulling ourof the problematic 
non-core businesses. One ana- 
lyst said "They have been clear- 
ing the decks of the non-core 
garbage and someone had to fall 
on his sword to pay for the fll- 
fated diversifications." 

Mr Hoffman’s demise comes 
only a week after Yorkshire 
Water. which has been heavily 
criticised for its handling of 
last year's drought crisis, said its 
managing director, Trevor New- 
ton, would retire at the end of 
May. Thames and Yorkshire are 
two of only four major water and 
sewage companies which have 
not been taken ober or are not 
involved in bid attempts. 

Shares in Thames Water rose 
by 17p to £5.75 on increased 
speculation that the company 
might become a bid target and 
on hopes of a move tb return 
value to shareholders. 

Thames will take an excep- 
tional charge of £65m iir the year 
to March and said that a further 
£30m of goodwill written off to 
reserves on acquisition will be 
charged back through the profit 
and loss account, The operations 
to be disposed of have hit prof- 
its in the 12 months to 31 
March by £26m. 

Thames forecast an increase 
in profit before tax and excep- 
tional items in the year to 
March of about six per cent on 
the 1994/95 level of £304m. 
The company said that the 12 
per cent increase in dividends 
at half time is expected to be 
maintained for the full year. 

The operations to be sold in- 
clude Reading-based Portals 
Water Treatment, which em- 
ploys 250, Utag in Germany and 
Penn u tit in Egypt Waste Solu- 
tions in the US will be dosed. 

Comment, page 17 



Happier times: Michael Hoffmann (left) pictured with Thames chairman Sir Robert Clarke and finance director David Luffrum Photograph: Edward Sykes 

Severn Trent bid stirs up water sector 


Takeover speculation in the 
water sector reached fever pitch 
yesterday when Severn Trent 
joined battle for control of 
South West Water, which 
already feces a potential bid 
from Wessex Water, writes 
Mary Fagan. The move 
shocked the City as it heralds 
the first fight between two of the 
10 mam water and sewage com- 
panies for the same target. 

Shares in South West Water 
soared by 44p to 659p in spite 
of the feet that no price has been 
named by either predator. Both 
potential bids will have to he ex- 
amined by the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission and Sev- 


ern Trent and Wessex will await 
the outcome before making 
any formal offer. 

City analysts said that the 
takeover price could go to 700p. 
which would value South West 
Water at almost £900m. There 
was general surprise al Severn 
Trent s willingness to become in- 
voked in a bid battle when four 
other companies including 
Yorkshire Water and Thames 
Water - both of which are un- 
dergoing management changes 
- are yet to become subject to 
bids. One analyst said: "This is 
just silly. Now we will get away 
from a reasonable price for 
South West and into what 


people are prepared to afford." 

Vie Cocker, Severn's chief 
executive, said the offer for 
South West would be wholly in 
cash and funded largely through 
borrowings. He said that the 
company' has carried out a 
thorough review since last April 
of acquisition opportunities 
among utility companies and 
that South West is die ideal fiL 

Mr Cocker said that the deal 
would be earnings enhancing 
from the first year and that the 
numbers are "robust" in spite 
of the likelihood that the reg- 
ulator, OfwaL would require 
swingeing price cuts if the bid 
succeeds.'lan Bvatti the director 


general of Ofwat. exacted a 
guarantee of a 15 per cent re- 
duction in customers' bills in the 
recent takeover of Northum- 
brian Water by Lyonnaise des 
Eaux of France and the ex- 
pectation is that Wessex would 
be asked to come up with up 
to 20 percent. 

Mr Byait believes that merg- 
ers and takeovers hamper his 
ability to regulate by reducing 
the number of companies be- 
tween which he can make com- 
parisons. He demands a price 
cut to offset the disadvantage 
and has a reputation for 
becoming tougher with each bid 
that occurs. 


Mr Cocker said: “We will 
not be drawn into over-paying. 
There are other opportunities 
out there but this one is defi- 
nitely for us. It is very attractive." 

He added that he had told 
South West only on Wednesday 
that it intended to make the 
announcement and had had a 
“philosophical" response. 

Unlike Wessex. Severn Trent 
is not adjacent to South West 
but Mr Cocker said that this 
would not reduce the benefits 
of the merger in terms of cost- 
savings and increased efficien- 
cy. He said there would 
inevitably be job losses but re- 
fused to comment further. 


US banker 
appointed 
chairman 
of Ashley 

NIGEL COPE 

The Laura Ashley boardroom 
look on an even more Ameri- 
can look yesterday when the re- 
tailer appointed John 
Thornton, a partner at invest- 
ment bank Goldman Sachs, as 
chairman. Americans now oc- 
cupy the top three positions in 
the company 

Mr Thornton, a Harvard- 
educated New Yorker and one 
of the City's top deal -makers, 
has been recruited by Anne 
Iverson, the American high fli- 
er w-ho joined the company as 
chief executive in September. 
The other US directors arc Jim 
Walsh, finance director and 
Basha Cohen who is director of 
design and buying. 

Ms Iverson, who has remod- 
elled the board in the last six 
months, said the director’s na- 
tionality was irrelevant: “1 have 
been looking for the very best 
talent for a world-wide brand. 
The fact that some of them are 
American is not the issue." 

Mr Thornton replaces Lord 
Hooson. who is retiring in May. 
He was already a non-executive 
director of Laura .Ashley but his 
elevation to non-ex’ccutivc 
chairman represents a coup for 
the company. Still only 41. he 
has established himself as one 
of the best corporate finance 
brains in the City. A trusted ad- 
viser to Rupert Murdoch and a 
non executive director of 
SSkyB. he lias been involved in 
some of the largest UK's 
takeover bids, including Mr 
Murdoch's acquisition of Star 
TV and the Pilkington defence 
against BTR. 

He also advised on the Ford 
takeover of Jaguar and now sits 
on the Ford board as a non- 
executive. The son of prosper- 
ous lawyer parents, he enjoyed 
a meteoric rise. At 19 he had a 
holiday job in Teddy Kenneth's 
headquarters when he was 
favourite for the Democratic 
nomination. In 1979 he left Ox- 
ford to lake a job al Goldmans. 
% 1 9S0 was splitting his lime be- 
tween New York and London. 
He is now based in the UK. 


BSkyB and Flextech discuss 
pay-TV programming merger 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 

Rupert Murdoch’s BSkyB is in 
talks with Flextech, theUK ca- 
ble and satellite programmer, 
over a potential^ merger of the 
two companies’ pay-TV pro- 
aramifting. , , ' , 

• ~ if successful the deal could 
lead to a wholesale consolidation 
of the pay-TV market, winch ac- 
counts for a growingshare of to- 
" 1^1 TV business in the UK. 

Between them, the two com- 
■ panics dominate subscription 
television, with full or partial 
‘ control of channels such as 
Fiavbov. Bravo. Sky Movies, Sky 
> Sports" and UK Gold. 


Neither company would com- 
ment, but it is understood that 
they are considering an outright 
merger of their extensive pay-TV 
hokfings in abkl to save costs and 
to create a dominant supplier of 



sut 

Sky One ; 

kept out of the 'deal 
Flextech- held 50 per cent by 
US cable giant TCI, owns or 
manages 13 channels. 

Separately, Flextech is also in 
preliminary discussions with 
Viacom, the US-based owner of 
the Paramount film studio and 
Blockbuster Video, which op- 
erates several UK pay-TV chan- 
nels. including the SciFi 


ChanneL Paramount, Nick- 
elodeon and MTV, the music 
video channel. 

Viacom is currently reviewing 
its position in the UK. and this 
week announced a multi-million 
dollar investment in MTV to re- 
gionalise its programming 
across Europe. It has been dis- 
appointed in the viewing figures 
at some of its pay-TV channels, 
. and is believed to be open to a 
deal with Flextech. 

Fiextech’s chief executive, 
Roger Luard, declined to com- 
ment on discussions with Via- 
com. He said* however, "that I 
like deals. If iunoves, 1*11 try to 
buyiL,ifil stands still. I’ll fry to 
sell ft." 


British Gas launches attack on 
pipeline watchdog’s clampdown 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

British Gas yesterday launched 
its offensive on an expected 
clampdown by the regulator, 
Ofgas. of its awe pipeline busi- 
ness, TfrmsCo. making it in- 
creasingly likely that the 
company will end up at the Mo- 
nopolies and Mergers Commis- 
sion later this year. 

Philip Rogerson, executive 
director for TjransCo. said that 
the existing controls are too 
onerous and that, if anything, a 
relaxation is justified. “I think 
probably we will end op at the 
MMC." he said. 

Clare Spottiswoode, director 


general of Ofgas. recently 
warned that the controls on 
TransCo - the amount ft can 
charge rivals to use the pipes, will 
almost certainly become 
tougher. She also angered 
British Gas by expressing con- 
cern over £2.5bn in cash already 
generated by the company but 
not yet needed for investment in 
renewing the pipeline network. 

Ms Spottiswoode said yes- 
terday that an initial proposal 
on new price controls for 
TransCo would be issued for 
consultation in the week be- 
ginning 6 May. A second con- 
sultation follows towards the 
end of June. Tbe regulator also 
said it is considering a more ex- 


plicit form of capital expendi- 
ture monitoring for TransCo 
than had been done so far. 

Mr Rogerson said: “It looks 
like the third week in July will 
be the time to put up or shut up. 
The only issue that matters is the 
overall return to shareholders.” 

British Gas said it is in favour 
of a price cap linked to inflation 
with some element of profit 
sharing for those who use the 
pipes. 

Mr Rogerson said that the cap 
must be fighter than the present 
limit on price changes of infla- 
tion minus five percentage 
points. "We are saying that RPI 
is the way to do it. And I think 
that is where Ofgas is as well.” 
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MMC takes 
jaundiced view 
of Yellow Pages 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

They may have helped JR Hart- 
ley find his obscure book on fly 
fishing, hut BT s Yellow Plages are 
abusing their monopoly position 
in classified directories to charge 
excessive prices to advertisers, ac- 
cording to a Monopolies and 
Merger? Commission report 
publTshed yesterday. 

John Taylor . the competition 
and consumer affairs minister, 
accepted the report and its rec- 
ommendation that BT reduce 
its classified advertising charges 
by 2 per cent a year in real 
terms. On the basis of yester- 
day’s inflation figures, prices for 
ads will rise by ’less than 1 per 
cent a year. 

The MMC also found that the 
publication by BTYP of local di- 
rectories was likely 10 "serious- 
ly weaken competition". They 
recommended lhat the compa- 
ny should be prohibited from 
covering any area with more 
than one classified directory. 

BT is currently considering its 
position on the weightier matter 
of whether to ’go to the 
Monopolies Commission for ar- 
bitration on the recommendation 
from industry regulator Oftei lhat 
its retail prices should be capped 
at between 5 ami 9 per cent be- 
low the rate of inflation. Those 
proposals, which BT called "se- 
vere" and "disappointing”, could 


result in telephone bills failing hi 
27 per cent in real terms in'iht 
four years from 1997. 

Mr Taylor stopped short o 
endorsing, the MMCs call foi 
BT'i’P to be established as a sub 
sidiaiv of BT He said the reporl 
showed that the existing rela- 
tionship between BT and BTYF 
appears to confer no significani 
favours on BTYP and thoughi 
the costs of such a separation to*: 
high to justify a demerger. 

But he said he had deridec 
that BT should be required tc 
publish annua! accounts for 
BTYP to make the profitabili- 
ty of its classified directory ad- 
vertising business public’ anti 
transparent and to encourage 
competition: -The Directoi 
Genera! of Fair Trading will 
keep the market under review 
and I have asked him to report 
back in three j ears time, or ear- 
lier if necessary, on the effec- 
tiveness of the remedies." 

BT said Yellow Pages would 
co-operate fully with MMC rec- 
ommendations. But ft was dis- 
appointed lhat the Government 
had accepted the plan to impose 
price controls. A spokesman 
said: "The report itself ac- 
knowledges that price controls 
can pose a serious consequen- 
tial threat to other directory pub- 
lishers. accepting the point that 
such controls can be counter- 
productive in encouraging the 
development of competition." 
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BET piles pressure on 


In Brief ' ••’•- • • ; — 

- Germany’s finance winfatei; Theo Waigel, said GDPmiglU fall 



RUSSELL HOTTEN 

The chances of Renlokil hay- 
ing to increase its £1.9bn bid 
for rival business group BET 
rose yesterday as the target 
company's shares continued to 
edge ahead on the back of a 
profits forecast. 

In its second defence 
document. BET said it ex- 
pected a 2$ per cent jump in 
pre-tax profits this year to not 
less than £ 142m. a forecast that 
was slightly above City expec- 
tations. 

The forecast which includ- 
ed a 10 per cent rise in 
turnover to £1.94bn, was de- 
scribed by BET as evidence 
that the company was being 
turned around. 

Before the bid was launched 
on 16 February, stockbrokers 
UBS forecast profits of £1 35m. 
while Greig Middleton had 
pencilled in £I38m. BET 
shares rose 3p to 203p yester- 
day. taking the price to more 
than 3 per cent above the 
value of Rentokil's cash and 
paper offer of 195p. However. 
Rentokil shares also rose 4pi to 
354p. Rentokil is offering nine 
new shares and SOOp cash for 
every 20 BET shares, with a 
cash alternative of I79.5p. 


John Clark. BET chief ex- 
ecutive, said the forecast was 
“tangible proof that BET is de- 
livering on its promises. These 
results demonstrate that BET 
has an exciting independent 
future and that Rentokil's 
offer is wholly inadequate." 

Remold] said it was sur- 
prised that BET had released 
a profits forecast so early in the 
hid timetable, leaving the com- 
pany with almost nothing left 
in its armoury. 

However, the liming may 
have something to do with 
Rentokil holding an extraor- 
dinary meeting yesterday, giv- 
ing management little time to 
respond. 

BET which has already fore- 
cast a 27.5 per cent rise in this 
year's dividend to 5.1p, may be 
tempted to forecast one for 
next year. 

Paul Morland. analyst at 
NatWest Markets, said the 
final profits figure would in- 
clude a lot of provisions. He 
said the 10 per cent turnover 
rise meant BET's forecasts 
relied on larger margins than 
analysts had been expecting. 
“But it does not affect the way 
we see the bid,' 1 he said. 

Another analyst said there 
was not enough detail In the 


defence document to check 
how the profits numbers had 
been arrived at, though he 
did not question the validity of 
the figures. 

“We need to see what is 
going on in the major busi- 
nesses," he said. 

Give Thompson, Rentokil's 
chief executive, said: “BET 
shareholders must surely be 
surprised that their board did 
not produce more. They must 
also question why their board 
has not provided them with the 
necessary detail to understand 
the forecast properly. If this is 
the best that the BET board 
can do, we continue to wonder 
why it does not recommend the 
offer." 

Rentokil, which this week 
claimed 2.92 per cent of BET 
shares, reiterated its objective 
of providing; 20 per cent prof- 
its and earnings growth if it ac- 
quires BET. The company's 
bid was approved at an extra- 
ordinary meeting yesterday. 

Rentokil said its door was al- 
ways open if BET wanted to 
talk about an agreed deal, but 
the company said it would not 
approach its target again. BET 
has twice publicly rebuffed 
Rentokil's attempt to get a rec- 
ommended offer. 



lipredicted LS percent 

growth reported on V*^esdaywc^notchan^the^ntraJbmkb 
view aboutihepotential for a cut in interest rates, resionng hopes 
^SghtWeu after next Thursday’s council meeting. 

• Commercial Union’s chief executive, John Carter, saw his to- 
tal emoluments rise 26 per cent to£ 46&,000 Iastyem\Ife taste 

salary rose from £265,000 to £315,000, 

jy £27,000 and he also picked up a perfonnam^relateo tainus 

of £126,000, up from £84,800 theyrarQore. Mr 
a nominal profit of £73,800 from the exercise of options, of which 
£ 16,000 was realised in casJL 

• the civil engineering to housebuilding group, said itbe- 


Defender: John Clark said BET was delivering on to promises Photograph: Etfwatf Sykfcs; 


Frost claims petrol price war will kill independents 


NIGEL COPE 

Britain's largest independent 
petrol retailer hit out against the 
Esso-inspired petrol price war 
yesterday, blaming the oil giant 
for a sharp drop in its sales 
which could make the company 
a takeover target. 

Frost Group, which trades 
under the Save name, said its 
market share had fallen by 15 
percent since Esso launched its 
Pricewatcb campaign which 
pledged to match the lowest 
price offered by any petrol re- 
tailer within a three mile radius. 


Frost’s share of the UK petrol 
market stood at 4.7 per cent 
prior to the nation-wide launch 
of Pricewatch in mid-January. 
It has since slid to 4 per cent. 
The company's share price has 
also collapsed, falling from 
269p in June to just 1 16p, down 
another 2p yesterday. James 
Frost, chairman, admitted yes- 
terday that the collapse made 
the company “dirt cheap". 

He said that the price war was 
likely to force more mergers 
along the lines of BP's recent 
deal with Mobil and that these 
could include Frost. 


He said: “The big three oil 
majors [BP, Esso and Shell] are 
going to account for around 50 
to 55 per cent of the markeL 
The hypermarkets are going to 
account for around 22 per cenL 
That doesn't leave much room 
for anyone else." 

He admitted that as a spe- 
cialist retailer which did not 
have a refinery. Frost would be 
an attractive target for a merger 
or takeover by a company seek- 
ing to get into the UK markeL 
“When this price war is over, the 
UK petrol market is going to be 
a dosed shop. It will be impos- 


sible to get in." He said that no 
discussions were taking place at 
the moment. 

He re-iterated past comments 
that the middle ranking oil com- 
panies such as Fin a. Q8, Rep- 
sol. and Gulf were going to be 
under pressure. More than 
3,000 privately owned indepen- 
dent petrol stations would go 
bust this year, he said. 

Mr Frost was speaking as he 
announced marginally higher 
pre-tax profits of £1 lm for last 
year. Sales doubled to £451m, 
boosted by last years acquisi- 
tion of Bunnah’s petrol stations. 


Frost Group now has 1,114. 
sites, making it fourth behind 
BP, Esso and Shell The com- 
pany is hoping to maintain 
margins on petrol but accepts 
that sale; may fall as a result of 
being more expensive than the 
large oil suppliers. 

The price war has proved 
costly for Mr Frost, whowoold 
have received more than six mi^ 
lion shares in the company had 
he achieved earnings growth of 
18 per cent The price wtfr 
means he win now mil short of 
that target. 

Esso branched its Pricewatch 


campaign nationally in mid-, 
January in a bid to boost its 
share of the UK petrol market 
from 16 per cent to 20,p£?cent.; 
The supermarket groups iave 
hit back by matching prices 
and offering forecourt promo-, 
tions for the first time. 

The mo& likely victims of the 
battle are the Independent 
garages. Mr Frost saidyester-' 
day that 43 per cent of UK sites 
closed last year, compared to 
5.6 per cent the previous year. 
He added that once the battle 
was over, prices and margins 
would rbckeL ? • 


. • . 1 . 

1 the prevailing trading environment, suggesting that an end to last 
year’s “cut-throat competition, wafer-thin margins and high n> 
.-structuring and reorganisation costs" might finaty be m sight Those 
conditions contributed to a fell in pre-tax profits from £23-8m to 
£20.1m, earnings per share slipped from 17p to 13 Jp, while the 
dividend was maintained at 9p. 

; - Hepworth, the Saunier Duval boiler to clay pipe building prod- 
ucts group, accomp a nied brbadly expected profits with a hint that 
R Was prepared to boost shareholder value by buying in some of 
its own shares. A proposal to buy back up to 10 per cent of the 
stares will be put to Hepworth ’s annual meeting in May. Pre-tax 
■ profits for the 12 months to December came in Elm lower at 
- £74.5m, allowing a maintained- dividend of 14R5p. 

• Invesco, the fund manager, benefited from its strong Ameri- 
. can bias last year, as pre-tax profits rose 28 per cent to £50.4ro. 
Norman Riddell, chief executive, said the European and Asia- 
Pacific markets had been.nervoos and produced less new busi- 
ness. Global funds under management in 1995 rose 29 per cent 
to £$4bn from £42bn and Mr Riddell said the first months of 1996 
haH been encouraging. Jnvesoo said it will continue to expand into 
Continental Europe as part of its development ineaefa of its three 
regions, and with £68m of cash on the balance sheet was on the 

: look-out for targeted acquisitions. 

• Abbott Mead, the advertising agency, yesterday unveiled a onc- 

f or- eight rights issue aimed at raising £18.4m, on the back of a 
27. per cent increase in pre-tax profits to £10. 4m for 1995. The 
results at the fourth-Iaigest London-based agency help send shares 
15p higher to close at 569p. The dividend forme year was set at 
9p, compared to 7.4p a year earlier. The company said it intended 
to make acquisitions in the near future, but did not provide de- 
ntils. Analysts said new business so far this year augured well for 
1996 results, ■ . 

• Midland tod News, the regional publisher, shrugged off high 
newsprint prices and sluggish advertising growth to announce 1995 


rtrile circulation at the company's : 
linghom Post, rose slightly. 


including 


Go-Ahead Group 
slams into reverse 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 

Go-Ahead Group, the rapidly 
expanding bus operator, slam- 
med into reverse yesterday af- 
ter warning that cut-throat 
competition in Oxford would hit 
profits this year. The shares 
slid 35p to 309p on news that 
efforts to win back market share 
would wipe out profits at the Ox- 
ford Bus Company, which con- 
tributed £2_5m fast year. 

Analysis cut profit forecasts 
for the current year to June from 
over £13ra to around £Ilm, 
only a little more than the 
£ 10.3m notched up in the pre- 
vious 12 months. The setback 
came as National Express - 
which owns West Midlands 
Travel, one of the biggest bus op- 
erators in the country - an- 
nounced the first increase in 
passenger numbers for 10 years. 

But Martin Ballinger, Go- 
Ahead's managing director, dis- 
missed the Oxford problem as 
"not even a hiccup" yesterday, 
saying it was something they had 
been planning when they bought 
the municipally-owned Oxford 
Bus Company in 1994. 

Oxford was “very fertile 
ground for bus companies’', he 
said, after 20 years in which the 
citv authorities had favoured 


public transport over private. A 
rival operator, Thames Transit, 
set up in 1987 by Harry BIuu- 
dred, had scooped up 40 per 
cent of the market In Septem- 
ber. Oxford Bus derided to fight 
back by cutting faxes and in- 
creasing frequencies, he said. 

As a result, passenger num- 
bers had already risen by a fifth 
and they believed they had in- 
creased their share of a larger 
market to 65 percent Although 
costs had risen, turnover was 
only slightly down and the group 
as a whole remained on course 
to deliver margin increases of 
1-15 percentage points a year. 

“The only question is how 
long it is going to go on for." Mr 
Ballinger said. They would con- 
tinue until they got “the right 
sort of market share". He denied 
suggestions of a personal battle 
between Mr Blundred and the 
Oxford Bus Company and 
denied any link with last month’s 
announcement that finance 
director Trevor Shears was to re- 
tire early. 

National Express said it was 
unlikely to suffer from similar 
levels of competition. West Mid- 
lands Travel was less exposed be- 
cause of its low fares, high 
frequencies and extensive loyalty 
card customer base. 
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^SINDEPENBENT 

PREMIUM BOND 
CHECKLINE 


There is £12 million worth of 
Premium Bond prize money 
waiting to be claimed, hundreds 
of thousands of unpaid 
numbers exist. Do you hold a 
winning bond? Dig out your old 
bonds and find out by calling: 

0891 111 924 

Calls cost 39p per mm. Cheap rate. 49p per min at afl other times. 

A Product of TIM Lid. a Selsdon Way, London El a 9GL 


As Guinness found in the high-growth 1980s 
growing profits is easy when you can push 
through real, inflation-adjusted price rises 
each year. Each extra pound you charge falls 
straight through to the bottom line. With 
inflation in low single digits, however, 
consumers are much more sensitive to price 
and the 3 to 4 per cent increase flagged by 
the company yesterday is as much as can 
be expected- Achieving growth through vol- 
ume improvements is hard work - each ex- 
tra sale has a cost attached and the sort of 
marketing required can cost a fortune. 

That is the gloomy background to yes- 
terday’s full-year figures from Guinness 
which showed a marginal increase in pre- 
exceptional profits before tax from £9 15m 
to £940m. Earnings per share after a £69m 
one-off restructuring charge slipped from 
31.6p to 29Jp with only the dividend, up 
8 per cent to 14.9p. showing any life. 

Afl this confirmed bow tough selling booze 
can be, even when you have some of the 
strongest brands in the business. The con- 
tribution from United Distillers slipped 4 
per cent to £673m and, while the Moel Hen- 
ri essy associate looked good at £111m. up 
from £S9m, stripping out exchange rates and 
other complicating factors meant it too saw 
a decline in trading profits. 

Distillers was dragged down by another 
poor performance from recession hit Japan, 
competition at the cheaper end of the US 
market and a still depressed European mar- 
ket. Profits actually improved a touch at 
home but it was not enough. 

Thank goodness then for the brewing ac- 
tivities, which saw profits rise 7 per cent to 
£270m thanks to some enviable growth rales 
for the black stuff in unlikely places such 
as Malaysia and Indonesia. But it was a 
struggle - the marketing spend to gain that 
growth was a chunky £191m, up 19 per cent 
from 1994. In contrast to the spend on John- 
nie Walker, which over the past three years 
has had a rapid payback, the return on brew- 
ing's marketing drop is pretty pedestrian. 

The investment attractions of Guinness 
are a hard call. In its favour, the company 
has an unrivalled portfolio of brands, strong 
cash flow, and an unparalleled global reach, 
with exposure to the world’s fastest grow- 
ing regions. The counter arguments include 
a poor pricing environment the uphill 
struggle to persuade high-spending young- 


sters that spirits are not their parents’ tip- 
ple, and a possible overhang from LVMtTS 
less than long-term 20 per cent stake. 

On the basis of pre-tax profits forecasts 
this year of £955m and earnings of 32.6p, 
the shares, down lip to 46 lp yesterday, 
stand on a prospective p/e of 14. A long-term 
hold on growing global prosperity, but 
short term they are high enough- 


National Express 
travels well 


National Express dislikes being called a 
transport conglomerate, but it has made a 
decent fist of managing the three rather dis- 
parate parts of the formerly state-owned pas- 
senger transport group. It has adopted a 
policy of cutting costs and boosting demand 
through low prices in all three of its busi- 
nesses. which currently encompass the 
original coach operations, airports and, since 
last April's £2 44m acquisition of West Mid- 
lands Travel buses too. 

The success of that strategy showed up 
again in last year’s results, which saw pre- 
tax profils more than doubling from £15 22m 
to £41 5m in the year to December. The lat- 
est figures were inflated by the first-time in- 
clusion of WMT and Bournemouth airport, 
also picked up in April, while the previous 
year included windfall profits from the sig- 
nalmen's strike on the railways, estimated 
at £2m by NationaL Stripping out the strike 
effects and £2.9m of ration ahsaiion costs at 
WMT, underlying earnings per share 
climbed about 35 per cent last year. 

The move into buses looks to have been 
excellently timed. WMT saw passenger vol- 
umes rise in its West Midlands heartland last 
year for the first time in 10 years. With a fur- 
ther £4m rationalisation charge expected this 
year and new services being developed, fur- 
ther short-tenn margin improvement m the 
bus division should be assured. 

Further oul significant growth can only 
come from taking out some of the bigger play- 
ers in the industry. Perhaps wisely. National 
says it does not want to go down that route 
unless it can be done on a friendly basis. 

The 1993 move into air transport, through 
the acquisition of East Midlands Airport. 


is also proving more than a one-shot won- 
der. Profits there leapt from £6.42m to 
£9 J7m on soaring passenger and cargo vol- 
umes, so much so that in several months 
last year East Midlands overtook Heathrow 
as the nation's biggest pure cargo airport. 

sharp deceleration in the gruwtho^pacte- 
age tour holidays, but the underlying po- 
tential remains . 

The strength of existing operations au- 
gurs well for National’s move into new ar- 
eas. The film investment m the Channel 
Tunnel link group, London & Continental 
Railways looks like apunL but it is thought 
to be in pole position to pick up the Mid 
land Main Line franchise. . 

Profits of £57m this year would put the 
shares, up 9p at 486 p, on a forward multi- 
ple of 16. Fair value. 


A slimmer, more 
attractive Geest 


To catch a fly: Dr Howse was Inspired by Venus fly-traps 


Guinness : at a glance 


Mam value; £9.4bn, share price 464p 
1991 1992 1993 


Five-Year recortf is9i 1992 1993 1994 19® . , 

Pn-tac profits {Qm) 900 795 702 915 87$ . . - 

•- 0.-. V £$3§£'.„V 

PfridMfcpw Store Iwaml 10.8 H.9 12.3 13.8 14.9 
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650 — y- 

1 


Life after bananas should prove rather in- 
teresting for Geest. Having sold its banana 
division to Fyffes for £147m in January, the 
company is now a slimmed -down and 
much more attractive producer of ready- 
made meals, soups, sauces and dips that it 
sells to all the large supermarkets. 

These are growth areas and Geest has 
strong market positions in all of them. It 
has invested £57rn in its factories over the 
past three years and is starting to reap the 
benefits. Last year, sales of salads and pre- 
pared produce both rose by 30 per. cent 
wtrife sales of dressed salads, soups and dips 
increased by 46 to 60 per ceaL 
There have been margm pressures due 
to higher raw material costs such as iceberg 
lettuce which are being flown in from Cal- 
ifornia at three times me previous cost af- 
ter a hareh winter in Spain. But Geest is 
having some success in passing higher 
prices on to customers. . 

yesterday’s figures did neneU the whole 
story as they pie-dated the effects of the 
banana sale which tookplace after the year 
end. Group profits fell from £123ra to£10m 
largely due to lower banana profits in the 
second hall 

There wa&a £3.4m loss on the disposal 
of the wholesale services division and a fur- 
ther £3 -5m relating to an asset write down 
on the Nccta pineapple business which 

made a £2.7m loss in the year, 

Geest has booked £18m on the banana 
sale and now has net cash of £42m. It plans 
to invest a further £20m On its convenience 
foods operations this year. 

The big question hanging over Geest is 
how lung it can retain its independence. 
Takeover speculation is rife with both 
HiOsdown Holdings and Uni gate being 
tipped as potential predators in order to 
buiki on their growing interests m conve- 
nience foods. ; ' 

There is little downside here far share- 
holders. If a bid does materialise it is likely 
to be at a substantial premium. If it doesn’t 
Geest’s trading performance should justi- 
fy the current [price, which dosed 4p higher 
yesterday at 224p. 

BZW is forecasting profits- of £16m this 
war which puts the shares cm a forward ftfl- 
irt® r»f IS WrJrfrtA. .. . • -• 


Sex, drugs and violence are 
about to earn mfllioas for 
Southampton University. 
Biologist Dr Philip Howse 
has invented an insect trap 
which lures the little beasties 
with sex stimulants and then 
nipples them. 

The device goes on sale in 
California in the summer. Dr 
Howse, the brains behind the 
invention, was inspired by 
the carnivorous Venus fly- 
trap plant. He believes the . 
devices, currently being test- - 
ed in orchards in Mauritius 
where fruit flies are a great 
pest, could be used instead 
of pesticides. 

“The beauty of the thing is 
it involves absolutely no tox- 
ins or chemicals and is com- 
pletely environmentally 
friendly," he said. 

"All. insects have adhesive 
suction pads on their feet 
and the fine layer of powder 
simply stops them working.” 
D r Ho wse is now working on 
a trap to get rid of wasps and 
other ffying pests. But mos- 
quitoes have so far slipped 
the net during tests. 

"They're proving tricky be- 
cause they can fly vertically 
but Til get there in the end" 

said Dr Howse. 

Beef News 1 j Butchers Hall is 
closing Nothing to do with 
Mad Cow Disease, but the 
liveiy hall next to London’s 
central meat market tn 
Southfield is closing down 
.for a month - for renovation. 
Head of catering Charles . 
Boyd, assured us yesterday/, 
that the hall, opened in 975, 
woultf definitely reopen, with 
-spanking new features such. . 
as air conditioning and sec- 
ondary glazing 

Beef News 2b ‘The British 
people have.been exposed to 


ness: cash cow disease," 
thundered a note from Pau- 
mure Gordon economist ' ] 

Robin Aspinall yesterday. 
‘'Companies have recognised ; 

that the economy is mature 
and slow growing so they { 

. are extracting cash, cutting Z 

. investment to the- minimum 
needed for maintenance and 
Bqueeaang costs." : 

Moo ifyou agree, swish 
your tale if you don’t. : 

Beef News 3 : “Food from 
Britain’s annual conference, 
‘Blueprint for Export Suc- 
cess’, takes place on Wednes- j 

day 27 March 1996 at the ; 

Queen Elizabeth II Confer- 
ence Centre in London. 

Speakers from the Govern- 
ment, the City, the food in- 
dustry and overseas markets 
will focuson how British - 
food and drink, companies 
can achieve long- term busi- - • 
ness success on the interna- 
tional stage — and at the 
same time increase Britain’s 
export eariungs^r.. Keynote 
speakers will be Deputy 
Prime Minister, Michael 
Heselline MP, and Minister 
of Agriculture, fisheries and 
Food Douglas Hogg QC, 

MR" And the very best of ; 
British lack to you.. . . 

The Central Statistical 
Office is getting into Doc ' i 

Martens and aerobics. The ^ 

normally staid civil servants 
at the CSC have had a rush j 
ot blood to the head and are 

throwing the following things •’ 

into the Remfl Price IndSe ’ 

^ket.gnxn peppers, a ; . i 

bread bin,- a flower vase, a 
cigarette lighter, a flower 
vase, a steering lock.deyfce, 

Private edhcation fees and - 
funeral ebstsas wett.asthe 
P^cs-^They say they are - . • = 
doing this to stay *np to; ; • . ■ - - 
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Kabul pays to keep enemy at bay 


TIM’MCGIRK' 


' .Kabul : 




Afghan history has proven that 
Kabuk shielded a forbidding 
. range of mountains, can only be 
ronqueredfby Lreacheiy. H has 
happened.in the post, ‘and the 
Resident, Burhatmudin Rab- 
bani, is anxious it should not 
happen to him! 

• After 14 years of fighting 
against the Soviets and then 
among the' victorious Islamic 
.• rebel-.. factions,.. money has 
become theonly guarantee of 
a warrior’s loyalty. So, with the 
ThHbah . Islamic militia gather- 
ing forces south of Kabul and 
, preparingf or an assault, Pres- 
identliabbani placed an order 
with his former enemies, the 
Russians, to. print up bales, of 
new Afghan currency notes: • 
Flown in by Russian cargo . 
planes to the former Soviet 
military base at' Bagranv 30 
miles outside Kabul, the crisp 
pew bills were passed out % the 
Jeep-load to commanders in 
the. mud-walled villages and . 
mountainsidesalpngthe front 
There was' a miscalculation. 
The new. Afghan bills were 
almost worthless! The money 
traders near the Blue Mosque 
were "the first to realise that 
President Rabbani lacked the 
hard cash and bullion to prop 
up his gifL When the Afghani - 
began filing against tbe dollar, . 
wiping out people's meagre 
salaries, the police shut down 
the money bazaar. This was the. 
people oif Kabul's first sign that 
the next siege of their devas- 


fc£- ^ 



Keeping watch: Government troops manning the front line south of Kabul only 200 yards from the Taliban militia 


tated city was about to begin. 
The Taliban started over a 


The Taliban started over a 
year ago as a mass movement 
"of Koranic students who want- 
ed to put a stop to anarchy and 
war. Chopping off the hands of 
thieves and banging bandit 
commanders from tank gun- 
barrels as they went the Tafiban 
swept through the desert bad- 
lands in the west and south, cap 
Hiring the towns of Kandahar, 
Gardez, Ghazni and Herat In 
Kabul, fewheBeve the students 
learned to' fly helicopters and 
shoot rocket launchers m their 
religious schools. - President 
Rabbani accuses Pakistan of aid- 
ing the Taliban, whose graphic 
descriptions, of the Rabhani 
government have not been for- 
gotten by Kabul officials. “They 
say Kabul is like a well with a 
dead rat inside," a foreign min- . 
istry official recalled. 


Just a few miles past the 
summer palace of Daruiaman, 
holed anablastcd at by the war- 
riegf actions, lies tbe front line 
between the President's forces 
and the Taliban. The two sides 
are only 200 yards apart, shoot' 
ing from the windows of aban- 
doned farmhouses, and the air 
hums with the passage , of 
bullets and larger objects. 

Despite tbe chill, some 
teenagers on the government 
side wear robber sandals. Few 
of the new Afghani notes had 
drifted this far down the chain 
of command The shaggy youths 
posed with. a rocket-propelled 
grenade aimed through a hole 
in the mud wall “Shall I fire it?,” 
one boy asked “The Taliban are 
sure Jo shoot back. They might 
kill us." This seemed to be a 
abvefty, a side of war he had 
only recently discovered^ 


As we were scurrying through 
the courtyard of the farmhouse, 
the oldest boy stepped forward 
and said apologetically: “It’s our 
tradition to offer you tea but we 
don’t have it.” He added: “And 
besides, the Taliban have 
artillery-spotters up there. 
You’d better go.” 

Unless the Taliban can bribe 
a government commander or 
two, their attack on Kabul is 
probably doomed. It is expect- 
ed within the next month, un- 
less the government strikes 
first. Mr Rabbani and his 
defence adviser, Ahmed Shah 
Massoud. would probably hit 
the Taliban base 40 miles south 
of Kabul at Maidan-Sfaar. 

If successful, Mr Massoud 
may attack the Taliban-held 
city of Herat, whose cultivated. 
Persian-speaking inhabitants 
loathe their Pashiun invaders. 


President Rabbani's forces 
axe well-armed and have new, 
powerful allies: India. Iran and. 
most surprising of all, Russia. 
After waging a jihad against the 
Russians for 10 years. Mr Rab- 
bani has become their friend. 
Not only do the Russians send 
in fresh supplies of money, 
they also stock Mr Rabbani with 
ammunition needed to keep his 
Soviet-made weaponry firing 
India and Iran are propping up 
President Rabbani to stop Pak- 
istan from meddling too deeply. 

The Afghans tell a joke about 
a zookeeper who has two 
Afghan hounds that constant- 
ly fight. He lets a bear into the 
dog pen. The two hounds im- 
mediately tear into the bear, 
wounding it so badly that the 
zookeeper has to rescue the 
larger animal. Without drawing 
a breath! the two Afghan 


hounds resume their fighting. 
Before, the Soviet Union was 
the bear that intruded into 
Afghanistan. The next could be 
Pakistan. 

Pakistan wants lo open trade 
routes from the new Central 
Asian republics to the seaport 
of Karachi. It can only do this 
through Afghanistan, where 
the roads are bad and vehicles 
tend to get stolen. Using the Tal- 
iban, the Pakistanis have paci- 
fied a swathe of the country, 
from Quetta to the western 
town of Herat. Ignoring Presi- 
dent Rabbani. tbe Pakistanis 
have announced plans to build 
a Taliban-protected road to 
Turkmenistan. Pakistani banks 
and consulates have sprang up 
inside Taliban territory. 

This alarms not only the Ira- 
nians. whose border lies close 
to the projected Pakistani road. 


Car-jacker caught on tape as victim pleads for life 


DAVID USBORNE 

New>bric . - • • 


The extraordinary coo] of a 
New Jersey teacher when she 
foundberedf the victim of a car- 
jaddng did not save her life, but 
it did give thepolice an unusu- 
ally easy, job m fracking down 
the man they believe killed her. . 

Not tmlydki Kathfeen Wein- 
stein, 45, spend almost half an 
hour trying to reason with her 
assailant, she also secretly slid 


a mini-cassette recorder into a 
shirt pocket and taped the 
conversation. .. 

The tape, which came to an 
end before she died, now stands 
as an unassailable item of evi- 
dence in the prosecution’s case 
against the teenager accused of 
the crime. It is also a final tes- 
tament to her willingness always 
toiry to geuhrough to even the 
most troubled of youngsters. 

Police say they are now “be- 
yond confident” that Michael 


LeSane, 17, is the man who 
burst into Mrs Weinstein’s car 
at a New Jersey shopping mall 
on Thursday of last week. “His 
voice is on the tape. He is 
named on die tape," John Do- 
ran. a spokesman for the state 
prosecutor’s office confirmed. 

After ignoring the reasonings 
of Mrs Weinstein. Mr LeSane 
allegedly suffocated her with her 
own clothing and dumped her 


body by tite side of a highway 
south or New York City. The ac- 


cused turned 17 the day after 
the murder and had bragged to 
school friends that he had 
stolen a gold Toyota Camry as 
a present lo himself - the land 
of car driven by Mrs Weinstein. 

The tape reveals Mrs Wein- 
stein pleading with her as- 
sailant. “You haven’t done 
anything yet AH you have to do 
is lei me go and take the car," 
she says on the recording. "For 
my life, don't you think I should 
... let you take my car? For my 


life!" In an even voice. Mrs 
Weinstein tries to warn her at- 
tacker of what will happen if he 
kills hen “Don't you think they 
are going to find” you?” 

Well known for her patience 
with difficult children as a 
teacher in a New Jersey high 
school. Mrs Weinstein had re- 
cently introduced a special pro- 
gramme in the school called 
“Random Acts of Kindness". 
Students who went out of their 
way with kind gestures toward 


others were rewarded with 


prizes sponsored by local 
businesses, such as free pizza 


businesses, such as free pizza 
lunches or film tickets. 

“It was her way.” remarked 
James Ouellette, assistant head- 
master of the school. 

A makeshift memorial had 
been established yesterday un- 
der the main signboard outside 
the school that carried the mes- 
sage: “Mrs Weinstein. Thanks 
for your random acts of kind- 
ness. We will remember vou.” 
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Right side of 
the strait for 
a normal life 


Photograph: Tom Pilston 


Some of the rebel mujahedin 
factions fighting against Kabul 
are starting to view the Taliban 
- and their Pakistani mentors - 
with hackles raised. President 
Rabhani is holding exploratory 
talks with his old enemy. Gul- 
buddin Hekmaiyar. whose mili- 
lia infests the canyons between 
Kabul and the Khyber Pass. 

At least 1 million Afghans 
have been killed since the Com- 
munist takeover in 1979. and $ 
million have been displaced by 
fighting. .As the Taliban and the 
government ready for war 
around Kabul, many .Afghans 
heed an old superstition. Wasif 
Bakhlri. a radio announcer, ex- 
plained. "The mujahedin com- 
manders went to Mecca and 
swore they would honour peace. 
They broke that oath, and now 
Afghans say they have put a 
curse on their countrv." 


A funny thing happened on the 
way in from the airport. I 
stopped off unannounced at a 
government office, walked in 
through the door, found a room 
full of Chinese officials and was 
immediately swamped with 
information and offers of help. 

And if this was not enough to 
give one severe culture shock, 
the episode all took place with- 
out either a demand for pay- 
ment or even the need to treat 
anyone to an excruciating ban- 
quet of Shandong specialities. 

Such are the delights of a 
first-time visit to Taiwan after 
several months without a break 
living in the People s Republic 
of China, where it is a battle just 
to find out the times of trains. 

It would be difficult to exag- 
gerate the immediate differ- 
ences between the two Chinas. 
One knows from the little things 
(hat one has crossed more than 
an invisible psychological line. 
It starts with the way people use 
language. Visitors from Peking 
must learn very quickly not to 
use the word “Zhongguo”, or 
China, if what they really mean 
is “da lu", the mainland. “Chi- 
na” is not even listed in the 
phone list of foreign countries. 


phone list ol loreign countries, 
for this of course” is the “Re- 
public of China on frwan". 

Then there is the unexpect- 
ed self-assurance of Taipei's 
population, even when the 
mainland has been raining 
down missiles into the nearby 
seas. In Peking, any foreigner 
will be asked a multitude of 
times, "Whal do you think of 
China?” The expected answer 
should be something akin to 
"fantastic”, and anything less is 
taken as an affront. In Taipei, 
locals will simply tell you "Tai- 
wan is good” -without any need 
for confirmation. 

As for the perceptions each 
side has of the other, the dif- 
ferences are wider than the 
Taiwan Strait. I was taken aback 
fast May in Peking when a 
liberal-minded 31-year-otd Chi- 
nese friend married to a West- 
erner, telephoned. “How could 
America do it?" was his out- 
raged reaction on learning that 
the Taiwanese president Lee 
Teng-hui, had secured a visa lo 
visit the US. 

Asked whether the mainland 
should invade Taiwan if the is- 
land declared independence, 
he said: “I guess so.” Like most 
people in China, he seemed to 
have no idea about life in Tai- 
wan and the political transfor- 
mation of the past decade. 

Many Taiwanese, by contrast, 
know someone who has trav- 
elled lo the mainland since re- 
strictions were scrapped in 
1987. They do not like whal they 


hear. “The mainland people are 
not rational,” explained one 
30-year-old journalist. “Their 
way of thinking is different We 
have our own history, values and 
political system.” 

Like the majority of people 
one asks, she had absolutely no 
wish to visit the People’s Re- 
public. With a bluntness which 
would infuriate Peking, many 
Taiwanese despise main landers 
as uncultured and backward. 

Taipei at the moment is 
gripped by presidential election 
fever, which accentuates the dif- 
ferences. On my first evening 
here. 1 went to see a big demon- 
stration in favour of an oppo- 
sition candidate in the middle 
of the square which commem- 
orates General Chiang Kai- 
shek. After I had got used to the 
tight security in Peking, it 
seemed incredible that police- 
men were standing idly by as 
speakers with'loudhailers ar- 
gued for a change of president 
And who were all those rash 
people marching around with 
banners, chanting wildly? 

Under psychological siege 
by mainland missiles, Taipei 
still seems an outpost of nor- 
mality compared to the rest of 
Peking's supposed Chinese 
“motherland’’. .As elections 
draw nearer, everyone has his 
or her own political viewpoint, 
and is willing to expand on it at 
length, in public, without fear 
of giving their real name. 

But the differences run far 
deeper than the political. As 
Sinologists search for signs of 
whether a civil society is emerg- 
ing on the mainland, the Tai- 
wanese are already well past the 
finishing line in establishing an 
environment where eye contact 
with strangers is normal, peo- 
ple hold open doors for each 
other, and red traffic lights 
have more than decorative val- 
ue. -And. yes. there is hardly any 
spitting. 

None of this is to deny lhai 
there are also serious problems 
in Taiwan, such as organised 
crime and related political cor- 
ruption. But as regards the lat- 
ter. Taiwan is now lagging 
behind the mainland. 

Whatever their preferences ol 
candidate. Taipei people re-, 
peatedh- stress that they are Tai- 
wanese first. The fortune-teller; 
have been rather pessimistic re- 
cently on the likelihood of con- 
flict with the mainland. One ole 
lady said it would have to be left 
to fate. Bui one Taiwanese at 
least refused to worry. “If they 
attack, property prices will fall,' 
he laughed. “And 1 will be able 
to afford to buv a home.” 


Teresa Poole 
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THE ALTA ROMEO PRCFSRE.N/A SCHEME MAKES THt HIGHLY DESIRABLE ALFA !<16T. BECOME HIGHLY AFFORDABLE. If YOU VE SET YOUR SIGHTS ON THE TOP. YOU'LL BE PLEASED TO LEARN YOU CAN DRtVF AN 
AIFA lAbli FOR AS IITHF AS C250 PE R MONTH IPLUS DEPOSIT AND FINAL PAYMENT). WHEN THE AGREEMENT PFRIOD IS OVER YOU CAN EITHER RETURN THE CAR TO US AND WALK AWAY*': OR YOU CAN PAY THE 
FINAL PAYMENT AND KEEP IT. FRANKLY AFTER DRIVING THIS CAR YOU WOULDN'T WANT TO HAND IT OVER. TO FIND OUT MORE. CALL 0300 713 000 AND WE'LL PUT YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR NEAREST DEALER. 


ALFA T46A. 

AFFORDABLE SPORTS CAR 
OR FAMILY CAR? 
DEFINITELY. 
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Alfa 146TI 2.0 

On the road price 

£15,967.88* 

Deposit 

£5,528.40 

Amount ol credit 

£10,447.48 

Term 

25 months 

First monthly payment 

£318.00*“ 

23 monthly payments 

£250.00 

Interest 

£2,333.39 

Finol payment/ 
guaranteed future value 

Cfi.77Z.87*" 

APR 

14.1% 
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Israel and Iran trade 
threats over Lebanon 


ROBERT FISK 
Be'rut 

lijju-ijvv fcbcilcr than »ar-u.ir. 
Lt-kimm niishi .survive ilie 
coniine days, but the jaw-jaw is 
n»r.v heavy with mutual threats 
by Israel and Iran to Strike at 

each other's interests, and 
Lebanon - after Wednesday’s 
i suicide bombing against I sraeli 
■ occupation troops - remains the 
preferred kiltieiield of bmh 
' sides. 

W timing* [rum the Iranian 
embassy in Beirut and promis- 
es - from a sealed bunker - by 
the Lebanese Hizbullah leader 
: of further "human b"mbs“ 
against Israeli ■■eeupation 
troops did not ulfer pence. In 
Israel last night, the minister of 
I iniemal security. Mn.he SitahaL 
said that Hizbullah and its 
1 "backers" would receive “a 
* painful blow, and one which 
k they v.r.uld remember”. None 
‘of which augurs well. 

Iran began the Jay with an 
unprecedented v.aminatrom iLs 
embassy in Beirut that it "holds 
the Zionist entity end »ts Amer- 
ican protectors responsible in 
adyar.ee lor any aggression 
against it or against any other 
institution that belongs to the 
Islamic Republic in Lebanon or 
'anywhere else in the yvnrld". 

1 Given the number of Israeli 
photo- reconnaissance missions 
; over Beirut in the past week, it 


seems certain that Iran fears an 
Israeli bombing raid against its 
embassy complex in west 
Beirut, a well -guarded com- 
pound near the sea-front, sur- 
rounded by high walls and 
black-painted iron gales, whose 
locution must be easily recog- 
nisable on Israel’s htgb- 
dltiiude pholographs. 

Within hours, however. 
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Saved Hnssan Nasrallah, the 
leader of the Iranian-financed 
Hizbollah “Party of God” - 
whose suicide bomber. Ali Ash- 
mar. 20. blew himself up on 
Wednesday in an attack on an 
Israeli patrol in the southern 
Lebanese village of Taibe - 
promised further assaults 
against Israel’s occupation force 


in the country. “Then: are many 
brothers in the resistance who 
are yearning and competing 
to join the party's human 
bomb battalions." he said. “The 
resistance will continue . . . 
regardless of the sacrifice." 

But if the Iranian statement 
expressed concern for its em- 
bassy staff and for the Hizbol- 
lah. Saved NasraUah's ostensibly 
bellicose press conference, in an 
underground bunker to which 
journalists were taken in a win- 
dowless van, contained other 
messages. If Israel launched a 
military blitz against Lebanon, 
he said, it would pay a “costly” 
price. Hizbollah was under no 
pressure to ease its attacks. 
“The decision on the resistance 
is our own. Both Iran and Syr- 
ia support our right of resistance 
against the occupation." 
'While the latter is technical- 
ly true, the Americans have 
been beseeching Syria, the con- 
duit for the Hizbollah ’s arms, to 
suspend the guerrilla army’s at- 
tacks on Israeli troops in 
Lebanon, while at the same time 
advising Shimon Peres, the Is- 
raeli Prime Minister, not to 
stage any military operations 
into Lebanon. 

Given the bloody conse- 
quences of previous land as- 
saults by Israel - to the Israelis 
as well as to Lebanese civilians 
- Mr Peres may still be per- 
suaded to order air strikes 


against the interests of Iran, 
which he condemned as the 
“capital of terror'’ at last week's 
Sharm el-Shcikh summiL 
Hence the Iranian statement 
If Israel is planning any mil- 
itary adventures to avenge the 
deaths of six Israeli soldiers, in- 
cluding two officers, in Lebanon 
in less than two weeks, spring 
storms and heavy cloud-cover 
across the country may have 
stayed Mr Peres's hand. 
Lebanese authorities remain 
fearful that Israel will deport 
across the frontier hundreds of 
imprisoned Hamas and Islam- 
ic Jihad members, along with 
their families. So worried were 
UN troops that deportations 
might begin that their soldiers 
set up roadblocks on the coastal 
highway south of Naqqoura on 
Sunday to prevent any forced 
Palestinian exodus from reach- 
ing their headquarters. 
Lebanese troops have laid 
mines on southern Lebanese 
roads for the same purpose. 

The crisis has been further 
muddied by deteriorating rela- 
tions between the Lebanese 
government and the US em- 
bassy in Beirut which this week 
condemned the release of two 
Palestinians on trial for kid- 
napping the American ambas- 
sador. his economic councillor 
and driver at the start of the civ- 
il war 20 years ago. Nameq 
Kamel and Bass am al-Firkh, 



Borderline: Shimon Peres meets police cadets near the Lebanese frontier yesterday photograph: David Silverman 


both former members of 
George Habasfa’s Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine, 
were freed after both had 
claimed they were covered by a 
civil war amnesty low and did 


not know that they were ab- 
ducting an ambassador. Mr 
Francis Meltoy and his coir 
leagues were taken from the US 
embassy car. - which was 
flying the US flag - and later 


murdered; their bodies were 
found on a Beirut beach bo the . 

of their abduedod in 1976. 
' ’A harsh statement from 
the new American ambassador, 
Richard Jones, expressed 


astonishment at the Lebanese 
decision - although throughout 
the triaL the US embassy 
showed no interest in the case, 
not' even bothering to send a 
diplomat- to attend the Inal. 
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Norton Anti-Vims SS. 
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Online, background, remote 
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Borland Delphi 
Desktop 2. 

The brand new version of the Windows development tool 
is the fastest easiest way to create VWn 95 and Win NT 
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code computer. Indudes free 1 6 bit Delphi 
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ANDREW GUNIBEL ' voters appem to be ignoring the 

Rome . ; affair altogether,, and indeed 

• ' " opinion polls show the centrer 

Not so long ago, the battle right alliance headed by Forza 
lines in Italy seemed so simple. Italia edging ahead m public 
The goodies were a fearless and favour. This is a remarkable tri- 
resoureeful jndiciajy . battling 4 umph for Mr Beriusconi^who 
against.comiption in public was fbited to resign as prime 
TSe, while the batkfies were the /minister 16 months ago be 
exponents of a rotten political cause of Judicial problems. He 
dasswhose crimes aroeared to is at presmt on trial for tax fraud; 


be'catchmgjtq) with them. r • ■ 1 
' NokragenlbjiK^elyaspec: 
tacular new scandal, as well as 
a spate of recent court cases, 
Italy's anti-corruption magis- 
trates have lost much of their 
cred&ilrty with a public that only 
two or three years ago was 
Honising them as heroes. 

The balance of power which 
briefly tipped in their favour in 
the early 1990s has swung firm- 
ly back into the hands of the al- 
lies of the man the Milan “Clean 
Hands” team have been vainly 
trying to nail for the past two 
years, the media tycoon turned 
politician Silvio Berlusconi 
The tangentopoK anti-corrup- 
tion drive which toppled foe old 
poKticai order has Jong ance rim 
its couisei, and in its place has. 
come a highly complex con- 
frontation pitting magistrates 
against politicians, magistrates 
against other magistrates, and 
politicians against politicians. 

The latest scandal, coming at 
the start of a genera] election 
campaign, is perhaps quintes- 
sential. Last Hiesday, the senior 
judge responsible for prelimi- 
nary hearings in Rome, Rena- 
to Sqtnllante, was slung in jail 
on charges that he accepted 
bribes from Mr Berlusconi's 
Fminvest empire in the late 
1980s in -.exchange "for' 
favourable-court judgments. - - 
This was already the makings 
of political dynamite. Then it 
turned out that Mr Squillante’s 
chief accuser was a recent girl- ' 
friend of Vittorio Dbtti, the par- 
liamentary floor leader of Mr 
Berlusconi's Forza I talia party. 

But then the obfuscation set 
in. Why were magistrates in Mi- 
lan gunningforoneoftheircol- 
leagues in Rome? Mr Dotti 


1 but tbese days the more judicial 
>. mud is thrown at hnn, the more ; 
s sympathy he appears to attract. 
s,’ ; ■ How did the judiciary lose its’ 

5- teeth in so dramatic a fashion? 
ir- Part of it is the fault of a legal ’ • 
y . system in which rixetoric often 
s wins out over plain facts, not "■ 
least because juries do not ex- 1 
h ist Judges shoulder vast re- 
n spomibuittes on their own and • ; 
h are thus peculiar^ vulnerable to 
I- the temptations of corruption. - s ■ 
a Part of it is the fault ot mag- - 

y istzates Vffio have flirted- dan- * 
a -.gerpusly with the dictates of 1 '" 
i party politics by investigating the ' ;r : 

activities of their colleagues. An-'-" 
- tonio Di Pietro, the most fa-*,» 
i mous member of the “Clean . 
i Hands” team who resigned in 
s.. December 1994 comp laining 





Renato Squillante: Judged 
facing bribery charges T 

.■ : : . - 7*1 

of political manipulation, has >; 
since been accused of accepting ' 
fin ancial iarours and abuanghisjL" 


oeriusconi s Forza Italia party, position to help out friends. One 
■ the obfuscation set by one the charges have been 

m. WhyweremagistratesmMt- dropped; now the magistrate^ 
tan gunning for one of their col- who has pursued him is himself 
leagues m Rome? Whs Mr Dotti under investigation < ' 

really unconnected, as; he- . The conditional senara- .■«* 
danned, up the revelations of bis tion of politics and justice £be- - -- 
former companion, Stefania coming dangerouslyfrlimedin^ 

* v * re .? e chains other ways too: Magistrates -- : - 
agamA Judge Squillante mere- and tudsres are Slandmo’ for >•' * 


agama Juqge ; bqmllantemere- and judges are standing for * * 
ly a dirty piece of political parliament in next month's--' 

Moreover, ewety tini* 

com confidant, the former de- est act of the judiciary is' how •’ ■ 
fenre nnmster Gesare Previti? open for nolinmi tmilinu ■ • 


of OP ^“ i*- 

prosecoKn? to nail the seri2 * 
was . thI0wn . kfller known as ihe Monster of ' 
^^^ aSaIi y and fTorence, the Beripsconi fami- ' 
^cedto retire from politics af- fynem^BObmalepDased 

Ut *BW7**P«*""* ■ om frjr ay supposed tonxJancof 
re-lcft Ms Anostow^ painted ■ the rottenness of tifem^^ry 

s a fantasist- a nftUtiral T ... 


wbo had flirted with Mr Previti 
as well as Mr Dotti in the past 7 
As for Mr Squmanle, he was vig- 
orously defended by a miH*er 
of rejected public figures. - 
Three years ago, such an af- 
urwoold havequiddy dafnwi 
raufifole political victims. Now, 
however, it has sunk into a mire ' 
of polemical mud-dining. And : 
far from condemning ' Mr 
Berlusconi and his Mends, 


as- a. whole. I had intended" no • 
point-scoring,, but B Giomole 
foimd it convement to twistxny. ; 
article for its own purposes.- - ^ 
'. ' This inTte^r is known ^ asxtra- • • •- 
menuzHzzazume. tfie manipnla- 
tiottof people and information !■ 
in tbe-mterests of power. Stru- ,J 
{whiz/ttsazioneis-now spread- ■ 
trig in the ltalmn judidary; as : - 
election time approached .it'i— 
risks ^ seriously compromi^ng 'vi 
the country as a whole. 
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